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Silent C om m and? F ro d o  
a n d  G o llu m  a t th e  C ra c k s  o f D o o m

Robert A . H a ll Jr.

The c l i m a c t i c  sc e n e  o f  The Lord o f  th e  
R in g s , th e  s t r u g g l e  b e tw een  F rodo  and G ollum  
w hich r e s u l t s  in  th e  l a t t e r ' s  f a l l i n g  w ith  
th e  R ing i n t o  th e  C ra c k s  o f  Doom, i s  p r e s e n t ­
ed from  S am 's p o in t  o f  v ie w . The o n ly  v e r b a l  
co m m u n ica tio n  t h a t  he h e a r s ,  once  he h as  
fo l lo w e d  h i s  m a s te r  i n t o  th e  c a v e rn  le a d in g  
to  th e  Sammath N aur, i s  F r o d o 's  p ro c la m a tio n  
o f  h i s  c la im  to  th e  R in g . A f te r  G ollum  h as 
knocked  Sam o u t in  h i s  ru s h  to  a t t a c k  F rodo 
and s e i z e  th e  " P r e c i o u s s , "  a l l  t h a t  Sam 
h e a r s ,  on r e c o v e r in g  from  h i s  m om entary 
b la c k o u t  i s  G o llu m 's  h i s s i n g .  So f a r  a s  Sam 
(a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  r e a d e r )  can  c o n c lu d e  on 
th e  b a s i s  o f  sp o k en  w o rd s , G o llu m 's  b i t i n g  
o f f  F r o d o 's  f i n g e r  w ith  th e  R ing on i t  i s  a 
r e s u l t  o f h i s  own v o l i t i o n ,  and h i s  f a l l i n g  
i n t o  th e  p i t  o f  Mount Doom i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
f o r t u i t o u s .  On th e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a ­
t i o n ,  many c o m m en ta to rs  have c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  
th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  R in g , d e s p i t e  F r o d o 's  
y i e l d i n g  to  i t s  power a t  th e  v e ry  end o f  h i s  
Q u e s t ,  i t  due t o  a b e n e v o le n t  F a t e ,  a c t i n g  
th ro u g h  c h a n c e , and b ased  upon F r o d o 's  m e rc i­
f u l  a c t i o n s  on p re v io u s  o c c a s io n s .

Y et im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  G o llu m 's  f a l l ,  
F rodo  s a y s  to  Sam: "B ut do you rem em ber 
G a n d a l f 's  w o rd s: Even G ollum  may have som e­
th in g  y e t  to  d o ? Bu t  f o r  h im , Sam, I c o u ld  
h o t have  d e s t r o y e d  th e  R in g ."  ( I ,  227) The 
c l e a r  im p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e n te n c e  i s  t h a t  i t  
was F rodo  h im s e l f  who d e s t r o y e d  th e  R in g , a s

*A11 volum e and page r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  to  
th e  B a l l a n t i n e  p a p e r -b a c k  e d i t i o n .

a r e s u l t  o f G o llu m 's  in v o lv e m e n t. T h is  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e  i f  we assum e t h a t ,  
d e s p i t e  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  s p e e c h , F rodo is s u e d  
G ollum  a s i l e n t  command, a t  some p o in t  d u r in g  
t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  on th e  b r in k  o f  th e  p i t ,  to  
h u r l  h im s e lf  and th e  Ring i n t o  th e  f i r e .

T h is  a s s u m p tio n  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  j u s t i f i e d  
in  th e  l i g h t  o f  s e v e r a l  p a s s a g e s  a t  e a r l i e r  
p o in t s  in  th e ' s t o r y ,  F ro d o , when sp e a k in g  
s e v e r e ly  to  G ollum , s a y s  ( I I ,  314) " In  th e  
l a s t  n e e d , S m eag o l, I sh o u ld  p u t on th e  
P r e c io u s ;  and th e  P r e c io u s  m a s te re d  you lo n g  
a g o . I f  I  w e a r in g  i t ,  w ere to  command you , 
you would o b ey , even  i f  i t  w ere to  le a p  from  
a p r e c ip i c e  o r  to  c a s t  y o u r s e l f  i n t o  th e  
f i r e . "  The l a s t  w ords w hich Frodo sp e a k s  to  
G ollum  tu r n  t h i s  p ro p h ecy  i n t o  a s p e c i f i c  
t h r e a t :  " I f  you to u c h  me e v e r  a g a in ,  you 
s h a l l  be c a s t  y o u r s e l f  i n t o  th e  F i r e  o f 
Doom." N ote th e  p a s s iv e  h e r e :  some o th e r  
ag en cy  th a n  G ollum  h im s e lf  w i l l  c a s t  him i n .

