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Morton and Gardner: No Easy Victories

PROFESSIONAL

READING

The evaluations of reeent hooks listed in
this scetion have been prepared for the use of
resident students. Officers in the feet and
elsewhere may find these books of interest in
their professional reading,

The inclusion of a book in this scction
does not necessarily constitule an endorse-
ment by the Naval War College of the facts,
opinions or coneepts contained thercin,

Many of these publications may he found
in ship and station librarjes. Certuin of the
hooks on the list which are not available from
these sources may be available from one of
the Navy’s Auxiliary Library Serviee Collee-
lions. These colleetions of books are ob-
tainable on loan. Requests from individual
officers to borrow books from an Auxiliary
Library Serviee Collection should be ad-
dressed to the necarcst of Lhe following special
loan collections,
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Commanding Officer
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Norfolk, Virginia 23511

Commanding Oflicer

U.S. Naval Station (Pearl [larbor)
Library (ALSC), Box 20

San Urancisco, Calil, 96610

Commanding Oflicer
U.8, Nava! Station
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San Dicgo, Calit. 92136

Gardner, John W. No Fasy Victories.
New York: Harper & Row, 1908,
177p.

John Gardner for President! And
withoul doubl he would make an excel-
lent one. In No Kasy Victories he
explains Lhe greal domeslic issucs of our
time wilh wisdom, clarity, humor,
warmth, and obvious love lor the
human condition. Mr. Gardner has held
many high federal appoinlive posilions,
including Seerelacry of Ilealth, lduca-
lion and Welfare from 1965 unlil his
resignation in Jannary 1908. He speaks
with intimate knowledge of government
power and responsibility. The book is a
collection of excerpts from Mr. Gard-
ner’s specehes and writings while he
held public office. Tt pnrsues no central
theme and advanees no partieular point
of view. Il is a series of ohservalions
recorded during rare moments of rellee-
lion in 2 very aetive life. It reminds one
of Lthe Chinese philosopher Tin Yulang’s
classic The Importance of Living. 1L is
cnlightening  and  uplifling. [l culs
through the [og of conlusion existing in
our sociely Lo explain Lhe apparenl
Ameriean sickness of the Sixties. It
addresses the need for personal commit-
ment, the sophisticated dropout, Lhe
public mood, the quality of life, cduca-
tiou, the life and death of inslitutions,
the pursuil of meaning, leadership, and
the individual and sociely, to list only a
few examples. Though he is not speeifie
about programs to solve onr problems,
one gels Lhe impression that Lhe author
could find solutions. Nlustrative of the
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book is Mr. Gardner’s conviction thal
“Our prospecls never looked brighter
and our problems never looked
tougher.” No Kasy Victories is cssenlial
reading for cvery prolessional who,
through narrow spccialization, is in
danger of losing his perspeclive on life.
.A. MORTON
Commander, {J.S, Navy

[larris, Elliol, The “‘un-American” Wea-
pon. New York: lads, 1967. 211p.
In his opening chapter, the author

presenls the thesis Lhat the use of

psychologieal operalions ‘Lo caplure
men’s souls and covertly control their
will” is foreign Lo Americans’ nalional
creed, and, Lhus, it is considered by
many U.S. eilizens to be “un-Ameri-
ean.” IFor Lhis reasou, he believes Lthatl
115, governmental oflficials have been
refuctant in Lhe past Lo exploil psycho-
logical warflare to ils (ullest in the
formulation and implementation  of
national strategy. lle goes on Lo slale
that the national attitude in this regard
must change and that the nation must

“drain ils psychological and political

warlare reservoirs”™ il il is Lo win ils

struggle  with the Communist world,

Unfortunately, Mr. Ilarris offers little in

the way of useful analysis Lo support his

thesis in the remaining chapters of his
book. Ile elects o rely on a rather
disjointed historical aceount of various
psychological operations condueted in
the Vietnamese and Korean campaigns
and during World War 11 Lo prove his
poinl. Although this is an intercsling
and relatively lactual documentation of
the efforts made by Doth sides in
psychological operations during these
conflicts, its relevance Lo the author’s
cenlral theme is somewhal questionable.

Despite this general shorlcoming, the

book does offer some uselul insights.

One concerns Lthe growing importance

of POW’ as a Largel population in

psychological  operations.  Another
points up the relative vulnerability of

Western nalions to what the author
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describes as Lhe “faligue factor™ (diffi-
cully in maintaining supporl of the
body politie during a protracted con-
fliet) inherent in prolonged limited war,
and how lhe Communisls have capi-
lalized on this phenomenon in Lhe
conduct of their “psy-op” progranm. The
book also serves as a valuable sonrce of
hoth themes and techniques that have
been used in psychological operations in
Lthe pasL.

LJ. FITZGERALD
Licutenant Colonel, U.S. Army

Roskill, Stephen W. Naval Policy be-
tween the Wars: the Period of An-
glo-American Antagonism,
1919-1929, l.ondon: Collins, 1968,
v. |

This is the first of a projeeted two-
volume study of British naval policy in
the years 1919-1939, The author is well
known for his superb Lhree volumes
dealing with the British naval effort in
World War I, The War at Sea, and lor
his interpretive histories, White Ensign
and The Strategy of Sea Power. This
presenl work is thoroughly decumented
from manuseripl sources, government
documents, and the applicable materials
in print. 1L also possesses a splendid
hibliography, uselul tahles of compara-
tive naval statistics, and lists of Iirst
l.ords of the Admirally, Sea Lords,
Secrelaries of the Navy, Chicls of Naval
Operalions, and varkous British and U.S.
fleets eommanders. As a retived Captain,
ILN., Roskill writes (rom the viewpoint
of both a participant and historian, He
slarts with a deseriplion ol the Admi-
rally and the top level of command in
the Royal Navy and compares this with
ils American counterparl. He also traces
out the hudgetary proceess in each coun-
try as it applies to naval authorizations,
With this (oundalion, the history of
Anglo-American  naval  relations 18
traced, largely in Z2-year inerements,
through the deeennium  1919-1929,
Special chapters are devoted Lo the war
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