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LETTERS

Eomer

Glen GoodKnight Los A n g eles , C alif.
I have noticed sin ce  the M ythopoeic S ociety  began p rin t­

ing le t te r s , they have been in terestin g  and in form ative. 
H ow ever, over the la s t  year  the quality and lite r a te n e ss  
of them  overa ll have r ise n  sharp ly . I am  delighted  with  
the variety  of top ics and opinions ex p ressed . The space  
given to le t te r s  in th is is su e  is  la rg er  than ev er , s in ce  the  
volum e has in creased . I sa lu te  the rea d ers  who have con ­
tributed in th is way, and invite o thers to p erson a lly  p a r tic i­
pate in th is valuable exchange of inform ation  and id e a s !

R o b e rt F o s te r  Bound B rook , New J e r s e y

As soon as  I  saw P a u l K o c h e r 's  " T a le  o f  th e  
N oldor" (M yth lo re  1 5 ) ,  my lo n g - p r a c t i c e d  i n s t i n c t s  
a s  a M id d le -e a r th  s c h o la r  (o r  q u ib b le r  o r  t r i v i a l -  
i s t  o r  p ed a n t)  awoke to  t h e i r  f u l l e s t .  A re th e  
d e t a i l s  a c c u r a te ?  I s  th e r e  any New In fo rm a tio n ?  
H a p p ily , K o c h e r 's  a r t i c l e  i s  one o f  th e  b e s t  o f  i t s  
k in d  I  have s e e n ; r a r e l y  i s  th e  High M a tte r  o f  
M id d le -e a r th  r e t o l d  w ith  such  a c c u ra c y  and g r a c e .  
M oreover, two o f  K o c h e r 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  s t r i k e  
me v e ry  p o w e r fu l ly ,  and c o n f irm  my b e l i e f  t h a t  he 
i s  th e  b e s t  T o lk ie n  c r i t i c  a ro u n d . F i r s t ,  th e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  he makes c o n c e rn in g  th e  f o rg in g  o f  th e  
R ings be tw een  S a u ro n 's  c r a f t  and N o ld o r in  know­
le d g e  i s  an im p o r ta n t  i n s i g h t  i n t o  th e  n a tu r e  o f  
good and e v i l  in  M id d le - e a r th .  I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  
o n ly  th e  f o r c e s  o f  good — th e  N o ld o r , th e  u n f a l l ­
en V a la r ,  E ru  — p o s s e s s  th e  freedom  o f  s p i r i t  to  
im ag in e  som eth in g  p r e v io u s ly  u n c r e a te d ;  by t h e i r  
d e n i a l  o f  good , e v i l  b e in g s  h av e  l o s t  th e  pow er to  
s u b - c r e a te  and can  o n ly  p e r v e r t  — E lv e s  to  O re s , 
I t h i l  to  M orgu l, t r u t h  to  l i e s .  R ings o f  C r e a t io n  
and P r e s e r v a t io n  to  R ings o f  Power and D o m in a tio n . 
(Of c o u r s e ,  a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  r e a d in g  a l i t t l e  i n to

th e  55 w ords on I  31 8 .)  Once a l l  t h i s  i s  s e e n ,  
S a u r o n 's  f o r t u i t o u s  i n a b i l i t y  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  
s t r a t e g i e s  o f  th e  W est d u r in g  th e  War o f  th e  Ring 
i s  more p l a u s i b l e ;  h i s  th in k in g  i s  m e c h a n is t ic  
and d e r i v a t i v e ,  and h i s  know ledge i s  l im i t e d  to  
e v i l .  M oreover, a s i m i l a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  may h o ld  
b e tw een  th e  V a la r  and th e  c r e a t e d  r a c e s .  A f te r  
th e  C r e a t io n ,  th e  V a la r  r u l e  and ju d g e ,  b u t  th e y  
no lo n g e r  c r e a t e ;  p r o g r e s s ,  advancem en t o f  and by 
m ind , i s  l e f t  to  th e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  human p e o p le s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  F e a n o r , D aero n , C e le b r im b o r , E l e n d i l ,  
and A ra g o rn . (A kingdom  i s  a c r e a t i o n . )

S eco n d , a l th o u g h  K o c h e r 's  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  
two t r e e s  c a rv e d  on th e  D oors o f  D u rin  m ust r e p r e ­
s e n t  th e  Two T re e s  o f  V a lin o r  i s  m is ta k e n  ( th e y  
p ro b a b ly  r e p r e s e n t  th e  h o l l y - t r e e  emblem o f  th e  
E lv e n - s m i th s ) , h e  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  p o in t i n g  o u t  th e  
N o ld o r in  " t r i b a l  p r id e  in  th e  a n c e s t r a l  f e a t "  o f  
F e a n o r , th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  th e  S i l m a r i l s .  In  t h i s  
c o n n e c t io n ,  we sh o u ld  c a r r y  two s t e p s  f u r t h e r  S am 's 
awed r e c o g n i t io n  t h a t  th e  P h ia l  o f  G a la d r ie l  (a 
N o ld o r in  p r i c e s s )  p la c e s  him  and F rodo  in  th e  on­
g o in g  t a l e  o f  E a r e n d i l ;  u l t i m a t e l y ,  th e  P h ia l  
b e a r s  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  S i l m a r i l s  and o f  th e  Two 
T re e s ,  and th u s  d e m o n s tr a te s  t h a t  F e a n o r 's  c r a f t s ­
m a n sh ip , i f  n o t  h i s  p r i d e ,  was j u s t  and v i r t u o u s ,  
and t h a t  t h i s  v i r t u e  i s  r e t a i n e d  by h i s  d e sc e n d ­
a n t s  .

Of c o u r s e ,  K ocher a l s o  makes some m in o r s l i p s  
and d u b io u s  s t a te m e n ts .  Tom B o m b a d il 's  a s s e r t i o n  
t h a t  M orgoth came from  "O u ts id e "  a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  
means 'o u t s i d e  M idd le  E a r t h , '  and th e r e f o r e  does 
n o t  show t h a t  M orgoth was n o t  a V a la . By o m it t in g  
M o rg o th 's  p o is o n in g  o f  th e  Two T re e s ,  K ocher im ­
p l i e s  t h a t  F e a n o r 's  c r e a t i o n  o f  th e  S i l m a r i l s  was 
r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  m aking th e  l i g h t  o f  V a lin o r  v u ln e r ­
a b l e .  A lso , K ocher p la c e s  to o  much em phasis on 
G a n d a lf 's  p r a i s e  o f  " th e  u n im a g in a b le  hand  and 
m ind o f  F e a n o r " : th e  w iz a rd  i s  c l e a r l y  e x a g g e r a t ­
in g  h e r e  in  a v a in  a t te m p t to  overaw e P ip p in ,  who 
h a s  j u s t  u n w ise ly  u sed  th e  p a l a n t i r .  F o u r th ,  I  
do n o t  s e e  how th e  p a l a n t i r i  a r e  "more com plex 
and a l t o g e t h e r  w o n d e rfu l th a n  even  th e  s i l m a v i l l i " ; 
as w ith  th e  S to n e  and R ing o f  S u le im an  in  C h a rle s  
W i l l ia m s 's  Many D im e n s io n s , " e x p lo r in g  tim e  and 
sp a c e "  i s  p ro b a b ly  l e s s  im p o r ta n t  th a n  d is p l a y in g  
th e  c l e a r  l i g h t  o f  th e  d iv in e  s p i r i t .  F i n a l l y ,  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  B eren  was im p r iso n e d  in  th e  dungeons 
o f  S au ron  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  make th e  l a t t e r  Mor­
g o th  ' s tu r n k e y ;  he c o u ld  e a s i l y  have b ee n  a v a s s a l  
a c t in g  au to n o m o u sly .