But do es " b e in g  c a s t "  n e c e s s a r i l y  im ply  
th e  u se  o f so m e o n e 's  p h y s ic a l  f o r c e ,  o r  can  
i t  ' mean s im p ly  "c a u s e d  to  f a l l " ?  I f  th e  
l a t t e r ,  w i l l  i t  be c a u se d  by an a b s t r a c t  
F a t e ,  o r  w i l l  i t  happen  a s  a s  r e s u l t  o f  
F r o d o 's  own w i l l ,  a s  F rodo had f o r e c a s t  
e a r l i e r ?  For th e  l a t t e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a l l  
we need assum e i s  t h a t  a t  some p o in t  in  t h e i r  
s t r u g g l e — even  p e r h a p s ,  a t  th e  v e ry  e n d , when 
G ollum  has a l r e a d y  begun to  b i t e  th ro u g h  
F r o d o 's  r in g  f i n g e r ,  b u t w h ile  i t  i s  s t i l l  
p a r t  o f F rodo h im s e l f — t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  does 
j u s t  a s  he had f o r e t o l d  he would d o , and
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commands G ollum  to  h u r l  h im s e lf  i n t o  th e  
f i r e ,  o f  c o u rs e  ta k in g  h i s  " P r e c io u s s "  -w ith ' 
h im . G ollum  h a s ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  been e x ­
p e c t in g  h i s  end to  come v e ry  soon  ( I I I ,  2 7 3 ) , 
s a y in g  t h a t  he w ould d ie  i n t o  th e  " d u s t . "

S i l e n t  commands, e s p e c i a l l y  (b u t  n o t 
e x c l u s i v e l y )  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  R in g , a r e  
a t t e s t e d  a t  s e v e r a l  p o in t s  in  The Lord o f  th e  
R in g s . The f i r s t  i s  in  th e  e n c o u n te r  betw een  
F rodo  and th e  R in g -w ra i th s  a t  th e  Ford  o f 
B ru in e n . T h e re ,  he f e e l s  t h e i r  command to  
g iv e  h im s e lf  and th e  R ing to  them  ( I ,  2 9 5 ) :  
" In  any c a s e ,  he f e l t  t h a t  he was commanded 
u r g e n t ly  to  h a l t . "  A f te r  he h as  r e p l i e d  
a lo u d ,  and a g a in  a f t e r  he h as  in v o k e d  th e  
names o f E lb e r e th  and L u th ie n ,  th e y  c a l l  
"w ith  d e a d ly  v o ic e s "  ( I ,  2 8 6 ); b u t a t  th e  
t h r e a t  o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r ,  who r a i s e s  h i s  sw ord , 
F rodo  i s  s t r i c k e n  dumb.

A f te r  B orom ir h as  a t te m p te d  to  ta k e  th e  
R ing from  F ro d o , th e  l a t t e r  p u ts  i t  on f o r  
h im s e l f ,  and s u d d e n ly  s e n s e s  S a u r o n 's  " f i e r c e  
e a g e r  w i l l "  ( I ,  5 1 9 ) , c l e a r l y  o r d e r in g  F rodo 
to  b r in g  th e  R ing to  him . For th e  r e a d e r ,  
th e  l i n g u i s t i c  s i t u a t i o n  i s  l e f t  u n c l e a r .  We 
a r e  n o t t o ld  w h e th e r S a u r o n 's  w i l l  i s  ex ­
p re s s e d  in  w ords o r  n o t .  F rodo h im s e l f  does 
n o t know w h e th e r  he has c a l l e d  o u t in  r e p ly  
"N e v e r , n e v e r ! "  o r  " V e r i ly ,  I  com e, I  come to  
y o u ! " .  A n o th e r th o u g h t ,  from  a n o th e r  " p o in t  
o f  p o w e r,"  comes to  h i s  m ind , t e l l i n g  him 
"Ta'ke i t  o f f !  Take i t  o f f !  F o o l ,  ta k e  i t  
o f f !  Take o f f  th e  R in g ! " .  Then F rodo  b e ­
comes aw are o f h im s e lf  a n d , a s  F ro d o , " n e i ­
t h e r  th e  V oice n o r th e  E y e ,"  he m akes up h i s  
mind th ro u g h  an e x e r c i s e  o f  p u r e ly  f r e e  w i l l ,  
a l th o u g h  he s t i l l  has th e  R ing on h i s  f i n g e r .

