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THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVIS

A lecture delivered
at the Naval War College
on 27 September 1963

by

Professor Richard .. Walker

We live in an age of really prodigious and remarkable change,
intensity of feelings, and crises. It is just nigh impossible to keep
up with the crowding cvents and strange turns of policy. Khrush-
chev is calling Mao Tse-tung a dogmatist and a warmonger, and
Mao is referring to this very same Khrushchev, who just in the late
fall of 1962 was implanting nuclear-capable missiles in Cuba, as
‘cowardly,” ‘absurd,’ ‘reactionary,’ ‘insolent,’ ‘rotten,” and ‘loath-
some.’ Not only that, in rapid order India has finally dismissed
Krishna Mcnon, and Mr. Nehru now believes in the abominable
snowman. Sukarno, since he could not have all of his other wishes,
is determined that Malaysia should not have North Bornco. Ameri-
can leaders are calling the Sovicts ‘realistie’ and Mr., Khrushchev
says the American President ‘is wisc and wants peace.’

There is no topic more pressing, more urgent, more significant,
and in many respects more important for America today than the
subject of the People's Republic of China, October 1, 1963 marked
the 14th anniversary of the Mao Tse-tung regime. In those fourteen
years, such grandiose changes have taken place in China, and
China has moved so far forward toward asscrting its weight as a
world power, that the whole balance in the world has been shifted
and changed.

In considering historical perspectives, we must be willing to
understand the historical perspective of a Mao Tse-tung, or, for
that matter, of the Chincse Nationalists, From their historical
perspective, a once-great empire about 450 years ago (roughly
about 1500) hegan to be subjected to the pressures and the power
of the white man, and for a 400-year period, from approximately
1500 to 1900, the areas of Asia and the Far Iiast had their fate
docided by decisions made in the capitals of Europe, and, indeed,
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in Washington. Then, with the cmergence of a new power, Japan,
an uneasy cquilibrium was achicved, A turning point came in
1902 when Japan, having mastered some of the technological
capabilitics the West had demonstrated, beeame such a power
that Kngland that year made an alliance with Japan to form a
sort of balance of power against Russia in the Far FKast. A
nation in the Ifar East had, to use Mao Tse-tung’s torm with
regard to China, ‘stood up;’ a nation in the I'ar East had demon-
strated that the colored people, the nonwhite people, once equip-
ped with the methods and seience of the technological West,
could arrive at a status of equality. From that time forward, it
was pogsible to chserve, particularly after the end of World War 11,
during which the Japancse had set-in motion a great number of
forces, the gradual retreat of Western power [rom the Far East.,
In its place, fourteen vears apgo, was creeted a new totalitarian
despotism pledged to making its weight felt all over the world.
The Chinese ean therefore view themselves as continuing an
historical proccss which the Japanese started.

Thus the importance of the emergeney of Communist China
cannot be stressed too much. 1t has become the center of hatred
of the white man (and of the United States in particular); a center
for testing a stratepy for seizure ol power in economically under-
developed arcas; a center for the threat of overt violence; a center
for some of the dullest and most dogmatic [eatures of Marxism, a
center for testing the resolve and the will of the West; a center, if
you will, for the resurgence of oriental despotism in its most
intense form.

In order to add another dimension to Communist China in
historical perspective, it is instructive to quote from an ohserver
who has written:

After all, what is China but a large and strict
school—on an enormous scale, it is true—where neither
the yvouths are allowed to go out nor other persons come
in. Thus have its inmates no opportunity to learn any-
thing, either good or bad, that is prohibited by their
master. . . . I'rail mortals, assuming the garb of truth,
wormed themsclves into the vast edifice. Time, the
destrover and the discloser of all things, laid them
bare in all their native nakedness. The master’s
jealousy was aroused. He trembled for his authority;
expelled some, punished others, and forced the rest
to betake themselvoes to the obscure corners and
outhouscs of his capacious mansion.
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This obscrver, writing an article which, it must be remarked, is
singularly appropriate for, and applicable for, mainland China
today, was writing in Canton in the year 1840,

We must understand, therefore, that the Chinese have a back-
ground attitude of exclusivencss and exclusion. There is historical
precedent for many of the policies which Mao’s regime undertakes
today. IFurther, more than any other people, the Chinese have a
gsensc of history. There is every reason to believe, therefore, that
in order to understand the new despotism which rules mainland
China today, it is necessary to have some familiarity with some of
the traditional concepts which underlie the Chinese approach to
the outside world and which underlie the Chinese approach to
history.

