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PROFESSIONAL

READING

The evaluations of recent hooks listed in
this section have been prepared for the use of
regident students. Officers in the fleet and
elscwhere may find these books of intercst in
their professional reading,

The inelusion of a book in this seetion
docs not neecssarily constitute an endorse-
ment by the Naval War College of the facts,
opinions or concepts contained therein,

Many of these publications may he found
in ship and station libraries. Certain of the
books on the list which are not available from
these sources may be available fromm one of
the Navy’s Auxiliary Library Service Collee-
tions. These collections of books are ob-
tainable on loan. Requests from individual
officers to borrow books from an Auxiliary
Library Service Collection should be ad-
dressed to the nearest of the following special
loan eollectons,

Chicf of Naval Personnel (C-163)
Department of the Navy
Washington, D.C, 20370

Commanding Officer

U.5. Naval Station (Guam)
Library (ALSC), Box 174
San l'rancisco, Calif. 96630

Commanding Officer

1.8, Naval Station (Pcarl Tarbor}
Library (ALSC), Box 20

Sun Franeisco, Calif. 96610

Commanding Officer

11.5. Naval Station
Library (ALSC), Bldg. C-9
Norfolk, Virginia 23511

Commanding Officer
U.5, Naval Station
Library (ALSC)

San Dicgo, Calif. 92136

(eorgelown Universily, The Soviet Mili-
tary Technological Challenge. Wash-
inglon: 1967.98 p.

This book is the sixth in the Speeial
Report Series of the Center for Sirategic
Studics. The main theust of Lhe publica-
tion is that the gap hetween United
States and Soviel mililary seience and
Lechnology is rapidly closing. The Rus-
siang have recognized the need for a
strong military-technological base. A
briel and informative history of the
remarkable Sovicl progress in building
an advanced scienlific and technological
base is presented to illustrale the poinl.
Iixamples of Soviel resource ulilizalion
are also presenled. Soviet technological
developinenls cover Lhe enlire speclrum
of mililary weapon systems, bul the
lendeney has been o concenlrate in
high payoll arcas such as nuelear wea-
pons and advanced weapon  delivery
systems. Potential arcas of Soviet tech-
nological efforts in the 1970 Llime frame
arc [orecasl, The critical element in the
mnaintenance ol an aceeplable American
military posturc will remain the degrece
of lechnological advanlage which the
United  Slates  mainlains  over  Lhe
U.S.S.R. Higher rescarch and develop-
menl expendilures as well as the pro-
curement and development of advanced
weapon syslems are vital i the United
States is to meel Lhe challenge now
being imposed by the continuing growth
ol Soviel scientific and technologieal
capahbilitics. Although no new or starl-
ling concepls are presented, this book
conlains a briel and interesling examina-
lion of the role and importance ol
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science and  technology o the pro-
tracted conflicl environment,

G.1L. SUMMERS
Comuander, LS. Navy

MeNamara, Robert S, The [ssence of
Security. New York: Harper & Row,
1908, 170 .

The author’s stated objective in this
hriel work is an exposilion of principles
andd philosophy he employed in direet-
ing the activities of the Delense Estah-
lishinent. This has been accomplished
with Lhe brevily, clarity, and dircctness
expected ol Mr, MeNamara,

The organizational framework of this
book reflects hoth his conceplual alli-
tnde toward national security and the
Department ol Defense (DOD) under
his directorship. U5, sceurily is viewed
as an integtalion ol three hreoad arcas.
The lirst acea of consideration is the
contemporary world and the alwasive
interests of the chiel adversaries. This
discussion presents little new or starl-
ling; it is o synopsis of conllicling
interests in Sontheast Asia, the Middle
Fast, South America, and an expression
ol deep concern over an inadequalely
trained mobilization hase Tor NAT(, It
s apparent that Mr. MeNamara views
Furope as having primary claim on U5,
military resources,

In the second part of his work-The
Tools of Power--the author makes a case
for mutual deterrence, e exposes the
folly of serions Uniled  States-Soviet
ABM competition and supports realistic
strategic acms limitations agreements in
what he calls a “race toward reasonable-
ness.” Mr. MeNamara substantiates the
logic in which the shift {rom the
S0-megaton syndrame Lo a strategy of
flexible response, especially in support
of commilments Lo other countries, was
founded. e closes his argnments in this
part with a discussion ol the innovalions
that have taken place in the manage-
ment of the YD doring his tenure as
Secrelary. These include his coneepl of
analyzing weapons programs, loree re-

yuirements, military strategy, and for-
cign policy as a rationale for the devel-
opment ol the annual S-year delense
loree structure. This reviewer might
add, paventhelically, thal the author has
opled Lo emphasize his successes in
appliecd  management  and  overlooked
those projects that have yel Lo carn Lhis
deseription, e.g., the F-111,

In part three Mr. MeNamara opens
with an  observation  on “gaps  and
beidges™ in - which he identifies the
technological pap in Furope as being
primarily  managerial and  makes he
point that the basie problem is one of
education. The Furopeans are Laken 1o
task for failing to mect their broad
cilucational needs. The United States,
he chastises similarly Tor neglecting the
education  of ils wnderprivileged. 1le
cites projects that the DOLY has initiated
to assist in [filling the V.S, gap, noling
that  while social progress is not a
primary DOL responsibility the founda-
tion ol sceurily is a stable social strue-
ture, and DOD should conteibute where
fcasible. This philosophy is extended to
the international scene in the author’s
closing words, “Just as collective se-
curily is the ouly sensible military stra-
tegy in o half-free and hall4otalitarian
world, so collective developmental assis-
tanee is the only sensible ceconomic
stralegy in a hall-fed and half-furnished
world. Colleclive securily and collective
development are bul two faces of the
sme coin.” The implication is that as a
ricl nalion we are nol indebled to the
poor nations, bul we owe il 1o ourselves
to see thal the developing needs of these
less developed conntries are et

This reviewer suggests that every 1.5,
military officer “owes il Lo himsell™ Lo
read Lhis briel trilogy on national se-
curily, regardless ol individual charac-
terization of Mr, McNamara as Secretary
ol Delense, The message rests both in
the substance of the work and the
perspeetive of the author,

R.M. LASKE
Commatder, 1.5, Navy
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