T h is  and o th e r  e p is o d e s  f u r n i s h  s u p p o r t  
f o r  th e  h y p o th e s i s  t h a t  T o lk ie n  p r e s e n t s  h i s  
r e a d e r s  w ith  s i t u a t i o n s  in  w hich th e  la n g u a g e  
used  in  commands and r e s p o n s e s  i s  e i t h e r  
e n t i r e l y  u n h e a rd  o r c o n fu s e d ;  and t h a t  F rodo 
i s  s t i l l  a b le  to  e x e r t  h i s  f r e e  w i l l  even 
w h ile  w e a rin g  th e  R in g . A n t i c ip a t in g  e v e n ts  
som ew hat, we may p o in t  o u t t h a t  we need n o t 
v iew  Frodo  a s  im m e d ia te ly  and w h o lly  e n s la v e d  
by th e  Ring when he p u ts  i t  on a t  th e  C rack s 
o f Doom. He i s  f a r  from  b e in g  in  G o llu m 's  
c o n d i t i o n ,  o f  b e in g  e n t i r e l y  p o s s e s s e d  by th e  
power o f  th e  R in g .

S au ron  th ro u g h  o u t e n f o r c e s  h i s  w i l l  on 
h i s  h o rd e s  th ro u g h  a s i l e n t  e x e r c i s e  o f 
pow er. When h i s  a t t e n t i o n  i s  f i n a l l y  drawn 
to  th e  t r u e  s i t u a t i o n  by F r o d o 's  p u t t in g ,  on 
th e  R ing and c la im in g  i t  f o r  h i s  own, 
S a u r o n 's  w i l l  f a l t e r ' s  and h i s  a r m ie s ,  who 
have a l r e a d y  begun to  a t t a c k  A r a g o r n 's  a t  th e  
B lack  G a te , s i l e n t l y  f e e l  i t s  w eak en in g  and 
a r e  in  c o n se q u e n c e  d i s o r i e n t e d :  " . . . t h r o u g h  
o u t h i s  re a lm  a tre m o r  r a n ,  h i s  s l a v e s  
q u a i l e d ,  and h i s  a rm ie s  h a l t e d ,  and h i s  c a p ­
t a i n s  su d d e n ly  s t e e r l e s s ,  b e r e f t  o f  w i l l ,  
w avered  and d e s p a i r e d "  ( I I I ,  275 ; c f .  a l s o  
2 7 8 -2 7 9 ) .

T h e re  e n s u e s  a s i l e n t  s t r u g g l e  o f  . w i l l s  
be tw een  F rodo  and S a u ro n , who h a s  f o r g o t t e n  
h i s  a r m ie s ,  and " th e  w hole mind and p u rp o se  
o f  th e  Power t h a t  w ie ld e d  them was now b e n t 
w ith  o verw helm ing  f o r c e  upon th e  M oun ta in"