The Chinese have a deep sensce of destiny. The name for their
counfry, Chung-kuo, means *the central country,’ or ‘central
kingdom.’ They have long visuahized themselves as the center of
the world, the center of the universe, so to speak, from which
radiate out all sorts of cultural and pood influences. They never
visualized anyone else really influencing them upon matters that
counted most. Meneius (or Meng-tzu), one of the earliest Chinese
philosophers and the {irst deep interpreter of Conlucius, said in
the fourth century B3.C.: ‘T have heard of men using the doctrines
of our great land to change barbarians, hut 1 have never yet heard
of any being changed by barbarians.’

This attitude—that China is the center of all learning and of
the right way, and that all answers of right or wrong for the world
reside in China—has given the Chinese over a long period of time
arcal sensc of destiny. The Manchu Emperor of China in 1795
wrote a letter to King George 1, in which he said:

Swaying the wide world, I have but one aim in view,
namely to maintain a perfect governance and fulfill the
dutics of the state, . . . Qur dynasty's majestic virtue
has penetrated unto every country under Heaven, . . .
As your ambassador can see for himself, we possess
all things.

This bears a close resemblance to the words of Mao today, talking

about the very same self-sufficicney, an attitude which Khrushehey
ridicules. The Fmperor goes on to say:
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1 set no value by object, strange or ingenious, and
have no use for your country’s manufactures. . . . [t
behooves you, O King, to respect my sentiments and
display an even greater devotion and loyalty in the
future, so that by perpetual submission to our Throne,
you may secure peace and progperity for vour country.

The Chinese have an innate sense, not of superiority alone
in culture, but of overall supremacy. Down through the years, any-
one outside the center of Chinese civilization was known as a
*barbarian,” and the various barbarians were classified according
to the direction from which they came. Those that came overland
werc usually regarded as the worst. The Chinese have numerous
descriptions and unflattering designations for the Russians. They
have called the Russians ‘O-kno ta-pi-tzu,’ ‘the big-nosed
Russians.” They have another term for the Russians which is
likely to be resurrected by Chinese Communist leaders very
shortly; ‘Hu-iu ino-mao-tza,’ ‘the crazy, old hairy ones.’ Such an
attitude has characterized the Chinesc view of outsiders through-
out time. It has colored many of the words in the Chinese language
with which Mao must speak.

Again we must note that the Chinesc have had, through history,
a strong authoritarian tradition. The Emperor, who was at the
pinnacle of an authoritarian structure, was the man who expounded
dogma from on high. He was the embodiment of Confucian learning.
In like manncr, Mao Tsec-tung, the new emperor, is the embodiment,
and the only interpreter, of what must be right in Marxism-Leninism.
There was always the expectation that the barbarians who came to
China came to learn the truth as embodied in the structure of the
Confucian gentry state and in the learning expounded by the monopoly
hurcaueracy. There was an insistence on orthodoxy. Confacian
orthodoxy pormeated the whole of Chinese socicty. In many respects
this led to the pattern of conformity which also marked traditional
China. Within the framework of the wonderfully humanistic attitude
of the Chinese philosophy, there were, nevertheless, certain things
that the individual did not do. In the 11th century, for example, a
court painter was exiled to Hainan [sland in the south of China,
because he had painted fishermen in the wrong colored garb. Such
insistence on conformity was thus part of a standard expectation of
condact in China.

Within this authoritarian tradition of conformity, of submission

to dogma as expounded on high, the idea of checking up on cach other
was part of the Chinesc behavior pattern. 'This was especially true
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regarding relations with foreigners. It is not surprising, therefore,
that the Chinesc have maintained a splendid isolation from the
realities of the outside world, This is a rather important point to
stress, The Chinese judged, and still judge, the outside world in
terms of what happens in China. Thus, this magnificently cultured
people, this people with the longest historical tradition of any
civilization in the world, have had, and still have, a sensc of
destiny, a sense of authority and self-sufficiency, and indecd, a
sense of 1solation, which have been written into their language,
their art, and their way of life. It 1s this backpground which we
have to understand in dealing with Mao Tse-tung and his col-
leagues. History influences the Chinese profoundly.

