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THE POLITICS
OF COMMUNIST
CONFRONTATION

Part XI--Communism

COLD WAR OPERATIONS:

in Asia

by

Professor Lyman B. Kirkpatrick, Jr.

(A serics of leclures by Professor Lyman B, Kirkpatrick, Jr., of the Political
Science Department, Brown University, given at the Uniled States Naval War
College as u part of the Electives Program. These leclures are selected from those
in a course enlitled Cold War Operations which Professor Kivkpatrick presents at
Brown. The original series, which consisted of eight lectures, was given during the
1966-67 Llerm. For Lhe present term, Professor Kirkpatrick presents four
additional leetures. Thus, the series is cxpanded to twelve leclures. This is the

eleventh leelure; the final one will appear in the next issue.)

The most imporlant factors alfecting
communism in Asia in 1968 are Lhe
condilions inside China and the war in
Vietnam,

AL the slart of the 1960 Lthe pres-
lige of China was surging upward. T'he
Chinese Commnnisl vevolution had sur-
vived a decade which had  ineluded
several major mislakes such as the com-
mune program and backyard industry us
well as natural disasters in floods and

Published by U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons, 1968

drought. But the counlry appeared
united under the government in Peking,
andl  the  slumbering  dragon seemed
aboul Lo move,

Chinese emissaries Lraveled through-
out Asia and Alrica with offers of aid
and Leade and, of course, the request lor
close political alignmenl. They urged
comparison ol their surging revolution
with what they alleged was & stagnating
Soviel system, contrasted unfavorably
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Russian revisionism with the true faith
of Mao, and drew allention Lo their
military prowess displayed in the Ko-
rean war.

Accomplishments inside China ap-
peared Lo substantiate their claims,
There was civil order, and [orcign visi-
Lors saw signs ol ceonomic progress, The
delonation ol their lirst nuclear explo-
sion and the development of their [irst
intermediate-range  missile  seemed Lo
give credence to Chinese claims of great
power slatus. Then a serics of disasters
Lorpedocd Chinese (oreign policy and in
a period of a lew years nol only
darkened the luster of China’s repula-
tion hut isolated China bolh diplomalti-
cally from other nations and politically
from Lhe other Communist Parties.

‘I'be split with the Soviet Union
became an open and undignified brawl
dumaging Lo both sides and lo olher
Communist Parlics who, as somelimes
oceurs iu a family quareel, were asked Lo
take sides. The aid and trade was fre-
quently inlerior and unrelizhle. Chinese
diplomats  were  often  arroganl  and
transgressed even Lhe broadest limila-
lions in interlering in internal alfairs of
other naltions. The atlack on India
chilled many of China’s mosl ardent
admirers in Asia. China’s transparent
role in the altempled eoup in Indonesia
in Octoher 1965 brought death Lo hun-
dreds of thousands of Communists. The
civil strife in Ching itsell did the greatest
damage, for what started oul as a rather
juvenile and somewhat humorous elfort
ol lather Mao Lo revilalize the Magging
revolution turned into an appalling (for
Communists) speclacle of an uncon-
trolled power struggle in the Party,
Obviously it has disrupled China’s for-
ward progress. The lack ol civilized
conducl Loward the foreign diplomalic
corps musl have had a telling effect on
even Lhe newest and leasl sophisticated
ol nations.

China’s conducl obviously allecled
altitudes toward the war in Vietnam,
The North Vielnamese have never

wanled Chinese  intervention, cven
though hoping for massive aid and
assistance. Their move Lo a ncutral
posilion in the Sino-Soviel split re-
flecled both added disenehantment wilth
China as well as the necessity for in-
creased  shipments of Russian  equip-
ment, Both the North Korcan and Japa-
nese Communist Parlics, potentially the
closest of Chinese allics, especially the
lormer wilh a considerable obligation
remaining from Lhe Korean war, nol
only moved to a neatral posilion bul
onc increasingly critieal of the size of
Chinese aid to North Vietnam and the
accepled lact of inlerference with Rus-
sian shipments. South Vielnam'’s Com-
munists and those in Laos also moved
into a neutral position. Thug China finds
ilsell in the most unusual position of
not having any Communist Party allies
in its own geographical arca which it
jealously considers its exelusive sphere
ol influence. 1t can count on splinter
groups in Japan, Burma, Thailand, and
Australia and on the insignificanl New
Zealand Communist Party, bul aside
from gucrrillas in Malaysia and under-
ground operators clsewhere, ils only
tre ally is Albania,