( I I I ,  2 7 4 ) .  The N azgu l h u r t l e  t h i t h e r  a t  h i s  
( a g a i n , ,  s i l e n t )  command. As f o r  G o llum , we 
a r e  n o t  t o l d  w h e th e r  he a c t s  on S a u r o n 's  
unspoken  command o r  n o t  when he s t r u g g l e s  
w ith  F rodo  arid w r e s t s  th e  R ing from  h im . One 
i s  i n c l i n e d  to  w onder w htether su ch  a command 
on S a u r o n 's  p a r t  would be n e c e s s a r y .  Even 
b e fo re  F rodo p u ts  on th e  R ing f o r  th e  l a s t  
t im e ,  G ollum  h as  been  s n e a k in g  up in  b ack  o f 
th e  two h o b b i t s ,  in  s p i t e  o f  S am 's  t h r e a t s  
( I I I ,  2 7 3 -2 7 4 ) . S in c e  G o llu m 's  w hole b e in g  
i s  a l r e a d y  th o ro u g h ly  and e x c l u s i v e l y  p e r ­
m eated  by h i s  a l l - c o n s u m in g  d e s i r e  f o r  th e  
R in g , F rodo i s  n o t  i n v i s i b l e  to  h im ; and he 
le a v e s  Frodo no tim e  to  e x e r t  any power 
th ro u g h  h av in g  p u t i t  n .  Nor do es G ollum  p u t 
i t  on h im s e lf  to  e x e r t  any pow er, b u t s im p ly  
h o ld s  i t  a l o f t  " w ith  a f i n g e r  s t i l l  t h r u s t  
w i th in  i t s  c i r c l e "  ( I I I ,  275) to  g l o a t  o v e r 
i t .  G o llu m 's  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  b e s t  e x p la in e d ,  
I  b e l i e v e ,  a s  in d e p e n d e n t o f  S au ro n  and b e ­
g in n in g  even b e f o r e  th e  l a t t e r  h a s  become 
aw are o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n .

F r o d o 's  c la im in g  o f  th e  R ing f o r  h i s  own 
i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  denouem ent o f  th e  s t o r y ,  
in  two r e s p e c t s :  d i s t r a c t i o n  and d e s t r u c ­
t i o n .  I t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  T o lk ie n  to  have 
S a u r o n 's  a t t e n t i o n  drawn away from  h i s  a r ­
m ie s , who have a l r e a d y  begun t h e i r  a t t a c k .  
Had t h i s  n o t h a p p e n e d , A r a g o r n 's  f o r c e s  would 
have b e e n , i f  n o t d e f e a t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  d e c i ­
m a ted . F u r th e rm o re , n o t o n ly  S a u ro n , b u t 
G ollum  m ust be d e s t r o y e d  to g e th e r  w ith  h i s  
" P r e c io u s s . "  T h is  c o u ld  h a r d ly  be accom ­
p l i s h e d  by any o th e r  means th a n  h i s  f a l l i n g  
i n t o  th e  f i r e ,  s in c e  c e r t a i n l y  n e i t h e r  Frodo 
n o r Sam co u ld  be p r e s e n te d  a s  d e s t r o y in g  him 
a t  t h i s  p o in t .

I f  my s u g g e s t io n  i s  v a l i d ,  th e  end o f 
b o th  th e  R ing and G ollum  i s  in d e e d  th e  r e s u l t  
o f  F r o d o 's  b e t t e r  s e l f  h a v in g  w i l l e d  i t ,  
d e s p i t e  h i s  y i e ld in g  (m o m e n ta r i ly , a s  i t  
t u r n s  o u t)  to  th e  R in g 's  power a t  th e  edge o f 
th e  chasm . I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  
j u s t i f i e d  a ls o  from  th e  p s y c h o -s y m b o lic  p o in t  
o f  v iew . As many co m m en ta to rs  have o b s e rv e d , 
Gollum  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  d a rk  s id e  o f  F r o d o 's  
c h a r a c t e r .  The r e l a t i o n  betw een  th e  two i s  
s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  be tw een  th e  m ajo r a n t a g o n i s t s  
in  W ag n e r 's  R ing d es  N ib e lu n g e n . A lb e r ic h  
th e  dw arf i s  S c h w a rz -A lb e r ic h  "B lac k  A l­
b e r i c h , "  w h ereas  Wotan i s  L ic h t - A lb e r ic h  
" L ig h t - A lb e r i c h ."  A f te r  F r o d o 's  b e t t e r  s e l f  
h as  y ie ld e d  to  th e  R in g 's  power on th e  b r in k  
o f  th e  chasm , h i s  e v i l  s e l f  w r e s ts  i t  from  
h im , b u t he i s  a b le  to  g e t  r i d  o f  th e  e v i l ,  
s id e  o f  h im s e lf  a n d , t h e r e b y ,  o f  a l l  d e s i r e  
f o r  power by c a u s in g  b o th  G ollum  and th e  R ing 
to  be consum ed.

