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88 NAVAL W&QMQ’EH&EM}@&M in a Sea of Fire

nist Party, and ils cconomic and social
roles. The author achicves his slated
purpose, bul al the sacrilice of clarily.
In essence, Lhe book is a surface skim-
ming ol major shilts and changes and
devetopments  within - the  People’s
Liberation Army. 1L suflers [tom poor
organization ol the subjecl matter, shifl-
ing back and focth in lime as the author
diseusses the velationship ol the People’s
Liberation Arvmy with other aspeets of
sociely. However, in spile of the ox-
ganizalional weakness and the Tact that
the book was nol designed Lo be a study
in depth, his is a very valuable addition
lo the literature on China for the
student, ‘The author reiterales again and
again thal self-reliance is, and has been,
a major theme ol the Chinese Commu-
nists even hefore their advent to power,
There is a clear discussion of Lhe evident
friction within the People’s Liberation
Army belween those desiving a move
professional military establishment and
those desiring a retuen to the revolu-
tionary model of pre-1%19, Since 1959
the revolutionaries have been i the
ascendancy. Greatly underplayed is the
current Lurmoil in China, which scems
o have fractured the Peaple’s Libera-
tion Army as well as the resl of Chinese
socicly. The importance ol these recent
developments  canuol  be  under-
estimated. 1L is the People’s Liberation
Army which, in the linal analysis, sup-
ports Lhe tollering regime of Mao Tse-
tung. 1§ the People’s Liberation Army
disintegrates, then so loo might the
whole Communist apparalus in China.
While many aspects of the Chinese
Communist military establishment ave
leated] rather superficially, in the ah-
senee ol any previously published ce-
search in this arca this s a welcome
starl.,

1.6, WORIHEN
Commander, U5, Navy

Hanh, Thich Nhal. Fietnam: Lotus ina
Sea of Fire. New York: Rl and
Wang, 1967. 115 p.

This book, written by a Vielnamese

Buddhist monk, is shorl and exceed-
ingly volatile. In his historical analysis
of Weslern presenee in Vielnam, the
author is somewhal less Lhan charitable
le Christian missionary pursnits, a par-
Licular target of his criticism being the
Roman Catholic Church. In reflecting
further on Victnamese  history, Nhal
lTanh establishes that Buddhism is the
national religion and that for over 2,000
years the deslinies of the nalion and of
Buddhism  have heen interlwined. fle
likens the Vielnamese people and Bud-
dhism to a drop ol mereury which can
h“ (IU(!()"I[)()S(!(I i]ll,(l ”]'dl])’ S"lﬂ“(:l‘ ]l"ll'l.\'
as a resull of pressure heing applied Lo
il. The author points oul that Lke
mercury,  however,  the  Vielnamese
people and Buddhism will quickly run
together onee the pressure is removed,
Buddhism is portraycd as *a preat spiri-
) fovee in scarch ol sellorealizalion
amid the chaolic disorders ol a sociely
in ils ulmost slages of disinlegration
because of the war and political in-
trigue.” Thich Nhat Hanh deseribes the
inlernal wilhin  the Buddhist
movement and poinls oul the inhibiting
elfecl of this sitwation on Buldhisim’s
fullilling its obligations Loward socicty.

The regarding of Ho Chi Minh as a
national hero for having led the Vielna-
tmese people against the French s, ac-
cording 1o the anthor, an atlitude preva-
lent in the minds ol the Vielnamese
people in general, The popular assess-
ment of Bao Dai as a puppel of the
French is compared Lo the view that
President Ngo Dinh Diem and suceessor
regimes  have  been puppets of  the
United Stales, The author stales that
when President Dicm was overthrown in
Novermnber 1964 the prestige of Bud-
dhism had reached its apex bul was
unable 1o maintlain a suslained position
of leadership. The Vielnamese tradi-
tional resentment loward Western im-
perialism is particularly highlighted in
the depielion of Lhe Viethamese peasant
as regarding the American soldier with
the sane animosily Lthal he held for the

strile
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Freneh soldier, The author slates in one
passuge Lhat “as the destruetion and
terror intensily, so does the hatred of
the {Vietnamese|  villagers  for  the
Americans, leaving  the  American
soldier, who believed he came 1o help,
aught in a quicksand of hatred and
frustration.” Thich Nhat Ianh contends
that il the Vietnamese conld speak
(reely regarding American involvement
in Vietnam, they would disclose the
falsity of Lhe expressed American atent
ol saving the Vietnamese from ¢commu-
nism, They want the Americans Lo be
their ally for prace- not for war. He
(uether contends that the only possible
way of really weakening Communist
influence in Vielnum is lo lake away
from Lhe Communists their claim Lo be
the only delenders of patriotism. He
concludes that the present Vietnamese
situalion s, in reality, an ideological war
between the United States and Com-
munist China and that Vietnam is the
viclim of this strnggele. His suggestion is
that the United States must change her
atlitude toward the People’s Republic
ol China.

R.L. O'NEDL,

Communder, 5C, ULS, Navy

Hezlet, Sir Arthar. The Submarine and
Sea Power. New York: Stein and
Day, 167,278 p.

In a concise, explicit, and readable
style, Sir Arthur Hezlel traces the com-
plete evolution and  history ol sub-
marines and their stralegic employment.
Specilically deabt with are the purposes
{or which submarines have heen bhuill,
their employment policies amd  broad
campaigns in time of war, and analyses
ol submarine problems, successes, lail-
ures, anl Tulure possibifities. In addition
to outlining submarine evolution, the
author postulates several conclusions,
generally nncontroversial, Prior Lo 19141
the subwmarine mission had grown rom
hase Lo coasl defense, and thenee to an

offensive syslem Lo be wsed in enemy
witlers. The vast World War | Allied

patrol and barrier system that was im-
plemented was ineffective. On the other
hand, the convoy syslem was maost
useld in thwarting, although not defeat-
ing, the U-hoats, which were never
capable ol stopping sulficient move-
menl of men and materials 1o be de-
cisive; however, submarines did prove
themsclves  potentially
Waorld War Il the measure of the capa-
hility ol subinarines ranged from their
unsuceessiul employment by the lal-
iuns Lo the outstanding achievements of
the Americans’ submarines operating in
the Pacific as commeree raiders, Con-
tinuing s thesis, the author notes that
in the Adlantic it was Lhe convoy syslem

decisive.  [n

hacked by excellent technologieil su-
periorily which eventually defeated the
German submarine campaign,
Submarines had again proved heir
polential as a decisive weapon ol sca-
power. After airerall from carriers or
shore bases, submarines in World War 11
had a greater inflnence than any other
arm of the Fleed. Vhe most elffective use
of the submarine is as o weapon of
altrition 0 enemy walers against ner-
chant ships wsed to transport men or
malerials. As Lo the fulure, the Polaris
submarine shows that the submarine has
developed faster than have the ASW
countermeasures, and, fuether, that the
sonar ol Loday is ol less value against
nuelear  submarines  than  the  carly
Asdic’s were againsl the U-boats an
1939, There is nothing in the foresee-
able [utire Lo challenge the Polaris
submarine. Faced with a noelear stale-
male and a conventional war al sen, il is
estimaled that a loree of ) nuclear
submarines could sink some 50 million
tons ol shipping per year, or more than
three Limes the maximuam rale al which
Iree world vessels were being construet-
ed al the height of the Second Workd
War. In the Tuture, therefore, the sub-
marine is likely to be the dominating
weiapon of seapower,
1.G,THLLSON
Commander, 1.5, Navy
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