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DISCUSSION

[E; sum, no subport was obtained for the prediction that the
levels of fear appeal and the target would interact such that
high fear arousal would produce more attitude change when the
target was the family, and low fear arousal would be more
effective when the target was the 1istenéE;3

Even though levels of fear were clearly validated, and
efforts to tap message effects included both the use of attitude
and intention measures, none of the seven questionnaire items
yielded support for the predictions. In addition, the target
main effect, obtained on the gquestion involving concern for
one's property and family, was in the opposite direction to
that expected. Here, the generalized wording of the question

may have precluded demonstration of high levels of concern
for loved ones. The question was worded as follows: "I am at
present very concerned for the safety of lives and valuables in
and around my dwelling." Since this question did not specify
a concern for loved ones, but rather for "lives" and "valuables,"
an appeal to the safety of family members may have had Tittle
relevance.

Furthermore, the three-way interaction found 1n‘quest10n one

was perplexing. Any attempt to explain this interaction would
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STOP BURGLARS BEFORE THEY ENTER
High Fear Appeal Message

Aimed at the Family

Safety is becoming a serious problem in Florida. Thousands
of households Tose precious heirlooms, valuables, money, and
even lives to prowlers daily. In May, 1981, a mother of four
was caught by surprise by a burgular who had entered her home
in broad daylight. She was robbed and stabbed to death. In
June, a four-year-old girl was kidnapped through her bedroom
window while the family was asleep. In August, a 29 year-old
University of Central Florida student, a father of two, was
shot to death when he entered his home. And in October, 74
housewives were victimized by rapists.

Last year in Orlando our crime rate doubled, and most
of it occurred in our very own homes. During 1981 in Orlando
alone, over 8000 reported break-ins, 823 reported rapes, and
112 reported killings occurred in our neighborhoods. In addition,
many more of these crimes went unreported. Your home or
apartment may be the next target because burglars choose the
easy targets. They look for unprotected houses and apartments,
even if they may gain less than from an expensive, well-protected
home. How would you feel if one of your family members became

the victim of a criminal next week, all because he found your
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I felt quite concerned for my safety while
listening to the burglar alarm speech s N R L e

9. I felt quite concerned for the safety of my
Joved one(s) while Tistening to the burglar
alarm speech e e A e e LUl sl
102 iMy-“age: <. S Makdtalestatuss i Singlie i ... . Married
Class:  Ereshman .. ». Sophomore: ... Junfor <. Senion: .o
Sex: Female .... Male .... I am the parent of ...# of child(ren)
In the space below please discuss briefly the reasons for your

personal feelings about the computer operated home burglar alarm

S (] T o e R sl i R i s S B s e S T s s e e o

-----------------------------------------------------------------
.................................................................
-----------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------

If you would like to receive additional information regarding
a home security system please give us the following information:

N st s Al et e oy S AR o
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