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contributes to interesting and informa-
live reading,
R. A, YOUNG
Commander, U.3. Navy

Kramarsz, Joachim. Steuffenberg. New
York: Muacmillan, 1967, 255 p.
This is the story of Claus Graf

{Count von Stauffenberg) who, by

most accounts, was the architect of the

20 July 1944 atlempt on [Hiter’s life.

Although there were many others ae-

tively engaped in the challenge to Hit-

ler’s entrenched dictatorship, Stanffen-
berg seems to have heen the link be-
tween all sections of this particular plot.

Semecone once noted that a properly

documented  hiegraphical study of

Claus von Stauffenberg would provide a

valuable contribution to history, and

this is the author’s attempt to fill this
need. Mr. Kramarz was handicapped
by the lack of Stauffenberg’s personal
papers, since they were confiscated hy
the Gestapo immediately after his ill-
futed attempt on Hitler's life, Conse-
quently, much of his research was de-
voted to conversations and interviews
with persons who had intimale knowl-
cdge of the events leading to the place-
ment of the bomb by Stauffenberg in
the room where Hitler was heing
hrieled hy his staff. The author notes
that after the failure of the bomb plot
many worthy Germans east the blame

[or the disaster on Stauffenberg. This

book is his attempt to restore Stauffen-

berg to what Kramarz believes to he his
rightful place in German history.

The conclusion is thalt Stauffenberg
acted in response to obligations, love of
his country, responsibility of his pro-
f[ession, and conscienee bhorn of his
Christian convietions. This hook has
only limited value to the gencral reader.
Although the author has dene much to
reercate Stauffenberg’s life and his part
in the attempted coup d’etal, the aver-
age American reader will probably [eel
that his time eould have been put to

better use. In Fairness, it must he ad-
mitted that this hook, no dould, fills a
need for German readers who are more
elosely linked to their own history.

W, K. CALLAM
Licutenant Colenel, U.S, Air Foree

Lerche, Charles 0. Last Chance in Eu-
rape. Chicago: Quadrangle Books,
1967. 221 p.

Last Chance in Furepe is an attempt
to analyze the underlying reasons for
the decline in {riendly relations be-
tween the Furopeans and Americans,
The author cndeavors te hring the
primary atlention of American policy-
makers back to Lurope. DPeriods of
neglect of Furopean orientation, such
as the current Vietnamese war, resull
in scparation hetween American and
Furopean unily, Mr. Lerche had ex-
tenstve expericnee in Luropean affairs
and points out that the political seenc
in Furope, as viewed from lurope, is
vastly dilferent from that viewed from
Washington, The image of Furope
held by Amcricans is 20 years bhehind
the times. Me perecives Kurope as a
great arca of cconomic cxpansion and
capacity, with strong materialistic over-
tones, coming again in the political
field. The Tron Curtain has ecroded,
and Furope is noe longer divided. The
author foresces that the only road for
Ameriean policy is the establishinent of
a political partnership between  the
United States and Europe, This re-
places the present concepl of Amneriean
leadership in Europe. This partnership
wounld revamp or replace NATO with
a much more limited organization hav-
ing independent forcign policies for its
members,

This book is not recommended as
required reading. However, it is in-
leresting to find a proposed solution to
the earrent Furopean problems.

W. W. BIGLERL
Licutenant Commander, U.S. Navy
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