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Brennan: SDS Tactics as an Indicator of Aims Designed to Influence U.S. Fo

The mass media have presented the SDS os an organization primarily interested in
domestic issues and concerned with foreign policy only to the exienl that it
compeles with domestic programs for limited finaneial resources. In foct, however,
the main thrust of the SDS program relates to ULS, foreign policy. The goal of the
movement is the isolation of the United Siates from the world arena and a political
revolution that brings to power an elite group of radicals,

SDS TACTICS AS AN INDICATOR OF AIMS

DESIGNED TO INFLUENCE

U.S. FOREIGN POLICY

A research paper prepared

by

Major Robert V. Brennan, U.S. Marine Corps

School of Naval Command and Staff

Origin of the Students for a Demo-
cratic Society. The soctal unrest and
demand for change which have swept
the country during the 19607 have: been
considered by many as phenomena of
the times, The rebelliousness and dissi-
dent behavior on our college campuses
have brought a new and distinet charac-
ter to student movements, Different
from historically recorded  student
movements, the new movement is na-
tional in scope and complex in nature.
It is different because it endorses and
engages in direcl political activism, The
communications media of the 1960%
have shown the movement in its mili-
tant and revolutionary form; however,
to understand the student movement it
15 necessury to delve into taclics and
aims.

The DS began in 1960 as the youth
affiliate of the League for Industrial

Democracy.” The league is the successor
Lo the Intereollegiate Socialist Socicly, a
group organized in 1903 to mobilize the
country’s intelligentsia to teach social-
ism and collective ownership through-
out the Nation.? In June of 1962, 59
people attended what is considered to
be the SDS founding convention at the
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Labor Cen-
ter in Port Huron, Mich.?

It was at this convention that the
SIS manilesto, which has become
known as the “Port Huron Statement,”
was first presented. This document
called for massive public pressure o
make the Government and the economy
responsive to popular control and de-
clared the bankruptey of America’s cold
war policies. It further pledged SDS 1o
work for the ereation of a New Left and
placed special emphasis on the potential
of the universily as a radical center. The
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preamble in the original text stated that
the SDS program was “counterposed Lo
authoritarian movements both of com-
munisin and the Domestic right.” The
“Port Huron Statement” also coined the
phrase “‘Participatory Democracy”
which called for a “town meeting” Lype
government.® This gave further impctus
to the type of organization that the SDS
desired.

It was during 1962 that the SDS
began Lo emerge as a potent force for
campus activism. The movement, made
up moslly of studenis, was initially felt
to be liberally oriented bul radically
disposed. This radical predilection was
evident in its distrust of compromise
and its proclivity for direct action. The
original SDS organization has grown
from 59 students at Ll colleges to a
present membership claim of 70,000
students at over 350 colleges and univer-
sities.”

In June of 1969 the SDS sphit into
theee [actions: the Weathermen (also
referred 1o as Revolutionary  Youth
Movement 1), Revelutionary Youth
Movement II, and the Progressive Labor
Parly (pro-Mao Tsetung) group.® The
Weatherman faction is militant in na-
ture, while the other two factions advo-
cate nonviolent, educational forms of
protest—at least until the pcoglc’s eon-
sciousness has been developed.” For the
purpose of lhis paper, all factions will
be considered as part of SDS,

An Analysis of SDS Tacties. The
scenario of the SDS confrontation tac-
tics has been widely reported in the
mass media. Therefore it is not neces-
sary lo point out what has occurred at
this or thal universily or meeling, bul
rather to bring about some understand-
ing of the tactics used by SDS in ils
confrontations with the “cstablish-
ment.”

The SDS has attempted to develop
radical political consciousness among
students by focusing their attention on
the ties between the university as an

instrument o “channel” students by
“pressurized guidance”™ into particular
fields for the good of the “cstablish-
ment,”® In focusing attention on these
relationships, the SDS has opencd the
way for their conlrontations with the
“system.” In their view the “system”
includes these tlargets: the umiversity,
the Reserve Officers” Training Corps,
the Selective Service System, campus
recruiting, and the Nation’s industrial
base.

In analyxing the SDS tactics with
regard to Lhe aforemenlioned targels,
four techniques of confrontation kecp
recurring,.  These  techniques  inelude
issucs, coordination, propaganda, and
“moral absohitism.”™ Taken together
they form a pattern which might be
labeled a  “template  for analysis.”
Through a discussion of specific inci-
dents and statements, the rcader will
gain the facility to analyze other arcas
of studenl confrontation with which he
is more familiar.

