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Summary

We reported preliminary results about science literacy of nursing students in the previous issue of the Bulletin.
Based on the report we have performed a precise study on the 62 nursing students enrolled in the first semester of
Niimi College in 2004. The results of the investigation into options of science subjects in high schools showed that
most of the students studied Basic Biology principally. Although many students studied Advanced Biology and
subjects in the chemistry course, about a half of the students actually learned only a part of the subjects in case of
need. A few students studied physics course, geology-meteorology-astronomy course and general science course.
These results were almost identical to the previous report. Motives of the students for their options of science
subjects in high schools were investigated. The results suggested the main reason was to prepare entrance
examinations to colleges. However, nearly a half of the students chose science subjects, considering simultaneously
the course to take the career to pursue in the future. Some students chose the subjects they were interested in. The
results on the study of perception of science suggested that more than half of the students were interested in and
preferred natural science; however, their concern was extremely limited in biology fields. Scientific knowledge of
the students was investigated using the 10 test questions for analyzing knowledge of science and technology among
Japanese citizens performed by an institute of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
Japan. The level of the knowledge of the students was shown to be relatively high compared with that of the
Japanese citizens, the average points of 7.3 to 5.1. The results suggested, however, that some students did not have
enough knowledge about physics and even some fields of biology such as evolutional biology, human genetics and
microbiology, which were included in the principle of biology or fundamental knowledge to learn medical
sciences.



