View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by X{'CORE

provided by SWOSU Digital Commons (Southwestern Oklahoma State University)

A JOURNAL OF WESTERN OKLAHOMA

W ESTVI

Volume 25

Articl
Issue 1 Spring/Summer ticle 33

6-15-2006

Black Dirt Girls

Sandy Longhorn

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/westview
b Part of the Fiction Commons, Nonfiction Commons, Photography Commons, and the Poetry

Commons

Recommended Citation

Longhorn, Sandy (2006) "Black Dirt Girls," Westview: Vol. 25 : Iss. 1, Article 33.
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol25/iss1/33

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at

SWOSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Westview
by an authorized administrator of SWOSU Digital Commons. For more
information, please contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu.
™


https://core.ac.uk/display/236228586?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol25?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol25/iss1?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol25/iss1/33?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1151?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1152?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1142?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol25/iss1/33?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu
https://www.swosu.edu/?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://www.swosu.edu/?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol25%2Fiss1%2F33&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

Black Dirt Girls

by Sandy Longhorn

Nights we sat on the porch steps and peered out
into the moss-colored twilight. The tall grasses,
bent by heads bursting with grain, were lit

by lightning bugs tilting like drunks.

We kept our voices low, masked by the hum

of mosquito swarms and the staccato slap

of palms on skin where bites festered to hills.

In the window behind us a fan sliced the air’s
invisible body and chopped at the dense silence —
he in the den, she leaning over the kitchen sink.
Two miles across the cornfields, truck traffic rattled
over Highway 63, the now-and-then echo

of brakes bringing our eyes up as if we could see
that far into the darkness or the future.
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