There are other forces and factors which must be understood
if we are going to deal cffectively with the new despotism in
China. We must also consider Chinese geography. This is a poor
land, greatly divided by large mountain ranges. Many arcas such
as Chinesc Turkistan and Inner Mongolia are very sparsely in-
halbited. On the other hand, in arcas around Canton in the
south, the Yangtze River valley in Central China, and in the
North China plain, there are frequently as many as 7,000 people
per square mile. The land is divided in many ways. For instance,
it is divided racially. All of the arcas in the western part of
China arc inhabited by people who are not Chinese, but are
minority nationality groups of different races and religions. Many
of them generally have had a contempt for, and hatred of, the
Chinese who have traditionally been their oppressors. The
Chinese in the south consider themselves the only true Chinese,
while the Chinese in the north look with contempt on the southern
Chinese. The division between northern and southern Chinese
has played an important part in Chincse politics. Thus, in addi-
tion to the weight of history, the Chinese Communists face a
geographical challenge and geographical barriers which have
carried through their history. Mao Tse-tung and Liu Shao-chi,
number one man and number two man of the Chinese Communist
Party, for example, both come from Hunan Provinee. They are
fellow provincials from a province noted for providing revolu-
tionary leadership for the Chinesc.

Let’s add another factor to the equation—Chinese national
character. This is vital, and nceds to be understood. As Mu Fu-
sheng says in his very important volume, The Wilting of the
Hundred Flowers:
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To understand the Chinese Communists as pcople,
onc must try to understand first this background that
gave them the mixture of disillusion, callousness,
selfishness, courage and desperation. When we look
bhack at history we realize that, althongh it is casy
for us to locate the mistakes of the past, we would
very likely have acted in the same manner as our
ancestors did were we in their place. To live close
to the Chinese Communists who, like other people,
are products and vietims of their environment, often
gives one the same feeling, It is hardly possible
for them not to be rnthless once they are in power.
They are quite as hard on themselves as on others. . . .
It requires imagination for those who have never seen
China to understand that the country has been too poor
for its common people to see any good in democratic
ideals. In times of crisis it was not cven a matter of
choosing between different types of morality; it was
simply a situation in which any morality, even the
traditional Chinese type, lost meaning, and only
practical measures, moral or immoral, by peacctime
criteria, to save life and provide food, were relevant.

The Chinese have therefore lived in a situation of desperation
which frequently has imposed mass starvation, hardship and
hunger. It has given them a diffcrent outlock on life, and a willing-
ness to risk more; in fact, a different national character. This
national character manifests itsclf in terms of attitude toward lifc
and death. This is apparcnt, for example, in Mao’s recent state-
ments showing relative indifference to the consequences of atomic
destruction. The Chinese have an abundant energy and ability to
work. In Southeast Asia, where they are a force to be reckoned
with, they have becn able to outwork and underlive any of the
natives.

The Chinese have a population problem which is one of the
most formidable in the world. [t's difficult for Americans, who
tend to think of population in terms of long-range trends, to appre-
ciate the full dimensions of this problem. The Chinese are adding
more people every year to their country than any one of four fifths
of the world’s countries have people today; they could provide the
whole population of the British 1sles in less than four years. In
the decade of the 1960°s there will be more people added to China’s
alrcady overburdened agricultural seene than there are people in
the United States today! In 1963, the Chinesc added to their
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population more than cleven times as many people as live in
Albania, their current ideological ally in the struggle with
Khrushchev. This is a faetor whieh eannot help hut weigh in
decisions.

