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APPENDIX I

NATO STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENTS

Agreement between the Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty

regarding the Status of their Forces. June 19, 1951. 4 UST 1792,

TIAS 2846, 199 UNTS 68.

The Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty signed in Washing-
ton on 4th April, 1949. 1

Considering that the forces of one Party may be sent by ar-

rangement, to serve in the territory of another Party

;

Bearing in mind that the decision to send them and the condi-

tions under which they will be sent, in so far as such conditions

are not laid down by the present Agreement, will continue to be

the subject of separate arrangements between the Parties con-

cerned ;

Desiring, however, to define the status of such forces while in

the territory of another Party

;

Have agreed as follows

:

Article I

1. In this Agreement the expression

—

(a) "force" means the personnel belonging to the land, sea,

or air armed services of one Contracting Party when in the terri-

tory of another Contracting Party in the North Atlantic Treaty

area in connexion with their official duties, provided that the

two Contracting Parties concerned may agree that certain in-

dividuals, units or formations shall not be regarded as con-

stituting or included in a "force" for the purposes of the present

Agreement

;

(b) "civilian component" means the civilian personnel ac-

1 A Protocol on the Status of International Military Headquarters set up
pursuant to the North Atlantic Treaty was signed on August 28, 1952.

5 UST 870, TIAS 2978, 200 UNTS 340. An Agreement on the Status of the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, National Representatives and Interna-

tional Staff was signed on September 20, 1951. 5 UST 1087, TIAS 2992,

200 UNTS 4.
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companying a force of a Contracting Party who are in the employ
of an armed service of that Contracting Party, and who are not

stateless persons, nor nations of any State which is not a Party

to the North Atlantic Treaty, nor nationals of, nor ordinarily

resident in, the State in which the force is located

;

(c) "dependent" means the spouse of a member of a force

or of a civilian component, or a child of such member depending

on him or her for support

;

(d) "sending State" means the Contracting Party to which
the force belongs

;

(e) "receiving State" means the Contracting Party in the

territory of which the force or civilian is located, whether it be

stationed there or passing in transit

;

(f ) "military authorities of the sending State" means those

authorities of a sending State who are empowered by its law to

enforce the military law of that State with respect to members
of its forces or civilian components

;

(g) "North Atlantic Council" means the Council established

by Article 9 of the North Atlantic Treaty or any of its subsidiary

bodies authorised to act on its behalf.

Article II

It is the duty of a force and its civilian component and the

members thereof as well as their dependents to respect the law

of the receiving State, and to abstain from any activity incon-

sistent with the spirit of the present Agreement, and, in par-

ticular, from any political activity in the receiving State. It is

also the duty of the sending State to take necessary measures

to that end.

Article VII

1. Subject to the provisions of this Article,

(a) the military authorities of the sending State shall have

the right to exercise within the receiving State all criminal and

disciplinary jurisdiction conferred on them by the law of the

sending State over all persons subject to the military law of that

State

;

(b) the authorities of the receiving State shall have jurisdic-

tion over the members of a force or civilian component and their

dependents with respect to offences committed within the terri-
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tory of the receiving State and punishable by the law of that

State

;

2. (a) The military authorities of the sending State shall have

the right to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over persons subject

to the military law of that State with respect to offences, includ-

ing offences relating to its security, punishable by the law of the

sending State, but not by the law of the receiving State.

(b) The authorities of the receiving State shall have the

right to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over members of a force or

civilian component and their dependents with respect to offences,

including offences relating to the security of that State, punish-

able by its law but not by the law of the sending State.

(c) For the purposes of this paragraph and of paragraph 3

of this Article a security offence against a State shall include

(i) treason against the State

;

(ii) sabotage, espionage or violation of any law relating to

official secrets of that State, or secrets relating to the national

defence of that State.

3. In cases where the right to exercise jurisdiction is concur-

rent the following rules shall apply

:

(a) The military authorities of the sending State shall have
the primary right to exercise jurisdiction over a member of a

force or of a civilian component in relation to

(i) offences solely against the property or security of that

State, or offences solely against the person or property of another

member of the force or civilian component of that State or of a

dependent

;

(ii) offences arising out of any act or omission done in

the performance of official duty.

(b) In the case of any other offence the authorities of the

receiving State shall have the primary right to exercise juris-

diction.

(c) If the State having the primary right decides not to

exercise jurisdiction, it shall notify the authorities of the other

State as soon as practicable. The authorities of the State having

the primary right shall give sympathetic consideration to a re-

quest from the authorities of the other State for a waiver of its

right in cases where that other State considers such waiver to be

of particular importance.

