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Newell, Gordon and Smith, Allan F.
The 11.8.8. Missouri: a Biography of
the Last Battleship. Scallle: Su-
perior, 1969. 190p.

The ballleship 1U.5.5. Missouri was
launched late iu World War 11, hut that
did nol prevenl her [rom acquiring
considerahle warlime expericnee and a
sizahle group of cthusiastic admirers. In
The U.S.5. Missouri: a Biography of the
Last Battleship Gordon Newell and Viee
Adm. Allan I, Smith reeount the opera-
Lions and career of Lhis yessel, ineluding
its gronuding in 1950, Their account is
accompanied by many historie photo-
graphs, which ure one of the bhook’s
major assels.

The aceounl ilsel is a very light
trealment of the subjeel, excopting that
which is given to Lhe errors leading lo
the grounding of the Missouri on Thim-
ble Shoal. It focuses primarily ou the
accomplishmenls ol the ship as an indi-
vidual unit rather than an analysis ol ity
stralegic  rtole. Technical delails  are
scaree, and the book is clearly intended
for the battleship enthusiast. The bibli-
ogruphy is quite limited, for the anthors
apparently rtely heavily on personal
recollection. The hook is recommended
for the Missouri veleran, bul not for a
serious student of naval history.

D.G. WHITE
Ensign, U.5. Naval Reserve

Northedge, I'rederick S., ed. The For.
cign Policies of the Powers. New
York: Pracger, 1968, 294p,

In this first book ol a new series,
Studies in International Politics, Llhe

cdilor has hroughl together seven exeel-
lent essays on Lhe foreign polieics of Lhe
sume¢ number of major  slales—the
Uniled States, the Soviet Union, the
People’s Republic of China, Britain,
France, I'ederal Germany, and India.
The scholarly presentalions are obvious-
ly the resull of a greal deal of rescarch,
analysis, and expericnee with Lhe for-
cign policics of the several countries by
Lheir contribulors--all Leachers al the
London School of Ecouomics and Polit-
ical Science. While some historical
accounts and delails are present in the
easays, Lhey roveal more of the reusons
for the styles of reaclion by cach of Lhe
countrics than they do ol the purcly
historical aspect. As Northedge, Lhe
edilor, poinls out, the emphasis was
inlended Lo he analylical rather than
hislorieal or descriplive. The first selee-
lion, “I'he Nature of I'oreign Policy,”
by Northedge himself, is an excellent
and Hluminaling one which pnts the
subjecl in fine perspective for Lhe
reader., The trealises on the Uniled
Stales {wrillen by a non-American) and
on Britain were cspecially perecplive
and frank. The essays are valuable back-
ground reading for those studying the
nalions involved in order Lo arrive al
policy/strategy cvalnations.

AH. CORNELL
Captain, 115, Navy

O’Ballance, Edgar. Korea: 1950-1953.
Hamden, Conn.: Archon Books,
1969. 17 1p.

Probably the best review of Lhis book
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is the Preface written by the author. His
opening sentences read:

In this book [ have attempted a
review, in hroad outline, of the
war [oughl in Korea [rom June
1950 until July 1953, By now,
the clouds of propaganda and
cmolional thinking thal obiscured
it, not only while it was heing
fought but for a lew years after-
wards, have largely  dispersed.
Muost if not all of the mylhs which
surrounded it have been exposed
for what they are.

The incidents which led up Lo the war,
the war ilself, and the evenls which
broughl aboul the truce sre covered in a
comprehensive, but concise, manner. I
is the hest and most honesl evaluation
ol the Korean war which this reviewer
has read Lo date. Further, there is an
excellent diseussion of the psychological
battle which ook plaee hetween the
lwo opponents, a battle from which the
frece wortd has unfortunately learned
very little, if present-day aclions are any
indication. t'he author also presenls an
exceptionally good treatment of the
much tatked aboul problem of the
possibilily of the Korean war’s having
almost eaused world war 1, (O’Ballance
conelndes that the Communists agreed
to a truec only when they leared that
the Uniled Nations forees were about to
expand the war.

The sole erilicism oflered regarding
the hook, other than the inclusion ol
some very minor errors, is Lhat the
method in which specilic dales and the
sequence of evenls are pr(!senlc(l 1S
sometimes quite difficnlt to follow. This
does not delract materially rom the
fact that this is un unusnally good and
readable book, which is recommended
for all military personnel, whether they
are studenls of history or not.

WS HATHAWAY
Colonel, 11,5, Army

Von der Porten, Edward P, The German
Navy in World War I, New York:
Crowell, 1969, 274p,

In The German Navy in World War
I, Vidward P. Von der Porten presents a
broad, aceurale view of German naval
strategy employed during World War 1§
The author states thal the period from
the scullling of the Lmperial 1ligh Scas
Fleet in Scapa Flow on 21 June 1919
until construction starled oun the battle
cruiser Dewtschlond in 1928, was one
devoled to reorganizing the Navy and
inquiring into the strategy lor the fu-
ture. Operational problems which did
nol require extensive funds, such as
mincsweeping, coding, codebreaking,
and long-range  communications, were
solved for Lhe future German Navy. At
the same lime, a searching evaluation
was made ol German naval slralegy,
Vice Admiral Wolfgang Wegener Lore
aparl the strategy employed in World
War I, stating that the concentralion on
the idea ol battle which dominated late
Imperial Navy thinking was a laulty
reading  of the international naval
“hible,” Mahan’s The Influence of Sea
Power on istory, Mahan stressed the
battle 10 eontesl sealanes, but Grand
Admiral von Tirpitz had stressed batlle
in his stralegic world, the North Sea
The die was cast lor a high scas stralegy
for the Navy in 1928 when the decision
was made to conslruct a seagoing battle
cruiser instead of a coastal monitor built
Lo support the army. The book poinls
up the problems, lailures, and suceesses
which were experienced in the con-
merce raiding campaign of the auxiliary
cruisers and capital ships; in Admiral
Karl Doenilz’s organization and execu-
tion ol the U-hoal campaign against the
Allies; in the worldwide operations ol a
navy wilh limited aceess to the high
seas; in operations with limited external
support facilities;, and in fighling an
acknowledged  more  powerful  Hritish
Navy. There are many lessons (or the
sludentl ol naval strategy 1o learn from
the German expericnee of World War 11,
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