To the above should be added a fifth factor into this equation
for understanding modern China, and this is the factor of violence.
China, since the start of the 19th century, at least sinee the
Opium War began in 1839, has not known peace. The war con-
tinues hetween the Chinese Nationalists and the communists.
For China, violence has been the order of the day, whether it
has been the communists putting down student riots, such as the
very formidable high school student riot in Hengyang in 1957,
whether it was fighting the Tibetans or the Moslems, or whether
it was fighting the Chinese Nationalists, armed violence—
organized armies—have been the rule, not the exception, in
modern China.

To continue, a sixth factor is the new nationalism, a new
identification of the motherland of China with the sense of
destiny already discussed. The Chinese, as we have learned,
have a sensc of mission for their country. Not only is China to
he a great power, able to demonstrate its great status, but its
leaders are determined that in so doing China will not have to
knuckle under to anyone. This part of the Chinese traditional
ontlook has been reinforced by the modern nationalism of its
present ruler.

The final key factor in the historical perspective of the rulers
of China today is the manner in which the regime came to power,
and the formulas which it is likely to apply to the world in inter-
preting its mission. Almost three decades ago, Mao Tse-tung and
his collcagues were a rag-tail group of apparent remnants, former
warlords in retreat on their famous ‘Long March.’ It scemed that
the fortuncs of communism in China were at their lowest cbb and
that communism was likely to be destroyed as an organized force
in China’s future. Mao and Ins cohorts started out from the hills
of Southeast China and made their famous ‘Long March’ to North-
west China. Out of 90,000 who broke out of Nationalist encircle-
ment, only 20,000 straggled into Shensi province, which was to
become the new communist base. Those who went through this
ordeal by fire, those who made the famous ‘Long March® of six
thousand miles, naturally ended up with a sense of deatiny per-
vading their ranks. They were convineed that nothing could
destroy them, From that time, Mao Tse-tung, who became
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chairman of the Chinese Communist Party on January 13, 1935,
has seen his power grow until he presides over the largest
Communist Party in the world, over 17 million dedicated, dis-
ciplined communists,

As Mao stands upon the Gate of Heavenly Peace, from which
Chincse emperors used to look down on their forces, and sees
parade in front of him, in perfect order, over a half million people,
mostly disciplined civilians, he must have a renewed sense of
destiny, infallibility, inevitability, and power. In 1959, when
Mr. Khrushchev went to Peking for the tonth anniversary celebra-
tion of the Mao regime, he was given reason for pause, Obaervers
could sec in Mr. Khrushehov's face that he was somewhat shaken
as he looked out upon this great mass of disciplined Chinese—the
‘Bluc Ants’ as they have been called. Imagine the impact of
observing 500,000 ecivilians marching in perfect order in front of
the Gate of Heavenly Peace! Little wonder Mao has a sense of
power and destiny.

He naturally attributes to those factors which he thinks
brought him to power a universal validity and significance. These
become universaily applicable truths for Mao. What, then, are the
factors which he has isolated in looking back over his success of
the last twenty-cight years, and about which he has said, ‘These
are the universal factors which are applicable everywhere in the
world; these are the truths by which we are going to live and
which we are going to export to the rest of the world’?

First, and not immodestly, he stresses leadership—leadership
by the Chinese Communist IParty—a leadership which has been
stecled in combat, in class struggle, in discipline by purge after
purge, by rectification movement after rectification movement. No
one can build power without the right leadership, and the Chinese
Communists are convinced that they have the right lcadership.
Listen to what they say about Mao Tse-tung:

Comrade Mao Tse-tung is about the most outstanding
exponent of the proletariat of our country, the most
distinguished representative of our superior tradition in
the entire history of our great nation, a beacon on our
country’s road to communism, and the most outstanding
contemporary revolutionist, statcsman, and theoretician
of Marxism-Leninism.

No wonder Mr. Khrushehev has doubts about his Chinese comrade
these days. The cult of Mao Tse-tung, built up and worshipped as
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the ancient Chincse omperor used to he warshipped, symbolizes
the leadership in Communist China, which is composed of first
generation communists, fanatically dogmatic and convineed by
thoir own suceess of their destiny around the world—convinced
that the great tide of history, which was reversed in 1902, is
going against the West, as nation after nation, onee subjected
to the white man, has become independent. And as a new tide
scems to move forward, little wonder Mao Tse-tung has pro-
claimed that ‘The cast wind prevails over the west wind.” Fur-
ther, he has now borrowed from the Japanese the potential
dynamic derived from interpretang this in racial terms.

