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JSSIVES TO YTHLORE
B ill Linden, 83-33 A ustin  S tree t, Kew G ardens, N .Y . 11415

On L ogres: "L lo eg r"  is  the C ym ric nam e fo r  England. 
In the H isto ry  of the Kings of B rita in , th is  ap p e ars  in  the 
fo rm  "L o eg ria " . G eoffrey d e riv e s  it  from  the legendary  
king L ocrine, who rec ieved  it when B rutus divided B rita in . 
S im ilarly , he deriv e s  Albany (Alba=Scotland) from  A lbanact 
and C am bria  from  C am ber.

On a recen t espionage m issio n  to P 'o -L 'u , I found that 
the form ation  of the M iserific  Society is  having undream ed-o f 
re p erc u ss io n s . The E m pero r is  furious because he was 
not included on the board, and is  talk ing  of sending som e of 
h is m ost vicious, m ost fam ished octopods a f te r  "those d e­
cadent n o rth e rn e rs " . He also  th rea ten ed  to publish an a r ­
tic le  on "What S traik  and W ither Really Did to F ilo s tra to " .

T u n g ero n g -la r ry -o n g !

Paula M arm nr, 8339 P ie rce  D r . , Buena P ark , Calif. 90620

On Ruth B erm an 's  A rthu rian  questions: if 1 am  reading  
my notes c o rre c tly , and not m is- in te rp o la tin g  my au thors , 
the F ish e r King f i r s t  occu rs  under that nam e in  C hretien , 
in the P erc ev a l, whence he was borrow ed by W olfram  fo r 
P arz iva l. Robert de B o rro n 's  Rich F ish e r  of his Joseph  of 
A rim athea is apparently  based on C hretien , also . See R .S. 
Loom is, The D evelopm ent of A rth u rian  Romance.

Logres as  the nam e of A r th u r 's  kingdom is  a lso  f i r s t  
used  by C hretien  (as W illiam s said ). The nam e o ccurs  
ra th e r  frequently  in the p re -M alo ry  Vulgate Cycle, a p p e a r­
ing in each of the th re e  books I have tran s la tio n  of (The P ro se  
L ancelot, M ort A rtu, The H istory  of the Holy G ra il, in ­
cluded in  S ir Lancelot of the Lake: A F rench  P ro se  Romance 
of the T h irteen th  C entury , t ra n s . Lucy A llen Paton, New 
York, 1929.)

G eoffrey of Monmouth d o esn 't spec ifica lly  m ention 
L ogres , but he does m ention a  kingdom of L oegria  o r  L oengre, 
in  the e a s t of England, nam ed a f te r  L ocrin  o r L o crin e , son 
of B ru tus. The E vans/D unn tra n s la tio n  (the Dutton p ap e r­
back) in  Bk. II Chap. I has "L o eg ria  (England)" and proceeds 
to  use "England, to  w it, and N orthum berland , " th e  J .A .
G iles tra n s la tio n  of 1848 has "L o eg ria  and N o rth u m b erlan d ."
In a footnote to  R ichard  of C ire n c e s te r , G iles m entions the 
W elsh tr ia d s  as  p re se rv in g  the nam e o f/a /p e o p le , the "L o e r-  
grw ys (L oegrians), " tha t cam e to  B rita in  fro m  Gascony,
See G iles , Six Old English  C h ro n ic les , London, 1848; a lso  
E . K. C ham bers, A rth u r of B rita in , and L oom is' D evelopm ent.

On m y own a r tic le :  som e people Out T h ere  m ay have 
noticed  a  c e rta in  am ount of h is to r ic a l  bungligh. F o rg ive  an 
o v er-ze a lo u s tr iv ia l is t.  The c o rre c tio n s  in  d e ta il would take 
m ore  space  than th e ir  re lev an cy  m e r its , but I w ill say  that 
S toors of the Angle should be S toors of Dunland. And Bag 
End was bu ilt by B ilb o 's  fa th e r, so i t  a lm o st c e rta in ly  was 
s im ply  a  play on Baggins and "bag end, " m eaning c u l-d e -sa c . 
Of co u rse , Bungo m ay have been aw are  of th e  o rig in s  of h is 
n a m e .. .

Some additional am m endm ents: the nam e Took m ay 
com e fro m  e ith e r  of two A nglo-Saxon uncompounded nam es 
I have ru n  a c ro s s , T oki, whence m odern  Tooke, and Tukka, 
whence T uck (but th is  looks m o re  like Tuk). The m eanings 
of both nam es a r e  lo s t  to  u s . See C. M. M atthew s, E nglish 
Surnam es.

T he nam e F rodo  (O. N orse  F ro e  i , OHG Fruo ti) m eans 
"w ise, " spec ifica lly , "w ise in  anc ien t lo re . " And T hom as of
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O tterbourne, in a  15th(?) cen tu ry  m an u scrip t, re c o rd s  a  
king of M ercia nam ed B ilba ("L a tin ized" a s  B ilbam : cf. h is 
Pendam  fo r  the u su sa l Penda). T he ro y a l house of M ercia 
a lso  boasts an E om er. F o r  both of th e se , see  Jacob  G rim m 's  
Teutonic Mythology.

