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engage all the senses of the child in learning. The connection between
the senses and the mind is a unified one and the ‘“‘sensing’” and the
“minding’’ go hand in hand. Each of the senses help the child to form
images with art being a means of helping the child to engage all of the
senses in learning and expression. Sensory qualities enable him to move
from conception of his physical world to representation of it. ““Creative
workinginvolvementrequires a focusing which is given by the individual
in positive response to his environment” (Montgomery, 1983, p. 188).

Some elementary classroom teachers, in their concern for avoiding
mistakes in teaching art, fail to provide any kind of guidance and the
chilc. suffers as a consequence. The schools in New Zealand are
extremely dedicated to engaging the child in art and art is considered a
necessary and worthwhile part of the curriculum. Their rationale is as
follows: The visual images of children are spontaneous and unself-
conscious responses to their immediate experience, though often in
naive’ terms compared with adult statements. However, to assume that
childrens artistic growth will occur naturally is a misconception. Devel-
opment in art requires stimulation and guidance, or there will come a
time when there is a distinct gap between young people’s need to
express ‘“‘self’” and their ability to do so. The teacher’s responsibility is to
encourage all pupils, atevery level, to make personal statements in visual
torm and to equip all pupils with the skills to make those statements and
to judge the quality of their own work (New Zealand Department of
Education,1978, p. 52).

This study raises some questions about the amount and quality of the
training elementary classroom teachers are provided in their own
education prior to entering teacher education.

The best teachers of elementary art, whether classroom teacher or
special art consultant, are creative, innovative, and adaptive people.
They work hard to understand the basic premises, techniques, and
evaluative processes of the creative act; they learn how to organize
materials, tools, space, and time schedules to produce exemplary
working conditions in classroom or art room, and they structure and
implementthe art program to meet the present and future needs of their
students. They enrich the lives of their pupils through daily experiences
in some phase of art discovery. . .in their enthusiasm, which they display
unselfishly, they encourage the youngsters to open their eyes to the
design, color, form, rhythm, texture, balance, and pattern in the world
around them, in both natural and man-made wonders (p. 29).
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