The second factor to which Mao attributes his suceess 1is
the factor of struggle—class struggle, personal struggle, world
struggle. The Chinese Communists are far more committed to,
and dedicated to, the coneept of struggle, including violenee,
than are their Soviet comrades, some of whom are actually a
little bit more interested in living the quict life at the moment.
In the Chinese Communist official national newspaper, The
People’s Daily, every page is filled with references to tou-cheng
or ‘strugpgle.’

This leads to the third factor to which Mao Tse-tuny attributes
his success: the right outlook on the world, a dualistic concept
of the world, the world divided between friend and enemy, the
world as symbolized by the famous Soviet dictum, kio-kogo,
‘who-whom,' or ‘who destroys whom.” Khrushchev and Mao have
refined this today to ‘who buries whom,” but it still reflects the
same theme—a dual world in which there must always be struggle
to the end. Within this black and white interpretation of life,
anyone who resists the Chinese Communist regime internally is
ohviously an ally of the enemy, the imperialists, By definition,
within the doctrine, the ‘United States imperialists,’ being the
most powerful opponent of communism, must he the key enemy.
Therefore, the peasant who rosists the movement to sct up
‘people’s communes’ 1s naturally acceusoed of being a tool of the
United States imperialists.

To these three factors Mao adds a fourth, which is vitally
important in understand ing Communist China today, as well as
some of the seemingly stupid policies followed by the regime.
Mao has a sublime belief in the efficacy of organization. He has
arrived at, so to speak, a new dimension of power in this world,
in terms of organizing, controlling, and discipliuing human beings.
This is obviously not the place to go into the details of the
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mothods by which the Chinese Communists have imposed ‘psycho-
logical mass cocrcion’ on their people. But to take a war-torn,
weary, large, desperate nation such as China was in 1949, and in
record time turn it into the most disciplined, well-co-ordinated,
centrally controlled nation in the history of the world, takes no
mean ability. Mao Tse-tung, who during World War 11 perfected
tecehniques of discipline and of psychological control, some of
the aspects of which we call ‘brainwashing,’ fecls that he has
discovered a new dimension of power in this world—a dimension
of power which is as important for the future of mankind as was
liborating the force of the atom. Tt is not surprising, therefore,
that he asserts: ‘If the masses are organized, anything can be
accomplished.” Little wonder he had little children, women, as
well as the soldiers and workers, stoking ‘backyard furnaces,’
apparently convinced that organized masses were all that is
required to make first quality steel. [ie mobilized well over a
hundred million men, women, and children for backyard stecl-
making in 1938, It was one of the most tragic blunders in modern
history, one which gave ample reason to doubl Mao's sanity and
to worry about his isolation from the real world,

Believing that the organized masses can accomplish anything,
Mao has this great faith that the ‘masses’ count in history and
that he has uncovered a decisive new dimension of power in this
world. Behind all this he gives great eredence to a [ifth factor
cexplaining his success, namely, Marxist-Leninist doctrine. IU's
important to understand that for the Chinese, Marxism-].eninism
is not simply a foreign doctrine that came from lurope by way of
Russia. Marxism-Leninism for the Chinese Rod leaders is a uni-
versal law which is applicable anywhere and therefore capable of
being understood by the Chinese and understood perhaps even
better, because of their superior cultural tradition, than the
Russians understand it. For the Chinese, given their historical
perspective, there 1s every reason to believe that they are uniguely
best qualified to be the interpreter of Marxism-Leninism, a univer-
sal dogma, for the rest of the warld.

The sixth factor to which Mao attributes his success, and
which he projects into the {uture world, is his asscssment of the
decadent capitalist world. e has looked out over his risc to
power and the way in which the West responded or did not respond
to the Japanese challenge; he has observed what he assosscd as
a wavering United States policy which he scorned and excoriated
during the period 1945-49 when he came to power; he has observed
indecision in Viet Nam, Laos, and West New Guinea, and, perhaps
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with some justification, Mao has concluded that division, in-
decision, and failure to work together characterize the camp of
his enemy. Little wonder he is convineed that the West, the
United States and its allies, are ‘paper tigers,” when confronted
with a solid, disciplined, organized mass with the correct
doctrine.

