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FitzGerald, Frances. Fire in the Lake,

Boston: Little, Brown. 442p.

This is the most interesting book
about United States-Vietnamese rela-
tions that has been written by an
American. The author believe: Ameri-
can efforts to sustain a South Vietna-
mese Government were foredoomed and
have been worse than a failure; they
have desolated the Vietnamese people
and their country.

Ms, FitzGerald cites the lack of a
common cultural, political, and moral
context between the two countries as
the basic cause of this perceived failure.
The author believes it was a ‘meeting of
two different dimensions, two different
epochs of history,” and that the United
States was ‘‘entering a world quali-
tatively different from its | Vietnam’s]
OWn'l!

The first part of the book is devoted
to laying the foundation of this argu-
ment. In it Ms. FitzGerald investigates
the development and parameters of
Vietnamese culture. She relies heavily
on her own experience as student and
reporter in Vietnam, the I Ching, or
Chinese "‘bock of changes,' and the
works of the French sociologist Paul
Mus.

The author’s arguments occasionally
are tenuous, but her conclusion seems
reasonable: there are essential and vital
differences between American and Viet-
namese ways of life. One result of this
was that the Vietnamese, not supporting
the same ideals as the Americans, did
not place eqguivalent value on such

beliefs as individvual freedom or demo-
cratic government. The author avers
that the United States and South Viet-
nam simply were not fighting for the
same things. American-style govern-
mental institutions—both administrative
and procedural—did not work because
they evolved from and operated in a
Waestern, individualistic, nation-oriented
context but were injected into an orien-
tal, village-oriented, Confucian society.

The second portion of Fire in the
Lake is the book’s strongest section. Ms.
FitzGerald presents an excellent history
of Vietnamese Government, principally
from the 1940s to the present. U.5.
policies during the 1950’5 and 1960's
are described and reasons offered for
their failure, as perceived by the author.
These chapters tie together the succes-
sion of Vietnamege Governments, par-
ticularly during the period of coups
from the fail of Diem in 1963 to the
emergence of President Thieu in 1966.
The 1967 elections are also well
covered.

Ms. FitzGerald believes the practical
cause of the United States low success
rate during this 10-year period
(1963-1972}) was lack of perception that
“military victories were not only less
important than political victories,
but . .. meaningless except as reflec-
tions of the political realities.” In a
more debatable vein, the author argues
that the National Liberation Front has
been more successful at winning the
allegiance of the peasantry because of
similarities between the Confucian way
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of life of traditional Vietnam and that
proffered by Ho Chi Minh's version of
Marxism-Leninism.

A serious weakness of Fire in the
Lake is the lack of sufficient documen-
tation as extensive use is made of the
Pentagon Papers and other secondary
sources. Some of the latter are well-
known: works by Paul Mus, Jean La-
couture, and Bernard Fall, for example.
Others are more questionable, such as
the hook by Kahin and Lewis or the
‘'gvidence’’ provided by a 1971 investi-
gation by a Harvard University group.
The work by Kahin and Lewis is cited as
support for the claim that by 1954
United States military aid covered
eighty percent of French war expendi-
tures.” This is a belief dear to the hearts
of revisionist historians, but it is in-
accurate, as straightforward analysis of
the aid figures for the early 1950
demonstrates.

There are other instances where
documentation clearly is called for. One
instance is the author’s contention that
the 1954 Ceneva settlement was "“more
favorable to France than many French
officials had expected.’”” The easily ob-
tainable sources which support this
statement are not cited. No sources are
cited to support such claims that there
were 5 million refugees out of a Vietna-
mese population of 17 million or that
“it was a white man’s war being fought
by blacks,” a demonstrably false state-
ment. These and other contentions by
the author lack adequate documenta-
tion and therefore cast doubt on their
validity and weaken the entire book.

Part Three of Fire in the Lake is
unfortunate. After establishing a cogent
premise and following with a generally
well-written and perceptive narrative,
Ms, FitzGerald deteriorates to the level
of emotional political rhetoric. The
chapter entitled ‘‘Nixon's War" de-
scribes a President continuing and sven
escalating destructive policies without
any justification. The statement that
“‘Nixon may well succeed in compelling
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Vietnamese to kill each other for some
time to come'' is quite simply a distor-
tion of the facts.

The author's conclusion is that the
United States—in a misguided effort to
halt the spread of monolithic commu-
nism-—descended upon and desolated
Vietnam and the Indochinese peninsula.
The shades of truth in this arqument
must be discussed in the real political
world, Ms. FitzGerald does not ade-
quately deal with the domestic and
international factors which influenced
American policy in Southeast Asia.

U.8. efforts in Vietnam too often
may have been tactically irrelevant and
American policies repetitively inappro-
priate—that is, heedless of the effective
political-military-gpultural continuum,
However, proper historical understand-
ing of this period must develop with an
objective view of the times. Ms. Fitz-
Gerald’s generally excellent cultural and
sociological work is limited by her
closeness to the events.

BERNARD D. COLE
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy

Rostow, W.W. The Diffusion of Power.
New York: Macmillan, 1972, 739p.
It is difficult to characterize both the

scope and the method of W.W. Rostow's

latest and longest book. As indicated by
the title, The Diffusion of Power, Ros-
tow describes the transformation of the
international system from a condition
of bipolar dominance by the United

States and the Soviet Union to a state in

which there are multiple power centers.

However, this book is more than just

international in scope. The author also

includes excellent analyses of such
domestic issues as the race question.

Moreover, Rostow analyzes the men,

events, and decisions that shaped

America’s role in the world not only

from the viewpoint of a research schol-

ar, but also from the perspective of a

policy adviser to three Presidents.

Methodologically, Diffusion of Power is
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