View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by X{'CORE

provided by U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons

Naval War College Review

Volume 40

Number 2 Spring Article 34

1987

Global Resources & International Conflict

Betty J. Price

Arthur H. Westing

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review

Recommended Citation
Price, Betty J. and Westing, Arthur H. (1987) "Global Resources & International Conflict," Naval War College Review: Vol. 40 : No. 2,

Article 34.
Available at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwec-review/vol40/iss2/34

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Naval War College Review by an authorized editor of U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact

repository.inquiries@usnwec.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/236328312?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol40%2Fiss2%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol40?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol40%2Fiss2%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol40/iss2?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol40%2Fiss2%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol40/iss2/34?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol40%2Fiss2%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol40%2Fiss2%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol40/iss2/34?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol40%2Fiss2%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:repository.inquiries@usnwc.edu

Global Resources & International Conflict

136 Naval War Collsge Hediew

role in the evolution of Japanese
ocean policy. In discussing the de-
bates in Japan on navigation rights,
Akaha does provide insight into
Japanese views on the straits transit
issue—important for understanding
Japan’s policy concerning the stra~
tegic Tsushima, Tsugaru and La
Perouse Straits. Akaha also brings
out Japanese perspectives on the
application of the “three non-nuclear
principles’’ in Japan’s territorial
waters, an issue of importance in
Japanese-American security rela-
tions.

In summary, the scope of Akaha’s
study of Japanese ocean policy is too
narrow for the general reader or the
reader primarily interested in Japa-
nese defense policy, but the book is
highly recommended for those inter-
ested in Japanese ocean politics or
Japanese governmental decision-
making.

JOSEPH E. BOUCHARD
Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy

Westing, Arthur H., ed. Global Re-
sources & International Conflict. New
York: Oxford University Press,
1986. 280pp. $29.95
Untold volumes have been written

on the causes of war. Maost of these

books explore the complexities and
machinations of intcrnational rela-
tions and power politics, but few
consider the more obvious factors at
the heart of a nation’s survival. Global

Resources & International Conflict cx-

plores onc of the most basic and

enduring sources of world instability

and conflict—the scarcity of re-
sources and the competition for their
control.

Produced under the auspices of the
Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Institute, this book is an out-
growth of a symposium convened
with the U.N. Environmental Pro-
gramme, Through a series of essays
written by authorities from the
U.S.S.R., Sweden, Norway, Canada,
Britain and the United States, it
analyzes the significance of oil,
minerals, fresh waters, ocean fish-
eries, food crops and the human
population.

The study focuses on the relation-
ship of man to natural resources: his
absolute need for them and his fre-
quent dependence on his neighbors
for access. The interborder relation-
ships that ensue range from cordial
and mutually beneficial to belligerent
and subversive, and this study exam-
ines those critical dependencies that
would most likely lead to conflict.

Although man’s requirement and
quest for resources represents a well-
known and often-discussed theme,
supporting data in the study provides
fresh insight into the seriousness and
complexities of the issues. The sta-
tistics, history and ongoing negotia-
tions that are presented in the analysis
of each resource are instructive in
considering catalytic forces that may
lead to conflict. The study clearly
conveys the increasing potential for
conflict in a world where the demand
for scarce resources is growing
rapidly due to unmanageable popula-
tion growth and rapid increases in
human aspirations,
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The study is generally convincing
in its analysis but somewhat disap-
pointing in its conclusion. [t yields to
the temptation to seek casy answers
in the realm of theory and idealism,
and fails to grapple with those real-
world alternatives essential to a
viable solution. The formulation and
acceptance of a body of international
law is the primary proposal offered
to the dilemma of how to eliminate
competition over natural resources
as a source of international conflict.
Although a noble ideal, itignores the
fact that war is traditionally preceded
by the violation of laws and treaties.
A nation deprived of the resources it
perceives to be essential o its sur-
vival will not be deterred by merc
rthetoric, however binding it may
appear to the world at large, Only
when that nation can be persuaded
that cooperation in the preservation
of natural resources is in its national
interest will it abide by international
law.

For those who seek confirmation
through data and analysis that world
resource competition sows the seeds
of conflict, this study merits review.
Of particular value arc the appen-
dixes that provide a bibliography, a
review of wars and skirmishes in-
volving natural resources and various
international treaties.

BETTY J. PRICE
Mayor, U.S. Air Force

Philip, George. The Military in South
American Politics. London: Croom

Sidnal Reading 137

Helm, Ltd., 1985, 394pp. $37.50

Professor Edwin Lieuwen wrote,
in 1960, that “on the general subject
of militarism in Latin America no
important books have yet appeared.”
Six years later, Professor Lyle
McAlister agreed with him when he
wrote in the Fatin American Research
Review that *“The Political role of the
military [in Latin America] was ac-
knowledged, described and deplored,
but its institutional and societal bases
werc not regarded as worthy of [by
scholars] or susceptible to systematic
analysis. Under these conditions, itis
hardly surprising that no ‘important
books” appeared.”

An important book by Professor
George Philip, of the London School
of Economics and the University of
London’s Institute of Latin American
Studies has appeared. His first two
chapters sununarize previous articles,
books, and intellecrual main currents,
reinforcing McAlister's point of two
decades before, that North American
scholars view the military forces of
Latin America as historically invalid
insticutions which retard the growth
of democracy, often with help from
the Pentagon, Professor Philip then
offers chapters in which he argues
compellingly that the military insti-
tutions are unique within the region
and that specific historical patterns,
which he portrays as socioeconomic
trends, caused these military institu-
tions to exist and adape to change.
The final section is a country-by-
country portrayal of the military
institution, written to show the
counterpoint between socioeco-
nomic challenge and military insti-
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