On m y a r tic le  th is  is su e : my thanks to  J .R .  C h ris to ­
pher fo r pointing out th a t A sk and Em bla a r e  a l te rn a te  nam es 
fo r  T o r and T in id ril; o r  r a th e r  th a t P e re la n d ra  a d d re s se s  
them  in those nam es: see  P e re la n d ra , p. 206 (paperback).

M ary E zzell, Box 561A Rt. 1, C ed ar H ill, T ex . 75104

T alk ing  of people who like Lew is and C h este rto n  and 
ce rta in  o th e rs . I am  a lso  fond of those.w ho defend what 
M r. Jam es D. C la rk  (in M ythlore A utum n 70) c a lls  the 
C h ris tia n  W est. But I have noticed a  fu r th e r  "syndrom e" 
of w r ite r s  who a r e  often liked  by th o se  who love L ew is. F o r 
cool, civ ilized  logic. Rose M acaulay: th e re  the re a so n  is  
obvious enough. F o r o th e rs , i t  is  h a r d e r  to  pin down the 
re aso n , but they do occur v e ry  often in  the sam e l ib ra r ie s :  
K ipling, Twain, John D ickson C a r r  (for m y s te ry  re a d e rs ) , 
A ngela T h irk e ll (for those who like p lea sa n t nonsense). 
S traigh t ch ild re n s ' books: A r th e r  R ansom e. F an tasy  (of 
co u rse): E . N esbit, A lan G a rn er , E .R . E ddisson , M ervyn 
Peake, E llis to n  T re a v o r. F o r  no p a r tic u la r  re a so n , but he 
usually  tu rn s  up: Sw inburne--the poem s about lonely p laces , 
not about g ra p es  and re d  h a ire d  wom en. L ikew ise Jam es  
Thom son ("T he C ity of D readfu l N ight"). P sych ic re se a rc h : 
S tew art Edw ard W hite 's  B etty  books. F o r  those  opinion 
allow them  to  enjoy h e r , o r  who a r e  v e ry  to le ra n t in  deed, 
Ayn Rand.

I would lik e  to inv ite  co rresp o n d en ce  w ith anyone e lse  
who sh a re s  th is  syndrom e, m o re  o r  l e s s ,  w ith those  who 
lik e  CKC e t a l, o r indeed with any re a d e rs  of M ythlore.

H elen M au rer O ctober 7, 1971

You a ll d ese rv e  com plim ents on the appearance and 
content of M ythlore. It see m s to  g et b e tte r  a ll the tim e . 
A lso , it  is  in te re s tin g  to  see  how th e  Society has grown, 
fro m  the two b ran ch es w hich ex is ted  w hen I f i r s t  cam e in 
contact w ith you to the seven teen  l is te d  in  the la s t  issu e  
p lus the sp ec ia l in te rs t  g roups. How a r e  they  com ing th ese  
days? It a ll sounds g re a t and tends to  ca u se  m om ents of 
y ea rn in g  fo r the W est C oast.

I want to m ake th is  sh o rt, but th e re  a r e  a  couple of 
th ings th a t a r e  plaguing m y c u r io s ity ?  J u s t  w hat is  the r e ­
la tionsh ip  betw een the incom plete "The N oises th a t W e re n 't 
T h e re "  and W illiam s ' la s t  novel A ll H allow s E v e? O r is  th is  
som ething th a t is  not known and w hich r a is e s  o th e r peop le 's  
cu r io s ity  too? Is th e re  a  p o ssib ility  th a t the idea  fo r  "N o is-



