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run. Short papers present the views of
Singapore and Thailand. These are
followed by “The Politics of Philip-
pine Security” by Salvador Lopez.
Reflecting Dr. Buss’ opening remarks,
these papers and the discussants’ com-
ments reflect unhappiness with U.S.
policy and concern with the future,
particularly ASEAN’s course.

Discussions on Salvador Lopez’
paper by James Gregor and Stephen
Jurika elicited the following rebuttal
by the former Philippine Ambassador
to the United States: ““You know the
trouble with colonialism? It is so
much better to talk about it with the
colonist than with the colonized. Itis
nicer, so much more pleasant. You
can stand at the top of the stairs and
talk to us below. But the fellow
down below is something else. And
we Filipinos have been there for 400
years! L hope that gives you an idea of
why I feel as [ do. And why many
Filipinos feel as [ do. We want you to
get the hell out of there!”” While not
all of part IV is this heated, there is
certainly a wider range of opinions
here than elsewhere.

Part V deals with China, partic-
ularly within the context of the
Taiwan issue. In Dr. Buss’ words:
“If the total security of friendly
nations in the Pacific Basin is to be
strengthened, due consideration
must be given to the interests and
policies of U.S. allies and, above all,
to the security and welfare of
Taiwan.” Jonathan Pollack analyzes
China’s role in Pacific Basin secur-
ity, giving an excellent assessment of
China's strategic role and discussion

of China vis-2-vis the superpowers,
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other Asian communist states and
the Pacific community. Next are
three papers on Taiwan, discussing
that country’s policies, economic
development and perspective on the
Pacific Basin. Ralph Clough closes
out with a discussion of recent trends
on Chinese foreign policy, reinforc-
ing the conventional wisdom that
“[d]ifferences over Taiwan will be
the most untractable problems in
U.S.-PRC relations” while observ-
ing that “Chinese leaders find it
difficult to admit, even to them-
selves, that the main obstacle to
reunification is not U.S. policy . . .
but the conviction of f the Taiwanese]
that the status quo is preferable to
submitting to Beijing's control.”
National Security Interest in the Pacific
Basin is a wide-ranging book. The
variety of topics and styles is well
balanced by Dr. Buss’ comments and
introductions. This, and the attention
to detail always evident in Hoover
Institution Press books, makes this
volume a welcome addition to the
literature on the Pacific Basin. Dr.
Buss’ book is recommended equally
to the general reader and the serious
scholar; there is sufficient material

for both.

RICHARID} S, CLOWARD
Caprain, U.S. Navy
American Enterprise Instinte

Hoyt, Edwin P. The Militarists: The
Rise of Japanese Militarism Since WW
II. New York: Donald I. Fine,
1985. 256pp. §18.95
As history has shown it is difficult

to predict what may rise from the
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war-torn ruins of a defeated and
devastated nation. Oftentimes such
nations have surprised even the most
optimistic predictions and achieved
far more than ever was conceived
possible within a short period of
time. If one lesson may be learned
from such drastic progress it is that it
is far easier to destroy a person than it
is to destroy a people. In his book,
The Militarists: The Rise of Japanese
Militarism Since WW II, Edwin Hoyt
closely and articulately examines the
spirit of such a people-—the Japanese.
Through an examination of Japanese
culture and postwar political and
economic progress, Hoyt proposes
that despite the devastation of World
War II the Japanese spirit has
endured and, more importantly,
perpetuated its traditional tendency
towards militarism.

In The Militarists, Hoyt specifically
cites the creation and evolution of
the Japanese Self-Defense Forces to
imply that there indeed exists a
possibility that Japan is on the road to
creating a formidable military force
which could conceivably lead to
regional and global instability. The
very existence of Self-Defense
Forces, Hoyt explains, is a direct
contradiction to its U.S.-imposed
“peace constitution” which outlaws
Japan's right to develop a warfight-
ing capability. Itis more than just the
development of a military force,
however, that leads Hoyt to his
alarming conclusions, Rather, it is his
interpretation of the self-image of
the Japanese nation itself. It is the
parallels between current political
thetoric and pre-World War propa-

ganda that create the perception of a
Japan which is struggling to reattain
a position of power in the world.

Clearly, the concept of the *“rising
sun’’ has already manifested itself in
Japan economically since 1945. The
question Edwin Hoyt attempts to
answer is whether the same vigor and
resilience of spirit will be redirected
toward a revitalized and potentially
aggressive military. His conclusions
are as fascinating as they are distres-
sing.

THOMAS B. MODLY
Lieutenant (junior grade), U.S. Navy

Blair, Bruce G. Strategic Command and
Control: Redefining the Nuclear Threat.
W ashington: Brookings Institution,
1985. 341pp. $32.95 paper $12.95

Ford, Daniel. The Button: The Penta-
gon’s Strategic Command and Control
System—Does It Work? New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1985. 270pp.
$16.95
Shortly after the end of the Second

World War there was a great flurry

of interest in something called “push-

button warfare.” Such great strides
had been made in weapons and in
electronics during that war that it
seemed inevitable that a combination
of such developments would lead to a
global chessboard where two playcrs
could fight each other by remote
control. Yet, at least one speaker of
that era would attempt to dramatize
the ridiculous aspect of such an idea
by confiding to amazed audiences
that yes, half of the equipment
necessary to implement the concept
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