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Soviet Union will avoid nuclear war
because of unacceptable damage unless
a way could be found to avoid this
damage. If the U.5.5.R. were attacked,
the Soviets would defend themselves
with everything available, including
nuclear weapons.

{2) Peace is an absence of fighting
and is used as a means to obtain a
respite to regroup and replenish. Peace
is accepted by the Soviets when it seems
the best means of attaining long-term
goals at any particular time.

(3) Neutrality is a concept generally
rejected by the Soviets. Neutrality is
only useful when it suits long-term
Soviet goals or when it is useful to
prevent another country from falling
under capitalist influence,

Professor Vigor cites numerous
examples of Soviet military operations,
political maneuvers and policy pro-
nouncements to support his theories. In
general, the facts of past Soviet history
seem to support his theories. This is
particularly disquieting when viewed in
the context of the continuing increase
in Soviet military capabilities.

Professor Vigor has produced a book
that would serve very well as a textbook
for students engaged in a study of
Soviet attitudes toward war and defense
decisionmaking. The only criticism that
this reviewer would make is that there is
not enough discussion of more recent
Soviet attitudes, recognizing that the
book was published in 1975, It is hoped
that follow-on chapters will be pro-
duced with discussions of Soviet atti-
tudes as exemplified by continued stra-
tegic weapons development, a navy with
a global capability and continued im-
provement of tactical ground/air weap-
ons systems.

There is considerable evidence avail-
able upon which to make judgments
reqarding Soviet military capabilities. It
is within the area of Soviet intentions
that the evidence is meager, conflicting
and difficult to understand. Professor

igor’s book contributes to our under-

standing of Soviet intentions by re-
counting past history and providing
theories that have remained fairly con-
stant. The message is clear and dis-
turbing. While the Soviets are not likely
to start a war they cannot win, they are
building their military and economic
strength for use at some appropriate
time in the future.

RALPH N, CHANNELL
Captain, U.S. Navy

wilt, Alan F. The Allantic Wall. Ames,

Iowa: Towa State University Press,

1975, 244pp.

Alan Wilt not oniy details the fortifi-
cations of the Atlantic Wall, but he also
examines the entire German defensive
system in the west. He describes the
construction of the coastal defenses,
and also includes the manpower and
firepower factors that formed the essen-
tial components of the Atlantic Wall
concept. In addition, he analyzes the
major strategic decisions made by the
Germans and how these decisions af-
fected the construction of the barrier in
the western theater, an area that was
left behind until 1944 by the larger
events of World War II.

The greatest problem with the devel-
opment of the Atlantic Wall was the
German involvement in a prolonged war
on several fronts, Because the Germans
did not perceive a threat in the west
until 1943, they did not give any
priority of men or materials to the
western theater for the construction of
the “wall.” These men and materials
were desperately needed elsewhere.

However, with the growing allied
threat in the west, the major work on
the coastal defenses began in 1943.
Massive construction efforts were com-
pleted, with the port cities receiving the
maijor fortifications. The Germans be-
lieved that the allies would attempt to
selze a major port with the initial
invasion, and, therefore, they heavily
defended these cities. Since the entire
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coast could not be fortified, the key to
the German defense rested in the mobile
armor formations.

The real controversy between the
German commanders began on how to
deploy these formations. Rommel, be-
cause of his appreciation of allied air-
power, wanted the armor deployed as
close to the coast as possible. He be-
lieved that if the armor were not close
to the coast, the formations would be
destroyed before they moved very far.
Von Rundstedt, on the other hand,
wanted a defense-in-depth with the
armor formations under his personal
control. This heated debate led to so
many problems that the completion of
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the Atlantic Wall suffered. Finally,
Hitler solved the problem by taking
control of the armor himself. The re-
sults of this decision are well known.

Professor Wilt has done an excellent
job of covering a long neglected theater
of World War II. He has approached the
strategic aspects of the western theater
during the period other writers have
ignored and has greatly added to the
understanding of the critical decisions
made by the German High Command in
building Hitler's Atlantic Wall,

ROBERT E. WOLFF
Captain, U.5. Air Force
U.5. Air Force Academy
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