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The following address was delivered
by Vice Admiral Richard G, Colbert,
President, Naval War College as the
welcoming remarks to the US. Naval
War College Seapower Symposinm held
in Newport, R.L, from 17 to 20 Novem-
ber 1969, The symposium was attended
by fop naval leaders of 37 friendly
countries.

Today we are assembled in a teuly
historie gathering. Never helore have so
many Dbrilliant  and  pereeptive  naval
minds, from so many countries, heen
hrought together in the pursuil ol one
COMMOnN purposce,

I teel it is important Lo elarily al the
oulsel of our discussions the reason for
this gathering, what thal common pur-
pose is, and Lo explain briefly the
philosophy which it is hoped will he the
foundation of the next 4 days’ evenls.

The seed ol this symposium  was
sown over 13 years ago when the Naval
Command Course was iniliated here at
the U.S. Naval War College. This course,
as you may know, was intended to bring
together senior naval officers  from
counlrics throughoul Lhe Tree world -
your countrics—Lo study together for a
year in Newport, I was hoped that an
open exchange of opinions, thoughts,
and ideas in a quiet atmosphere ol
academic [reedom  would losler not
only their educalion, but also their
mutual understanding,

While at the time many questioned
the Leasibility of bringing officers lrom
so many countries, with diverse views
on wany problens, logether here, this
experiment proved Lo be an unqualified
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suecess, The warm  personal relation-
ships and broadened sympathy which
exisl among Naval Command Courae
graduates around the world is a testi-
mony lo the validily ol the goals of the
course.

Oul of this suecess sprang a new idea.
It was coneeived that a convoeation,
unconneecled with the Naval Command
Course, of the top naval leaders of the
free world might be similarly produetive
and rewarding. Today that idea has
come lo lruition.

The  purpose ol this symposium,
therefore, is quite simply to promnote
mutual understanding ol our eommon
problems and interests as well as cach
other’s problems and interests. In an
cflorl lo do this, we have tried to focus
our lull attenlion on the ercation of an
cnvironment conducive to a meaningful
exchange ol thinking. | would ecaution
that we cannot expect to arrive  at
pragmalic and finile solutions to the
many problems of the maritime world
we will disenss, 1t would be unrealistic
to antiecipule even a consensus on Lhese
matlers,

The goal envisioned is rather Lo
establish a (orum Tor  discossion in
which every  participant will Teel at
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liberty to discuss freely and openly any
aspecls of maritime allairs he considers
important, lo the end that collective
examinalion will broaden our individual
and overall appreciation ol these aflairs.

At this momenl in bistery the pal-
Lerns of naval and olher maritime affairs
are shifling. Significant changes are
taking place in the overall balance of
world scapower. In recenl memory
there is perhaps no betler or more
approptiale Lime lor such a mecling as
this. Morcover, wilhin this hall this
morning therc exists a broad spectrum
of knowledge as well as a diversily of
opinion and cxperienee, consolidated
und miolded by national aspirations and
nalional needs.

Over Lhe years cach of us has had Lhe
opporlunity Lo observe developments
on Lhe world maritime scenc. Each of us
has eondilioned our csltimale of the
significance ol these events based on our
iudividual expericnees aud uatioual per-
speetives. These points of view—Lhe
basic helicls which have arisen irom
them—and the pure professional uaval
compelence which cach of us cau bring
Lo Lthe consideration of Lhese mallers—
all could provide threads of a cloth
which might well he woven inlo a
durable and serviceable labrie,

On cach day of Lhis symposium, we
will have Lhe opportuuity to hear the
remarks ol some eminenl and dislin-
gnished naval leader. From a praclical
vicwpoint, we have arranged for these
presenlations Lo be made by US. naval
officers in order lo [lacililate our
Manning. | helieve that the thoughls
expressed will be of real significance Lo
us all in shaping our initial cxchanges
during commillee discussions and Lhe
plenary  meetings, However, 1 would
emphasize that they should be recog-
mized as only a basis, a departure poinl,
Tor our proeeedings,

(M course, sinee these speakers arc
(1.5, naval otficers, a considerable por-
tion of their comments will be oriented
toward the U.S, Navy and their indivi-

dual views ol ils problems and ils
strategy. | would like to make clear,
however, thal there i8 no intention Lo
direct the clforts of this symposium
Loward a similar orienlation. Rather il is
planned and expeeted that in the next 4
days we will look far beyond the limils
of U.5, interests, and thal our discus
sions wil! broadly focus on Lhe pros-
peels and problems of the whole mari-
Lime world.

The Lopies of the major addresses
have been carclully seleeled with just
this goul in view: fto expose Lhe maxi-
mum possible number of Lopics on as
wide a specleum as lime and coherenee
permil,

And so, it may be that you will wish
to diverge [rom Lhe subjects investigated
in our major addresses, I you so desire,
you arc al completle liberty—you are
gincerely  encouraged—to  expand and
digress, ag yon see [it,

The heritage and guidiug spirit of the
11.5. Naval War College remain today
unallered from Lhe time of Allred
Thayer Mahan, ‘That spiril is the im-
mutable precept of complele freedom
of aecademic inguiry and privacy of
remarks. This includes the right Lo
confirm, claborate, madify, or dissent—
in a constructive and reasoncd flashion—
whenever one’s beliels or cexperience
dictate. This principle applics just as
fully Lo Lhis syinposium as Lo the daily
currieulum of onr resident schools. And
as In the case with our own stafl,
studenls, and guest leclurers, no re-
marks will be for allribulion, and each
commenl you might make will be
treated as privale and privileged.

The goals we have sel ourselves are
ambilious ones. 1t is doubtlul, if nol
unlikely, Lhat they ecan be achicved
unless each parlicipant enters inlo the
discussions ahead wilh eomplete candor
and trusl. We can only hope to broaden
our own and each other’s insights i we
express onrselves [reely and houestly.
This coneepl of open communieation
lics al the very hearl of the mutual
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understanding and enlightenment we
seck.

‘Though our goals are ambitious,
there are many faclors which give ample
enuse [or oplimism. Perhaps the most
conelusive is the communily of interests
whieh all naval officers share. For cach
ol us, the oceans of Lhe world are our
vocalion and our adopted clement.

This common expericnee, Lhis com-
won bond, I believe, can provide Lhe
calalyst for [riendly, cooperalive cx-
amination. With the unprecedented
weallth of talent and experience mus-
tered here, we may well shed [resh light
on current preblems and potential diffi-
culties and perhaps even bring forth
previously unrecognized issues ol mu-
tual inlerest.

In doing so, it is Lo e hoped that we
will be led Lo examine the broadest
policies and stralegic conecpls, not only

CTION 3

from a naval viewpoinl, but also from
ceonomic, politieal, soeial, and cven
cultural aspects as well. Indeed, with
such a wide spectrum of inlerests and
baekground, it is ditfieult to secc how
our analysis can do otherwise.

In conelusion, allow me to say that
our Naval War College and our Navy
have a deep feeling of privilege and
honor in hosting sueh a group of offi-
cers as are gathered here. And if all of
our combined efforts to achieve new
dimensions of understanding, coopera-
tion, and (riendship are successful, il is
our sincere hope that the resulls of this
first international Scapower Symposium
will generate other, fulure meelings here
or in your countries.

In any case, | believe the next lew
days have every promise of being re-
warding, stimulating, and meaninglul
for all ol us. Genllemen, welcome
ahoard.

[ knew my ground, my material and my allies, If [ met fifty
checks I could yet see a fifty-first way to my object.

T.E. Lawrence, 1888-1935
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