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RUSSIA, CHINA, AND INSURGENCY 

1'his article is part of the solutio,i tile author submitted /or the second indallment 
of the Naval War College Counterinsurgency Corrcsponclence Course, 1'1tis install� 
ment deals wit/, Communist theoryt strategy, and tactics iri relation to insurgency, 
mid it includes consideration of the divergent approaches to this subject taken by tlw 
Soviet Union and Communist China. Rather than replying separately to each of tlrn 
specific quest.ions contained in the syllabus. tfie autlwr chose to respond collectively 
to /<Htr of the installment's seven questions. ln so doing, he composed a provocutive 
essay in which he analyzes the role tltat ideology plays in Soviet and Chinese 
Communist policy and the impact that it has had on the "Third World" to the 
detriment of the United States, 1'he author feels that any attempt to a.<sign the 
effectiveness of guerrilla warfare solely to a conspiratorial international Communist 
movement ignores the relevance of this ideology to the Third World and limits 
conceptually the means of dealing with this complex silu.ation.. 

by 

Lieutenant Commander John H. Norton, U.S. Naval Reserve 

Although ,m understanding of Comw 
nmnist ideology is import.ant in any 
study of contcmporury insurgency, con� 
ccntralion on the "lhcory of world 
revolution H may cause a far more hasic 
problem to he ignornd: Whnt ii; the role 
of insurgency in the total foreign 
policies of the two major Cotnmunisl 
countriel? It is this tJUcstion which T 
consider more significant, both for tl1c 
general conduct of American foreign 
policy and for Um construction of an 
adequate response lo iusurgcncy. 

We arc nol (or should nol he) fight­
ing au id,�ology. To <lo so is lo joust 

with a phantom. Time uud truth take 
care of ideologies; they either change 
and a<lnpl themselves to the human 
condition, or they become irrelevant 
and ore discarded. As Hans Morgcnthau 
puts il: 

A foreign policy which takes 
for its standard the active hostility 
lo a worfd�wide political move-­
mcnt, such as J acobinism, liberal­
ism, or Communism, confuses the 
sphere of philosophic or moral 
judbryncnt with lhc realm of politi­
cal nction

t and for this reason it is 
hound to fail. 1
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