In  th e  " h o m e s tr e tc h "  o f  h i s  p a in f u l  
jo u rn e y  to  th e  C rack s  o f  Doom, F rodo  f i n a l l y  
comes to  a r e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  a l l  u se  o f  weap­
o n s , t e l l i n g  Sam " I ' l l  b e a r  no w eapon, f a i r  
o r  f o u l "  ( I I I ,  2 8 4 ) . He i s ,  h o w ev er, no 
p a c i f i s t  a  o u t r a n c e , s in c e  he d e c l a r e s ,  d u r ­
in g  th e  " s c o u r in g  o f  th e  S h i r e , "  t h a t  no 
k i l l i n g  i s  to  be done e x c e p t  to  sa v e  h o b b i t s '  
l i v e s :  "B ut rem em ber: t h e r e  i s  to  be no 
s l a y in g  o f  h o b b i t s ,  n o t even i f  th e y  have 
gone o v e r to  th e  o th e r  s i d e . . . .  No h o b b i t  
h a s  e v e r  k i l l e d  a n o th e r  on p u rp o se  in  th e
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S h i r e ,  and i t  i s  n o t to  b e g in  now. And 
nobody i s  to  be k i l l e d  a t  a l l ,  i f  i t  can  be 
h e lp e d "  ( I I I ,  3 5 7 ) ;  " I  w ish  f o r  no k i l l i n g ,  
n o t  even  o f  th e  r u f f i a n s ,  u n le s s  i t  m ust be 
d o n e , to  p r e v e n t  them from  h u r t in g  h o b b i t s "  
( I I I ,  3 5 7 ) . T h is  p o s i t i o n  i s  c lo s e  to  t h a t  
o f  S t .  A u g u s tin e  (De c i v i t a t e  Dei [1 ,  2 1 ])
who n o t o n ly  a p p ro v e s  k i l l i n g  in  a " j u s t  w ar" 
b u t d e c l a r e s  t h a t  he who c a r r i e s  o u t h i s  
s u p e r i o r s '  o r d e r s  to  k i l l  i s  n o t h im s e lf  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  d e a th  he d e a l s .

A lth o u g h  T o l k i e n 's  M id d le - e a r th  i s  o f 
c o u rs e  p r e - C h r i s t i a n ,  n o t o n ly  h i s  b a s ic  
a p p ro a c h , b u t many o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  e p is o d e s  
a r e ,  a s  some have s u g g e s te d ,  C h r i s t i a n  in  
t h e i r  n a t u r e ,  e i t h e r  fo re sh a d o w in g  S c r i p t u r a l  
e v e n ts  (su c h  a s  th e  w alk  to  C a lv a ry )  o r  em­
b o d y in g  fu n d a m e n ta l m o ra l p r i n c i p l e s .  Viewed 
from  t h i s  a n g le ,  F r o d o 's  a c t io n  i s  s t r o n g ly  
r e m in i s c e n t  o f  th e  p a s s a g e s  (M atthew  1 8 :8 - 9 ;  
Mark 9 :4 3 -4 8 )  in  w hich  J e s u s  commands h i s  
h e a r e r s  to  c u t  o f f  a hand o r  f o o t ,  o r  to  
p lu c k  o u t  an eye ( w i th o u t  a n e s t h e t i c s ! ) ,  in  
p r e f e r e n c e  to  b e in g  c a s t  w hole i n to  h e l l - f i r e  
"w here t h e i r  worm d i e t h  n o t and th e  f i r e  i s  
n o t q u en ch ed " (M ark 9 :4 4 ,  4 6 , 4 8 ) .  S y m b o li­
c a l l y ,  F r o d o 's  f i n g e r  h a s  cau se d  him to  s i n ,  
by b e in g  th e  p a r t  o f  h im s e lf  on w hich he 
p la c e s  th e  R in g . I s  i t  to o  much to  s u s p e c t  
t h a t  he may even have  commanded G ollum  to  
b i t e  th e  f i n g e r  o f f ,  so  t h a t  h e , F ro d o , may 
s a c r i f i c e  i t  l e s t  he f a l l  w hole i n t o  th e  
f i r e ,  and so t h a t  he may n e v e r  a g a in  have 
su ch  a d e s i r e  f o r  pow er? P e rh a p s  t h i s  i s  to o  
d a r in g  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  b u t th e  th o u g h t i s  
t e m p t in g .

