View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by X{'CORE

provided by U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons

Naval War College Review

Volume 21

Article 21
Number 1 January e

1968

Orbit of China

A.J. Pickert
US. Navy

Harrison E. Salisbury

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review

Recommended Citation

Pickert, A. J. and Salisbury, Harrison E. (1968) "Orbit of China," Naval War College Review: Vol. 21 : No. 1, Article 21.
Available at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21/iss1/21

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Naval War College Review by an authorized editor of U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact

repository.inquiries@usnwec.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/236332584?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21/iss1?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21/iss1/21?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21/iss1/21?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:repository.inquiries@usnwc.edu

kert ‘anﬁ l'&% ) : Orbit of China

90 NAVAI, WAR cOIITEl

usage arc likely 1o continue to prevail
in many significant and crucial quar-
ters and thus misguide the aclions and
decisions ol individuals and govern-
ments alike. With these statements,
Maj. Gen. D. K. Palit, Indian Army,
launches into the suhject of war in the
deterrent age. The author suggesls that
the establishmenl of a balance of de-
lerrents in nuclear strategy does nol
necessarily create a historical condilion
in whieh other forms of war hecome
outlawed. On the contrary, he states
thal we have now eniered a new era in
history in which stralegic planning
cntails heing prepared at all fimes 1o
wage war at all levels — ranging from
the “absurd” war of swift all-out nu-
clear cexechange to Mao Tse-tung’s
creeping  guerrilla aggression  Lhal
might involve years of actual but “un-
conventional” combal. Unfortunately,
the very immensity of the requirement
creales a reluctance toward its accopt-
ance. It becomes easier to helieve that
the absolute deterrent is absolule strat-
cgy: that the cholee in the future
could lic only betweeu mutual destrne-
tion and peace and that, therefore, the
threal of the one is the puarantee of
the other.

In this hook General Palit diveels his
thoughls to those who would interest
themselves in contemporary defense
thinking - - professionals and Jaymen
alike. He presents the essence of the
arguments and counterarguments in
the nuclear debate in concise and rela-
tively uncomplicated form. At the same
time he presents a brief history of the
development of the traditional concepls
ol military stralegy in conventional,
unconventional, and nuclear war. This
book may he most useful as a summary
of much of the contemporary thought
on this most complex subyject.

J. A, BACON
Commander, .8, Navy

Salishury, Harrison T. Orbit of China.
New York: Harper & Row, 1967
204 p.

* Now there was another war and

nolhing was simple about it ., .. There
wds No agreement, no casy, recogniz-
ahle consensus Good, only terrible por-
tents of Ivil . . ., Over the whole
world there was alarm and fear lest
the contagion spread, lest the engines
of destruction . . ., might be unloosed
in ever-widening circles, fanning out
from Asta and beyond. . . . It was this
which had set me off on a missien 1o
the most distant cnds of the carth . . .
sceking the sonrces of the torment and
the tragedy . . .. Was it veally China
that lay hehind it all? Or was it, as
not o few Americans Delieved, the
United States, blundering and blud-
weoning, blindly striking out in a kind
of frengy of frnstration? Ilad China
anel oursclves emharked on a collision
course which conld lead only to world
nuclear destruction?

And so, in 1966, Harrison I, Salis-
bury of The New York Times, inten-
lionally bypassing the Victnams, went
into a 30,000-mile clockwise orbhit of
China, stopping off in Hong Kong,
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Burma, In-
dia, Sikkim, Moscow, Monpolia, several
Siherian cities, and Japan. Tn cach he
estiablished contact with what the re-
viewer can classify only as ohservers,
hecausc with but a few exceplions —
Gen. Ne Win of Burma being one of
the most notable — they are referred
to only as the oflicial, the scrgeant,
banker, physician, China-watcher, dip-
lomal, the pilet, Ameriean oflicer, may-
or, et cetera, Of particular intcrest is
the insight offered in the chapler on
Burma which for more than 3 years
has been scaled to forcigners; diplo-
matic missions have been redueed,
most foreign aid has been disconlinued,
newspapermen  are  banned, tourist
irade has halted, and forcign business-
men are denied cutry. Salisbury’s visit
was a rare exception,
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The author senses a clear and present
danger that China und the United
States are far advaneed along a conrse
which ean lead only te nuclear war and
that the Chinese, unlike most Ameri-
cans, have already folly pereeived this.
His solulions lic in the creation of
a [ramework of relationships which
would enable China to live in peace
with America and vice versa. The key
to the China problem is seen as food
and population. Mvr. Salisbury ad-
vances proposals toward solution of
these problems and that of breaking
down the barrier of Chinese isolalion.
The hook is interesting, casily read.
able, and probably an authentic state-

ment of the views of those consulted.
A. J. PICKERT
Commander, U.S. Navy

Spanicr, John W. World Politics in
an Age of Revolution. New York:
Pracger, 1967. 434 p.

In this book the author allempts to
provide the reader with an understand-
ing of the forces that shape the present
world. He has limited his analysis to
three forees — the revolution in mili-
tary technology, the nationalist and
soeial revolution throughout the under-
developed areas, and the “permancnt
revolution” of communism, The author
helicves thal each of these three revolu-
tions or forces has profoundly trans-
formed the nature of international pol-
itics since World War JI. Mr. Spanier
is not contenl with the usual explana-
tions of the behavior of states that con-
clude there are certain enduring trends
such as the “secking of power” and the
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pursuing of “national interest.” He
delves [urther, clucidating the specific
motives that compel states to behave in
certain ways. His contention is that a
state’s environment determines its be-
havior, and an cxamination of any
state’s environment must he made to
determine why a state has acted in a
certuin manner.

One of his principal arguments is
that ihe very nature of the interna-
tional system will affect, to a large
degree, the behavior ol states unless
a careflul study is made of the pre-
vailing conditions at that time. He
cautions the reader nol to ignore the
relationship between domestic and in-
ternal factors und foreign policy de-
cisions and that any study of interna-
tional polities must be a “two-level”
analysis of hoth international and do-
mestic considerations.  His chapters on
communism (eh. [ and IX) vividly
make this point for his reader.

This hook is not casy to read but
contains much useful information for
the student of international relations,
Mvr. Spanier has overcome one serious
defect that most authors overlook ; that
is, he presents cael topic separately
with its own conclusions so that his
reader may pursue his quest for knowl-
edge at his own speed. His conclusion
that we must learn to live *with” many
of our problems rather than hope to
“solve” them is worthy of scrious
contemplation.

W. K. CALLAM
Licutenant Colonel, U.S, Air Force
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