ﬁ; CORE Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

Provided by U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons

Naval War College Review

Volume 53

Number 4 Autumn Article 11

2000

In My View

Phillip Thompson

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review

Recommended Citation

Thompson, Phillip (2000) "In My View," Naval War College Review: Vol. 53 : No. 4, Article 11.
Available at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol53/iss4/11

This Additional Writing is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Naval War College Review by an authorized editor of U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact

repository.inquiries@usnwec.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/236324539?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol53%2Fiss4%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol53?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol53%2Fiss4%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol53/iss4?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol53%2Fiss4%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol53/iss4/11?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol53%2Fiss4%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol53%2Fiss4%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol53/iss4/11?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol53%2Fiss4%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:repository.inquiries@usnwc.edu

Thompson: In My View

IN MY VIEW

A SOUND INVESTMENT
Sir:

Regardless of the merits of Capt. Mark Johnson'’s well-written picce, “The Coast
Guard Alternative” (NWCR, Winter 2000), the fact remains that the Coast
Guard is unable to keep up with the missions it already has, because of a lack of
funds and decrepit equipment.

It is sad that while the United States ponders financial and military aid to Co-
lombia and arms deals to Taiwan, the Coast Guard is relegated to plying Amer-
ica’s coastal waters in thirty-year-old cutters and aging aircraft. The situation
has deteriorated so much, tn fact, that Coast Guard commanders have cut back
their operations by as much as 10 percent in an etfort to save wear and tear on
equipment and personnel, both of whiclh have been stretched to the limit.

Perhaps the Coast Guard’s capabilities should be modernized before ivs mis-
sion is expanded any further. In fact, the Coast Guard has undertaken its largest
acquisition effort, to do just that. Called the Deepwater Program, it will provide
the service with upgraded equipment and a means to tap into the technology it
needs, For example, Bath Iron Works, part of the industry tean in the Decp-
water effort, is one of the nation’s premier shipbuilders and the lead designer
and builder of the Navy's Acgis-equipped Arleigh Burke—class destroyers. Such
advanced radar systems would give back to the Coast Guard its edge in the
drug-interdiction effort.

While any recapitalization cffort is expensive, the Coast Guard has proven
titme and again that it is a sound investment for the nation, In 1999 alone, the
Coast Guard seized more money in drugs than its own annual budget of four bil-
lion dollars, Syracuse University’s Maxwell School recently named the Coast

Guard one of the best managed and most fiscally responsible federal agencies.
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But the bottom linc is this: the Coast Guard is one of the nation’s most visibie
means of defense along American borders, and as such it deserves a finan-
cial—and moral—commitment from the Congress and the White House to en-

sure it remains fully mission capable in the years ahead.

PHILLIP THOMPSON
Senior Fellow
Lexington Institute, Arlington, Virginia
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