Now the achievements of the Chinese Communist regime are
enough to remforce Mao’s belief in these great truths which he
believes he has discovered, The achicvements are so formidable
that it is neeessary to point out the pendulum effect they frequent-
ly have on our interpretations of China. In 1958 and 1959 we were
apparcently so impressed with the Chinese claim that even one of
our most knowledpgeable commentators felt that if the Chinese
kept up at their then proclaimed ewrent rate of cconomic growth,
they would overtake the Russians before the Russians overtook
us. Many tended to believe that the Chinese Communists could
accomplish anything. Now, following the revelation of the failures
of the much-halleyhooed ‘great leap,” the general tenor with regard
to Communist China is to believe that they are unable to do any-
thing right. We tend to swing back and forth. Both generalizations
are cqually wrong. We would be foolhardy, indeed, to underestimate
the power and potential of this regime despite its many problems.
Their very accomplishments, even in the fate of failure, arc
cnough to make us pause. Despite economic difficulties, the
Chinese are still turning out more steel today than Japan produced
at the time of Pearl Harbor. Despite difficultics, they have a
smoothly working communications and transport network—the
transport inadeguate but nevertheless working, They have a
standardized language and they have embarked on a formidable
program for literacy which can make their people more docile and
understanding minions for their command. They have a stable
curreney and a price control system. They have made their power
felt everywhere in the world, not only along the Indian border but
along the Russian border and in the Pacific. Communist China
has ‘stood up’ as Mao Tse-tung says, and in doing this it has
demonstrated only too clearly the achievements and energy of the
new leadership.

Muo’s regime has formidable problems, and a few of these
deserve at least passing mention. They have the problem of
Chinese nationalism and their relations with the Soviet Union to
deal with, They have the problem of a snowhalling burcauracy.
Snowballing committee work in burcauracy has been quite a
problem for the Chinese, and this is directly related to the
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problem of quality control in their manufactured goods. They have
a formidable problem in the lack of critical raw materials, particu-
larly of petroleum, 'They scem regularly to fire their Ministor of
Potroleum Industry for his failure to fulfill his quota of discover-
ing new petroleum reserves according to quota, They commit
doctrinaire blunders like the communes and the backyard furnaces
and they continue to have hostile relationships abroad and a con-
tinuing war with the Nationalists on Yormosa. Despite such
problems, Mao’s China is a formidable power whose policies
dictate that it will be in a constantly hostile relationship with
the United States, and we in turn must be prepared for the proh-
lems which this great new power center of Communist China is
going to continue to pose for the Frec World, Many of these stem
from the policics pursued by the Chinese Communist regime.
These, too, can only be understood in terms of an appreciation

of the historical perspective.

Mao makes porfectly clear his bid for hegemony in the Far East.
This has becn a Chinese policy for centurics. As one worried
Indian journalist has noted:

Chairman Mao Tse-tung writing some twenty years
ago (1939) pointed out: ‘In defeating China in war, the
imperialist powers have taken away many Chinesc
dependent states and a part of her territory. Japan took
Korca, Taiwan and the Ryukyu Islands, the Pescadores,
and Port Arthur. England seized Burma, Bhutan, Nepal,
and Hongkong. France occupied Annam, and even an
insignificant country like Portugal took Macao.’

Does China now claim all these territories? No, not yet.

A second policy of this regime, based upon the bolief of its
leaders that they have the answer to the world’s problems, is to
establish leadership in the underdeveloped world—Asin, Africa,
and Latin Ameriea. Ilere is a major source of difficulty with the
Soviets, for they attempt to exclude the Soviet representatives
from active participation in the revolutionary strategy in these
arcas. The Chairman of the Chinese Communist Government,
number two man in the Party, Liu Shao-chi, within a month after
the regime came to power, said that the road by which the Chinese
Communisis achieved their victory and by which they came to
power, is the road which must be followed by other colomal and
semicoloninl countries in achicving the people’s victory. The
Chinese, therefore, regard themselves as the foremost leaders and
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trailblazers for the underdeveloped world. This is marked by some
of their activities in Cuba and by some of their ambitions in
Africa. Mr. Khrushchev has been more than a little irritated that
the Chinese have been saying in Africa that they are colored and
the Russians are not colored, and that the Russians have no
place therc.

