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Clarke, Robin. The Silent Weapons.
New York: McKay, 1968. 270p,

The anthor of The Silent Weapons
acknowledges that his wriling is essen-
tially a synthesis of previonsly published
materials, bnt he has actnally attempted
far more than this. As editor of the
distinguished British pnblication Seience
Journal, Mr. Robin Clarke is adept at
construeting a literary picee hnt less
adept at pleading a eanse--the abolish-
ment of ehemieal and biological wea-
pons. Barly in this book Mr. Clarke
points ont that the military trend in this
nnclear age has been relerred Lo as the
“escalation ol brotality,” but that the
end point has not yet heen reached.
[.ooming over the horizon, he writes,
are chemical and bioclogieal weapons--
weapons unique (particularly in the case
of the biological varicty) in that they
have been invented for the single pur-
pose of annihilating civilian populations.
World War [ propaganda stirred nations
into a [renzy ol indignation when gas
warlare was first used in 1915, and until
perhaps 10 ycars ago the idea of using
toxic chemicals and discase-producing
organisms Lo win battles was regarded
by most as the worst lorm of military
brutality that eould be employed on the
battlefield. Now military officials are
using the argument that these weapons
could be the most bnmane ever in-
venied, Mr. Clarke argues that the
United States, while energetically eon-
ducting research to overcome the teeb-
nical impediments to CBW, is chipping
away at the psychological barrier to
CBW by the repeated use of riot gases
and chemieal defoliants in Victnam,
While there can be times when it is more
humane to use a relatively harmless
cbemical weapon lhan canventional
arms, the author Ieels that it is only a
small step from tear gas to mustard gas;
from nerve gas to botulinnm toxin;
[rom toxin to plague. “Heeause of the
dangers ol opening Pandora’s box, the
only sale course is to use neither chemi-

cal nor biological weapons at all during
war.”

By and large, The Silent Weapons can
perhaps best be described as a nseful
primer on the politieal, scientiflie, and
strategie aspeets of CBW. For the reader
who is looking for a very “readable”
presentation of historical fact, chemical
and hiological technology, and problems
enconnlered in the eontrol of CBW, it is
highly recommended. For the person
looking for a solution Lo the often
publicized problem of eontrol of CBW,
The Silent Weapons will be of no help,
Mr. Clarke’s solntion, deseribed by him
as a “long-shot,” offers an insight into
the dilemma that the author still [aces
upon eompletion of a year of research,
study, and disenssion:

By denying their support to any defen-

sive or offensive work on either kind of

weapon syslem, they [the scientific
commnnity] could effeclively remove
the threat of massive chemieal or hio-
logical war in the future. They eould
do il quickly. They could do it to-
morrow. They could do it finally. For
let there be no mistake about this. No
government can develop further wea-
ponsg in this ficld without the help of
acientists. A denial of their willingness
to cooperale would pul an end to
ehemical and hiologieal escalation and
there would be nothing that any demo-
cratically eleeted government could do
aboul it.
H.C. ATWOOD, JR.
Commander, U.S. Navy
Maxwell Institute on theUnited Nations,
3d, 19006. International Organization
in the Western Ifemisphere. Syraeuse,

N.Y.: Syracuse University Press,
1968. 262p.
In a series of four documented

monographs  written by prolessional
observers ol the inter-American seene,
this volume incisively identifies the
pressing  problems  confronting  the
inter-American  systemm  and  explores
their roote and cffcets on relations
between the states of l.atin America on
the one hand, and between the Latin-
American states and the United States
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