Im agery  s t r o n g ly  r e m in is c e n t  o f  th e  
B ib le  i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t  in  th e  way in  w hich Sam 
s e e s  F rodo  "w ith  o th e r  v i s i o n "  ( I I I ,  2 7 2 ) . 
When F rodo  sp e a k s  to  G ollum  f o r  th e  l a s t  tim e  
b e f o r e  e n t e r in g  Mount Doom, Sam s e e s  s ta n d in g  
b e f o r e  him " s t e r n ,  u n to u c h a b le  now by p i t y ,  a 
f i g u r e  ro b ed  in  w h i t e , "  h o ld in g  a t  i t s  b r e a s t  
a w heel o f  f i r e .  Sam i s  c l e a r l y  e x p e c t in g  
F rodo  to  p e rfo rm  ( a v a n t  l e  l e t t r e , a s  i t  
w ere ) a C h r i s t - l i k e  a c t  o f  s a l v a t i o n  f o r  th e  
w ord , by h u r l i n g  th e  R ing d i r e c t l y  i n t o  th e  
f i r e ,  and s e e s  him ro b ed  in  w h i te ,  a s  C h r i s t  
a p p e a re d  t r a n s f i g u r e d  to  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  (Mark 
9 : 2 - 3 ) .  But F ro d o , b e in g  h o b b it-h u m a n , a c ­
c o m p lis h e s  h i s  Q uest in  a much l e s s  i d e a l i z e d  
f a s h i o n .

I s  t h e r e ,  th e n ,  a d eu s  ex m achina a t  th e  
end o f  F r o d o 's  Q u e s t, in  th e  sh ap e  o f  G ollum , 
to  do f o r  him w hat he w as, a t  th e  v e ry  e n d , 
n o t  a b le  to  b r in g  h im s e lf  to  do? At p r e s e n t ,
I  am i n c l i n e d  to  d o u b t i t ,  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  
th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  j u s t  p ro p o s e d . Nor can 
S am 's  s p a r in g  o f  G ollum , j u s t  b e fo re  th e y  
e n t e r  th e  c a v e rn  l e a d in g  to  th e  C rack s  o f  ■ 
Doom ( I I I ,  2 7 3 ) , be ta k e n  a s  s u c h , f o r  th e  
m ercy he shows Gollum  i s  w e ll  founded  in  h i s  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  c r e a t u r e ' s  m is e ry .  I f  
t h e r e  a r e  any d e i  e x  m a c h in a , th e y  a r e  G w ai- 
h i r  and th e  o th e r  e a g le s  s e n t  by G a n d a lf  to  
r e s c u e  F rodo  and Sam ( I I I ,  280 , 282) from
w hat w ould o th e rw is e  h av e  been c e r t a i n  e x t e r ­
m in a t io n  in  th e  la v a  p o u r in g  f o r t h  from  Mount 
Doom.

