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FOOK RES T WS

Martel et al.: Countering the Proliferation and Use of Weapons of Mass Destructi

0

Hays, Peter 1. Vincent [ Jodoin, and Alan R van
Tassel, eds. Corntersng the Proliferation aad Use

of Weapons of Mass Destruetion. New York:
MoGraw-1HIL 1998, 365pp, 52704

This book examines the general problem
of the proliferation ol weapons of mass
destruction (WMD), focusing specificaily
o using military means to counter the
spread of nuaclear, biological, and chemi-

cal weapons,

The central theme thar animates this
work is the desire to “contribute 1o the
counter proliferation dialogue,” address-
ing what the editors argue is the “most
important threat facing the Department
of Defense.” The term “counterprolit-
eration” emerged in the heginning of the
first Clinton administration, when Secre-
tary of Delense Les Aspin organized the
counterproliferalion initiative (CPL) 1o
create new military capabililies for deal-
ing with WMD. Undoubitedly, the failure
of coalition forces during the Persian
Gulf War 1o find lraqgi Scud missiles {in
the infamaous “Scud hunts”)-—-not to
mention the extraordinary {ailure of in-
ternational nonproliferation regimes o
discern the existence of Traq's extensive
WMD facilities
United States must be preparved 1o deal

signaled that the

militarily with WM D in regional con-
fticts. The consensus is that the fatlure to
produce credible and effective military
oplions for finding and destroying such
weapons will have devastating conse-

quences for the ULS. military,

To complicate matters, there is a growing
realization thal the United States and the
international communily cannot depend
on nonproliferation regimes to prevent
states {notably Iran, lrag, North Korea,
and Libya} from acquiring weapons of

mass destruction. The mast dangerous
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scenario is that those regimes might use
such weapons against ULS, woops or
American cities, Facing this possibilily,
the Delense Department has organived o

program to deal with WMD.

The editors of this volume have collected
the ideas of somie of the important think-
ers on the subject of proliferation, With a
foreword by former seeretary of defense
William Perry, it begins with an exami-
nation of the origing of the CP1and pro-
ceeds 1o consider a number of programs
and policies that together constitute what
is meant by counterproliferation, These
descriptive chapters are useful to the
extent that the reader can understand
the political and burcaueratic forces
that have changed how the U.S. defense
establishment thinks about the prolif-
cration of WMD), and more impor-
tantly, why the United States is
developing technical means for finding
and destroying such weapons.

The more analytical chapters focus on
the implications of proliferation for
slates andd military organizations. For cx-
ample, the chapter by Brad Roberts ex-
anunes the policies and mechanisms for
preventing states from developiug WMD.
Animportant observation from this
chapter, at least to this reviewer, s that
various international regimes have failed
o prevent the proliferation of WM,
The chapter by David Kay on “involun-
tary reversal” considers the value of mea-
sures thal are available 1o the
international community for forcing
states Lo relinquish WMD. As one of the
architects of the UN Special Commission
on Iraq (UNSCOM), Kay has leavened
his thoughts on this matter with his fivst-
hand experience in finding and disman-
tling Irag’s WMD facilities. The chapter
by David Bernstein and Lewis Punn on

deterring WM threats is a uselul
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discussion of the value of using such
weapons to deter their use by rogue
states. Finally, the chapter by retired gen-
eral Charles Horner and Barry Schineider
examines the feasibility of using counter-
force attacks to destroy WMUD facilities,

I mention these chapters in particular be-
cause they contribute new and useful in-
sights. Unfortunately, while many other
chapters are also useful, their value is
weakened by their failure to advance
our thinking about this problem—sur-
prisingly, since the overall quality of
the chapters, which are unusually
tightly organized for edited works, sug-
gests that the editors went to consider-
able lengths 10 harmonize all the paris
into a coherent whaole.

As a general observation, this is a useful
work that contributes Lo what we could
call the proliferation, nonproliferation,
or counterproliferation debates. But the
varicty of views highlights the underlying
weakniess of the current debate about
WMD. Tn essence, counterproliferation is
a logical extenston of nonproliferation,
because, as these words suggesl, the suc-
cess of nonproliferation has been less
than stellar. 'The concept of counter-
proliferation not only implies but trum-
pets that we must be prepared to couuter
proliferation because nonproliferation
has failed to contain the number of states
that possess WMD. This change in the
strategic landscape has profound impli-
cations for U.8. national sccurity and for-
cigh policy. Yet author after author feels
obliged to pay homage to the critical and
enduring value of nonproliferation, de-
spite the fact that, as the title of this work
suggests, we have moved from preventing
proliferation to managing nonpro-
liferation’s failures.

As the editors note in the conclusion,
“much remains to be done.” Their book

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwe-review/vols3/iss4/16

1s an important first step toward analyz-
ing how counterproliferation represents
the next step in the search for new ways
to deal with the weapons that dominated
strategic thinking during much of the
twentieth century.

WILLIAM €. MARTE,
Naval War College

Bateman, Robert L., ed. Digital War: A View from
the Front Lines. Novate, Calif: Presidio, 1999,
299pp. §29.95

In Digital War, Captain Rebert L. Rate-
man TTI, U.S. Army, a history instructor
at West Point, has assembled an interest-
ing collection of essays discussing the fu-
ture of the Army in the digital age. The
articles are “from the front lines™ in that
most of the authors are active-duty Army
afficers, which makes the book a useful
review of what some of the service’s most
thoughtful writers have to say about such
future Army visions as ‘orce XXI and the
“Army after Next.”

For the most part, the cssays take a care-
ful, critical view of the Army’s official vi-
sions of the future battlefield. Many of
the potential problemns discussed will be
familiar to readers of Parameters and
other military journals; they include such
issues as: Can the United States afford
the systems that will truly digitize {or
network) the entire military? Tf we do
achieve a completety “networked”
force, how will that affect command
and control?

One article, by Licutenant Colonel John
A. Antal, veers off into the sorl of Blade
Runner future that Phillip K. Dick de-
scribes in his novel af that name. Flow-
ever, for the United States, Antal believes
the real bad guys are not the enemies
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