The SDS in ils confrontations with
the sclected targets has made great use
ol the “issues.” The attempt is made in
each case to connecl campus issues, no
malter how academic, lo off-campus
questions  which arec political. Carl
Davidson, a former national SDS of-
ficer, has stated the necessity of lying
the university ranking system to the
Seleetive Service System and the ROTC
issucs to the “fighting of Aggressive
[sic] wars of oppression abroad.™ The
University placement office has become
the focus of their political action aimed
at the national industrial base. The
“immorality of napalm™ is bound to
Dow Chemical Corporation, and the
students arc urged to “run them off
campus . . . because of their complicity
in war crimes.”® One other linking of
issues was presented in the 1966 SDS
Anti-Draft Resolution which tied the
draft Lo the cconomic and foreign pol-
iey objectives of the United States.!!
The use of issues has been {further
crystallized in a statement by Philip A.
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Luce, a former leader of the Progressive
Labor Party.

Confrontation as a revolutionary
tactic works like this: Manipulate
people into a posture wherein
they are in dircet conflict with
some power source and violenee
can be created. The first key is to
broaden support for the apparent
cause through the rising [sic] of
false issues. Second, demand from
the power source concessions that
they can not or will not accept.
Then claim that the student will
has been thwarted and the only
answer ig peacelul but extra legal
mecasures Lo gain the demanded
changes,'?

This ercation of issucs was Lo be seen
even prior 1o the statement by Luce. At
Columbia University in April of 1968,
the Institute for Defense Analysis and
the construction of a Columbia-owned
gymnagium in Harlem became the great
issucs of confrontation.'® Howcever,
Mark Rudd, the leader of the Columbia
SDS, speaking of these issucs at a
lecture at Harvard, stated: “We manu-
factured the issucs, the Institute for
Defense Analysis is nothing at Colum-
bia. Just three professors. And the gym
issue is bull. It doesn’t mean anything to
anybody, 1 had never been Lo the gym
site belore the demonstration began. [
didn’t even know how to get there,”!?

The SDS has considered the “issucs™
as matters around which larger masses
of students may be “radicalized™ or
“politicized” toward the eventual re-
form of other social institutions.!$ The
purpose of these “issucs” is not the
solving of the Nation’s problems, but
rather to gain support for the organiza-
tion’s programs. The issues Lhal are
considered viable are those that will
cause a rcaction by the masses against
the established order, The purpose is to
show that incidents such as Vietnam are

caused by thef}ystem and are not just an
Published by U.S. Na

aberration of it. [n keeping with this, a
leading member of the Stanford Univer-
silty SDS attempted as carly as 1967 1o
close Victnam as a “viable issuc™ be-
cause now even the university trustecs
desired a withdrawal."® The issues that
gain support and sympathy from the
masses but not the “establishment™ are
considercd viable, and the coordination
that is used to highlight these issues,
through confronlation, is then planned.

One of the mysteries of SDS has
been its ability to disseminate informa-
tion and coordinate its complex activi-
tics on a national basis, Tt has been
intimated by some that the mass me-
dia’s devotion of time and space to SDS
activities has given the movement a
means of coordinating the use of similar
tactics,'? This may be true for specific
taclics, such as threatening to burn a
dog as a symbolistic gesture.’® How-
ever, it still does not explain the co-
ordination of the large “single-shot™
event nor does it reflect Lthe spon-
tuncous character attributed to the
movement by the media,

The SDS ability and use of effective
coordinaling Lechniques can be seen by
the timeliness of their planning and the
commonly known results of the follow-
ing specific actions:

A. The first large-scale march
(15,000 on Washington, D.C., in April
of 1965 was planned by the National
Council of SDS in December of 1964,'°

B. The Columbia University demon-
stration was planned in detail in Qcto-
ber of 1967 while the actual confronta-
tion took place in April of 1968,2°

C.The confronlations which took
place at the Democratic Conyention in

June of 1968 were announced to the

author of this paper approximately 7
months prior to the cvent.

As with all revolutionary movements,
SDS  coordination tlechniques include
the use of locally produced literature,
One example of this close coordination

is the linking of the 1966 Anti-Draft

val War College Digital Commons, 1970



https:’

68 NAVAL W{X“ffilévﬁflﬁo‘lﬁ%e;ﬁevﬁﬁvﬁ‘ﬁ[zwo], No. 7, Art. 8

Resolution at Berkeley with Carl David-
son’s “Praxis Mukes Perfect,” which scts
forth the tactics 1o be adopted.*? An-
other example of the SDS capability to
project the same view on diflerent
campuses  simullancously  was  signifi-
cantly shown in April of 1969 when
identical editorials demanding the aboli-
tion of ROTG appeared in 29 indepen-
dent college newspapers.®

The importance of the media as a
means of inltuencing eampus aclivities
has been fully recognized by the SDS,
The organizalion [cels that the studenl
movement must: “(1) Try Lo gain con-
trol of as much of the established
campus cultural apparatus as possible,
(2) if control is not possible, they
should try to influence and/or resist it
when necessury and (3) develop a new
counter apparatus of their own.”?% By
having their own people on the stafl of
the campus media the SDS has al-
tempted 1o gain, lhrough the media,
student body supporl for ils programs,