B u t as  I  was th in k in g  a b o u t a l l  o f  t h i s , i t  
s t r u c k  me t h a t  soon  many o f  th e s e  p o in t s  w i l l  no 
lo n g e r  be d e b a ta b le .  F or te n  y e a r s  now, I  have 
b een  t r y i n g  to  r e s t r a i n  c o n te n t io u s  s p e c u la t io n  
a b o u t th e s e  m a t te r s  ( a l th o u g h  f r e q u e n t ly  enough I  
d i d n ' t  su c c e e d  even  w ith  m y se lf)  w ith  a tw o - p a r t  
l i t a n y :  " ' I  a lo n e  h o ld  th e  k e y , '  s a y s  T o lk ie n ,"
and "W ait f o r  th e  S i l m a r i l l i o n ."  W e ll, th e  S i l -  
m a r i l l io n  i s  a lm o s t upon us a t  l a s t ,  and many o f  
th e  fam ous q u e s t io n s  t h a t  have vexed  us f o r  a 
d ecad e  w i l l  soon  be a n sw e re d . What i s  th e  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  V a la r?  Do th e y ,  l i k e  th e  Olym­
p ia n  g o d s , have l e a d e r s  who s p e c i a l i z e  in  c e r t a i n  
f u n c t io n s ?  What does i t  mean t h a t  M e lia n , th e  
m o ther o f  L u th ie n ,  was " o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  V a l­
a r " ?  Are M orgo th , S au ron  and th e  I s t a r i  V a la r?
Was A ule th e  S m ith  a  V a la  (as  I  to o  b l i t h e l y  a s ­
sumed in  my G uide ) , o r  was he one o f  th e  f i r s t  o f  
th e  Khazad? Who i s  E ld e s t ,  Tom B om badil o r  F ang- 
o rn ?  And my f a v o r i t e  — w hat a r e  th e  T h ree  K in ­
d re d  o f  th e  E ld a r?  Are th e  N o ld o r one o f  them?

I  am v e ry  fond  o f  th e s e  q u e s t io n s ,  and th e y  
have b een  a m a jo r p a r t  ( I  som etim es th in k  an e x ­
c e s s iv e  p a r t )  o f  my r e a c t i o n  to  T o lk ie n  and my 
c o n ta c t  w ith  o th e r  f a n s .  By r e v e a l in g  many o f  th e  
o b s c u r i t i e s  o f  th e  H igh M a tte r  ( a l th o u g h  no d o u b t
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r a i s i n g  new o n e s ) , th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S i lm a r -  
i l l i o n  w i l l  m ark th e  en d  o f  an e r a  o f  f a n t a s y  f o r  
me. And I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  h a v in g  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  
an sw e re d  i s  n o t  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  in v o lv e d .  
Up to  now, a l l  o f  u s ,  e v e n  th o s e  who i d e n t i f i e d  
m ost w ith  A ra g o rn  o r  G a n d a lf  o r  G a l a d r i e l ,  h a v e  
v iew ed  T o l k i e n 's  m ythos from  th e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  
M id d l e - e a r th ,  and  M id d le - e a r th  th r o u g h  th e  e y e s  
o f  H o b b i ts ,  u n h e r o ic ,  u n a m b it io u s ,  te m p te d  a s  l i t ­
t l e  by n o b i l i t y  an d  g r e a t n e s s  a s  by  g r e e d .  We 
may know t h a t  L u th ie n  r e s c u e d  B e re n  from  th e  d u n ­
g eo n s  o f  S a u ro n  and p la y e d  a r o l e  i n  t h e  t h e f t  o f  
on e  S i l m a r i l  from  M o r g o th 's  I r o n  Crow n, b u t  a s  we 
r e a d  L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  we s e e  h e r  m o st c l e a r l y  
d a n c in g  in  E lvenhom e "To m u sic  o f  a p ip e  u n s e e n ."
Of c o u r s e ,  on e  o f  th e  c h i e f  p l e a s u r e s  o f  L o tR  i s  
i t s  r i c h  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  h i s t o r y ,  f i l l e d  w i th  p e o p le  
g r e a t e r ,  n o b l e r ,  m ore b e a u t i f u l  th a n  w e, b u t  n o n e ­
t h e l e s s  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e r e f o r e  v e r y  much l i k e  u s ;  
one o f  th e  c h i e f  d e s i r e s  a r o u s e d  by a l l  o f  T o l k i e n 's  
f a n ta s y  i s  a y e a r n in g  f o r  t h e  d e p th s  o f  t im e .  The 
S i l m a r i l l i o n  w i l l  no d o u b t g iv e  us th o s e  d e p t h s ,  
b u t  t h e i r  b a c k g ro u n d  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  b e  t h e  s u p r a -  
i n d i v i d u a l  f i g u r e  o f  E ru . B e in g  a H o b b it  (w h ich  
one m u st b e  w h i le  r e a d in g  L otR )  i s  q u i t e  c o m fo r t­
a b l e ;  I  h a v e  m et some p e o p le  who d o n ' t  l i k e  L o tR ,  
b u t  n o -o n e  who fo u n d  i t  d i s t u r b i n g ,  a s  many p e o p le  
do H. P . L o v e c r a f t  o r  e v e n  C h a r le s  W i l l ia m s .  Now 
F a e r ie  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  f r i g h t e n i n g  ( f e a r  i s ,  I  t h i n k ,  
a r e f l e c t i o n  on th e  r e a d e r ) , b u t  i t  m u st n o t  b e  
o v e r ly  c o m f o r ta b le .  D e a lin g  w i th  H igh M a t te r s  
can  b e  som ew hat u n c o m fo r ta b le  f o r  w r i t e r s  and 
r e a d e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  o n ce  you  becom e an  E ld a  
i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  f e e l  l i k e  a H o b b it  a g a in .  The 
s h i f t  i n  to n e  from  L o tR  t o  th e  S i l m a r i l l i o n  may 
n o t  b e  a s  e x tre m e  a s  t h a t  from  th e  H o b b it  t o  L o tR , 
b u t  i t  w i l l  b e  g r e a t .  Read L o tR  a g a in  t h i s  sum­
m er; i t  may seem  r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  by C h r is tm a s .

R o b e rt A. G i l b e r t  B r i s t o l ,  U.K.

I  was i n t r i g u e d  by J o e  R. C h r i s t o p h e r 's  r e ­
v iew  " R i te s  o f  a R o s ic r u c i a n  M y s tic "  (M y th lo r e  1 3 ) ,  
a s  I  am . c u r r e n t l y  w o rk in g  on a b io g r a p h y  o f  A. E. 
W aite  and from  my own r e s e a r c h  was a b l e  t o  p r o v id e  
C h r is to p h e r  A rm stro n g  w i th  h i s  in f o r m a t io n  on 
E v e ly n  U n d e r h i l l 's  m em bersh ip  o f  t h e  G olden  Dawn.
I t  w as , h o w ev e r, u n f o r tu n a t e  t h a t  you  s h o u ld  h av e  
l in k e d  so  e x c e l l e n t  a b io g r a p h y  w i th  two su c h  un ­
s a t i s f a c t o r y  and i n a c c u r a t e  s t u d i e s  o f  th e  G olden  
Dawn i t s e l f .

The h i s t o r y  o f  th e  G olden  Dawn h a s  b e e n  f u l l y  
c h a r te d  and  a d m ira b ly  p r e s e n te d  by E l l i c  Howe in  
h i s  book The M a g ic ia n s  o f  th e  G olden  Dawn (R o u t-  
le d g e  & Kegan P a u l ,  1 9 7 2 ) . T h e re  a r e  a l s o  e x t a n t  
a d e q u a te  r e c o r d s  o f  i t s  l a t e r  o f f s p r i n g  w h ich  a r e  
g r a d u a l ly  a p p e a r in g  i n  p r i n t  ( e . g .  Sw ord o f  Wisdom: 
M acGregor M a th ers  and  th e  G olden  Dawn, by  I t h e l l  
C olquhoun (S p earm an , 1 9 7 5 ) ) ,  and i t  seem s d e s i r ­
a b le  t o  c o r r e c t  th e  e r r o r s  d e r i v i n g  from  T o rre n s  
and s i m i l a r  u n c r i t i c a l  w r i t e r s .

