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Ross and Weigley: New Dimensions in Military History

ledger, many of the most important
listings are annotated which is a great
aid to the student.

One of the principal benefits of
Smith's bibliography is that he includes
nearly everything. Especially important
for the scholar of naval affairs in World
War IT is his exhaustive rendering of
articles in magazines and journals pub-
lished during the war which suggest
many vital issues of public policy largely
ignored by postwar historians. Examples
include the great *Steel Crisis,”’ the
economic impact of Navy procurement
practices, and the militarization of in-
nocuous aspects of daily life.

In sum, Smith has compiled a valu-
able research tool which has long been
needed by naval historians. All should
hope that his series will conclude with a
subsequent set on the U.S. Navy and the
cold war.

ROBERT WM. LOVE, JR.
1J1.5. Naval Academy

Weigley, Russell F., ed. New Dimensions
in Military History. San Rafael,
Calif.: Presidio Press, 1975. 419pp.
The greatest schools of professional

military higher education have always

stressed the importance of military his-
tory. Military history is an indispensable
substitute for direct experience in pre-
paring the soldier for the problems and
crises of leadership at the highest com-
mand levels. The object of military
historical studies is not to develop a set
of precise rules or a checklist with
answers to political and strategic prob-
lems. Rather, the historical approach is

designed to make the student aware of a

great range of problems and to acquaint

him with a variety of approaches and
attempted solutions. Military history
also seeks to make the student aware of
the complexities of military-political
problems and strives to create suspicion
of simple answers and analogies.

This anthology, edited by Russell F.

Weigley, consists of lectures delivered in
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the New Dimensions in Military History
course, an elective given at the Army
War College. Individual articles naturally
cover a wide range of topics including
studies of warfare in the 17th century,
the problems of the Hapsburg multi-
ethnic army, and studies of the prob-
lems of counterinsurgency. There are
articles dealing with problems of
national security and the military role in
politics and diplomacy.

Despite the wide variety of topics
and subjects there is a consistent and
largely successful effort to focus atten-
tion on broad general themes and prob-
lems. The authors avoid trying to create
predictive models. They do not seek to
provide concrete rules for solving cur-
rent problems. Instead they present a
broad range of situations and problems.
They describe the efforts of individuals
and institutions to cope with these
problems in order to demonstrate the
scope, diversity, and complexity of
issues that the modern soldier will have
to face. Professor Weigley's anthology
does indeed demonstrate that an officer
cannot know what path to tread in the
future unless he knows where he has
been and what paths his and other
armies have followed in the past.

STEVEN ROSS
Naval War College

Wright, Edward Reynolds, ed. Korecan
Polities in Transition. Seattle and
London: University of Washington
Press, 1975. 412pp.

For a region whose political fate has
been so substantially enmeshed in
American foreign and domestic politics
for the past three decades, the current
level of specialized and popular knowl-
edge on Korea is appallingly low. Seri-
ous scholarly effort remains limited to a
virtual handful of American universities,
and while substantial works have ap-
peared, they pale by comparison with
virtually any other area of comparable
significance. The journalistic realm fares
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