e s"  m ight not be the final novel th a t W illiam s had pro jec ted , 
but is  th e re  any evidence to su b stan tia te  e ith e r  view ? In 
re ad in g  the f i r s t  two ch a p te rs  one is  s tru c k  by the s im il ­
a r i t ie s  and overlap s  betw een the two w orks. T h e re  is  the 
m a tte r  of c h a ra c te rs :  Jonathan  D rayton  the a r t i s t  who, u n ­
w itting ly  o r not, m anages to  p o rtra y  m ore  than  the  su rface  
of th ings. In A ll Hallow s h is  g irlfrie n d  is  B etty , but in  
"N o ises"  he is  m a rr ie d  to M a rjo rie . (Now I m u st confess 
th a t i t 's  been  aw hile s ince  I re a d  A ll H allow s, and m y fe e l­
ings to  i t  a t  th a t tim e  w ere  am bivalen t. E m b a rra ss in g ly  
enough, I have fo rgo tten  what u ltim a te ly  happens w ith B etty .
Is i t  ind icated  o r  im p lied  th a t she w ill eventually  m a rry  
Jonathan  o r what? R ath er than  t r o t  off to th e  l ib ra ry  to  look 
th is  up. I ' l l  ju s t a s k !) Then th e re  is  M rs. L e c le rc , m en ­
tioned in  the f i r s t  ch ap ter of "N o ises" . W hat is  h e r  r e ­
lationsh ip  to  Sim on of A ll Hallow s ? J u s t  a s  a  s id e lin e , is  
th e re  any p a r tic u la r  re a so n  fo r  W illiam s ' choosing the nam e 
" L e c le rc "  fo r h is  p erso n if ic a tio n s  of ev il?  I m ake th a t w ord 
p lu ra l fro m  a sneaking susp ic ion  th a t W illiam s did not in ­
tend  fo r  h is  "M rs. L e c le rc "  of "N o ises"  to  be a  sw eet, in ­
nocent l i tt le  old lady. T h ere  is  the w a rtim e  o r  p o s t-w a r 
se ttin g  fo r  each  s to ry , a  house (the sam e h o u se? ) which 
fig u re s  s tro n g ly  a s  a  se ttin g  fo r  ev il in each , and the im ­
p o rtan c e  of Jo n ath an 's  paintings as  physica l em bodim ent 
and p ic to ria liza tio n  of w hat, I g u ess , can  be d e sc rib e d  as  
m etap h y sica l s ta te s  a s  m uch as  anything e lse . W ell, th a t 
is  not too co heren t, but perh ap s my m eaning  gets th rough.
The beginning of "N o ises"  a lso  see m s to  b rin g  in  the idea 
of p erso n s  liv ing  jux taposed  to  p e r s o n s /th in g s /in te ll ig e n c e ^ ) , 
non-ling in , both w o rld s . N eedless to  say , I am  e a g er to

know what w ill happen in  C h ap te r III, 
w hether i t  w ill continue to  .collow and r e ­
in fo rce  p a tte rn s  e s tab lish ed  in  A ll Hallow s 
Eve o r w hether i t  w ill unexpected ly  d ep a rt 
fro m  them .

We re cen tly  had the opportunity  to  
spend two w eeks in  England, w here  we 
re n te d  a c a r  and to ttled  around the c o u n try ­
s id e . It was the f i r s t  tim e e ith e r  Edy o r  
I w ere ab le to  see  m uch ou tside London, 
and the ex perience  w as quite in te re s tin g .
I was p re tty  w ell p reoccup ied  with the 
p u rsu it of m edieval England —■ people, 
p lac es , etc . connected w ith the  15th cen .
—  but we both m ade o b serv atio n s  w hich 
m ay be in te re s tin g  to  studen ts of T o lk ien - 
iana . (P robab ly  know a lre a d y  to  m any of 
y o u .) The ro llin g  h il ls  and w e ll-tilled  
fie lds  of ru r a l  England looked to  us as  if 
they 'd  com e s tra ig h t out of th e  S h ire .
A lso , although it i s n 't  w ise to m ake 
sw eeping g en e ra liza tio n s , we kept en ­
coun te ring  m uch th a t w as hobb itish  in  the 
people we m et. O ur landlady  in  Y ork, 
fo r  exam ple , gave u s  b re a k fa s ts  th a t w ere 
huge even by E nglish  s ta n d a rd s , and then 
in  the evening when we had re tu rn e d  fro m  
the d ay 's  ad v e n tu res  th e re  she w as with 
te a  and b isc u its  again . A side fro m  e s ­
tab lish ed  m eal t im e s  and tra d it io n a l  te a -  
t im e s , it  seem ed  th a t the s lig h te s t excuse 
w as re a so n  enough fo r  coffee o r  te a  and a 
snack . A nother th ing  is  the. tendency  to ­
w ard  an in s u la r  outlook w hich h as  been 
ta lked  about so  m uch th a t i t  h as  becom e 
a s tero ty p ic  p a r t  of the B r it is h  c h a ra c te r . 
Not ju s t of E n g lan d -th e -is lan d , but of 
England a s  e x p re sse d  by one's; p a r tic u la r  
com m unity o r reg io n . M abey the push to  
jo in  the Comm on M arket w ill change som e 
of th is , but a t  le a s t  fo r  the m om ent we 
found lo ts  of in s ta n ce s  of th e  o ld .attitude 
a live  and w ell. The idea of c iv ility  b e ­
tw een people is  n o rm al behav iour (and, 

co n v e rse ly , th a t ru d e n ess  is  not) a lso  see m s to  typify the 
a ttitu d es  of both E ng lish  and S hirefo lk . We re a lly  noticed  
th is  com ing fro m  New York! T he la s t  th ing  th a t com es to 
m ind ju s t now is  the deligh t in  genealogies w hich one can 
find in  England and am ong hobb its. W hile the av e rag e  m an 
in  the s t r e e t  m ay not c a re  too m uch about who h is  a n c e s to rs  
w e re , you ru n  into quite a  b it of a tten tio n  to  fam ily  tr e e s  
when you s t a r t  h ea rin g  about ( o r  re ad in g  a b o u t) anyone who 
is  som e kind of perso n ag e.