The need of media control by the
SDS can be viewed also from one other
dircetion, llolsti has writlen that propa-
ganda is most cflective againsl youth
and that it is most successful if it is the
major source ol information {or a par-
ticular targel group.?® After paining
conlrol of the local media or establish-
ing counteroutiets for the dissemination
of information, the SIS is able Lo bring
to bear all the techniques and method-
ology ol propaganda. The techniques
cemployed are name calling (Marine Kill-
crs, Chicago Pigs), glittering gencralitics
(the university exists to provide the
military-industrial complex with trained
manpower), transler (capitalism is deca-
dent; edueation in the United States is
in its historically most irrational and
decadent state), testimonial (the use of
politicians and generals to erilicize the
Nation’s policies), selection (the collec-
tion and promulgation of just thosc
facls Lhat supporl predetermined objee-
tives)*® und finally the bandwagon (all
wwer Lo the people; all peace-loving

people recognize that. .. ). The use of
these  techniques by SDS-sponsored
media and Lthe suceess of these methods
are  demonstraicd by the rapid rise
shown in the SDS influence and mem-
bership.

The SDS has attempted Lo gain sup-
port through the use of whal Ellul terms
“agitation propaganda,” This is a type
ol propaganda used by mosl revolu-
tionary movements, and il is aimed al
gaining support for issues, The eflect of
“ugilation propaganda” may be of a
relatively  short  duralion. Through
propugatda of this nature, S1S has been
able 1o use ils “issucs” lor great short-
term advantages. The use of its con-
trolled media lends itsell well 1o this
form of tactic which is often used Lo
disrupt established order.?” Once the
confrontation has been gained through
the issues and coordination, propaganda
is the Lool which moves the participants
to uction. The SDS then addresses the
confrontation from a position of “moral
absolutism, ”

The {inal Lechnique which completes
the “template for analysis™ is the use of
“motal absolutism” hy the SDS. Moral
abgolulism iz defined as a circumstance
where the pursuit of ends regarded as
supremely good and  desirable  legiti-
mutes Lhe use of all means, including
coercion and violation of the rights and
freedom of others, which are belicved Lo
be neeessary Lo aceomplish the goals.

Although the faculty and students al
Columbia endorsed Lhe principle of an
“open campus,” the awards ceremony
of the Naval Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps was distuptled because the SDS
did not feel that the NROFC had a right
o be on the campus®® The “open
campus” policy was {urther ignored
when canpus recruiting by the Armed
Forces and industrial firms was dis-
rupted, bhecause the SDS stated these
institutions were inherently cvil.

The leeling of those within the move-
ment is that SDS represents all that is
good, and, thercfore, this legitimates

/digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol23/iss7/8
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any action that [osters “goodness.”
Feuer points oul that this tactic is not
new and was used by the Nazi Student-
enschafl in 1933 and the French Stu-
dent Movement  (1932-1941), which
supported Mussolini’s imperialism and
eventually sided with the Vichy regime.
German  students entered  elassrooms
insulting liberal professors while justi-
{ying their disruplion by arguing that
only those with whom they agreed had
the right to teach.2® The Fascists lelt,
as the SDS of today, that the students
should stop bearing the “burdens™ of
the old. Feuer also points to the irony
of the French student movement’s
moral position in that it was credited
with helping the French prepare for
capitulation to the Germans. The SDS
tactic of not allowing all to have {ree-
dom of expression has been vividly
covered by the mass medin during the
1968 presidential elections and during
the visits of many guest lecturers to the
college campuses,

The innovation of combining the
four techniques of confrontalion into a
successlul tactical mode has given the
SDS a dramatic modus operandi which
added to its own membership and
gained for the SDS many temporary
allics, The sucecess SDS hus enjoyed,
using these technigues of confrontation,
has exerted an influcnee toward a
chunge in basic orienlation, ic., from
protest o resistance. This program of
resistance is hest described by former
SDS  national secrctary Greg Calvert
who has stated, “No matter what
America demands, it does nol possess
us. Whenever that demand comes, we
resist.”@® The change from protest Lo
resislance 15 framed by Carl Davidson in
the following stalement: “Do we work
within the system? Of course we do,
The question is nol one of working
‘inside” or ‘outside’ rather, the question
is do we play by the cstablished rules?
Here the answer is an emphaltic No.”3!

The SDS has exhibited the compe-
tence to direct the “movement” down

the path of participation through con-
{frontation activism. The path of resis-
tance, though incongruons to middle-
class America, is the path that SDS has
chosen Lo follow, The course of thal
resistance has been sct by the leaders of
S80S, and termination of this direction
will come only through realistic ap-
proaches by the “cstablishment™ 1o the
problems of the societly as viswalized in
the ideabistic thought of the young.
Society’s problems must be solved to
prevent the radicalization of the truly
concerncd youth, The template serves as
a way to understand the aclions that are
ltaking place; it does nol explain the
SDS mystigue.

