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A cceptance
for Donall

by Steven Pelcman

H is frail b o d y  rises an d  sau nters  

to  th e  so u n d s  o f  Irish w in d  

o v er  th e  b o g  stu m b lin g  at 4A M  

w ith o u t a care  in th e  dark

to  th e  b ath room  

w ith  a thankful lin ger in g  sigh  

an d  w h isk e y -m u m b lin g  lips 

still c lin g in g  to  th e  last round.

H e c lea rs his throat 

as if reh earsin g  for a final so n g  

an d  returns to  th e  dark  

h a llw ay  an d  th e  sta le  sm ell

o f  h is p ip e  that g u id e s  h im  

to  th e  right room , 

to  w h e r e  h is w ife  h ad  b e lo n g e d ,  

to  w h e r e  her o u tlin e  rem ains,

b u t it is th e  u n e x p e c te d  prayers 

afterw ards that b reach  

th e  jo in t b ed ro o m  w a ll 

and tak e ev e n  th e  d arkness

by surprise, an d  yet

h o w  a lik e  th e y  are,

still, a lo n e , god ly , p a tien t

for th e  first s in g le  thread  o f  light.
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