J im  A llan  O r illa , O n tario , C anada

I w as v e ry  glad to  a t la s t  re c e iv e  MYTHLCRE'S 7 and- 
8 today. They w ere  abso lu te ly  beau tifu l, both in  a r t  and 
a r tic le . K eith M asso n 's  d iscu ss io n  of Tom  B om badil was 
p a r tic u la r ly  good, one of th o se  im p re s s iv e  p iec es  of an a ly ­
s is  and ap p recia tio n  th a t leave a lm o s t nothing to  be sa id  by 
la te r  w r ite r s . I w ill add, how ever, m y guess a s  to  why Tom  
did not d es tro y  a ll the B arro w -w e ig h ts , o r put an end: o ther 
ev ils  such  a s  the old willow and the sen tien t t r e e s  of the 
Old F o re s t . I th ink the clue is  in  G andalf's  w ords, "M any 
that live d e se rv e  death . And som e th a t die d e se rv e  life .
Can you give it  to  th em ?  T hen do not be too ea g e r  to  deal 
out death  in  judgem ent. F o r  even th e  v e ry  w ise  cannot see  
a ll e n d s ."

Tom , like Gandalf, is  w ise enough to  know he has not 
the w isdom  to  ru le  and decide fo r  a l l  the c r e a tu r e s  of the 
land what is  b e s t. B est fo r  who? Should he, fo r exam ple,

PlL.ti



k ill a ll the foxes to  p ro tec t ra b b its?  As G oldberry  says , the 
assum ption  of ow nership of the land and its  c re a tu re s  to 
tend and ru le  them  ju stly  "would indeed be a burden", Tom 
ac ts  only against such dangers as "chance" to menace h im ­
self o r h is friends, and fo r the re s t,  lives and le ts  live.

C la ire  H ow ard 's a r tic le  said  quite a few things about 
C atharine R. S tim pson 's book tha t I ag ree  with. However I 
think that she m issed  the point of what was bothering  P ro fe s ­
so r  Stim pson, that is , the p resen ta tion  of invalid and fa lse 
concepts of p ro p e r human re la tio n s  as though they w ere 
valid, concepts such as the noble lineage, the divinely ap ­
pointed king, the se ttin g  of lim its  on what man was m eant to 
know and do, and the p roper p lace of women, and the low er 
c la sse s . Undoubtedly, a t le a st in my opinion, C atharine R. 
Stim pson would have been b e tte r to have w ritten  h e r  pam phlet 
as a study of the ideology of T o lk ien 's  w orks. By w riting  it 
as a l i te ra ry  critique  she wrongly com bines l i te ra ry  c r i t i ­
cism , and h e r own subjective re actio n s  to  T o lk ien 's  ideology.

A few re m a rk s  about Logres may be of in te re s t. In 
W elsh trad itio n , as  fa r as I know, L loegyr was the nam e 
used for England. It may indeed have been the ancien t name 
for southern  B ritain  before the Saxon invasion, and the la te r  
W elsh used it as such in the Mabinogion and E lsew here. In 
G eoffrey of Monmouth B rita in  is  divided, p re c ise ly  as was 
the B ritain  of his day, into England, Scotland, W ales, and 
Cornw all. But as he cannot use these m odern nam es fo r su p ­
posedly pre-Saxon kingdom s, he su b stitu tes  in stead  archaic  
anc C eltic nam es, ca lling  them  re sp ectiv e ly  L oegria, A lbania, 
C am bria, and Cornubia. His ea rly  B rita in  
also  re sem b les  the B rita in  of h is own day 
in that it  is  the King of L oegria who is  the 
m ost powerful king.

U sually  he^holds hegemony over the 
le s s e r  kings and dukes of A lbania, Vendotia 
(North C am bria), D im etia (South C am bria), 
and Cornubia. N ever does one of the kings 
of the o ther coun trie s ru le  over a King of 
L oegria. Thus A rth u r ap p e ars  predom in- 
atly  as a L oegrian  king. H owever h is b a t­
tle s  and the c itie s  in which he holds court 
a re  fo r the m ost p a rt located in the north  
and w est of B rita in , not in the so u th -ea st.
London is  not even m entioned. T his a- 
g re es  with the nam es asso c ia ted  with A r­
thu r in  both W elsh and ea rly  F ren c h  ta le s .
In W elsh legend h is ch ief c itie s  a r e  K elli 
Wig in Cornw all and C arlio n  on Usk in 
South W ales. In F rench  ta le s  they a re  
C arlion , C aran t (=Carwent), C ardue l(»C ar- 
lis le ), C am elot (=Cadbury C astle  in  Som er­
s e t? ) , and C arnarvon. In no W elsh ta le  is 
he ca lled  a ru le r  of L loegyr, o r asso c ia ted  
with it.

