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A survey of nursing students’ medical histories of infections that occur in childhood
- An analysis of self-reports submitted prior to training in pediatric nursing -

Kazuko UEYAMA, Fumio UNO, Yoko KATAYAMA, Yoshie HYUGA

Pediatric nursing
Department of Nursing, Niimi College, 1263-2 Nishigata, Niimi,Okayama718-8585,Japan

Summary

The present study reports the results of a self-reported survey involving nursing students of their medical history of four diseases:
measles, rubella, epidemic parotitis, and chickenpox, which has been conducted for approximately ten years, prior to training in
pediatric nursing. Ninety percent of students had histories of measles and rubella or were immunized against them, as the vaccinations
on a regular basis were required by the Preventive Vaccination Law. Regarding diseases against which a vaccination is not mandatory,
80% of students were affected by chickenpox, whereas 30% had no history of epidemic parotitis or were immunized against it.

The results suggest that students with no history of the above-mentioned diseases should be continuously advised to confirm their
medical history and status of vaccinations for infection prevention. It is also necessary to conduct antibody tests in terms of infection
prevention and further improve effective measures.

Keywords: childhood, infections, training in pediatric nursing, medical history, self-reported



