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Boniface et al.: History of Rocketr and Sggce Travel

Vittachi, Tarzic. The Fall of Sukarne.
New York: Praeger, 1667. 191 p.

Here are presented clearly and con-
ciscly the haekground to, and the de-
tails of, the fall of Sukarno and the
bloodbath that followed the ahortive
PKI {Communist Party of Indonesia)-
Palace Guard - Air Force - sponsored
coup of 30 September 1965,

The author quotes Sukarno as boast-
ing:

I'll tell you what T have to be proud
about. In twenty years 1 have made
this country of 7,000 islands, from
Sabunk to Merauke, stretching wider
than the United States of America,
composed of people of different heri-
tage, speaking different tongues with
varying demands and needs, inlo

ONE NATION.

The costs of his pride are pointed out:
a chaotic cconomy with runaway in-
flation and a built-in neced for graft;
brutal repression of individual thought,
speech, and press; hunger and poverty
in one of the most fertile arcas of the
world; and an aggressive war to crush
Malaysia. It is nat part of le grandeur
of the charismatic leader to he humble,
of course, or even objective; but the
mepalomaniac foibles of Sukarne as
recounted in this hook rival the mis-
eonceptions of the hest of our current
group of “third-world” lcaders. The
hook sulfers from a lack of maps, and,
more importantly, from a ecredibility
standpoint — the author recounts (pre-
sumably at first hand and as facts)
facial expressions, dialogue, and even
the thoughts of individuals in closed
meetings. These faults are casy to over-
look, however, since the author’s style
contributes to a quicker understanding
of the scene and the personalities in-
volved. After reading the hook it is
difficult to feel quite as confident as
hefore that Indonesia’s main problems
were Sukarno and the PKI. Generals
Subarto and Nasution will need all the
help they can find. “Amok,” the author
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reminds us, is one of the few Malay
words of common cognition.

. H. ARKLAND
Ticutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps

Von Braun, Wernher and Ordway,
Irederick 1., III. History of Rock-
etry and Space Travel. New York:
Crowell, 19606, 244 p.

This fascinating hook divides rock-
ctry and space flight into two separate
compartments of history, which pro-
ceeded in parallel, unrelated fashion
for hundreds of years until the last
decades of the 16th century. Authors
Wernher von Braun and TFrederick I.
Ordway, III, are both eminently quali-
fied to present the story, In his intro-
duction, Mr. Frederick C. Durant, III,
Assistant Director, Astronautics, Na-
tional Air Museum, has stated: “Much
is presented comprehensively for the
the first time in a single volume, and
the work promises to he an important
standard reference, The hook should
cnlighten all who read it.” The volume
is the result of years of research and
writing. Ior the rocket and space buff
cvery page contains much to be de-
voured and reflected upon. For the stu-
dent of military technology, modern
weapons, trends, and techniques, the
last four chapters of the book, “Post-
war Military Rocketry,” “Probing the
Fringe of Space,” “The Remote Ex.
plorers,” and “Manned Space Flight,”
are of partieular interest. Well-docu-
mented, especially well-illustrated, ex-
citingly told in a lucid and lively style,
this account of some of the more fasci-
nating achicvements in man’s atiempts
to understand and conquer not only his
own world, hut an entire universe com-
pels the reader to hurry from page to
page in order to learn more about the
many marvclous things which seem
puaranteed for tomorrow. Iowever, the
authors bring the reader back to earth
time and time again to consider the
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realitics of today and the impact that
science has had in the modern cra, and
to remind practical men who must
adapt such changes to current thinking
of the enormous impact of technology
upon military and political planning,
While this book is of interest to people

of all ages and in all walks of life, it
certainly deserves a place in the refer-
ence library of all students of military
and political science.

J. G. BONIFACE
Captain, U.S. Navy

There has been a eonstant struggle on the part of the military
element Lo keep the end-—fighting, or readiness to fight—superior to
mere administrative congiderations . . .. The military man, having to
do the fighting, eonsiders that the ehief necessity ; the administrator
equally naturally tends to think the smooth running of the machine

the most admirable quality.

Mahan: Naval Administration and Warfare, 1903
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