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shows Lhal even in the cra of sail the
major problems lacing Lhe operating
(orces were persomucl, support by the
shore establishment, and communica-
tions. In that cra press ganges provided
scamen, and dockyards were inefficient,
il not cortupl. Communicalions were
slow and unrcliable, cven among ships in
company.

Adm, Sir George Rodney’s profes-
sional life spanned nearly hall a century,
from the war with Spain in the mid-
1730  until the conclusion of Lhe
American Revolution, David Spinney,
accuralely and with greal skill, deseribes
the pitfalls which an 18th century
Royal Navy officce had to avoid in
order Lo have a successlul carcer. Be-
cause  advancemenl was uncerlain, a
naval olflicer had lo play parlisan poli-
Lics, which at thal lime were rough.

As a viee admiral, Rodney ran lor
Parliznent. Iror all practical purposes,
he bought the voles that pul himr in
office, Lhereby ruining himself [inan-
cially. 1L was nccessary, because only by
being  politically importanl could he
hope Lo he given suilable commands,
Some commands were more sought
afler than others, primarily because of
the prise money involved, A llag offi-
cer’s or caplain’s share was considerable,
The wranglings, vexalions, and heart-
aches accompanying the awarding of
prize moncy were such that the modern
naval offlicer is glad he is spared thal
problem.

As a politican, Rodney had a genius
for miscalenlation, which his specches
and polilical alignments in relirement
prove only oo well. IT his forte was not
politics, he was above all clae a truly
oulstanding naval officer. llis lwo pas-
sions al sea were gunnery and the
wellare of his scamen,

The record Rodney lelt s replete
wilh cvidenee of his prodding and his
dynamic clforts to better the lot of his
men. Inan age nol noled lor ils
humanily, this onc trail endeared him
Lo DBritish sailors, who [requently re-

quested Lo serve under his command,

Today Rodney’s passion for gunnery
could be called operational readiness,
He was more than juslified in his rigid
ingistence upon  Lraining, scamanship,
and discipline. The prool came in a
remarkable series of viclories over the
Spanish and the Freneh. 1L was only by
the merest chanee that Sir Thomas
Graves and not Rodney met the Comle
de Grasse off the Chesapeake in 781,
As a resull of Graves’ miishandling his
ships, which Rodney probably would
nol have done, De Grasse was able lo
cul off Cornwallis from reinforeements
by sea al Yorktown,

The style ol this work is lucid and
readable, and the rvescarch is thorough.
The reanlt is a definitive biography of an
oulstanding naval officer and an enter-
taining descriplion of the imes in which
he lived.

B.M. SIMPSON, 11
Lieutenant Commander, U.S, Navy

Wilkingon, Burke, ed. Cry Spy! True
Stories of 20th Century Spies and
Spy Catehers. linglewood  Clills,
N.J.: Bradbury Press, 1969, 271y,
Burke Wilkinson, who headed the

Navy’s Magasine and Book Seelion as a

Naval Reserve commander belore he

beecame a Depuly Assistant Seerelary of

State and then Civilian Advisor 1o SAC

liurope, ends this book with a quolation

[rom Allen Dulles (the fonnder of CEA)

thal bears repealing: “In a free socicly

countlereapionage is based on Lhe prac-
tice mosl uscful for hunting rabhits.

Rather than look lor the rabbit, one

posts onescll in a spol where the rabbit

is likely Lo pass.”

These Lrue storics—many in the re-
corded  words ol Lhe spics or spy
calchers themselves—might help us posi-
tion oursclves Lo prevent or caleh the
next “big sceurity break.”

A new genceration is taking over the
military-governmenl-political-social
world, and many of Lhese young people
have nol had securily bred into Lhem,
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They have nol known somcone who
taced a court-inartial or who was called
to his office at 2 am. to explain an
unsceured document. They may even
believe that spics are really *“James
Bonds™ or “aging men with a chill who
wanl lo quit™ und the country will
always be sale in the last few feet of
colored {iln,

Commander Wilkinson™s truc  spy
storics range (rom Mata llari to “Lucy,”
[tom Cicero o Sorge, from Abel Lo
Crabbe, and Philby 10 Wynne. e sug-
gests that we read them for adventare,
for enlertainment, and for information,
but not for “escape from the strange,

spy-tidden world in which we live.” This
reviewer urges Lhat they also be read lor
their lessong, extrapolated or projeeted,
to put us on guard for the rest of this
“eentury of the spy.” The Pueblo could
not happen nor the Fuchs’ theflt of
nuelear scercts nor Lang's thelt of the
Norden bombsight . ., What unexpected
or impossible  sccurity breach  will
happen next? Reading Cry Spy! may be
a valwable a8 well as entertaining step
toward calching that next big rabbit
before he steals too much lettuce.

FREDERICK C. DYER
Commander, 11,5, Naval Reserve (Ret.)
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