In e a rly  F ren ch  poem s concern ing  A r­
th u r h is country  is  usually  ca lled  B retagne, 
that is  B rita in , and is  often confused with 
B retagne in the w est of F ran c e , now called 
B ritta n y . Thus in C h restien  de T ro y e s '
E re c  et Enide, the ch ief c ity  of E re c 's  
fa th e r in C arnant (=Carvent in W ales) but 
his coronation  takes place in  Nantes in  B 
B rittany . Obviously C h retien  o r  h is  sou rce 
has identified  the two. S im ilarly  in  C h re ­
t ie n 's  Ywain one tra v e ls  overland  fro m  
C arduel in  G ales (= C arlisle  in  W ales !!) to 
the fo re s t  of B roceliande in  B rittany . And 
in la te  A rth u ria n  ta le s  Loonois (=Lothian),
T r is ta n 's  native land, was confused w ith 
the d is tr ic t  of Leon in  B rittany  adjoining 
the d is tr ic t  of C ornouaille. T he re s u lt  is  
the fic titious  land of L eonois, L iones, o r 
Lyones adjoining the in su la r  C ornw all

which n ineteenth  cen tu ry  an tiq u arie s  identified  w ith the legen­
dary  drow ned land of Lethowstow of C orn ish  folk ta le .

To preven t the confusion of B retagne the anc ien t nam e ' 
fo r the is lan d , and B retagne in F ra n c e , som e m in stre ls  
would have explained th a t A r th u r 's  B retagne w as the country 
nowknowned as  A n g le te rre , tha t is , England. T h is  id en ti­
fica tion  ap p e ars  in  the opening lin es  of C h re tie n 's  C lig es , 
in a d esc rip tio n  of A r th u r 's  host, C h re tien  d is tingu ishes  the 
men of B re tag n e, s t il l  equated w ith England alone, fro m  
those of W ales, Scotland, and C ornw all. (Vv. 1473rl490)

T hese two fa c to rs , the influence of G eoffrey, and the 
tendency to p ic tu re  A rth u r in  the m odel of the then  English 
kings re su lte d  in the in c re ase d  tendency of the A r th u r ia n  
rom ances to make A rth u r, w ell s t i l l  o v er lo rd  of a l l  B retagne 
li G rant, spec ifica lly  the King of L o eg ria . L o eg ria  was 
w ritten  in F ren c h  as L ogres .

C .S . Lew is is , a s  fa r  a s  I know, the f i r s t  to  u se .L o g res  
in o ther than  a  geographica l se n se . He p robably  chooses to  
do so because the m odern  re a d e r  would have com e a c ro s s  
the nam e only in connection with the A rth u ria n  legend, and 
th e re fo re  it has connotations of a  m ag ica l, uncanny, y e t bold 
and rom an tic England v e ry  d iffe ren t fro m  th a t of the p re sen t 
day, o r indeed fro m  any of re co rd e d  h is to ry . In W illiam s 
L ogres is  civ ilized  Roman B rita in  as  opposed to  the wild 
unciv ilized  re m a in d er of the is land . W illiam s ' concept of 
an A rth u ria n  o rd e r , of A r th u r 's  co u rt being the ce n tre  of a 
hum anizing, civ ilizing  m ovem ent, d e riv e s  fro m  T ennyson, 
who f i r s t  m akes a m o ra l and in te llec tu a l d iffe rence  betw een



A rth u r and the o ther island  kings. In the m edieval rom ances 
A rth u r is ,  in genera l, p ictu red  as incredib ly  r ich , incred ib ly  
generous, and p resid in g  over an  unbelievably noble court 
g raced  by the b est knights in the w orld; but a s  a perso n  he 
generally  ap p e ars  ra th e r  u npercep tive—even s tu p id -- , easily  
m isled , to tally  conventional, apethetic , and som etim es c ru e l. 
H is idea ls and m o rals  d iffe r not a whit from  those of the 
neighbouring kings and dukes.

Concerning the F ish er-K in g : he appears  in M alory as 
Pellam  the Maimed King, som etim es confused with his son 
o r b ro th e r King PelLas. In the e a r l ie r  v e rs io n s of the G rail 
quest the F ish er-K in g  is  much m ore im portan t and prom in­
ent. H is wound is som etim es explained as  accidental, but 
m ore often as  a re su lt of som e sin .

One of these e a r l ie r  v ers io n s may explain why i t  is  from  
his s is te r  in India that Ransom gains the title  of F ishe r-K ing . 
Most vers io n s which te ll anything of the G rail a f te r the quest 
is  achieved make P ercev al the la s t  of the G rail Kings, and 
rem oves the G rail fo rev er from  the world of men. One v e r ­
sion only te lls  a d ifferen t sto ry : the P arz iv a l of W olfram  
von Eschenbach. A ccording to W olfram , a f te r  P arz iva l 
( = P erceval) achieved the quest, healed the F isher-K ing , and 
succeeded to the position of G rail King, he and a ll the r e t ­
inue of the G rail moved from  th e ir  fo rm e r home to the new­
ly gained kingdom of F eirfiz , P a rz iv a l 's  h a lf-b ro th e r , in 
India. T h ere  a f te r P a rz iv a l 's  death, h is e ldest son K ardeiz 
ruled in  his place.

C hris topher J .  Ilen rich  Bronx, New Y ork.

Perhaps som eone can identify the following quotation fo r 
me (from  "The F unera l of a  G reat Myth", in  C .S . L ew is 's  
C hris tian  Reflections)

It has g re a t a llie s ;
Its  friends a re  propaganda, party  c r ie s ,
And bilge, and m an 's  in co rr ig ib le  m ind.