Core Influences on the SDS Move-
ment. A close examination of SDS and
s activitics reveals that the movement
offers nol a program, but a choice—a
choice between “the revolulion™ and
American  democracy,  Unlorlunately,
and possibly by design, the answers to
what happens “the day after the revolu-
tion” are not laid out, and therclore this
information must be derived from the
movement’s empirical design.

Some uselul insights into the SDS as
a sociopolitical group can be gained by
examining the influences that have given
the movement impetus, The movement
has been greatly influenced by the
wrilings of (. Wright Mills, Paul Good-
man, Herhert Marcuse, Regis Debray,
Robert Nisbert,®? Staughton Lynd, Che
Guevera, Carl Davidson, Thomas Hay-
den, and Carl Oglesby. The last three
listed could be classified as the move-
menls lacticians while the remaining are
better identificd as theoreticians,

C. Wright Mills turned to the intellec-
tuals as the agents for social ehange. He
observed that it was a handful of stu-
dent intellectuals that moved the Cuban
Revolution to fruition and that this
made the Cuban movement different
from previously known revolutions,®?
The revolutionary fervor was forged by
bourgeois intellectuals who considercd
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themselves the base of a new order
because their revolution was not eco-
nomically determined or inspired.>*
Through the middle-class intelleclual
character that the SDS brings to revola-
tion, a parallel can be drawn between
the SDS and the Cuban movement.
Similar to their emulated movement,
the SDS views its revolution as founded
on morality and its strength resting with
the young intellectuals rather than with
labor.

Paul Goodman, who has been labeled
a Ireewheeling anarchistic spirit, has
influenced the SDS into placing all of
society in the polilical arena. In this
way no phase of life is left untouched
by political thought. There is a rejection
on the parl of SDS and Goodman to the
separation of morality and politics.
Jonathan Eigen and David Steinberg
have credited Goodman’s theorics of
behavior and social control with giving
the movement ils revolutionary im-
pact.>® If the political aims of the
writers mentioned could be meshed, the
synthesis would be an endorsement for
a complete social revolution leading to a
new world order controlled by a small
clite group.

The ideal and term thal has initially
conslituted a core influence on the
movement is “Participatory Democe-
racy.” This is a decentralized system
withoul real leadership which gives
equal voice to all, The ideal iz an
altractive one; il places every individual
in a position where he has a voice in the
forces that shape his own life, Though it
presents  the individual a voice, it
strongly rejecls the contention that re-
form can be achieved through cstab-
lished parliamentary procedures.®

The SDS belicves that ils meelings
should produce a unanimity of view-
point; yet it still prizes a rebellious,
strong-willed individualism and indepen-
dence of mind,*? Policies are set and
action is delermined by those who, in
the maclstrom of diseussion and debate,
exert the mosl influence through

courage, articulatencss, reasonablencss,
and sensitivity to the feclings of the
group.>® This method appears best
suited lo an aclion movement which
mobilizes and focuses the moral energies
of young people in briel, onc-event
actions. Nevertheless, the SDS defend
the wider ulility of this form of govern-
ment by citing the successful control by
workers ol cooperalive factories and
citizen participalion in classic town
mectings.?®

Critics of “Participatory Democracy”
have argucd thatl it is a vaguc, utopian
notion that could never provide a work-
able system of government on a mass
scale.?® Initially students associated
themselves with the rhetoric and ide-
ology of the phrase Thomas Hayden had
coined and have pushed it to reform
socicty.*' Staughton Lynd, who has
compared “Participatory Democraey™
with “Soviet Democracy,” has sinee
stated it may have been the 4pmduct ofa
naive carly stage of protest.*? This same
view of a revolutionary movement is
attributed to Lenin by Feuer. Lenin felt
that it was nol possible for the working
class to acquire the outlook Lo cnable
them Lo vote intelltigently, therefore the
minorily must seize the stale power,
Then, holding the real power, they
would “convince” the majority to
aceept its policics,*? The “Participatory
Democrat” likewise has shown no in-
clination to abide by elections or parlia-
mentary procedurcs. The basic argu-
ment purports that, gince the masses are
nonparticipant, the elite activists must
act on their behalf,?* Critics of this
method of government have termed
“Participatory Democracy” as “Demo-
cratic Anarchy” fulfilled.

