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Middleton, Drew. America’s Stake in
Asia, Philadelphia: Vippincott, 1908,
240 p.

Drew Middleton, in his Introduction,
slates:

To show what Americans are doing
in Asia, what the Asians themselves are
doing, and to give some picture of the
problemns that face the continent are
the purposes of this book. The opin-
ions, of course, arc my own, [ am
happy to say they bear no relation to
those of the editorial page of The New
York Times.

[t was this last slalement thal inlerested
the reviewer sulficiently Lo sclect this
book [or evalualion, Within the limits of
the above stated purpose, Mr. Middleton
has suceeeded admirably in considering
problems and prospects throughout the
arca. le discusses Japan, Vietnam, Laos,
Malaysta, Thailand, Singapore, Burma,
India, Pakistan, [ran, Afghanistan, the
Philippines, and Indoncsia. Some get
relatively  brief Lreatment, and others
reccive more  Lhorough examination.
There is no slalemenl on  Formosa.
Although no ehapter is devoled specili-
cally to Communiat China, her infllnence
and threat are always considered.

The author’s thesis is thal the United
Stales is involved in Asia whether she
likes it or nol; henee, it is nol so much a
question as lo why she is involved as il
is of what she will do there. The main
problems are, on the one hand, Lhe
constantly inereasing numbers of people
and how Lo supply Lheir food require-
menls, and, on the other hand, Lhe
threat that Commnnist China poscs. Mr.
Middleton sees the latter as the prineipal
danger--one  thal can be greatly in-
creased 1l the [irsl is nol solved. He
reviews the tradilional Maoisl theory of
using tural bases Lo eneircle citics and
then projects Lhis to a global basis,
wherein Western  Furope and  North
America may he considered as the cilies,
while Talin America, Alrica, and Asia
are the rural arcas. Of course, the
United States is now aclively engaged in

Asia, To thwarl Chincse designs, Lhe
author advocales Lhat firsl, America
must prevent a North Vietnamese vie-
Llory and then musl improve cconomics
in the Asian arca to the point where
governments and people are in a posi-
tion lo resist Chinese subversion. A
major hazard appears Lo be an American
isolationisl sentiment loward Asia, Mr,
Midedleton submits that the United
States, almost by default, ig the only
nalion thal can be of signilicant help
and Lhat she should be selectlive in her
assistance and in lhe governments lo
which her aid should be extended, and
nol oller across-lthe-heard assislance Lo
any and all. Alse of crilical concern in
that portion of the world is the Kashinie
issue, which the author mainlains has
the polential for disaster in Asia. The
United Stales, if only in her own inter-
esl, must make sincere ellorls Lo resolve
this problem. The book is well wrilten,
inflormative, and valuable to an under-
standing ol U.S. inLerests in Asia. Mr.
Middleton has indeed taken a stand
apart from the editorial page ol The
New York Times.

B.V. AJEMIAN
Captain, 1.S. Navy

Robinson, Donald 3., comp. The Dirty
Wars; Guerrille Actions and Other
Forms of Unconventional Warfare.
New York: Delaeorle Press, 1968,
360 p.

This collection of arlicles, dispatehes,
and essays presenls a solid source of
matlerial on guerrilla warlare and those
involved in the suffering, heacthreak,
successes, and  [alures of this mosl
dilficull and dirty lorm ol fighting.
There are no dry theories here, no
charls, nor stalislics. In compiling this
voluine, Donald Robinson has drawn no
definilive limil as o what conslilules
gucrrilla: and uncouventional war. lle
ohviously knows his subject well enough
Lo understand Lhal varied environments,
political silualions, and human atlitndes
lend Lo dely definition and thal the
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