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Djitas, Milovan. The Unperfect Society.
New York: Iarcourt, Brace & World,
1969. 267 p.

In The Unperfeet Soeiety, Milovan
Dijilas, the much imprisoned Viee Presi-
dent of Yugoslavia, explains his revoll
and his ideas -“namely, that radical
changes in Communism will Lake place,
and are already doing so, principally
caused by the system itsclf, as a resull
of the unreality of its ideology and Lhe
bleak outlook for the fulure of ils
reality.” The author deseribes Lhe strug-
gle within himsel{ as his idcas regarding
communism changed from those of
faithful allegisnee Lo those ol open
erilicism. Ilis Lhoughls, or—more pre-
ciscly—discussions, of Marxisl Lheorics
inlerlwined, as he sees them, with Lhe
philosophies of Aristotle, Plato, Hegel,
Rousseau, and Didevol, are the argu-
menl for his position. He states Lthat the
Marxist theorics are not scienlific as
claimed bul dogmalie statements baged
on limited observations from a soeial
seienlisl’s poinl of view. In fact, Lhe
dogma is so inflexible that the validily
of Einstein’s Theory of Relativity had
to be held in disrepule, as it direclly
conlradicled Marxian tenets, The author
slates Lhal a reading of Engels’ Anti-
Diihring shows thal communism did nol
arise oul of scienlific motives bul from
definite political parly needs, e further
slales thal communism’s quasi-infalli-
hility leads mote surely Lo the ide-
ology’s self-destruction as its exeeutives
heeome more wedded 1o the dogma, In
this same Lheme, Lhe author slales Lhat
communisi becomes democratic only il

stripped of Marxist dogas like “leader-
ship for welion,” which really means
privileges and powers hased on ideologi-
cal allegiances. Milovan Djilas concludes
that the Communist Parlies of the
future will have no alternative bul Lo be
sociopolilical movemenls that slrive in
callaboration wilth others Lo achicve
definite patterns of socicly and govern-
ments under Lheir own national condi-
Lions.

The Unperfeet Soetety will provide
the serions studenl of the Communist
moveruenl wilh some new and inter-
csling insights.

W. ABROMITIS
Captain, U.S. Navy

Guttridge, Leonard I'. and Smith, Jay
. The Commodores, New York:
Harper & Row, 1969, 340 p.

I'or many, even those who have
made a prolession of going lo sea, the
heroes of the American sailing navy are
too [requenlly cardboard figures, per-
haps only remembered for some heroic
utleranee in Lhe heat of battle, Lere is a
book that makes them live as men. The
Commodores is a series ol readable,
lusty tales aboul the U.S. Navy from
shortly after the Revolulionary War to
jusl before the Civil War—and, alinost
incidentally, is factual, well-rescarched,
and informalive history, The book
focuses on Lhe ship eaptains of Lhe carly
American Navy, Lheir problems, iri-
umphs, personalities, and faulis. All of
the men depieled al one lime or another
commanded a company of ships and s0
were entitled Lo the broad pennant and
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courtesy title ol Commodore; henee the
title and the locus of the hook. In the
process ol Lelling the stories of lhose
carly Commodores, the authors provide
a porlrait ol the siling Navy that is
both enterLaining and uselul.

Many things have changed in the
Navy since the days of sail; many have
nol, The lasks of Lhe commanding
olficers of the Navy in preparing their
ships for sea in the face of shorlages of
wen, time, and material cannot help bal
strike a responsive chord in the heart of
anyone who has (aced the same prob-
lems with a modern man-ol-war, Tle
impottance of shaking down a ship and
crew until they are al the peak of
combat readiness is also mueh the same.
The authors atlribule the striking suc-
cess of the ships of the infant 1.5, Navy
in single-ship actions againsl the vessels
of the world’s dominanl scupower Lo
the superiorily ol American gunnery
practice- -and  to  a  degree ol eom-
placency on the part of the British.
Neither lesson is to be ignored. Two of
the highest of the many high points of
the stories recounled are the monu-
menial duel of seamanship in which the
Constitution, under Lhe eommand ol
Lsaae Lull, escaped the delermined pur-
suit ol a British squadron, and the
detailed account ol the (ragic Chesa-
peake/Leopard enconnter, wilh its in-
escapable parallels to the equally tragic
Preblo incident. There ean be few more
enjoyable and painless ways o acquire
an aceurale and vivid understanding of
the rools of the 1.5, Navy than to read
The Commodores, 1L is recommended

highly.

J.A BARBER, IR.
Commander, 115, Navy

llurewilz, Jacob., ed. Soviet-American
Rivalry in the Middle Fast. New
York: PPracger, 1909, 250 p,
One of the mosl persistent eliches in
the lexicon of modern military planning
is “the Soviet threat in the Mediter-
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cancan.” In freqnency of use (or misuse)
it ranks just behind *“the disarray of
NATO” and somewhat ahead ol “the
. . »
power vacuum in the Indian Ocean.™ It
shares with the other eatch phrases a
certain virlue ol cconomy, since il
lumps Llogether a wide varicty ol eom-
plex poliey issues under a single name
tyg for convenient reference; bul it
suflers Lthe same weakness as well, and
that is ambiguily. Is there really a
“threat™ in the Mediterranean? T so, is
it military or political or both? Againsl
whaom is Lhe threat direcied and, in the
absence ol any very Lhrealening activi-
lies by Lthe Russians, under whal eireum-
stances? The presenl volume takes a
useful first step in sharpening the syntax
of analysis, 1L consisls of a colleetion of
essays on various aspecls of the Soviet-
American rivalry in the Middle East and
Mediterranean. 1L grew out of a confer-
ence sponsored by the Academy ol
Political Seience in December 1968, and
much of the material was sulisequently
published in the Proceedings of hal
organizalion. Beginning with Prolessor
Hurewity’s thoughllul examination of
the origins of Lhe rivalry, which cslub-
lishes the analytical [ramework of Lhe
hook, il then proceeds to examine lour
hroad areas of the problem: military,
economic, cultural, and political-
diplomatic. The 16 contributing authors
have been carelully selecled, and the
quality of scholarship and wriling is
uniformly excellent. The five articles on
the military aspects ol the problem
should be of particular interest to naval
officers, purticularly Rear Adm, Joseph
€. Wylie’s diseussion of the role of the
Oth Fleet in 1.5, diplomacy and the
eviluation of the changing naval balance
in the Mediterraneun by Laurence W.
Martin, author of The Sea in Modern
Strategy. Vor those interested in the
ceonomic. overtones ol the rivalry, it
would he difficult to find more cogent
or readable presentlations of the essen-
Lial facts and issues Lhan those provided
by Gardner Patterson’s diseussion of the
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