The use of the word “Communist”
when  dealing with any movement
usually ¢xposes the user to the wrath
and label of “Red baiting” or “Me-
Carthyism,” but in the case of SDS the
influence is too blatanl and unequivo-
cally present to be passed over in the
cause of timidity. When the movement
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was initiated in the carly sixties, it
appeared to be quite free of any sub-
versive influence, but as the movement
grew and gained support the statements
and verbiage of the leaders tended 1o
take on the language and fervor of
Maexism. The movement’s leanings were
fairly well established in the midsixtics
with the many trips made by S5DS
members to Hanoi and Cuba, The
leadership statements at the 1968 SDS
Convention left little room for doubt.
Bernadine Dohren,  the intcrorbdnim-
tional secrelary, stated that she is a
“revolutionary  Communist,’ P45 and
Michael Klonsky, the national secretary,
has stated that their primary task “is to
build a Marxist-Leninist revolutionary
movement.”™®  The distinction  that
they have made for themselves is that
they arc communists with a little “e” to
distinguish them from the card-carrying
Communists of the past.*” The dirce-
tion the movement has taken could be
traced to the change in the preamble of
the SDS Constitution in 1965, It was
this change that allowed Communists Lo
obtain membership in the organization,
The preamble was changed becanse the
leadership felt the section which stated
that the movement was “counterposcd
to authoritarian movements both of
communism and the domestic right”
was negalive, cxclusnouary, and smacked
of “Red baiting.”™® Gus Hall, Secretary
of the Communist Party, US/\ slated
that because of organizations |ikc SDS,
fronts were things of the past. As far
back as 1961 Hall told his National
Committee that they must glvo higher
priority 1o the youth movement.*

During one visit to Budapest, SDS
members met with North Vietnamese
representatives, Upon  their return to
America they promulgated to the SDS
membership the proper methods of
organizing demonstrations in this coun-
try and provided information on the
methods North Victnamese 1mp|0y(-d
to set up their youth cclls in both
Vietnams.>® In 1968, during a trip to

Cuba, scveral SDS members were in-
structed by Huynh Van Ba, a represen-
tative of the Viet Cong, in the areas of
cifective demonstrations and the col-
lecting of funds for the support of the
National Liberation Front of Scuth
Vietnam.®! The travel to Communist
countrics is not significant in itself, but
the actions and writings of the travelers
are. The wrilings and actions of Bruce
Daneis, David Dellinger, and Carl David-
son upon Lheir return give lestimony
that the ideology of SDS has more and
more taken on a  Marxist-Leninist
coloration. Staughton Lynd has even
mused that SDS meclings now secm
indistinguishable from those of the Old
Left sects of his youth.5 2

The influences and the direclion of
the SDS movement scem inalterable,
They have manifestly made their objec-
tives clear. By deelaration and action,
the crux of SDS ideology is Lo change
the socicly by any method necessary.
The SDS has charted a course for the
future. The pattern appears not as a
program of reform of the present
foundations of democracy, but rather as
a revolution to “smash” the American
political sysal.em.53 The discourse in
confrontation is not reasoned and logi-
cal but rather a totaliturian philosophy
which will not Lolerate opposing posi-
tions,

There are those who feel the [action
split of 21 June 1969°* will bring about
new and distinct positions, but it should
be realized that this inner debate is not
ont: of substance, but rather of {orm.
The FBI has stated that the organization
has drifted into the orbit of revolu-
tionary thought and direction as laid
down by Marx, Engels, and Lenin,’®
Therefore, the internal struggle may be
viewed as a struggle over which lorm of
Marxist revolulionary action will be
followed. The SIS still appears Lo desire
conlrol over the destiny of their organi-
ration without Old Left or foreign
domination; however, the direction of
the movement augers against it.
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Foreign Policy Attacks Through Use
of Domestic 1ssues. The foreign policy
of the Uniled States has come under
varied allacks by the SDS which project
it as imperialistic in nature and spawned
by the “military-industrial complex.”
The term “military-industrial complex,”
first utiered in President Fisenhower’s
“farcwell address™ of 1960, has given
the movement a phrase by which they
can claim legitimacy lor their antagon-
ism.>® Through this oft-repeated stale-
ment the SDS has aitempled to repre-
sent hoth the military and the Nation ’s
industrial base as the cause for the
world’s ills,

As a consequence ol this reasoning,
the defensive postore of LS. forces in
Kurope is dislorted into the cause for
the Russian invasion ol Czechoslovakia,
and the claim thal the invasion proves
the validity of the original defensive
posture is dismissed as circular reason-
ing.”? Tn essence, the criticism of
foreign policy gives no thought to post-
World War Il developments. [t simply
denigrates  as  imperiabistic any 1.8,
parlicipation in  overscas  defensive
arrangements. Tt does not  aceepl
Russian power as an cxlernal threat to
all of Lurope but equates the Czechoslo-
vakiu taukcover by Russian military lorce
lo the United Fruit Corporalion’s pur-
suil of cconomic interests in Guale-
mala.*® In this discourse the U.S. “mili-
tary-industrial complex™ is placed in the
iloodlight, while aggressive action of
olher powers, though decried, is placed
in the background. The moral consci-
cnce of these young people appears Lo
be attuned only to American aclions,
while other nations are frec to operate
in a galaxy of frecdom from criticism of
their pc)licies.5 9