The m anner in  w hich T o lk ie n  h as  F rodo

end h i s  Q uest i s  c o n so n a n t w ith  a l l  t h r e e  of 
th e  g e n re s  to  w h ich , a s  V e rly n  F l i e g e r  has 
p o in te d  o u t ,  The Lord o f  th e  R in g s b e lo n g s .  
( T o lk i e n : New C r i t i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e s . N. 
I s s a c s  and R. Z im bardo , e d s . ,  U n iv e r s i ty  
P r e s s  o f  K en tu ck y , 1981, pp . 4 0 - 6 2 .)  I t  i n ­
v o lv e s  a f i n a l  s t r u g g l e  w hich  i s  e p ic  in  i t s  
i n t e n s i t y ,  i f  n o t in  th e  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  i t s  
p r o t a g o n i s t s .  (T h is  l a t t e r  i s  p r e s e n t ,  
r a t h e r ,  in  th e  c o n f l i c t s  be tw een  th e  a rm ie s  
o f  Rohan and G ondor, on th e  one h an d , and 
th o s e  o f S au ro n  on th e  o t h e r ,  to g e th e r  w ith  
su ch  t y p i c a l l y  e p ic  e x p l o i t s  a s  t h a t  o f Eowyn 
and M erry in  s l a y in g  th e  R in g w r a i th . )  An 
e p ic  denouem ent o f te n  in v o lv e s  a s t r u g g le  
betw een  two a n t a g o n i s t s  in  s i n g l e  co m b at, who 
outcom e i s  f o r  a tim e  in  d o u b t .  (T h in k  o f 
th e  c l i m a c t i c  b a t t l e  be tw een  C harlem agne and 
B a l ig a n t  in  l a i s s e s  258-261  o f th e  C hanson de 
R o la n d , o r  t h a t  betw een  B eow ulf and th e  d r a g ­
on in  v e r s e s  2538-2751 o f  B e o w u lf . )  In  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e ,  th e  e p ic  b a t t l e  i s  be tw een  a m ost 
p o w e rfu l b e in g ,  th e  f o r c e  o f  e v i l  p e r s o n i f i e d  
in  S a u ro n , and a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  l e a s t  
p o w e r fu l ,  th e  h o b b i t  F ro d o . The e n t i r e  f a t e  
o f  M id d le - e a r th  and th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  
t r a n s i t i o n  from  th e  T h ird  to  th e  F o u r th  Age 
d ep en d s on w h e th e r  t h i s  one l i t t l e  h o b b i t  can 
su c c e e d  in  d e s t r o y in g  th e  One R ing and t h e r e ­
by d e f e a t in g  S a u ro n . The c o n f l i c t  i s ,  by 
t h i s  f a c t ,  r e n d e re d  a l l  th e  more d ra m a tic  and 
i t s  outcom e u n c e r t a in  u n t i l  th e  v e ry  l a s t  
m om ent.

In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  " e u c a ta s t r o p h e "  or 
happy e n d in g  o f  th e  f a i r y  s t o r y ,  The Lord o f 
th e  R ings h as  th e  Q uest w hich i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  
th e  ro m an ce . F r o d o 's  Q u est i s  n o t m ere ly  ( a s  
some have s u g g e s te d )  an " a n t i - Q u e s t , "  in v o lv ­
in g  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  g a in in g  
o f an o b j e c t .  In  a b ro a d e r  s e n s e ,  F r o d o 's  
Q u est i s  in d e e d  p o s i t i v e .  By d e s t r o y in g  th e  
R in g , and w ith  i t  S a u r o n 's  power and t h r e a t  
to  M id d le - e a r th ,  F rodo h as  g a in e d  an in v a l u ­
a b le  t r e a s u r e  f o r  a l l  who come a f t e r  him in  
th e  F o u r th  Age: th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l i v i n g  
and d e v e lo p in g  f r e e  from  m a le v o le n t  o p p re s ­
s i o n ,  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  we can s e e  th e  " p a r ­
a l l e l i s m "  w hich T o lk ie n  a d m it te d  m igh t e x i s t  
be tw een  h i s  t a l e s  and r e a l  e v e n t s .  In  th e  
same way a s  F rodo  d id  f o r  th o s e ;  who came 
a f t e r  h im , th o s e  who s a c r i f i c e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  
and h e a l th  in  th e  K a i s e r 's  War and in  H i t ­
l e r ' s  War won a s i m i l a r  freedom  f o r  t h e i r  
c h i ld r e n  and g r a n d c h i ld r e n .  The l a t t e r  would 
do w e ll  to  remember F r o d o 's  w ords to  Sam 
( I I I ,  3 8 2 ) :  " I t  m ust o f t e n  be s o ,  Sam when 
t h in g s  a r e  in  d a n g e r :  some one h as  to  g iv e  
them u p , lo s e  them , so t h a t  o th e r s  may en jo y  
th em . "

Do th e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  add any th in g  to  
o u r u n d e r s ta n d in g  and e n jo y m en t o f  The Lord 
o f  th e  R in g s ? I d a re  to  hope s o ;  f o r  such  i s  
th e  o n ly  v a l id  p u rp o se  o f l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .

I am in d e b te d  f o r  h e lp f u l  c r i t i c i s m  and 
s u g g e s t io n  to  Rose A. Z im b ard o , G e o ffre y  
R o b e r t s o n - M e l lo r , Anne G. P e t t y ,  and P au l H. 
K o ch e r, to  a l l  o f  whom my h e a r t f e l t  th a n k s .
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