The G olden  Dawn was n o t  i t s e l f  a Tem ple b u t  a 
m a g ic a l O rd e r ,  h a v in g  s e v e r a l  T em ples i n  G re a t  
B r i t a i n ,  th e  m ost fam ous b e in g  I s i s - U r a n i a  in  
London. The O rd e r  was a w h o lly  V i c t o r i a n  c r e a t i o n  
w ith  no c la im  to  g r e a t  a n t i q u i t y  b ey o n d  th e  f i c ­
t i o n s  o f  i t s  f o u n d e r s ;  w h ich  f i c t i o n s ,  ad d ed  to  
M a th e rs ' a b r a s iv e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  d id  much t o  p ro v o k e  
th e  f i r s t  s p l i t  i n  1900. T h is  was f o l lo w e d  oy a 
more s e r io u s  s p l i t  i n  1903 when W a ite  and  two 
o t h e r s ,  th e  Rev. A yton and  M. W. B la c k d e n , assum ed  
c o n t r o l  o f  I s i s - U r a n i a ,  o r g a n i s e d  th e  " In d e p e n d e n t  
and R e c t i f i e d  R i te "  and b e g a n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i s i n g  th e  O r d e r 's  r i t u a l s .  The o ld  mag­
i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  was c a r r i e d  on by D r. F e lk in  i n  
h i s  S t e l l a  M a tu t in a ,  w h ich  becam e i n c r e a s i n g l y  
in f lu e n c e d  by  th e  id e a s  o f  R u d o lf  S t e i n e r ;  id e a s  
w h ich  p e rm e a te d  W a i t e 's  O rd e r  a l s o ,  u n t i l  th e  t e n ­
s io n s  r e s u l t i n g  from  t h i s  e n c ro a c h m e n t le d  W aite  
to  c l o s e  down I s i s - U r a n i a  i n  1914 .

W ith in  a  y e a r ,  W a ite  had  r e o r g a n i s e d  h i s  O rd e r

i n t o  th e  " F e l lo w s h ip  o f  t h e  Rosy C r o s s ,"  p r o v id in g  
i t  w i th  r i t u a l s  t h a t  w ere  m y s t i c a l  r a t h e r  th a n  
m a g ic a l ,  an d  t h a t  show t h e i r  a u th o r  t o  b e  a  som e­
w h a t u n o r th o d o x  C h r i s t i a n  m y s t i c .  I t  was t h i s  
O rd e r  t h a t  C h a r le s  W ill ia m s  may h a v e  j o i n e d ,  a l ­
th o u g h  no d e f i n i t e  e v id e n c e  o f  h i s  m em b ersh ip  h a s  
y e t  b e e n  fo u n d . He w as c e r t a i n l y  i n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
w i th  W a ite  a s  e a r l y  a s  1915 an d  i f  he d id  j o i n ,  i t  
may w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  th e n  r a t h e r  th a n  i n  1 9 1 7 , w h ich  
i s  t h e  d a t e  u s u a l l y  g iv e n .  To w h a t e x t e n t  W a i t e 's  
i d e a s  a p p e a r  i n  W i l l i a m s ' n o v e l s  r e m a in s  t o  b e  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b u t  W a i t e 's  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  th e  T a r o t  
tru m p s  w i th  th e  G r a i l  H a llo w s  may w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  
u t i l i s e d  i n  some fo rm . I  w ou ld  w elcom e any s u g ­
g e s t i o n s  on t h i s  p o i n t .

As to  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  G o ld en  Dawn,

A r th u r  M achen h ad  l e f t  th e  O rd e r  b e f o r e  1903 b u t  
r e j o i n e d  in  1904 by  s p e c i a l  i n v i t a t i o n .  N e i t h e r  
h e  n o r  E v e ly n  U n d e r h i l l  re m a in e d  lo n g  in  I s i s -  
U r a n ia ,  a l th o u g h  p r e c i s e  d a t e s  a r e  s t i l l  unknow n. 
W hat i s  c e r t a i n  i s  t h a t  Sax Rohmer was n e v e r  a 
member o f  th e  G olden  Dawn o r  o f  any o f  i t s  o f f ­
s h o o t s .  The f i c t i o n  t h a t  he was may b e  t r a c e d  to  
th e  f a n t a s i e s  o f  P au w els  and B e r g i e r  i n  t h e i r  book 
The M orning  o f  th e  M a g ic ia n s .  I t  i s  e q u a l ly  c e r ­
t a i n  t h a t  t h e  S t e l l a  M a tu t in a  w as n e v e r  " u n d e r  th e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  D ion F o r tu n e ."  She w as a m em ber, b u t  
r e s ig n e d  to  fo u n d  h e r  own O rd e r ,  th e  " F r a t e r n i t y  
o f  th e  I n n e r  L ig h t"  w h ich  re m a in s  a c t i v e  to d a y .

I t  i s  a l s o  i n c o r r e c t  t o  s t a t e  s im p ly  t h a t  
A r th u r  M achen was " s t i m u l a t e d  by  W a i t e 's  s t u d i e s  
o f  th e  H oly G r a i l . "  T h e i r  common i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
G r a i l  l e d  t o  a c o n s id e r a b l e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w h ich  i s  
ack n o w led g ed  in  W a i t e 's  "H id d en  C hurch  o f  t h e  H oly  
G ra a l"  (1 9 0 9 ) . M a ch e n 's  own id e a s  on th e  G r a i l  
a p p e a r  i n  "The S h in in g  P y ram id "  (1 9 2 5 ) .

A lth o u g h  th e  G olden  Dawn may b e  o f  o n ly  p e r ­
i p h e r a l  c o n c e rn  t o  r e a d e r s ,  i t  may b e  o f  g r e a t e r  
i n t e r e s t  t o  n o te  t h a t  W a ite  was t h e  a u th o r  o f  two 
p o n d e ro u s  F a e r i e  ro m a n c e s , " P r in c e  S ta rb ea m "
(1890) and "The G olden  S t a i r s "  ( 1 8 9 3 ) ,  b o th  o f  

w h ich  a r e  in te n d e d  to  s y m b o l is e  t h e  S o u l 's  i n wa r d

29



Goldberry

q u e s t  f o r  God. They w ere  r e v i s e d  and am algam ated  
a s  a s i n g l e  w ork , "The Q u es t o f  th e  G olden  S t a i r s "  
(1 9 2 7 ), w h ich  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b ee n  r e i s s u e d  by New­
c a s t l e  a s  a  " c l a s s i c  o f  o c c u l t  f a n ta s y  . . . 
s t r a n g e ly  n e g l e c t e d . "  No one can  deny th e  n e g l e c t ,  
b u t  n o t  even  W a i te 's  m ost a r d e n t  d e v o te e  w ould  c a l l  
th e  w ork a c l a s s i c .