I would like to know m ore  of w hoever can w rite  v e r se  like 
that.

In th is essay , Lew is was able to consider a s e t  of b e­
liefs which he thorougly d isag reed  with, recognizing  th e ir  
a ttra c tiv e  fe a tu re s  while sta ting  the ca se  aga inst them . It 
m ight be valuable to analyse m yths, such  as (perhaps) ex ­
is te n tia lism , with which one profoundly d isag re es ; of course  
it  is  v e ry  d ifficult. But then, th is  is  what ex is ten tia lis ts  o r  
l i te ra r y  M arx ists m ust do to re a d  Tolkien; anyone who su c­
ceeds in understanding  a repugnat point of view wiU feel 
som e sym pathy fo r C atharine S tim pson, who apparently  
tr ie d  it  and fa iled . (See "The Vented Spleen. ")

andaith  and O rc r is t  m ixed if  you w ish. The offset is  a  b le s s ­
ing, a s  n e c e ssa ry  fo r M ythlore a s  a r t  w as fo r O rc r is t , both 
w ere in c re ase d  in  th e ir  effec tiveness fo r m e.

To re tu rn  a  b it to C h arle s  W illiam s, Galen P eo p les ' 
sum m ary  of W ar in  Heaven see m s to  suggest p a ra lle ls  b e ­
tw een it and That Hideous S trength , i .  e. St. A nne 's v s . B el- 
bury , F a rd le s  v s . London; P r e s te r  Jo h n 's  com ing down and 
the O yeresu  descending; the Company of L o g res  and tiie "m od­
e rn  c o n te rp a r t of the A r th u ria n  fe llow ship" e tc . Having nev­
e r  re ad  the novel, I could be way off b ase , but the re la t io n ­
ship tha t the two m en sh ared  could account fo r  any (if th e re  
is  in re a li ty  any) coincidence.

The tex tual quality  th a t you p re se n t is  excellen t. B ern ie  
Z u b e r 's  fe a tu re s  (the colum n and fanzine rev iew s) a r e  lively , 
your ed ito ria ls  a r e  in te re s tin g , the a r tic le s  a r e  in fo rm ative . 
Although I am  no W illiam s fan  (from  non-aquain tance not 
from  dislike) I enjoy Lew is and (of course) T olk ien , so  tha t 
th e re  is  alw ays som ething I re ce iv e  fro m  ev e ry  is s u e . T h ere  
is  only one thing th a t saddens m e. D ick P lo tz in  a  T olk ien  
Journa l which I re c a ll ,  ta lked  about the need fo r  a  ce n tra lize d  
m agazine fo r  T olkien fa c ts , in fo rm ation  and a r t ic le s .  H is 
hope w as, of co u rse , fo r T J  to  fit  th a t need . L am entably, 
it  seem s to have fa iled . T J  com e out i r re g u la r ly , and the 
past 3 is su e s  have been jo in t, not T SA accom plishm en ts as  
such but M ythlore- o r - O r c r is t - T J 's . I suppose th is  w as an  . 
a ttem pt to fu lfill tha t need fo r  ce n tra liza tio n . But now, ap ­
paren tly , n e ith e r M ythlore n o r O r c r is t  p lan to  do i t  again, 
so th a t T J  is  a ll alone. I 'm  afra id  i t  lias com e to  w hat Dick 
P lotz fe a re d . He m entioned the p o ssib ility  th a t one would 
have to buy Tolkien m agazines fro m  a ll-o v e r to  get the  whole 
p ic tu re . I h as  com e to th a t. C arandaith , O r c r is t , M ythlore, 
T J , N iekas, B est of Entm oot, U nicorn, L ocus, they a ll  vie 
fo r the Tolk ien  fans in te re s t. T ru e  m ost have m o re  than a 
s t r ic t  T olk ien  focus, but they a ll  conta in  m a te r ia l  w hich a 
T olkien lo v er va lues. T h is is  w hat saddens m e. M ythlore 
has becom e a v e ry  im p re ss iv e  m em b er of th e  group, ap p e ar­
ing m ore  re g u la rly , showing m uch in itia tiv e  both in  i t 's  ed­
iting  and content and in  the operation  of the Mythopoeic So­
cie ty . It m ay in the fu tu re  com e to  be the m ost im portan t 
T olkien re la te d  fanzine around. I w ish you m uch luck.

((Thank you fo r  your kind and encouraging  re m a rk s  about 
M ythlore. I whole h ea rted ly  a g ree  w ith you, and probably 
with R ichard  P lo tz , th a t i t  would be v e ry  n ice if th e re  could 
be one c e n tra l Tolk ien  p e rio d ic a l th a t would conta in  a l l  tha t 
th e re  would be w ritten  about h im  and h is  w o rk s. T h ere  is  
only one p e rso n  who could ; be the ed ito r of th is  period ica l: 
P ro fe s so r  Tolkien h im se lf. No one e lse  can p re su m e to  be 
the ed ito r of the definitive T olk ien  m agazine. T h ere  is  too 
much m a te r ia l to be put into one p e rio d ic a l, u n less  i t  had 
many, m any pages, and cam e out monthly; and th e re  is  a  
suffic ien t d iv e rs ity  of viewpoint to  p rev en t monopoly. How-

Ed F itz g era ld  Irvington, New Y ork.