A third policy, which is just as much a part of this regime’s
standard policy as any could possibly be, is to control all Chiuese.
Until all areas where the Chincse live and coustitute a formidable
segment of the population are controlled, Mao Tse-tung can never
feel secure. It was based on the contributions of the overseas
Chinesc in Southeast Asia, that Sun Yat-scn was finally able to
overthrow the Manchu regime. As long as formidable groups of
Chinese remdin outside the control of Communist China, Mao’s
regime will never fecl sccure—totalitarian regimes ucver are any-
way. It must press forward to the solutiou of the Chinese problem,
‘China irridenta,’ so to speak.

A fourth policy of this regime is to sell its doctrine of inevita-
bility, to point out that Chinese doetrine constitutes a force on the
side of history, that it is natural that the Chinese are going to
assert their hegemony, their great power status, and their influence,
particularly in Asia. This is a possible motive behind the attack on
India launched QOctober 20, 1962, In addition to attempting to dis-
credit India, Peking kept stressing its theme that the Nehru govern-
ment could not possibly stand up against the power of the great
masses of the people as symbolized by ‘People’s China' and its
allies all over the world.

The doctrine of inevitability and the manner in bringing about a
world victory for communism underlie some of the difficulties which
the Chinese Communists are having with the Soviet Union at the
moment. In order to achieve its goals, another major policy of this
regime is to isolate and destroy the United States. Nowhere in the
history of the world has an intcnse hate campaign been carried on
against any government of the magnitude aud duration of that which
the Chinese Communist regime has carried on against the United
States government within the last 18 years. We are the only power
in the Western Pacific capable of preventing Mao Tse-tung and his
comrades from achieving their goals of regional hegemony and
moving on to the ‘inevitable’ victories they expect. Therefore the
‘hate-America’ campaign has been played at constant high piteh.
The Peking leaders attempt to intimidate the smaller powers to
prevent them from coming to any sort of accommodation or amicable
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relationship with the United States for fear that it will antagonizc
the great neighbor to the north. There is much logic behind
Peking’s policy of hatred for the United States. It has had a pro-
found impact in Japan, and the Chinese Communists are very
sensitive about Japan,

Bcehind all of these policies of this regime lies a goal of
achicving for China, for Communist China, and for Chinese civili-
zation, a major world power status. On this the Chincse Commu-
nists, every last one of them, exhibit a scnsitivity that bespeaks
an cssential chauvinism in their makeup which we have too little
appreciated in the past,

The conclusions which one reaches after this brief survey of
the forces and factors behind the Mao Tse-tung regime, of the
doctrines and factors which Mao Tsc-tung himself puts forward as
the truth, the achievements of the regime and its policies, arc not
very pleasant conclusions. First, the Chinese Communist regime
today is a major, if not the major, threat to world peace. They
belicve in the efficacy of military action. Says Mao, ‘Political
power grows out of the barre!l of a gun . . .. War can only be
abolished through war.’ Mao parrots Clausewitz and Lenin by
saying, ‘Politics is war without bloodshed; war 1s politics with
bloodshed.’

A second conclnsion is that this regime has created a totali-
tarian despotism nnmatched anywhere in history for the intensity
of its control, for the scope of its control, and for the threat it
poses to its neighbors.

A third conclusion follows: any accommodation, any concession
to this regime in the context of the great sweep of history—in the
context within which Mao Tse-tung and his colleagues view the
world—can only be viewed as a further step in the inevitable victory
of their dogma and of their system, and will only be used as the
hasis for pressing for yet another victory, This means that in order
to break the myth of inevitability the only power capable of pre-
venting further concessions, the United States, is going to have
to stand as inflexibly steadfast in opposition ag it possibly can.
And in these days of emphasizing relaxation of tension this is
going to be a very difficult task indeed. On the manner in which
we approach it may hang the fate of freedom’s struggle against
despotism everywhere in the world,
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