Mary N essen  U n iv e r s i t y  P a r k ,  PA

In  r e p ly  to  Mr. G r i f f i t h ' s  l e t t e r  i n  M y th lo re  
14: j u s t  w h a t d id  you e x p e c t  from  a p a ro d y ?  Any­
one who re a d s  a p a ro d y  o f  a l i t e r a r y  w ork t h a t  he 
g r e a t l y  e n jo y s  i s  a s k in g  f o r  t r o u b l e .  Of c o u r s e  
B ored  o f  th e  R in g s  i s  t r a s h ;  i t  was m ean t to  be

t h a t  way. A c tu a l ly ,  th e  p a ro d y  h a s  v e ry  l i t t l e  to  
do w ith  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s .  I t  o n ly  b o rro w ed  
th e  b a s i c  p l o t ,  c o r r u p te d  th e  names o f  a few c h a r ­
a c t e r s ,  and added  a l o t  o f  n o n s e n s e . The a u th o r s  
c o u ld  h av e  done t h i s  to  j u s t  a b o u t any c l a s s i c  
you c o u ld  nam e. As Mr. G oodK night p o in te d  o u t ,  
T o lk ie n  a d m ire rs  sh o u ld  n o t  ta k e  th e  n o v e l  s e r ­
i o u s l y ,  and I  a g r e e .  Even th o u g h  B ored  o f  th e  
R in g s  i s  t r a s h ,  i t  s t i l l  h a s  some w o r th :  i t  i s
a s a d  comment on A m erican  v a l u e s .  B u t p l e a s e  d o n ' t  
m is u n d e rs ta n d  my p o s i t i o n ;  I  d e a r ly  lo v e  The Lord  
o f  th e  R in g s ,  and th e r e  i s  no l i t e r a r y  w ork com par­
a b le  t o  i t .  H ow ever, I  do b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  r e a d e r  
sh o u ld  have th e  r i g h t  to  ch o o se  h i s  r e a d in g  ma­
t e r i a l  a s  he s e e s  f i t ,  and no one sh o u ld  f o r b id  
h i s  r i g h t  to  c h o o se . T h e r e f o r e ,  Mr. G r i f f i t h ,  
p le a s e  d o n ’ t  im pose y o u r  t a s t e s  on o th e r  p e o p le .
The Lord o f  th e  R in g s  h a s  in d e e d  done v e ry  w e l l  
in  s p i t e  o f  th e  p a ro d y .

C o lin  M a th ers  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  S ydney , A u s t r a l i a

D ragon l o r e  h a s  a lw ays f a s c i n a t e d  men l i k e  
Lew is and T o lk ie n  a l th o u g h  i t  h a s  b ee n  l a r g e l y  
n e g le c te d  by th e  s c i e n t i f i c  com m unity. I n  th e

l a s t  few y e a r s  t h e r e  h a s  b ee n  an u p su rg e  o f  i n t e r ­
e s t  in  a n im a l b e h a v io u r  and e c o lo g y  and t h i s  n e ­
g l e c t  h a s  b e e n  rem e d ied  by two a r t i c l e s  i n  th e  
s c i e n t i f i c  p r e s s .  P . J .  H o g a rth  ( B u l l .  B r i t .  e c o l .  
S oc. 7, 2 -5 ; 1976) s u rv e y s  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n ts  o f  
d ra g o n s  and e s t im a te s  t h e i r  t y p i c a l  l i f e s p a n  as  
1000 to  1 0 ,000  y e a r s .  He c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  t h e  med­
i e v a l  d ra g o n  becam e e x t i n c t  by th e  l a t e  1 8 th  
c e n tu r y  due to  d iv e r s e  p r e s s u r e s  e x e r t e d  by man 
( in c lu d in g  e x p l o i t a t i o n  f o r  p h a r m a c o lo g ic a l  p u r ­
p o se s )  . O nly o n ce  was c o n s e r v a t io n  l e g i s l a t i o n  
p a s s e d  to  p r o t e c t  d ra g o n s  (o r  k n ig h ts ? )  when th e  
K ing o f  R hodes, i n  1345 , fo rb a d e  any k n ig h t  to  
a t te m p t  to  s l a y  a d ra g o n .

R o b e rt M. May h a s  re v ie w e d  H o g a r th 's  a r t i c l e  
i n  N a tu re  (V o l. 264 , p .  16; 1976) p r a i s i n g  i t  and 
c a l l i n g  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h .  H ow ever, May ta k e s  
i s s u e  w ith  H o g a r th 's  th e o ry  t h a t  d ra g o n s  and r e ­
l a t e d  s p e c ie s  o r i g i n a t e d  o n ly  5000 y e a r s  a g o , 
p o in t i n g  o u t  t h a t  d ra g o n s  and  g r i f f i t h s  a r e  s i x -  
lim b ed  c r e a t u r e s  w h erea s  th r o u g h o u t  f i v e  h u n d re d  
y e a r s  o f  e v o l u t io n  f i s h e s ,  r e p t i l e s ,  b i r d s  and 
mammals h av e  h ad  th e  b a s i c  f o u r - l im b e d  s t r u c t u r e .
He c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  " d r a g o n s ,  g r i f f i t h s ,  c e n ta u r s  
and a n g e ls  b e lo n g  to  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  l i n e ­
a g e ,  th e  e v o l u t io n a r y  h i s t o r y  o f  w h ich  i s  sh ro u d e d  
in  m y s te r y ."  H o g a r th , i n  a  r e p ly  to  t h i s  a r t i c l e  
(N a tu r e ,  V o l. 264 , 607 ; 1976) d e fe n d s  h i s  e s t im a te  
o f  5000 y e a r s  b e f o r e  th e  p r e s e n t ,  c la im in g  t h a t  
th e  t o t a l  d ep en d en ce  on human im a g in a t io n  f o r  t h e i r  
e x i s t e n c e  p r e c lu d e s  an o r i g i n  e a r l i e r  th a n  th e  
l a t e  P l e i s t o c e n e .

Of c o u r s e ,  r e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  j o u r n a l  w i l l  know 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  i n c o r r e c t .  D ragons h av e  b ee n  a ro u n d  
f o r  much lo n g e r  th a n  5000 y e a r s .  They abounded  in  
th e  F i r s t  Age o f  M idd le  E a r th  and l i v e d  p r a c t i c a l l y  
f o r e v e r  u n le s s  k i l l e d  (H o b b it,  p .  3 5 ) .  The H idden  
C i ty ,  G o n d o lin , was d e s t r o y e d  by a h o s t  o f  d ra g o n s  
and o r e s  n e a r  th e  end o f  th e  F i r s t  Age (H o b b it,  
p . 6 1 ) ,  b u t  w ith  th e  p a s s in g  o f  M o rg o th , m ost o f  
th e  d ra g o n s  w ere  s l a i n  and o n ly  th e  s t r o n g e s t  and 
m ost cu n n in g  s u r v iv e d .  One o f  th e s e  was Smaug who 
d ie d  n e a r  th e  end  o f  th e  T h ird  A ge, b u t  I  fa n c y  
some o f  h i s  r e l a t i v e  s t i l l  s u r v iv e  — d ra g o n s  a r e  
im m ensely  p o w e r fu l ,  c u n n in g  and u n s c ru p u lo u s .

Jo h n  H. C h a lm e rs , J r .  H o u sto n , T exas

Two s h o r t  comments on J o e  R. C h r i s t o p h e r 's  
re v ie w  o f  " A n ia ra ,"  w h ich  a p p e a re d  i n  M y th lo re  15 , 
a r e  i n  o r d e r .  One i s  t h a t  " loxod rom e" i s  a  s t a n ­
d a rd  n a v i g a t i o n a l  te rm  and th e  se c o n d  i s  t h a t  
"A n ia ra "  was made i n t o  an o p e ra  i n  th e  l a t e  5 0 ' s .  
The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  to  my k n o w led g e , 
"A n ia ra "  was th e  f i r s t  o p e ra  t o  u se  e l e c t r o n i c  
m u sic  (m o s tly  i n  M im a's p a r t ) .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  
com poser was K a r l - B i r g e r  B lom dah l, b u t  I  d o n ' t  
h av e  th e  r e s o u r c e s  a t  h and  to  r e f e r e n c e  i t  r i g h t  
now. A r e c e n t  Schwann c a ta lo g u e  w ould  s e t t l e  th e  
q u e s t io n  and a l s o  i n d i c a t e  w h e th e r  th e  r e c o r d in g  
i s  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e .  Anyway, "A n ia ra "  s ta n d s  as 
th e  f i r s t  e l e c t r o n i c  SF o p e ra .

