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THE WAR COLLEGE YEARS OF 

Admiral Harris Laning, U.S. Navy 
-------•-------

Edited by 

Dr. Gerald E. Wheeler 

Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime History for 1968-69 

Introduction. The account which fol­
lows this introduction was extracted 
from the unpublished autobiography of 
Admiral Harris Laning, U.S. Navy. The 
manuscript, An Admiral's Yam, was 
written in 1937-1938 during the ad­
miral's final active ·duty as Governor of 
the Naval Home in Philadelphia. The 
original manuscript is in the custody of 
the admiral's daughter, Mrs. D.S. Pepper 
of Hartford, Conn .. and a full copy is in 
the library of the �aval War Colleg�. 

Admiral Laning begins his auto­
biography with the observation that "It 
is a far cry from the rolling prairie of 
Illinois to the rolling sea, and a still 

farther cry from moving flat-bottomed 
boats on the Sangamon River to com­
manding the Battle Force of the United 
States Fleet." Jn traversing that dis­
tance, of space and time, Harris Laning 
moved steadily, unobtrusively, and al­
ways competently ahead. Lacking a 
politica.l patron or a senior friend to 
clear a path for him, and spending little 
time in Washington to mend fences or 
build new bridges, he was forced to 
depend on his own intelligence, energy, 
and old-fashioned "devotion to duty" 
to move forward and upward. Occasion­
ally chance put him under the command 
of rnen who remembered his outstand-
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