The term “['nrcign policy " has never
specifically become a “watehword” lor
the SDS in ils movement toward revolu-
tion; however, it has always been visible
in its writings and discussions. Tn an
cxaminalion of SDS targets and ac-

complishments, it would appear thal an
extension of views on all other fronis
would disclose the influence they seck
to exert on U8, foreign policy. The
amount of inftuence already subsumed
by SDS successes in olher arcas can be
used as an indicator of direction. This
can be accomplished by an analysis of
the domestic programs cespoused and
pushed by SDS which impinge on
Loreign policy.

There will be some who will state
thal these changes were inevitable or
that the problems leading Lo change
alrcady exisled. llowever, il is worth
remarking that all past revolutions have
seized existing problems as a vehicle,
and the revolution has been furthered
by repression of people who are at-
templing  to (ollow  understandable
instincts in mecting legilimate needs,

The confrontations ab Yale, Harvard,
Cornell, and Dartmouth, among many
institutions, have succeeded in high-
lighting the demand for Lhe abolition of
Reserve Officers” Training Corps on the
cumpuses ol America. The ROTC itsell
is in little danger of disintegration,
However, the problem ol student pres-
sur¢ is real when capitulation o the
demands ol a student minorily is ob-
tained [rom some of Lhe oldest universi-
ties in the Nalion.t® The Cornefl Uni-
versity Chronicle of 13 November 1969
ran a headline story that slated, “Stu-
dent Survey Says 07% Support ROTC in
Some Form.”®! This, like most polls,
favored relention.

The exact purpose for abolilion is
brought oul best by a young dedicated
SDS leader {rom 'Trinity College in
Hartlord, Conn.:

By destroying ROTC, a strong
student movemenl would con-
tribule to stopping this war and
wars like it; hence no one would
have to go . .. The position of the
College should be to refuse to
cooperate with the Armed Forces
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as long as counter revolution re-
mains the objective of American

forcign policy *?

The argnment against ROTC is that
the military s longslanding policy is one
of seeuring worldwide markets which
will be open Lo exploitation by Ameri-
can business and trade. Their case lor
abolishing ROTC rests on their conten-
tion that ROTC is essential Lo the
smooth (unclioning of the “American
military” in pursuit of its policies.®?
These demands {or a change in the
Nation’s foreign policy by the SDS are
nol well known lhy the American public
as the exposure given Lo the SDS by the
media has distorted  the actual para-
meters of the movement., The SDS has
heen represented as a campus movement
with a heavy interest in domestic alfairs,
with the Vietnam issue depicted as an
extension ol the evils of the capitalist
system, However, the SDS pamphlets
and articles have actually littde to do
with solely domestic issues. What the
SDS  media demand i3 a change in
foreign policy. The call is for “pres-
surized guidance” exerted on politicians
who, they leel, are susceplible Lo pres
Sure.

The recent change in the couserip-
tion laws ol the Nation can he classified
as a parlial suceess for the SDS and
fellow organizations. The agitation for
the passing of this draft reform in 1969
can be traced in part to the 1966 SDS
Anti-Draft Resolution. The change did
not parallel the resolution; however, the
demand for change was met during a
period when the United States was
heavily engaged in confliet abroad. The
proposal for an “all volunteer foree™
will mect with the inereasing demands
to halt all forms of conseription. How-
ever, this still does not meel the basic
objectives of SDS. o personal dis-
cussions with many S1S dissidents de-
manding such a  change they have
alluded to the “chunnvling” of the

patderprivileged intp the mililary s a W

The overlone of this domestic
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byproduct of this “all volunteer {oree,”
Now SIS coneern is on a different level,
They ponder the [airness of a system
that direets the choice of an individual
whoe has limiled opportunity in the job
market, The forcign policy implications
that SDS relates to the draft can he
found in the following paragraphs of the
1966 Anti-Draft Resolution:

(2} ... We maintain that all con-
scription  is  cocreive and  Anti-
Democratic and that it is used by
the 1.8, Government Lo oppress
people in the .S, and around the
world.

{3} SDS  recognives  that  the
drall is connecled with the re-
quirements of the cconomic sys-
tem and the foreign policy of the
U.8.

