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FAMILIES m m m m m m m m m m m mmrn  «
committed to  a work c l

1910 wedding photograph of Roy and Mollie Adams.

M em ories are an im portan t part 
of everyone’s life, hut apparen tly  
the m ost vivid and special m em ­
ories my g randm other has are of 
her father, my great-g randfa ther, 
Roy Edw ard Adam s. All my life, 
I’ve heard, from different m em bers 
of my family, quotations from Roy 
on his philosophy and even ts  he 
has told from his life. I guess now 
to me he se e m s  like  th e  m o st 
p e rfe c t, w o n d e rfu l, h o n e s t, and  
extrem ely  respected  man that has 
ever lived. Roy, a t the age of 81, 
fina lly  d e c id e d  to s it dow n and 
begin to put the events of his life 
down on paper. The sum m er after 
I g raduated  from high school, my

mother and grandm other su g g est­
ed that I read Roy’s book. A p­
p a ren tly , b e fo r e , I had s e v e r a l  
u n a n sw e r e d  q u e s t io n s  flo a tin g  
around about his life, my ancestors, 
and my grandm other’s life. After 
reading Roy’s life story, I realized  
w hat a tru ly  w o n d erfu l p erso n  
Roy w as just by being an honest, 
hard-working com m on man.

It’s very evident in his au to­
b io g ra p h y  th at R o y ’s m ost im ­
portant p ossession  w as his family 
— from the very beginning of his 
life in W estern  Oklahoma, w hen  
he, at the age of tw elve, m oved his 
w id o w ed  m o th er  2 4 0  m ile s  to  
their new hom e 3 V2 m iles north­

w est of present W alters, Okla­
homa. All h is life he took care of 
h is  y o u n g e s t  s is t e r ,  M yrtle , and j
his m other until he had his own  
fa m ily . T ro u b le  and h ard sh ip  
seem ed  to follow  our fm ailv, but 
Roy gave the m uch-needed  em o­
tional and financial support. Roy 
also  loved everyon e e lse  and was 
the first to offer a stranger support.
It’s evident in his philosphy: “Char­
ity  b eg in s  at h om e. T he m ost 
n eed ed  of all th ings is peace on 
earth and good w ill tow ard men.
Live for those who love you and 
the good that you can do. It m atters 
not how poor you are; give every ! 
man your good w ill.” i
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His ideas w ere good, but he also 
showed in m any w ays all the tim e 
how m uch fun he had  w ith  h is 
family. I can rem em ber my uncle, 
Johnny  F r ie ls , te llin g  m e a b o u t 
the tim e Roy played a trick  on him 
and Butch, his cousin. Both boys 
were alw ays looking for lost tre a s ­
ure out on Cache Creek near Roy’s 
farm. One tim e Roy fixed up an old 
arm y sh e ll, c o lo re d  som e san d  
gold, p u t in som e In d ia n  b e a d s , 
som e c o n fe d e ra te  and  M exican  
money, two or th ree Indian a rro w ­
h e a d s , w ro te  D avy C ro c k e tt’s 
name on a little rock, and used  a 
welding torch to seal it. Roy then  

i hid th e  “ t r e a s u r e ” a t th e  c re e k  
and took the boys to guide them  
un til th ey  found it. Jo h n n y  still 
says to th is day that it’s one of his 
favorite m em ories of Roy.

Roy a lso  had  som e b e a u tifu l 
ideas about Christ. The one that 
seem s to give the m ost to people is 
this one: “If you find a little greener 

; p a s tu re , s h a re  it w ith  th e  m an 
coming after you. Ju s t rem em ber 
that Christ blazed a trail all the 
w ay through life, leaving a candle 
in e v e ry  d a rk e n e d  p lac e . Go 
straight ahead until you find His 
trail. It will be much easie r from

|
i

th ere  on to the end. Keep in mind 
th e re ’s no place like hom e and at 
the end of your trail, you w'ill find 
an e te r n a l  hom e n o t m ade  w ith  
hands.”

B esides being a family m an all 
h is life, Roy w as the  a ll- tim e  
"W hea t” Adam s. Farm ing w as his 
life. He never knew  anything but 
h a rd  w ork . H is p a re n ts  b e fo re  
him  k n ew  n o th in g  b u t fa rm in g  
and hard  work, and all the o ther 
m em bers of the family w ere farm ­
e rs  at least one tim e in their lives; 
but in tim es of need, they alw ays 
cam e to “ W heat” Adam s for fi­
nancial help and some experience- 
filled advice.

“ W h e a t” A dam s, th e n , w as in 
a d d it io n  to  b e ing  a fa rm e r  and  
family m an, a common m an who 
wanted only happiness and comfort 
for h is e n tire  fam ily  th ro u g h o u t 
their lives. His a ttitu d es  tow ard 
both W orld W ars w eren 't of much 
consequence in his life except for 
th e  ch a n g e  in w h ea t p r ic e s . He 
rem em bered  everything that h ap ­
pened in history and how it affected 
him . He sa id  n o th in g  ab o u t the  
Great D epression except that far­
m e rs  w ere  lucky  b e c a u se  th ey  
could provide their own food from

a sm a ll g a rd e n , a few c h ic k e n s , 
and a calf or two.

Roy E d w ard  “ W h e a t” A dam s 
lived a happy, full life from M arch 
2, 1889 to May 4, 1971. He had no 
more than  a six th-grade education 
and lived his en tire  life from the 
age of tw elve in and around W al­
ters. By w orking hard and keeping 
h is  fam ily  a ro u n d  h im , he led  a 
happy, p rosperous life and did the 
one im portant thing for his children
by lea v in g  h is re m a in in g  fam ily  
w ith  all he had  an d  by m ak in g  
th e ir  liv e s  as  e a sy  as  he cou ld  
while he w as alive. A s ta tem en t 
by Roy’s father, W atson Alexander 
A dam s, is a p p ro p r ia te  b e c a u se  
i t ’s one of th e  p h ilo s o p h ie s  th a t  
Roy lived by: “ The Bible tells us 
‘Six days thou shalt labor and do 
all th y  w ork , th e  s e v e n th  thou  
s h a lt  r e s t . ’ T he com m and  is to  
labor six days as well as to rest 
one. It is just as great a sin not to 
w ork the six days as it is not to 
rest the sev en th .” w
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