The continued  presenee ol  Lhe
Uniled States in Vietnam obviously has
a deterrent effecl on communism in
Asia. While il might bhe o exlreme to
say, as some have, that this resulted in
the anti-Communisl victory in lndo-
nesia, il would be equally unwise Lo
claim it had no effect. Until some
elfeclive regional body is developed thal
can supply assislance where Comnunist
insurgeney  threatens,  United  Stales
presence  in Asia will be  necessary
whether it will be as a goarantee Lo
Taiwan or Soulh Vietnam or as a distant
bul real deterrent to China. 1L might be
that this position would nol be un-
acceplable Lo the Soviel Union which
obviously cannol he unhappy at some
delerrenl on Lhe other side of China,

A summary ol the status of commu-
nism in the various counlrics in Asia
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follows:

Australia. The Comuunists in Aus-
Lealia are split into pro-Moscow and
pro-Peking partics of which the former
is the larger. While they have nol won
any secats in either the House or Lhe
Senate, Communists are in control of
some of the major labor unions and
through these are able Lo exert pressure
on Lhe Tabor Parly. They are particu-
laely aclive among students and immi-
granls.

Burma. A single party under govern-
menl auspices represents overl political
aclivity, while the White Ilag (4,000
membersy and Bed Flag (1,000 mem-
bers) Communist Parties operate il
legaily. Bolh parlics are pro-Peking and

have been  waging  guerrilla - warlare
against Lhe government,
Cambodia, The Peoples  Socialist

Community (Sangkum) of Prince Si-
hanouk ran all of the candidales and
won all of the scats in the cleclion of
1966, The small Communist Peoples
Revolutionary Parly operates through
the (ront of the Pracheachon Parly
which is also suppressed by the govern-
menk, There are Communist  cadres
aclive in Lhe Vietnamese and Chinese
clhnic groups.

China: Communist: China has been
in the throes of a power struggle since
1966 that may drastically change the
piarly and the governmental strueture,
Started originatly by Mao T'se-lnng as an
cfforl Lo combal Lhe apathy of the
publie, corruption in the government,
and  administealive  incompetence, the
go-called Cultural Revolution quickly
turned into a hattle for control of the
party that still threatens to retuen the
country to anarchy and chaos. As an
initial effort to purge the eountry of
antiparty clements, pacticularly among
the inteliectuals, Mao closed Lhe schools
and colleges and organized the youth
into a Red Guard. This got oul of hand,
and the chanting masses of youth

mouthing quotations from Mao inter
vened inoall areas of national life,
including party alfairs, and had Lo he
relurned Lo their homes and schools
with some difficully. More and more
the principal  stabilizing element  has
heen  the Peoples liberation  Army
which is now in control in more than
hall of the provinees of China. There is
little question bul thal this struggle in
China, now in its third year and still
continuing, has cost the country con-
siderably in cconomie  developinent,
political control, and international pres-
Ligzee,

China: Nationalist: The Communist
Party s illegal and there is no evidence
of any underground aclivily or, for thal
malter, of much opposition Lo the
dominanl Kuominglang Party.

Hong Kong, The Emergeney Regula-
Lions make illegal any group affiliated
wilh a political organization oulside Lhe
Crown Colony, bul this does not pre-
venl  exlensive  Communist — aclivily
directed by the parly in Peking, The
Communists  are  powerful in  labor
unions, husiness establishments, and the
public media and use Hong Keng as a
Lransil poinl and base lor propaganda.

Indonesia. The aborlive coup of 1
Oclober 1965 destroyed  Lhe second
largest (alter China) Communist Parly
in Asia aller several hundeed thousand
ol its memhers were killed and millions
of ils supporters Lurned  elsewhere,
There may be as many as 150,000
members sull left, bul as long as the
wilitary control the government any
aclivity will he promptly erushed.

