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Thank you.

Hello, ladies and gentlemen. First of all I would like
to say “Thank you so much” for this wonderful
ceremony for us. My name is Kazuyoshi Kuwahara,
the Director of the College Library and the former
Director of Students Affairs. I am a professor of
Physical Education and Sports History. Since the term
of the President Shiro Nii is finishing in this March
and our new president, Dr. Masayoshi Namba has not
taken office yet. I have come as deputy president to
greet you.

It is an honor for us to have a good exchange with
your great University. All the students who could take
part today also find it very proud.

Now it is the time to introduce the message from
our President, Dr. Shiro Nii. I am not good at English,
but I can do Japanese. But, if anybody finds my
mistakes, please let me know, OK?

Mr. Yamauchi, assistant professor would translate it

here.
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President of State University of New York at New
Paltz

March 18, 2002
Dear President,

I am very much pleased to greet you with a letter to
you on the occasion of sending the delegation of 22
people headed by Professor Kazuyoshi Kuwahara.

Osa Town and Niimi College are both in Ashin
Area, Okayama Prefecture and are in close relationship
with each other. Moreover New Paltz Village and Osa
Town are in close relationship, and that makes this
exchange program of both institutions possible.

The first visit from New Paltz Village to Niimi
College was done by Mayor Nyquist and his wife,
Professor Emeritus, Dr. Marks, and seven other
members of the delegation on October 8, 1998. We
had a very good time talking with the members of the
delegation.

Then former President Roger Bowen and I signed
the memorandum of understanding to promote mutual
understanding between the two colleges.

On August 17, 2000, twelve members of the

delegation from New Paltz headed by Linda Babb
visited our campus.

In September of the same year, we had our 20th
anniversary ceremony of our college, and President
Bowen sent a telegram of congratulations to us. We
appreciated it very much.

I understand that we are much younger and much
smaller than you, and there are several differences
between the curricula of the two colleges.

Even with noticing these differences, it would be
meaningful and inspiring for our faculty and students
to visit your facilities, to learn educational programs
and to see how your students learn.

I hope that when some of your colleagues and
students are interested in Japan or Niimi College or
Osa Town or Niimi City, I would like them to visit our
area. I sincerely hope that stronger and closer ties are
built between two colleges.

Best Regards,
Shiro Nii,

President, Niimi College
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In

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN NIIMI COLLEGE IN JAPAN
AND THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT NEW PALTZ IN THE UNITED STATES

recognition of the mutual benefits of scholarly interaction between the two institutions as well as of the

fraternal ties between the communities of New Paltz and Osa, Niimi College in Japan and The State University of

New

This

York at New Paltz in the United States agree in principle to the following :

1. Both universities agree to cooperate in a spirit of mutual understanding and goodwill and to strengthen our
ties of friendship.

2. Through close mutual cooperation, both universities shall examine the possibilities for enhancing
educational exchange opportunities for our students, staff and faculty.

3. This agreement does not include any immediate funding ; however, both universities shall support joint
programs, whenever it is feasible. In general, each side shall bear the cost for its participation in projects and
activities unless otherwise agreed upon.

4. Implementation of this agreement shall be discussed and agreed by both institutions.

5. Through such activities, both universities shall promote friendship and goodwill between the United States
and Japan and shall contribute to the academic and cultural benefit of both nations.

6. This agreement shall become effective from the date of signing by both parties and shall be reviewed every
five years thereafter, unless either side notifies, in writing, the other of its intention to terminate it.

7. Either university may terminate the agreement in advance of its normal expiration by providing the other
university with six months’ prior written notice. In this case, the program(s) or the activity(ies) already

approved by both parties shall be allowed to be completed under the conditions of this agreement.

present agreement is signed in four copies, two in English and two in Japanese, the two texts being equally

valid.

Dr. Roger Bowen
President
State University of New York at New Paltz

Dr. Shiro Nii
President

Niimi College

Date

Date
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