(413) National SDS wilk assist all
efforts 1o organize within  the
armed forces, resistance to Lhe
U.S. foreign poliey.®?

issue
appears Lo bave its aclual base in the
commitments of the United States
abroad. Jusl as they previously tied
“on-campus aclivities” o “ofl-campus
questions,” it is apparent that domestie
issues are lied Lo foreign policy deci-
sio1s,

The SDS has gained some success in
its constant ullacks on U.S. corporate
industry, The purpose of these attacks
has becn Lo show the worker that the
corporation is exploiting the people not
only in the United States, but also
abroad. The tactic has been to point out
exisling domestic inequitics and to bring
the worker’s attenlion to concomilant
wrongs in the world. SDS has depicted
to the worker what they label an “im-
perialist pattern.” The pattern in Viet-
nam is presented as the blueprind for the
.S, foreign policy of giving massive aid
lo oppressors of people all over the

world. The Vietnam conflict s por-
1970
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trayed as rooted in the imperialistic
nature of capitalism, where the great
corporations of America exploit the
cheap labor and raw matcerials of “third
world countries,”®3 The symbol of the
corporate giant crushing and exploiting
the worker domestically is thereby pro-
jecled as the true image of U.S, activi-
Lics abroad.

There are other substantial SDS
accomplishments which may have subtle
and farreaching effecls on the foreign
policy of America, Thesc successes
include changes in college curricula,
student control of the hiring and firing
of professors, and student control of
university funda. The curriculum of the
university may, in the future, be taught
mm a structure where professors are
granted Lenure not by merit, but by
emotion. This can be compared Lo
post-World Il Germany, where the stu-
dents, by foree, controlled the uni-
versity and were responsible for the
firing of almost 1,600 professors with
whom they disagreed.®® The result of
such demands is a regencrative cifect
which reinforces the ideology approved
by the militants. The foreign policy
ramifications of these aclions are
apparenl.

In every case the SDS has pushed for
a change in the principles and policies of
the Natton, They have shown their
ability to mobilize mass action by con-
centrating on carelully chosen issues,® 7
The movement disdains the democralic
process and political liberty. It also
disdains the process of continually
balancing and rebalancing liberly and
order, authority and independence,
rights and obligations. Its foreign policy
is in line with the Marxist dogma, To
SDS it is not the results but the commit-
ment that eounts; T.R. Brooks in the
article  “Metamorphosis in - SDS—the
New Left Is Showing Its Age™ slates
“SDSers counldn’t care less that the
Marxism-Leninism of Stalin murdered
millions; that morally wrong ‘means’
wreak havoe with ‘the noblest of ends,’

that violence only breeds violenee. ™8

A similar posilion on commilment was
stated by Ted Gold, & former member
of the Columbia University SDS. When
confronted with the accusation by a
feHow member thal his views were those
ol a “rightwing extremist,” he stated
“Well, if it takes fascism, we’ll have o
take fascism.”®? Ted Gold was killed in
New York City when a homb exploded
in a building suspected of housing
“Weatherman™ demolitions.

The program for “the day alter the
revolution”™ docs nol appear to have
heen writlen as yet, but the verbiage,
influence, and direction of the move-
ment have been spawned. Carl Davidson
has stated that the decision will be made
alter the revolution as to what program
they will follow. Che Gucevera wrote
that the revolution cducates a man; first
act, and oul of action will come en-
lightenment.”® The actions against basic
institutions such as the military can
only raisc doubts in the eyes of US,
allics as Lo this Nation’s will to meet
treaty commitments. This brings to
foreign poliey a problem of dimensions
that cannot be casily measured. Grave
harm may also resull if cur enemies are
led to question the Nation's resolve and
test its abilitics. This view has already
been expressed by some of our allies,
who, because of our inlernal problems,
have questioned our viability as a strong
nation,”?

Conclusions. The cynicism that pre-
vails in the SDS for Americun political
and social institutions has brought 1o
the organization a high political con-
sciousness and activism, The activism
which has eried for “change now” has
not concerned itsclf with the solutions
to the problems it deplores. This lack of
a coherent strategy for social reform
continucs to be the great criticism of
the moyement, The randomness of the
movement’s issucs, though well planned
in confrontation, indicates a degree of
opportunism rather than a coherent
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program. The cvidenee points to Lhe
continuance of this lack of concern for
“the day after the revolution.” The
guiding light will continue to be dis-
ruption of all with which they disagree
and a patteen of “revelution for the hell
Of it.”

This movement, thought to be transi-
tory by many, has completed a decade
where it has proven its ability Lo foster
change. The change accomplished radi-
cally or peacefully has given to the SDS
the image as a catalyst for activism.

In keeping with this image and the
protective benefits of the “student™
label, the campus will remain the base
of the movement, and the demands for
change of all institutional apparatus that
interfercs with total frecdom, as es
poused by SDS, will be the goal. In the
specler of militancy for change, the
university will {ind onee more that it is
faced with legitimate, as well as illegiti-
mate, requests for review of its present
policies. The clussrooms of the univer-
sities and high schools, like those of
post-World War Il Germany, are to be
the scencs of over-growing confronta-
tions dealing with all the issues of the
day.