4. The foregoing provisions of this Article shall not imply any
right for the military authorities of the sending State to exer-
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cise jurisdiction over persons who are nationals of or ordinarily

resident in the receiving State, unless they are members of the

force of the sending State.

5. (a) The authorities of the receiving and sending States

shall assist each other in the arrest of members of a force or

civilian component or their dependents in the territory of the re-

ceiving State and in handing them over to the authority which is

to exercise jurisdiction in accordance with the above provisions.

(b) The authorities of the receiving State shall notify

promptly the military authorities of the sending State of the

arrest of any member of a force or civilian component or a de-

pendent.

(c) The custody of an accused member of a force or civilian

component over whom the receiving State is to exercise jurisdic-

tion shall, if he is in the hands of the sending State, remain with

that State until he is charged by the receiving State.

6. (a) The authorities of the receiving and sending States

shall assist each other in the carrying out of all necessary in-

vestigations into offences, and in the collection and production of

evidence, including the seizure and, in proper cases, the handing

over of objects connected with an offence. The handing over of

such objects may, however, be made subject to their return within

the time specified by the authority delivering them.

(b) The authorities of the Contracting Parties shall notify

one another of the disposition of all cases in which there are con-

current rights to exercise jurisdiction.

7. (a) A death sentence shall not be carried out in the re-

ceiving State by the authorities of the sending State if the legisla-

tion of the receiving State does not provide for such punishment

in a similar case.

(b) The authorities of the receiving State shall give sym-

pathetic consideration to a request from the authorities of the

sending State for assistance in carrying out a sentence of im-

prisonment pronounced by the authorities of the sending State

under the provision of this Article within the territory of the

receiving State.

8. Where an accused has been tried in accordance with the pro-

visions of this Article by the authorities of one Contracting Party

and has been acquitted, or has been convicted and is serving, or

has served, his sentence or has been pardoned, he may not be

tried again for the same offence within the same territory by the
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authorities of another Contracting Party. However, nothing in

this paragraph shall prevent the military authorities of the send-

ing State from trying a member of its force for any violation of

rules of discipline arising from an act or omission which con-

stituted an offence for which he was tried by the authorities of

another Contracting Party.

9. Whenever a member of a force or civilian component or a

dependent is prosecuted under the jurisdiction of a receiving

State he shall be entitled

—

(a) to a prompt and speedy trial

;

(b) to be informed, in advance of trial, of the specific charge

or charges made against him

;

(c) to be confronted with the witnesses against him

;

(d) to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in

his favour, if they are within the jurisdiction of the receiving

State

;

(e) to have legal representation of his own choice for his

defence or to have free or assisted legal representation under the

conditions prevailing for the time being in the receiving State

;

(f) if he considers it necessary, to have the services of a

competent interpreter ; and

(g) to communicate with a representative of the Govern-

ment of the sending State and, when the rules of the court per-

mit, to have such a representative present at his trial.

10. (a) Regularly constituted military units of formations of

a force shall have the right to police any camps, establishments, or

other premises which they occupy as the result of an agreement
with the receiving State. The military police of the force may take

all appropriate measures to ensure the maintenance of order

and security on such premises.

(b) Outside these premises, such military police shall be em-
ployed only subject to arrangements with the authorities of the

receiving State and in liasion with those authorities, and in so

far as such employment is necessary to maintain discipline and
order among the members of the force.

11. Each Contracting Party shall seek such legislation as it

deems necessary to ensure the adequate security and protection

within its territory of installations, equipment, property, records
and official information of other Contracting Parties, and the
punishment of persons who may contravene laws enacted for

that purpose.*******
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Article XV
1. Subject to paragraph 2 of this Article, this Agreement shall

remain in force in the event of hostilities to which the North
Atlantic Treaty applies, except that the provisions for settling

claims in paragraphs 2 and 5 of Article VIII shall not apply to

war damage, and that the provisions of the Agreement, and, in

particular of Articles III and VII, shall immediately be reviewed

by the Contracting Parties concerned, who may agree to such

modifications as they may consider desirable regarding the ap-

plication of the Agreement between them.

2. In the event of such hostilities, each of the Contracting

Parties shall have the right, by giving 60 days' notice to the

other Contracting Parties to suspend the application of any of the

provisions of this Agreement so far as it is concerned. If this

right is exercised, the Contracting Parties shall immediately con-

sult with a view to agreeing on suitable provisions to replace the

provisions suspended.




