
Buffalo Women's Law Journal Buffalo Women's Law Journal 

Volume 9 Article 7 

9-1-2000 

Karo Kari: Honor Killing Karo Kari: Honor Killing 

Wendy M. Gonzalez 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/bwlj 

 Part of the Comparative and Foreign Law Commons, Criminal Law Commons, and the Law and 

Society Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Gonzalez, Wendy M. (2000) "Karo Kari: Honor Killing," Buffalo Women's Law Journal: Vol. 9 , Article 7. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/bwlj/vol9/iss1/7 

This International Watch is brought to you for free and open access by the Law Journals at Digital Commons @ 
University at Buffalo School of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in Buffalo Women's Law Journal by an 
authorized editor of Digital Commons @ University at Buffalo School of Law. For more information, please contact 
lawscholar@buffalo.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/bwlj
https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/bwlj/vol9
https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/bwlj/vol9/iss1/7
https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/bwlj?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu%2Fbwlj%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/836?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu%2Fbwlj%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/912?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu%2Fbwlj%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/853?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu%2Fbwlj%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/853?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu%2Fbwlj%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/bwlj/vol9/iss1/7?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu%2Fbwlj%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lawscholar@buffalo.edu




INTERNATIONAL WATCH

culture are believed to be
responsible for preserving
morality by "staying secluded
and shrouded so that they do
not provoke sexual excitement
in men."

3

The practice of honor
killing is particularly evident in
Pakistan. A recent account of
one such act of brutality is
remarkably disturbing:

In March 1999, a 16-year-
old mentally retarded girl,
Lal Jamilla Mandokhel,
was repeatedly raped by a
junior clerk of the local
government department of
agriculture who took her
to a hotel in Parachinar,
North West Frontier
Province. The girl's uncle
filed a complaint about the
incident with police who
apprehended the accused
but handed over the girl to
her tribe, the Mazuzai in
the Kurram Agency, a
tribal area which has its
own legal and judicial
system under provisions of
the Constitution of
Pakistan. An official
meeting of Pashtun
tribesmen decided that she
had brought shame to her
tribe and that its honor
could only be restored by

3 ANN ELIZABETH MAYER, ISLAM

HUMAN RIGHTS: TRADITION AND
POLrIcs 103 (Westview Press 3d ed.
1999).

her death. She was shot
dead in front of a tribal
gathering. The rapist was
reportedly detained by
police "for his own
protection" to prevent him
from also being handed
over to the tribe for
execution. It is not known
where he is now. 4

In Pakistan, the
tradition of honor killings is at
times said to be manipulated as
a tool for "settling old scores"
against a male or a family.5

To change the appearance of a
woman by maiming or burning
her, or to sexually assault her
or kill her, devalues her worth
to the family and dishonors the
family.

Honor killings are also
prevalent in situations such as
divorce cases, when a woman
refuses to court a man, and
when she is seen as being
insubordinate. Men who
assault women, dishonor the
family or elope with women
4 LaI Jamilla Mandokhel in the North
West Frontier Province, AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL- USA, WOMAN'S

HUMAN RIGHTS, at
http://www.amnestyusa.org/women/m
andokh.html (last visited Jan. 9,
2001).
5 Pakistan Stops Killing Women For
Honor, United Press International
(Apr. 24, 2000), at
http://web6.infotrac.galegroup.com.
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are punished in the same
manner.

6

According to the
annual report of the Human
Rights Commission of
Pakistan, more than 1,000
Pakistani women were slain in
honor killings in 1999. 7

Victims, family members, and
the communities do not report
many of the honor killings,
because they are considered
family and community
business. In the first six
months of the year 2000, 240
women were victims of honor
killings; out of the 240
killings, 81 were committed by
brothers, 59 by husbands, 10
by sons, and 54 by other
relatives. 8

Honor killings are also
common in traditional tribal
communities; three to five
incidents are reported everyday
in local newspapers. 9

6Id.

7 Grim Times for Pakistan,
LEICESTER MERCURY, Mar. 16,
2000, WL 16217063.
s Crimes Against Pak Women on the
Increase, THE HINDU, Dec. 3, 2000,
available at LEXIS, FT Asia
Intelligence Wire.
9 Massoud Ansari, Rights-Pakistan-
For Honor, Women Pay With Their
Lives, INTERPRESS SERVICE, May 28,
2000, available at RDS
Contemporary Women's Issues

According to Islamic
law, punishment for out of
wedlock relationships is: 100
lashes for single women and
men, and death by stoning for
married women and men.' 0

Under the Zina Ordinance,
which controls extramarital
sexual relations, four male
witnesses must be present to
charge premarital and
extramarital relations." In the
case of "zina-bil-jabr" (rape), if
a court is unable to determine
that the crime actually
happened, the court may deem
the act as consensual and
charge the victim with"6zina"'. 12

Family members
consider suicide an honorable
solution to the humiliation
involved with rape. Although
honor killing is considered
under murder law, offenders
use the idea that the individual
committed the act under a
"grave and sudden
provocation" as a defense.13

A 1994 law made
murder a compoundable

2454181.
1o See MOHAMED S. EL-AWA,

PUNISHMENT IN ISLAMIC LAW 14
(American Trust Publication, 1981).
11 Quraishi, supra note 1, at 290-91.
12 id.
13 Ansari, supra note 9.
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