Japan. Communists lotal about
250,000, but the Japanese Communist
Parly can poll close to 10 Limes that
uumber in eleetions for the Iouse ol
Representalives. Fven  this namber is
sufficient to win only about five scats in
the House of Representatives (486
seals) or three in the House of Coun-
cillors (127 secals). The Communists are

Published by U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons, 1968
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fragmented by the Sino-Soviet split. The
largest body is the Japanese Communist
Party which tries to [ollow an inde-
pendent line and opposes both “modern
revisionisim” (Soviet Union) and “left
wing dogmatism” (China). There are
several dissident groups that are pro-
Soviet: the Socialist Reform Movement,
United Socialism League, and Voice of
Japan. The pro-Peking groups include
the “Liberation Front” and the Chosho
Shimbun faction which are supported
by the Chinese Communist Party. The
electoral effectivencss of the Commu-
nists is seriously reduced both by the
fragmentation and the fact that much of
the appeal is absorbed by the non-
Communist left of the Japanese Social-
ist Party and by the center Komeito
Party of the Soka Gakkai Buddhist sect.
However, the Communists receive con-
siderable support from these parties in
public demonstrations against nuclear
arms, the security treaty with the
United States, and American bases in
Japan. The Communists have an exten-
sive number of front organizations.

Laos. The Government of National
Union technically consists of three ele-
ments: the rightists, neutralists, and the
Communist-dominated Laotian Patriotic
Front (Neo Lao Hak Yat-NIhx). [n
effect, the Nlhx ignores the national
government and controls those portions
of the country in the north and east
held by the Laotian Peoples Liberation
Army which was formerly known as the
Pathet Lao. The Nlhx tries to follow an
independent line and maintain good
relations with Moscow, Peking, and
Hanoi, but inasmuch as its principal
support comes from the latter two, and
principally North Vietnam, one should
assume its influence is strongest espe-
cially in view of the not inconsiderable
numbers of North Vietnamese troops in
the country.

Malaysia. The Communist Party is
illegal, but there is infiltration into the
Socialist Front Party in Malaya and the

United Peoples Party in Sarawak. There
are several thousand Communists in the
underground Communist organizations
in Malaya and Sarawak. The Communist
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Party ol Malaya operates (v a head-
quarters in Thailand, is predominantly
Chinese and pro-Peking. In Sarawak the
parly is also largely Chinese and op-
erates primarily from Indonesian terri-
tory even though sappressed in that
territory. During  the  Malaysia-lndo-
nesian War, the Indonesians  troined
several hundred Sarawak Communists,

Mongolia. The Mongolian Peoples
Revolutionary Parly {Communist) has a
membership ol about 50,000 and di-
reels all ceconomic, political, and social
activity ol the country, 1L has cousis
Lently supported Moscow in Lhe Sino-
Soviel split ane in 1900 purped the
Central Gommittee of all Chinese ele-
ments, The same year the connlry
signed a 20-yeur Lrealy of mutual assis-
tance wilh the Soviel Union.

New Zealand. The Communist Party
is pro-Peking, bul there is a small
Socialist  Unity Parly which is pro-
Moscow. The parly has only a lew
hundred members with the usual ralio
ol about 1 limes that number of
sympathizers, hut it is inefTectual politi-
cally and polled only 1,207 voles (one-
tenth ol 1 pereent) in the Noyember
L9606 clections,

North Korea, The Korcan Workers
Party (Communisty with a membership
of 1,600,000 dominates all political
aclivily even Lhough Llwo olher so-called
parties, Lhe Democratic and Religious
Ch’ongu, are allowed 1o exist. The
Korean Workers Parly has moved from a
pro-Peking alignment Lo a more inde-
pendent position in the Sino-Soviel dis-
pute. ILis critical of Chinese assistance
Lo North Vietnam with which it has
close relations,

North Vietnam. 'The Workers Parly
(lLao Dong) founded in 1951 is the
successor Lo Lhe Indochinese Commu-
mist Partly and despile o membership of
less than 3 percent of the population
(700,000) Lightly countrols the country,
In 1965 it shifted from a pro-Peking

position in the Sino-Soviet dispule Lo
nentrality  that has succceded in ob-
Laining considerable assistance from the
Soviel Union, including  increasingly
sophisticaled weaponry, as well as con-
tinued Chinese support in the way of
snall arms, (ood, and consumer poods.