A le x e i  K o n d ra tie v  F lu s h in g ,  New York

On th e  s u b j e c t  o f  "w hat h ap p en s  t o  an e l f  who 
d i e s , "  one c o u ld  r e c a l l  R ic h a rd  P u r t i l l ' s  th e o ry  
in  L ord o f  th e  E lv e s  and E l d i l s  (p p . 129 f f . ) :  i f
Arwen i s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  th e  o n ly  e l f  to  h av e  " t r u l y  
d i e d ,"  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  many e lv e s  h av e  b ee n  
k i l l e d  i n  th e  w ars o f  M id d le - E a r th ,  "some s o r t  o f  
t r a n s l a t i o n  'b ey o n d  th e  W e ste rn  S e a ' f o r  e lv e s  who 
' d i e '  i n  M id d le - e a r th  w ould  a c c o u n t f o r  t h i s  a p p a r ­
e n t  i n c o n s i s t e n c y . "  P u r t i l l  p o in t s  t o  G l o r f i n d e l 's  
t r a n s f i g u r a t i o n  a t  th e  f o r d  n e a r  R iv e n d e l l  (when 
h e  a p p e a rs  " a s  h e  i s  upon th e  o th e r  s id e " )  and con­
c lu d e s  : " E v id e n t ly  th e  e lv e s  a r e  n o t  w h o lly  o f
t h i s  w o rld  ev en  when th e y  d w e ll i n  M id d le - e a r th ."  
(One m ig h t add t h a t  A rw en 's  "d y in g "  im p l ie s  th e  
v a n is h in g  o f  h e r  e n t i t y  "on  th e  o th e r  s i d e " ;  t h i s  
r e c a l l s  th e  s c e n e  in  Jo y  C h a n t 's  Red Moon and B la c k
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M ounta in  i n  w hich  I n 's e r i n n a ' s  s t a r  v a n i s h e s  from  
th e  h e a v e n s  when sh e  c h o o se s  to  m arry  a m o r ta l . )
As f o r  th e  O r e s , T o lk ie n  may in d e e d  h av e  in te n d e d  
them  to  be s o u l - l e s s ,  y e t  somehow I  d o u b t i t .
D uring  much o f  th e  T h ird  Age ( c f .  The H o b b it  and 
LotR  I I I ,  p p . 4 3 9 -4 4 6 ) , when S a u r o n 's  pow er was in  
e c l i p s e  and th e  O res w ere as " f r e e "  o f  i t  a s  th e y  
e v e r  c o u ld  b e ,  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e y  had  t h e i r  own 
k in g s ,  and we l e a r n  from  The H o b b it  (p . 73) t h a t  
th e y  in v e n te d  many in g e n io u s  m ach in es ( a l b e i t  d e ­
s t r u c t i v e  o n e s ) . T h is  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  
p u r p o s e le s s ,  s t u p i d l y •m a lig n a n t  s c u r r y in g  o f  th e  
O res i n  L o tR . A h i e r a r c h i c a l  c o n c e p t o f  s o c i e t y  
and s k i l l  i n  c r a f ts m a n s h ip  a r e  good th in g s  i n  them ­
s e l v e s ,  ev en  i f  th e y  a r e  s t i l l  b e in g  u se d  f o r  c r u e l  
and d e s t r u c t i v e  e n d s . S in c e ,  i n  c r e a t i n g  th e  O re s , 
M orgoth a r t i f i c i a l l y  tw is t e d  a n a tu r e  t h a t  was 
b a s i c a l l y  goo d , c o u ld  n o t  t h i s  t im id  r e a p p e a ra n c e  
o f  p o s i t i v e  t r a i t s  be a s ig n  o f  N a tu re  r e - a s s e r t i n g  
i t s e l f ?  P e rh a p s  i f  th e  O res had  re m a in e d  untam ­
p e re d  w ith  by a g e n ts  o f  th e  Shadow f o r  a  lo n g  
enough t im e ,  N a tu re  a lo n e  w ould  h av e  b ee n  enough 
to  h e a l  them .

In  answ er to  M a rg a re t H a n n a y 's  in f e r e n c e  
t h a t  Lew is was a  " r a c i s t "  b e c a u s e  he made H y o i 's  
b la c k n e s s  f r i g h t e n i n g  to  Ransom, one n eed  o n ly  
p o in t  to  V a le r i e  P r o to p a p a s ' e x c e l l e n t  l e t t e r  in  
M y th lo re  13 on th e  a r c h e ty p a l  n e g a t iv e  v a lu e  o f  
b la c k n e s s .  M enacing c r e a t u r e s  have b ee n  b la c k  
in  f o l k t a l e s  s in c e  tim e  im m em oria l. S om eth ing  
t h a t  i s  b o th  " v e ry  b ig "  and " v e ry  b la c k "  w ould  
make an i d e a l  n u r s e r y  bogey (and  rem em ber t h a t  Out 
o f  th e  S i l e n t  P la n e t  i s  R ansom 's e n fa n c e '. ) . As 
Ms. P ro to p a p a s  n o t e s ,  o n ly  r e c e n t l y  h a s  th e  w ord 
"b la c k "  come to  be a r a c i a l  te rm ; Lew is p ro b a b ly  
d i d n ' t  th in k  o f  i t  i n  t h a t  c o n te x t .

D ale W. Sim pson

J e s s i c a  K em b all-C o o k ' s n o te  on th e  e ty m o lo g y  
o f  "M oria" in  "T h ree  N o tes  on Names in  T o lk ie n  and 
L ew is ,"  M y th p r in t , 15 , No. 2 (F e b ru a ry  1 9 7 7 ) , a r ­
gues f o r  a N o r th e rn  o r i g i n  f o r  th e  p la c e -n a m e  
"M o ria ."  H owever, I  w ould  s u g g e s t ,  w ith  P a t  
Moynehan (whose n o te  in  Amon Hen I  h av e  n o t  r e a d ) , 
t h a t  th e  e v id e n c e  w i th in  L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  p o in t s  
more to w ard  a " l a t i n a t e "  o r i g i n ,  in  t h i s  c a s e .
The w ord m oria  i s  a m odern L a t in  w ord m eaning 
" D u lln e s s ,  o r  F o l ly ,  o r  S t u p i d i t y , .  . . a d e f e c t
o f  Judgm ent and U n d e rs ta n d in g "  (OED, V o l. 6 , p .
6 6 3 ) , d e r iv in g  u l t i m a t e l y  from  a G reek te rm  mean­
in g  " f o l l y . "  I  th in k  t h a t  i t s  L a t in  m eaning i s  
more th a n  a " c o in c id e n c e "  i n  L ord o f  th e  R in g s ,  
th o u g h , a s  I  hope th e  f o l lo w in g  d i s c u s s io n  w i l l  
show.

