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mended for the immense amount of
primary-source research and careful
documentation used in his work. The
author s undertakings would be richly
rewarded if members of the current
Labour government in Wellington
would carefully study his work so that
they might finally appraise themselves
of the havoc they have wrought on
New Zealand’s defense posture,
which has been the result of their
misguided conception of national
security.

THOMAS-DURELL YOUNG
U.S. Army War College

Starr, Richard F., ed. Yearbook on
International Communist Affairs,
1988. Stanford, Calif.: Hoover
Institution Press, 1988. 598pp.
$49.95
This definitive work is an annual

compilation of the organization,

strength, and activities of communist
parties and revolutionary fronts. It
provides worldwide coverage of
communist parties, arranged alpha-
betically by country within six
world regions, and includes an essay
about each country’s communist
party organization. The essays
include the number of individuals in
each country’s communist party,
names of the party’s officers, party
legality, its publications, and a brief
history of the party’s interaction
with the country’s body politic.

These overviews are exceptionally

well done. Tables showing party

congresses and a brief register of the

status of communism in each country
are extremely useful.

Because of its simple arrangement
and wealth of information con-
cerning each country’s communist
party or revolutionary front, the
volume is a worthwhile annual
addition to defense institutional
libraries. Although price may pro-
hibit individual annual purchase,
many professionals in the field would
benefit from a onetime purchase.

MURRAY L. BRADLEY
Naval War College

Morgan, Charles. The Gunroom. New
York: Ballantine Books, 1988.
242pp. $3.95
“A young sailor,” says the pub-

lisher’s blurb on the cover of this

short novel, “struggles to withstand
the harsh mental and physical
brutalities of service in the British

Navy in the years before World

War L “‘Charles Morgan’s first

and most controversial novel,” it

continues, “appeared in 1919 only to
disappear immediately. . . . Morgan
and his publishers believe the British

Admirality to be responsible. . . . 7
I was thus prepared for a fairly

lurid exposé of the twilight world of

the midshipman and of the gunroom
in which he lived, of corporal
punishment and the abuse of power,
and of the captains who tolerated it
because things had always been done
that way, And indeed these themes
are certainly present; the author
himself describes the book as being
“writteninblood.” But it commands
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