I think tha t M ythlore is  excellen t. Z uber, B a r r ,  B e rg ­
s tro m  and K irk m ake a s tro n g  b ase  w hich'you build on won­
derfu lly . I 've  grow n v ery  ja m ilia r  with th e ir  s ty le s  through 
M ythlore and O rc r is t  3 and o th er z in es, but they a ll com e up 
with suprises- now and then.

I have never re a lly  gotten involved with C h arle s  W illiam s, 
although I did a ttem pt Many D im ensions e a r l ie r  th is  y e a r .
(I n ev e r got through it-o u ts id e  ca u ses  I th in k .) The W illiam s 
chap ter in te re s te d  me though, and I m ay t ry  h im  again soon. 
The Society see m s v e ry  big on h im , so  I suppose I 'l l  have to .

Having received  so m any is su e s  to g eth er allow s m e to 
follow along w ith the z ines  p ro g re s s , to  grow w ith i t  so  to  
speak. I do not think tha t offset destroyed  the flav o r o r the 
fannishness of the m agazine. It sim ply  m akes i t  e a s ie r  to 
follow and m ore  com pact. Indeed, th e re  a r e  advantages in  
m im eo. F o r in s tance , I c a n 't p ic tu re  C arandaith  o r N iekas 
as offset, th e y 're  too in fo rm al fo r  th a t. But M ythlore seem s 
to m e a balanced blend of the fannish  and the sch o larly , C a r-

30



I

ev e r I would like M ythlore to  be recog in ized  a t  the leading 
T olkien perio d ica l ava ilab le , and inv ite  the re a d e rs  to  help 
it  becom e so by providing a r tic le s , le t te r s ,  and urg ing  th e ir  
fr ien d s to  su b sc rib e  a s  w ell. — E ditor))

B esides th is  d is tin c tiv e  and p e e rle s s  p e rio d ic a l w hich you 
a r e  now read ing , The M ythopoeic Society publishes o ther 
read ab le s , and you a re  invited to  a c q u ire  them .

M YTHPRINT
J im  C arle ton , La M irada-W hittier B ranch .

I thought T im  K irk 's  Map of N arn ia to be quite good, 
as  fa r  as  it  goes. He unfortunately  leaves  out many place 
n am es, fo r exam ple: Chippingford, The Shudderin Wood, 
G lassw ater C reek , T u m nus 's  House, etc .