When th e  F e llo w s h ip  lim p s  in to  L o th lo r ie n  
a f t e r  G a n d a l f 's  d o w n fa ll  a t  th e  h an d s o f  th e  B a l-  
rog  in  M o ria , th e  news th e y  b r in g  to  C e le b o rn  and 
G a la d r ie l  sh o c k s  th e  E l f - r u l e r s .  C e le b o rn  r e p l i e s  
som ewhat r a s h ly  to  th e  e v i l  new s, s a y in g :  "And i f
i t  w ere p o s s i b l e ,  one w ould  say  t h a t  a t  th e  l a s t  
G an d a lf  f e l l  from  wisdom i n t o  f o l l y ,  g o in g  n e e d ­
l e s s l y  i n t o  th e  n e t  o f  M oria" ( I ,  461 , p b k ) . I  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  o n ly  th e  l a t i n a t e  s o u rc e  can  f u n c t io n  
w ith  any k in d  o f  m eaning in  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  p ro d u c ­
in g  a s u b t l e  n am e-p lay  f o r  w hich we o u g h t to  g iv e  
T o lk ie n  th e  c r e d i t ,  n o t  "m odern r e a d e r s  o n ly ,"  as  
Ms. K em ball-C ook s u g g e s t s .  W hile  i t  may b e  t r u e  
t h a t  t h i s  pun i s  m e a n in g fu l f o r  m odern r e a d e r s  
o n ly ,  we m ust n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  a l l  puns i n  L ord  o f  
th e  R in g s ,  w h e th e r  on M id d le - e a r th  names o r  on th e  
a c tu a l  te rm s from  r e a l  la n g u a g e s  w hich  u n d e r l i e  
even  th e  M id d le - e a r th  nam es, a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  f o r  
modern r e a d e r s .  I t  does n o t  m a t te r  to  me w h e th e r  
C e le b o rn  o r  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  w ere  aw are o f  a M id d le -  
e a r th  pun on th e  name M o ria ; i t  seem s to  b e  more 
th a n  a c o in c id e n c e  t h a t  i t  i s  a pun in  t h i s  c o n te x t .  
And i f  th e  L a t in -G re e k  s o u rc e  i s  n o t  p ro o f  enough 
o f  an i n t e n t i o n a l  pun h e r e ,  th e n  c e r t a i n l y  even  
th e  M id d le - e a r th  c o n n o ta t io n  o f  M oria  s u g g e s ts  
" f o l l y . "

R o b e rt F o s t e r 's  G uide to  M id d le -E a r th  s u g g e s ts

t h a t  M oria  means " b la c k  p i t "  i n  th e  W e stro n  o r  
Com mon-speech o f  M id d le - e a r th .  I  b e l i e v e  i n s t e a d  
t h a t  i t s  M id d le - e a r th  m ean ing  i s  p r o b a b ly  c l o s e r  
t o  th e  L a t in -G r e e k .  In  M id d le - e a r th  a name d ep en d s 
upon i t s  c u l t u r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  w h ich  r e s u l t s  i n  a 
m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  names f o r  th e  same p e r s o n ,  p l a c e ,  
o r  t h i n g .  F o r i n s t a n c e ,  G a n d a lf  s a y s  o f  h im s e l f :  

Many are my names in m any countries . . . M ithrandir 
among the  Elves, T harkun to  the  Dwarves; Olorin I was 
in my youth  in the West th a t is fo rgotten , in the  South 
Incanus, in the  N orth Gandalf . . . .

(II, 353)
I n h e r e n t  in  th e  v a r io u s  names a r e  p ro b a b ly  th e  q u a l ­
i t i e s  o f  th e  w iz a rd  m ost m a n i f e s t  i n  th e  d i f f e r e n t  
r e g io n s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r a l  
c o n n o t a t i o n s .  The p r i n c i p l e  h o ld s  t r u e  f o r  M o ria ,

a l s o :  th e  Dwarves " r e a l "  name f o r  th e  o ld  m o u n ta in
kingdom  i s  Khazad-Dum, b u t  M oria  seem s to  h av e  .been  
th e  name g iv e n  to  i t  by th e  E lv e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  
i t s  pow er grew . Som etim e a f t e r  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  
T h ir d  Age, ho w ev er, th e  Dwarves d e lv e d  to o  d e e p ly  
i n t o  M oria  i n  t h e i r  s e a r c h  f o r  m i t h r i l ,  s t i r r i n g  
a  th in g  o f  e v i l  w h ich  had  s l e p t  t h e r e  f o r  c o u n t­
l e s s  y e a r s ,  and t h e i r  r e a lm  came to  an end i n  a 
f u ry  o f  d e a th  and d e s t r u c t i o n  ( I I I ,  4 3 9 ) . As 
T o lk ie n  l a t e r  s a y s ,  th e  dw arves w ere  in f la m e d  
w ith  a l u s t  f o r  goJ.d and p r e c io u s  t h i n g s ,  " so  t h a t  
i f  th e y  la c k e d  them  a l l  o th e r  good th in g s  seem ed 
p r o f i t l e s s  . . . "  ( I l l ,  4 4 6 ) . W ith r e s p e c t  to  th e  
r e l a t i v e  w o rth  o f  p r e c io u s  m e ta ls  and je w e ls ,  th e n ,  
th e  Dwarves and E lv e s  d id  n o t  s e e  ey e  t o  e y e .
H ence, I  s u g g e s t ,  th e  E lv e s ' a p t  name " F o lly "  f o r  
th e  m o u n ta in  kingdom  o f  th e  D w arves.

Viewed from  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  w h ich  i s  more 
p r e f e r q b l e  f o r  me, i t  i s  th e  a l l u s i o n  to  " S o r ia  
M oria  C a s t le "  w hich  seem s to  b e  c o i n c i d e n t a l .  So 
much th e  b e t t e r  f o r  T e u to n ic  o r  S c a n d in a v ia n  p l a c e -  
names i n  T o lk i e n 's  w o rk , b u t  n o t  t o  th e  o v e r s ig h t  
o r  l e s s e n i n g  o f  a b e a u t i f u l  pun l i k e  M o ria .

C o n c e rn in g  L . Duke F l e c k e n s t e i n ' s  s p e c u la t io n s  
a b o u t th e  I s t a r i  and y o u r  r e s p o n s e ,  I  a g re e  w ith
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y o u r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  d e r iv e d  "on v e ry  good a u th o r ­
i t y , "  p re su m a b ly  p r iv y  in f o r m a t io n .  H ow ever, T o l­
k ie n  h im s e lf  h as  p ro v id e d  a c lu e  t o  th e  o r i g i n  and 
n a tu r e  o f  th e  I s t a r i ,  i n  th e  n o te s  a t  th e  end o f
The Road Goes E ver On and On. On p . 66 o f  t h a t  
w ork , T o lk ie n  w r i t e s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  Quenya w ord 
F a n u ilo s  i n  "A E lb e r te h  G i l t h o n i e l "  t h a t  fa n a  r e ­
f e r s  t o  th e  " ' v e i l s '  o r  ' r a i m e n t '  i n  w hich  th e  
V a la r  p r e s e n te d  th e m se lv e s  to  p h y s i c a l  e y e s " :

These were the  bodies in which they  were self incarnated. 
They usually took  the  shape of the  bodies of Elves (and 
Men) . . .  In these fanas they  later presented themselves 
to  the Elves, and appeared as persons of majestic (bu t not 
gigantic) stature, vested in robes expressing their individual 
natures and functions. The High Elves said th a t these 
form s v/ere always in some degree radiant, as if suffused 
with a light from  within. In Quenya, then, fana thus 
came to  signify the  radiant and majestic figure of one of 
the great Valar.

T h is  d e s c r i p t i o n  rem in d s me o f  th e  ro b e s  o f  S a ru -  
man and G a n d a lf ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  how th e y  " e x p re s s  
t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  n a tu r e s "  ( i . e . ,  th e  w h i te  ro b e s  
o f  Sarum an and G a n d a lf ,  th e  e a r l i e r  g re y  o f  Gan­
d a l f  and th e  l a t e r  i r i d e s c e n t  o f  S arum an; w h ite  
sy m b o liz in g  p u r i t y  and h ig h  s t a t i o n ,  and i r i d e s ­
c e n t  s y m b o liz in g  c u n n in g  and d e c e i t ) . T h e re  i s  no 
q u e s t io n  in  my m ind t h a t  th e  f i v e  I s t a r i  w ere  a t  
l e a s t  more p o w e r fu l th a n  th e  H igh E lv e s ,  i f  n o t  
V a la r  th e m s e lv e s .  F u r th e rm o re ,  I  c a n n o t ig n o r e  
th e  o b v io u s  C h r i s t i a n  (o r  p r e - C h r i s t i a n )  p a r a l l e l  
o f  p u re  o r  d iv in e  s p i r i t  t a k in g  on human form  as  
a s a c r i f i c e  i n  o r d e r  to  h e lp  sa v e  f a l l e n  Man from  
th e  pow ers o f  d a r k n e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  we s e e  t h i s  
p r e s e n te d  in  th e  r o l e  o f  G a n d a lf .