Personal experience in the realm of
academia has left the author of this
paper with the conceplion Lhat the
influence of SDS will be felt in educa-
tional circles for many decades to come,
The reason for this prediclion is the
knowledge that many of the dissident
young have been turning to teaching as
a profession. This Iends to the SDS a
regenerative quality of influencing those
who are most susceptible Lo propaganda
relating to a cause. America’s classrooms
will provide that audience.

In these disrapting circumstances the
classroom may very well become a
forum, and the will of the students is
going to be the deciding factor. If the
educational stracture is going to survive
in this setting of disruption, the agi-
tator’s position will have to be put to

the test of lol%ical discourse. The other
Published by U.S.

students will have to be consulted as to
what they think of the information
being expounded by the SDS. The
Students for a Democratic Society de-
mand, under the guise of educational
freedom, that cveryone be open to
questioning on the position that he
represents, [t will be up to the non-SD3
students Lo demand the same right in
the questioning of the SDS platform. If
the student feeling for responsible dis-
course or their desire for learning is
colored by apathetic unconcern, there is
little that the non-SDS influenced pro-
fessor will be able 1o do short of
notifying the authorities.

Clearly the university will have to
change. These changes must not be
guided by emotional slogans, pressore,
or preconceptions supplied by the SDS,
but rather through reasoned approaches
to existing problems. The key Lo success
in managing the change without de-
stroying the instilution is the mature
student. ‘T'he student body must take on
the responsibility for maintaining a frec
academic structure.

When faced with militant disruption,
the university should present its posi-
tion on issues to the students by fully
explaining the problem and the possible
conscquences of acquicscence lo the
demands of the dissidents. The Univer-
sily musl not take a “passive” role but
an “active” one. This role should be one
of soliciling opinion on significant issues
from all major organizations, including
the SPS, in an atlempt 1o involve all
segments of the academic community in
the university workings. The responses
and recommendalions from these active
procedures should be made known to
the students and faculty through the use
of the established campus apparatus, In
involving the entire inteHectual com-
munity in the affairs that affect them all
equally, it would acquaint them with
the seriousness of problems of the insti-
tution, {inancial and academic, and
geneeale a {eeling of mutual respon-
sibility for solutions. This is not to
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intimate that the wholly irrational de-
mands of the SDS on issucs that are
irresponsible, and for which they show a
marked ignorance, should be open for
litygation. However, even in these cir
cumstances, answers Lo SDS charges and
the consequences ol acquiescence Lo the
SDS position could be presented.

The SDSers” wider goal is clearly one
of radical change, not of constitutional
reflorm. The movement, though fac-
tionalized, will continue to make ils
presence fell by supporting sympathetic
political  figures and by insligating
violence in the sireel. The only counter
to these actions will be Lo give Lo the
people of the Nation viable aliernatives
to those offered by the radical minority.
This minority has cloaked its demands
in legilimacy so that it now draws
support on specific issucs across the
broad spectrum of our socicty. Though
there is little general support for the
many confrontalions and the attendant
destruction engineered by SDS, the
peopl: who supporl or accept the other
precepts feel—presumably like Pontius
Pilate—that by washing their hands they
are absolved from the consequences of a
specific acl. The failure in perception is
that all movements perform acts Lhal
most people will agree with; however,
the danger lies in Lhe dastardly act with
which most disagree, but which few will
acl to prevent. Mao Tse-tung states that,
“All power comes from the barrel of a
gun,” and SDS has shown that it will
bring the fight 1o the streets if ncees
sary.

It must be remembered that revolu-
tions only succeed if the established
authority fails Lo use the means at its
disposal to counter il. The means avail-
able do not have to be force, but in
specific instances 1l may have to be.
Legislative and judicial means of han-
dling the problems of our times may
head off a revolutionary confrontation.
However, the SDS revolution will con-
tinue to project morality imto politics

jee. There can b
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with a moral stand—but whose concepl
of morality 15 to prevail? In view ol the
polemical nature: of the SD5S “moral
absolulism,” there is adequate reason to
be suspicious of their motives in this
respect. This Nation was buoit on a
precepl of “justice for all.” Although in
reality  perfect  justice  cannol  be
achicved by man, the counlry in con-
science can do little else than to sirive
toward this goal—especially since il may
mean its survival.

Nonpolemical juslice, constructive
change, and a sympalhelic under-
slanding of the problems of all seginents
of socicly would help to produce a
Nation where the cilizens realize that,
“frecdom begins only with the humble
acceptance of membership in, and sub-
ordination Lo, a natural order of things,
and il grows only with struggle, sclf
discipline, and {aith.”72

The SDS demand for “change now™
shows no inclination to seli-discipline
and faith. They have pointed to prob-
lems that are known 1o exist but have
not offered any solutions or viable
alternatives. The SDS message, which is

fraught with disruption, is one of
anarchy.
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