Philippines. The Communist Party
was oullawed by the Anti-Snbversion
Act of 1957, and its clandestine activily
is primarily the remnants of the Tuk-
haluhap guerrillas in centeal and south-
ern Lozon which number several hun-
deed but also inetude some  dissident
farmers and bandits. The Communists
are also active in lahor, youth, and
pueasanl proups.

Singapore. The government of Lo
Kuan Yew, both belore the separation
rom Malaysia i 1965 and since, has
allempled o suppress all Communist
activilty. The underground Commiunist
Parly, almost exclusively Chinese, acts
as an arm ol the Malaysia parly and is
pro-Leking. There is some Communist
infiltration into labor unions and youth
groups,

South Korea. Under the Constitulion
any political parly can he ordered dis-
banded i ils aclivitics are considered
subversive, The National Sceurity Ael of
1948 restricted Communist aclivilics.
The South Korean Labor Party (Com-
munisty was ordered dissolved n 1949,
The Auti-Communist Law ol 1901 pro-
hibits all Communisl activily. There is ¢
small uuderground apparatus direcled
and maintained by North Korea.

South Vietnam. The Comnunist
Parly was oullawed in 1955 and has
operated underground gince thal Lime
developing a  shadow  government
throughoul the country with a military
adre of more than 100,000 guerrilla
{ighters, another 40,000 in the political
cadres, ared 20,000 in the administrative
unils.

Thailand. Political parlies are pro-
hibited, and all Communisl aclivily is
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COMMUNISM 1N ASIA

Active Attitude

Legal Youth Labor Rural Pro-China Pro-Soviet Independent Members

Australia Yeas Yes Yes -- Some Larger - 5,000
Burrna No - - Yes Yes - - 5,000
Cambodia No - - - - -- - 100
China, Communist Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No 21,000,000
China, Nationalist No No No No - - - Nil
Hong Kong No Yes Yes - Yes No No ?
Indonesia No - - - ? ? - 150,000
Japan Yes Yes Yes No Some Some Yes 250,000
Laos Yes Yes - Yes -- - Yes ?
Malaysia No -- - Yes Yes -- - 3,000
Mongolia Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes -- 50,000
New Zealand Yes - - - Yes Some - 400
North Korea Yes Yes Yes Yes - - Yes 1,600,000
North Vietnam Yes Yes Yes Yes - - Yes 760,000
Philippines No - - Yes - -- Yes 1,750
Singapore No - - - Yes - - 200
South Korea No - - - - - - Nil
South Vietnam No Yes Yes Yes - - Yes 250,000
Thailand No - - Yes Yes - - 3,000
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underground. lu the northeast an insur- horder with Malaysia there are several
geney movemenl sponsored by Norlh hundred terrorists who operale in both
Vietnam is lrying Lo Llerrorize the vil- connlries, The Thai Communist Parly is
lages and is cspecially active among Lthe  pro-Pekiug.

40,000 Vietnamese relugees. Along the

Wy

With many calenlalions, one can win; with few one cannot. lHow much
less chance ol vielory has one who makes none al all' By Lhis means |
examine the siluation and the vuteome will be elearly apparent.

Sun Tzu, 400-320 B0, The Art of War, i
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This seetion has been established Lo provide a forum for the uselul exchange ol
ideas between Naval War Callege Review readers and the Naval War College.
Unofficial comments by the readers on arlicles which appear in the Review are
‘!m:our;lgutl and will be considered Tor publication in subsequent issues. -
Comments should be addressed Lto: The Bditor, Naval War College Revietn, Naval §
War College, Newport, Rhode Island 02840
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