J e s s i c a  K em ball-C ook L ondon, U.K.

I  much a p p r e c ia te d  th e  a r t i c l e  by M a rg a ra t 
Hannay on C. S . L e w is 's  a t t i t u d e  to  women, and a 
tw o - p a r t  a r t i c l e  by m y se lf  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e in g  
s e r i a l i z e d  in  o u r  jo u r n a l  M a llo rn .  The f i r s t  p a r t ,

a l r e a d y  p u b l i s h e d ,  d e a l s  w ith  T o lk ie n ,  a t te m p t in g  
to  d e fe n d  him  a g a i n s t  c h a rg e s  o f  's e x i s m . '  The 
se c o n d  p a r t ,  a b o u t th e  N a rn ia  s t o r i e s ,  makes th e  
p o i n t  t h a t  C. S . L ew is h a t e d  th o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  wo­
men w h ich  th e  W omen's Movement a l s o  d e t e s t :  r e ­
l i a n c e  on m ake-up and 'dumb b lo n d e ' b e h a v io r  a c ­
c o r d in g  to  th e  o ld  s t e r e o t y p e s ,  a s  shown i n  th e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  L a s a r a le e n .  None o f  th e  E a r th  c h i l d ­
r e n  m a rry , b u t  m a r r ia g e  i s  n o rm a l f o r  th e  N a rn ia n  
p r i n c e s .  The H orse and H is Boy and Voyage o f  th e  
Dawn T re a d e r  b o th  c o n c lu d e  w i th  an ( o f f - s t a g e )  
m a r r ia g e .  The a r t i c l e  i s  e n t i t l e d  'M ale  C h au v in ­
i s t  L io n s . '

B ra n to n  G. Lachman C o ro n a , C a l i f o r n i a

Jam es S p r e c k le s ' comments (M y th lo re  15) on 
G a n d a lf ,  a n g e l s ,  and r i n g s  a r e  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  
b u t  I  th in k  he i s  m is ta k e n  on s e v e r a l  im p o r ta n t  
p o i n t s .

None o f  th e  r i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  i n d i c a t e d  a s  b e in g  
a p r im a ry  s o u r c e  o f  p ow er. I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  e x p l i c ­
i t l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  to  w ie ld  th e  G re a t  R ing e f f e c t i v e ­
ly  r e q u i r e d  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  pow er ( I  350 , 474) and 
t h i s  i s  n o t  a to o  im p ro b a b le  i n f e r e n c e  t o  make 
to w a rd s  th e  o th e r  r i n g s .

S e c o n d ly , i t  i s  b o th  f i t t i n g  and  p r e s e r v i n g  o f  
sym m etry t h a t  th e  T h re e  R in g s w ere  p o s s e s s e d  and 
a c t i v e l y  u se d  by th e  t h r e e  g r e a t e s t  o p p o n e n ts  o f  
S au ro n  in  th e  T h ir d  Age — G a n d a lf ,  E lr o n d ,  and 
G a l a d r i e l .

G a n d a lf  does a n t i c i p a t e  C h r i s t ,  y e t  i s  n o t  
M e s s ia s ,  t h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  n o t  p e rh a p s  
ev en  p r o p e r  t h a t  h e  p a r a l l e l  C h r i s t  i n  a l l  a c t i o n s .  
Even i f  t h i s  w ere  n o t  s o ,  i t  i s  r e c o rd e d  t h a t  
C h r i s t  a t  t im e s  u se d  " d e v ic e s "  su c h  a s  p l a c in g  mud 
m ixed  w i th  s p i t t l e  on  a b l i n d  m a n 's  e y e s  (Jo h n  9 : 
6 - 7 ;  a l s o  s e e  Mark 7 :3 3 - 3 5 ,  8 :2 2 - 2 5 ) .

M ost im p o r t a n t ly ,  m aking th e  r i n g  i n v i s i b l e  on 
G a n d a l f 's  h and  i s  n o t  a "p o o r  p lo y , "  b u t  o n e  o f  
th e  m ost b e a u t i f u l  and m e a n in g fu l  sy m b o lism s in  
The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s .  F i r s t ,  i t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  
t h a t  th e  o th e r  two r i n g s  a l s o  re m a in e d  i n v i s i b l e  on 
t h e i r  k e e p e r s ' h an d s u n t i l  th e  f i n a l  p a r t i n g  when 
th e y  w ere  s h o rn  o f  t h e i r  pow er. One t im e ,  F rodo  
i s  p r i v i l e g e d  to  s e e  G a l a d r i e l ' s  r i n g  w h erea s  Sam 
o n ly  saw a s t a r  th ro u g h  h e r  f i n g e r  ( I  4 7 4 ) .  E lro n d  
a l s o  e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  T h re e  R in g s a r e  
k e p t  h id d e n  (I  3 5 2 ) .

The im p o r ta n t  sym b o lism  i s  t h a t  th e  One R ing 
was a consum er o f  s o u l s ,  in e x o r a b ly  s a p p in g  th e  
b e in g  and s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  a l l  who t r i e d  to  u se  i t .  
The p o s s e s s o r s  becam e th e  p o s s e s s e d .  T h a t th e  
w e a re r  becom es i n v i s i b l e  i s  a  sym bol o f  t h e  n e g a ­
t i o n  o r  s u b l im a t io n  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n t o  th e  
R in g .

On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h e  T h re e  R in g s w ere  made 
to  b e  " ta k e n  up" i n t o  t h e i r  k e e p e r s ,  to  augm ent 
and  fo c u s  o n e 's  n a t u r a l  f o r c e  and t a l e n t s .  T h is  
i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  s y m b o liz e d  by th e s e  r i n g s  becom ing  
i n v i s i b l e  on t h e i r  w e a r e r 's  h a n d s .  They draw  no 
a t t e n t i o n  to  th e m s e lv e s ,  r a t h e r  a r e  a s s i m i l a t e d  
i n t o  t h e i r  p o s s e s s o r s .  T h u s , th e  c o n t r a s t  b e ­
tw een  th e  c o m p e ll in g  n a t u r e  o f  th e  One R ing and 
th e  r e f l e x i v e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  T h re e  i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  
p o r t r a y e d  in  t h i s  one r e s p e c t .

E d g ar L. Chapman

I  c a n ' t  t e l l  you  how much I 'v e  e n jo y e d  th e  
l a s t  t h r e e  i s s u e s  o f  M y th lo re  (1 2 , 1 3 , 14) and 
how much I  ad m ire  th e  g ro w th  o f  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
i n t o  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  lo o k in g  w o rk , y e t  w i th  many 
lo v e ly  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t h a t  p ro b a b ly  w o u ld n 't  be 
fo u n d  in  some o f  th e  m ore a u s t e r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
j o u r n a l s .

C o n c e rn in g  Mr. S te v e n  C h a n 's  l e t t e r  a b o u t my 
re v ie w  o f  The N o t-W o r ld .  Mr. Chan v e ry  p r o p e r ly  
o f f e r s  a c o r r e c t i o n  on my comment on th e  p r e v a l ­
en c e  o f  dom inance o f  women in  th e  f a n ta s y  f i e l d .  
T h a t s ta te m e n t  i s  th e  s o r t  o f  sw eep in g  g e n e r a l i z a -
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t i o n  t h a t  a r e v ie w e r  makes a t  h i s  p e r i l .
The t r u t h  i s  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  know a n y th in g  

a b o u t L lo y d  A le x a n d e r 's  b o o k s , when I  w ro te  th e  
r e v ie w , and Mr. Chan c o r r e c t l y  re m in d s  me o f  them . 
S in c e  th e n ,  my f r i e n d ,  P r o f e s s o r  D oug las Rossman 
o f  LSU h a s  c o n v in c e d  me o f  t h e i r  m e r i t ,  and I  h av e  
d is c o v e r e d  them  f o r  m y s e lf .