Speaking of N arn ia, I am  a L ew is-fre ak  and have many 
of h is  w orks. 1 am  r e -  r e -  r e - . . .  re -re a d in g  The N arnian 
C hron icles and as  y e t cannot re m e m b er anyw here w here it 
is  fla tly  s ta ted  that N arnia is  a  fla t w orld, and y et everyone 
c la im s  it i s ! All the d iffe ren t re a so n s  fo r it  being fla t a re  
not conclusive and a ll the ca se s  ag a in st it  being fla t a re  too 
heavy to  ignore . If you take the ca se  of the sun getting b igger 
as  the Dawn T re a d e r  n ea rs  A s la n 's  country , th is  is  one of 
the b es t re aso n s fo r a fla t w orld, but not v ery  convincing. 
T ru e , on a sp h ere , no m a tte r how la rg e , a s  you tra v e l to ­
w ards the sun it w ill never get la rg e r .  Even so , fo r the sun 
to get l a rg e r  a t a ll, as  s ta ted  in th a t book, the w orld m ust 
be m any m illions of m ille s  a c ro s s .  And if it  is  tha t close  
and la rg e , it  would be much too hot to  support life . Not even 
A slan  would be ab le to stand  tha t h ea t, I fee l. Secondly, a 
planet with re g u la r  day and night m ust e ith e r  ro ta te  on its  
ax is , o r  m ust Ije s ta tio n ary  and have the sun revo lve around 
it. The la t te r  is  im p o ssib le , fro m  two points of view. F ir s t ,  
the planet would have to be ex trem ely  m assiv e  to  be ab le to 
swing a sun around it .  T h is is  im p o ssib le , as  th e re  could 
be no life  a s  we know it on tha t planet; a ll t e r r e s t r i a l  life 
would be c ru sh ed . A lso , a fla t w orld would n ev e r be able 
to  su s ta in  the g rav ita tiona l a ttra c tio n  tha t would be n e c e s sa ry  
to  keep the sun fro m  pulling the p lanet into it , s in ce  m ost suns 
a r e  quite pow erful. As a  fu r th e r  point, s ince  the g rav ity  on a 
fla t w orld would be so low because th e re  is  no c e n te r  of g ra v ­
ity , I would find it  h ard  to  believe  th a t it  keep a  la rg e  enough 
a tm o sp h ere  around i t  to  su s ta in  life . In sh o rt, a  fla t w orld 
w orld would have v e ry  m any p rob lem s in even keeping i t ­
s e lf  in  o rb it around a sun, le t alone keeping a  sun revolv ing  
around it .  (F o r fu r th e r  helps and exp lanations, se e  the 
w ritin g s  of G alileo , Newton, C opern icus, F re d  H oyle, and 
T he U n iverse  by Isa ac  A sim ov). In addition, the ex istence  
of B ism  show s th a t th e re  is  not ju s t  a  su rface  la y e r  but s e v ­
e r a l  o th e rs  below it. Now you could say  th a t N arn ia is  a 
cube, but th a t is  ju s t  a s  bad as  a  plane.
((I think you a r e  s e r io u s ly  m iss in g  the point h ere ,, Lew is 
had followed m uch of M edieval C osm ology in the m aking of 
N arn ia . Read The D isca rd ed  Im age by h im , and then  see  
th a t th e re  is n 't  e sp e c ia lly  n o n -sc ie n tif ic  in  th is  fan tasy  
w orld . To my knowledge Lew is d o e sn 't have to  say  "N arnia 
is  fla t"  n o r does he need to: he does have R eepicheep  say  
th a t he im agined the w orld  like  a  g re a t  round tab le , w hich 
se e m s to  be d em o stra te d  la te r  in  the  book. C asp ian  is  s u r ­
p ris e d  to  find out th a t the P ev en sies  com e fro m  a round 
w orld , and by doing so  he s tro n g ly  im p lies  N arn ia  is  not 
round. (See Ch_ XV of Dawn T re a d e r ) If its  
not round, what shape is  i t?  My sk etch  sug­
g ests  my idea , th a t i t  is  a  shallow  cone, which-5' 
allow s fo r  the re a lm  of B ism  below , and allow s 
the sun to  p ass  u nderneath  a t  night, to  follow the 
u n iv e rsa l p rim itiv e  concept of w hat happened each  n ig h t .))
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T his  is  the m onthly b u lletin  of the Society, and if you a r e  
in te re s te d  in the th re e  a u th o rs  a n d /o r  th e ir  gen re of l i te r ­
a tu re , then you should by a ll m eans be on i ts  m ailing  l is t .
Its  s ix teen  pages fe a tu re  m eeting  info rm ation  fo r the S ociety 's  
b ranches and sp ec ia l in te re s t  g roups, a r tw o rk , b ran ch  d is ­
cussion  re p o r ts , Society new s, hum orous m a te r ia l, and a 
le t te r  colum n. A sso cia te  m em b ers  re c e iv e  12 is su e s  fo r 
$2, payable to the Society T re a s u re r .

MYTHRIL
T his  is  the product of the Inklings II W r ite r 's  W orkshop. It 
fe a tu re s  o rig in al fiction  and p o etry , plu3 i l lu s tra tiv e  a r t  work. 
T he second issu e  is  now out. Single is su e s  a r e  75£, and 
su b scrip tio n s  a r e  four is su e s  fo r  $2 .2 5 . The group effort 
in producing the publication  is  ad m ira b le , and the quality  of 
the m a te r ia l s u rp a s se s  expectations.

PARMA ELDALAMBERON
T his  m eans "The Book of the E lven Tongues" and is  the 
Jo u rn a l of the Mythopoeic L ingu is tic  F ellow ship. It is  in ­
te re s te d  in  im ag inary  fan tasy  languages and a ll m a tte rs  
lingu istic  and philo logical, e sp e c ia lly  the d iv e rs  tongues of 
M idd le -earth  and the Low W orlds. Single is su e s  a r e  50£. 
T h ere  a r e  no su b sc rip tio n s . C opies can be o rd e red  fro m  
Paula M arm or, 8339 P ie rc e  D rive , Buena P ark , Ca,, 90620, 
o r  fro m  the Society.

NARNIA CO N  
PROCEEDINGS

T his is  the product of the C onference on N arnia held on the 
an n iv e rsa ry  of L ew is ' b ir th  in  1969. It conta ins nine p apers  
on N arn ia, plus poetry  and a  b ib liography. Copies a r e  $1.

M YTHCON l&l l  
PROCEEDINGS

MYTHCON I PROCEEDINGS is  the p roduct of the 1970 T o l­
k ien C onference III/M ythcon I. It conta ins 17 lengthy p ap e rs  
on the th re e  au tho rs and o th e r w r ite r s  of fan tasy , plus a  con 
re p o rt , which add up to  60 pages. C opies a r e  $2. 50. 
MYTHCON II PROCEEDINGS is  the produc t of the 1971 
Mythcon II. It  conta ins nine lengthy p ap e rs  on mythopoeic 
l i te ra tu r e ,  p lus re p o rts  on se v e ra l  of the panels and events, 
and a  B e rg s tro m  cover. Copies a r e  $1. 50.

A ll th ese  re ad ab le s  can; be had by w ritin g  to  the following:

« ® o x 2 4 1 § 0 »
Los Angeles, California 90024
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