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might have uselully examined the roles
ol compelilive nalional information-
gathering processes. The sums which the
United States and the Soviel Union cach
devole Lo such purposes far exceed any
amounts which could ever beeome avail-
able Lo U.N. Seerclariat officials. Tt is,
of course, also cvident thal Lhe States’
preappointment  sevcening  and  con-
Linuing poslappointment surveillance of
allegiance of UN. Scerctarial personnel
neeessarily degrade the level of conli-
denee of opponents in Lhe impartialily
or, indeed, even Lhe elfectiveness of Lhe
information-gathering and communica-
tions (unclions of the Scerclavial, 1t is
hard Lo ask cither the Uniled States or
the Soviet Union lo aceepl data ac-
quired in this fashion in preference lo
the information obtained in a far more
sophisticated and infinitely more cxpen-
give manner through national intelli-
genee services, I is doubtlul thal in the
arca ol international intelligence opera-
tions the Gresham’s lLaw model would
be pertinent, In a subscquent edilion of
the book, the author could uselully
cxamine the eoncepts that have emerged
onl of the Mexico City confrontalions
condneted under the auspices of the
United Nations and that have thrown a
scarching light on the problems ol
peaceful settlement and intermediaries,
Also, the reeent efforts of the United
Nalions Instilute for Training and Re-
scarch (INITAR) in the area ol conflict
resolution may prove Lo be ol crilical
importance in the developing scenario
ol international conflict resolulion.

J.IL SPENCER

Chair of Inlernational Law

Zagoria, Donald S. Vietnam Triangle,

New York: Pegasus, 1967, 286 p.

Mr., Zagoria contends that study of
the public pronouncements of any Com-
munist Parly or leader—when eompared
to the public pronouncements of other
Communist  Parties  and/or  leaders—
yiclds imporlant and indispensable ¢lues
to the tactical debutes laking place

within the Communist woeld. e admits
that this lechnique, popalarly known as
Kremlinology, is poorly understood by
laymen and academie specialists alike;
that he has not been able Lo devole as
much time Lo souree malerial as Lhe
subjcct warrants; and thal the technique
alone is nol sullicient to understand
Communist policics and polities. With
this background and the added caveal
thal he doubis that the United States, as
a nalion, has Lhe widom, skill, and
manpower Lo cope wilth civil wars, Mr,
Zagoria ulilizes higs own blend ol Krem-
linology (within the framework ol the
struggle belween Communist China, the
Sovicl Union, and Lhe Uniled Stales) to
substantiale his foregone conclusions,
The author naturally traverscs much
[amiliar ground and reads the signposls
that offer the hesl supporl for his
objeclives. lle contends thal Russia sold
out the Victminh in 1954 Lo Mendes-
Franee tor the price of French abandon-
ment of the Furopean Defense Com-
munity and thal subsequent  Soviel
policy toward Vietnam has been Lo Hmit
the amounlt of assistance provided
North Vietnam, Lhe controlling faclor
being possible endangerment of  Lhe
Soviet-United States detente, tle also
believes Lhat both the United States and
the People’s Repuhlic of China view
cach other’s individual aclions in the
wirs ol national liberalion as zero sum
games, and that Mao Tse-tung has won
the battle but will lose the incvitable
war for leadership within Communisl
China. The winner of the war will he
cither hard-line malitarism or solter line
ceonomism, and in either case Lthe win-
ner will he drawn closer Lo Russia., lle
also holds that while llanoi has some
conlrol over Lhe Natiomal [Liberalion
Front (NLIY), this organization has u
personality of its own. Mr. Zagoria
slates thal Tanoi has given some indica-
tions that it is willing to bargain and
conlends that the famous “Four Points™
are nol preeconditions Lo negolialions,
[le believes that the United Slates
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should stop hombing North Vietnam
aml recognize Lhe NLF in order to
precipilale peace talks, Subsequently,
America should allow a coalition gov-
ernmenl Lo be [ormed in Sonth Viel-
nam, “which should be viable in the
shorl run at least,” perhaps maintaining
a loken U.S. military loree in the south
Lo acl as a tripwire in the evenl ol an
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altempled  Communist  coup.  Forlu-
nalely, only hall of the hook contains
the anthor’s reasoning; the remainder is
composed of some of the source docu-
menls and the pronouncements which
form Lhe hasis of his rationale,

ILT, RODCERS
Captain, U8, Navy

War acknowledges principles, and even rules, bul these are nol so

much fetlers, or bars, which compel ils movement aright, as goides

which warn us when il is going wrong.

Mahan, 1840-1914
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