The re v ie w  was w r i t t e n  a lo n g  tim e  a g o , and 
b e f o r e  R ic h a rd  A dam s's W a te rsh ip  Down h ad  made 
much o f  an im p a c t.  S in c e  th e n ,  I 'v e  r e a d  W ater-  
s h ip  and S h a r d ik  and r e g a r d  b o th  w orks a s  v i r i l e  
w r i t i n g .

When I  sp o k e  o f  m ale f a n ta s y  w r i t e r s  as  b e in g  
in  r e t r e a t  o r  i n  o t h e r  f i e l d s ,  I  was th in k i n g  o f  
Avram D a v id so n , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  who h a s n ' t  h ad  much 
p u b l i c  s u c c e s s  w ith  h i s  w o rk , and some f a n ta s y  
w r i t e r s  l i k e  F r i t z  L e ib e r  and S p ra g u e  de Camp, who 
a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  th e  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  com m unity 
o r  w r i t i n g  n o n - f i c t i o n .

I  im a g in e  I  f e l t  t h a t  way a b o u t R oger Z e lazn y  
and M ic h ae l M oorcock to o ,  a l th o u g h  i t ' s  becom ing  
in c r e a s i n g l y  o b v io u s  t h a t  Z e la z n y  and  M oorcock a r e  
f a n ta s y  w r i t e r s  who m a sq u erad e  as  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  
w r i t e r s  — i f  t h e r e 's  p o i n t  t o  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  
any m ore. Mr. Chan m e n tio n s  L ord  o f  L ig h t  and 
Z e la z n y 's  Amber s e r i e s  w ith  a p p r o v a l .  I  co n c ed e  
t h a t  L ord  o f  L ig h t  h a s  m e r i t  ( I 'm  te a c h in g  i t  t h i s  
s p r i n g ) ,  and I  e n jo y e d  J a c k  o f  Shadow s. B u t th e  
Amber s e r i e s  I  f in d  u n r e a d a b le .  I t  seem s t o  me to  
c o n s i s t  o f  d e r i v a t i v e  p o t b o i l e r s ,  an o p in io n  a l s o  
h e ld  by A le x e i  and Cory P a n s h in ,  a l th o u g h  th e  
P a n s h in s  h av e  i n d i c a t e d  some im provem en t in  S ig n  
o f  th e  U n ico rn . T h ese  books c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  seem  
to  me on th e  l e v e l  o f  Mary S te w a r t ,  o r  E v a n g e lin e  
W alto n .

As f o r  M ic h ae l M oorcock: I  had  r e a d  e i g h t  o r
te n  o f  h i s  b o o k s , i n c lu d in g  th e  s i x  i n  th e  K n ig h t 
o f  th e  Swords s e r i e s ,  b u t  w i th o u t  b e in g  im p re s s e d  
by him  v e ry  much. M oorcock i s  a t a l e n t e d ,  f a c i l e  
e n t e r t a i n e r ,  and m ost o f  h i s  f a n ta s y  n o v e ls  seem  
in v e n te d  a s  he goes a lo n g .  He w r i t e s  and p u b l i s h e s  
to o  much, maybe b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  to  make a l i v i n g  by 
h i s  w r i t i n g ,  b u t  he rem in d s  me o f  Max B ra n d , th e  
en o rm o u sly  p r o l i f i c  o ld  E a s te r n  w r i t e r :  so  much i s  
good t h a t  you w ish  he w ould  c o n c e n t r a t e  h i s  t a l e n t s ,  
ta k e  h i s  tim e  and r e a l l y  d e l i v e r  th e  goods i n  one 
s o l i d  b o o k . M o o rc o c k 's  s e l f - p i t y i n g  W e r th e r - l ik e  
h e ro e s  a r e  a p a in  in  th e  s o l a r  p le x u s ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  
am c o n c e rn e d ; th e y  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  h av e  much to  w hine 
a b o u t ,  com pared w ith  th e  k in d  o f  a n g u is h  t h a t  
W illia m  M o rris  fa c e d  a l l  h i s  l i f e ,  b u t  you  d o n ' t  
s e e  a M o rris  h e ro  s i t t i n g  a ro u n d  in  a mood o f  f i n e  
a e s t h e t i c  d e s p a i r  . . . F o r t h a t  r e a s o n ,  I  p r e f e r  
The I c e  S chooner  and K onrad A r f la n e  to  M o o rco c k 's  
o th e r  b o o k s .

A c tu a l ly ,  th e n ,  to  sum u p , I  d i d n ' t  th in k  
Z e lazn y  o r  M oorcock w ere  r e a l l y  w r i t i n g  on th e  
l e v e l  o f  T o lk ie n ,  L e w is , W a lto n , K u r tz ,  C h a n t,  and 
th e  g ra n d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  f a n ta s y  t h a t  b r e a th e s  th e  
s p i r i t  o f  l i f e  i n t o  g r e a t  m y th ic  them es and c h a r ­
a c t e r s .  Z e la z n y , a c a p a b le  a d v e n tu r e  w r i t e r ,  may 
someday p ro d u c e  a f i n e  f a n t a s y ,  b u t  I  d o u b t t h a t  
M oorcock i s  e v e r  g o in g  to  be a n y th in g  b u t  an  a g in g  
h a c k . A t th e  tim e  o f  th e  r e v ie w , to o ,  i n  J a n u a ry  
o f  1975, I  h a d n ' t  y e t  ru n  i n t o  P o u l A n d e r s o n 's  A 
Midsummer T e m p e s t , w h ich  i s  much c l o s e r  t o  th e  
l e v e l  o f  a c h ie v e m e n t I  was lo o k in g  f o r .  I  had  
a l s o  h e a rd  Gordon D ick so n  m e n tio n  h i s  p la n s  to  
w r i t e  a "sw ord  and s o r c e ry "  n o v e l way b ac k  in  1972, 
when D ickson  v i s i t e d  P e o r i a ,  and t h i s  r e f e r e n c e  
was to  th e  book t h a t ,  p re su m a b ly , becam e The Dragon 
and th e  G eorge. B u t D ick so n  m e n tio n e d  c o n t r a c t s  
f o r  so  many w r i t i n g  p r o j e c t s  a t  th e  t im e ,  t h a t  i t  
was o b v io u s  t h a t  we s h o u ld  n o t  h o ld  o u r  b r e a t h s .  
Anyhow, I  h a v e n ' t  y e t  b een  a b le  t o  r e a d  The Dragon 
and th e  George t o  s e e  w h e th e r  i t  i s  co m p arab le  to  
A nderson  in  q u a l i t y .  In  s h o r t ,  t h a t  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  
to  w hich  Mr. Chan t a k e s  e x c e p t io n  was th e  k in d  o f  
a s in in e  rem ark  t h a t  a re v ie w e r  s h o u ld  r e s t r a i n  
h im s e lf  from  ty p in g .  B u t i t  d id  seem t o  make a 
l i t t l e  m ore s e n s e  to  me b ac k  in  J a n u a r y  1975 th a n  
i t  does in  th e  p r e s e n t  c o n t e x t .

I n  s h o r t ,  th e n ,  w h i le  I  may h a v e  h a d  some b a ­
s i s  f o r  my g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  when I  made i t  b a c k  in  
J a n u a r y  o f  1975 , i n  J a n u a r y  o f  1977 i t  i s  n o t  a c ­
c u r a t e ,  and I  p r o b a b ly  s h o u l d n ' t  h av e  w r i t t e n  th e  
comment i n  any e v e n t .  I  w ish  t o  th a n k  Mr. Chan 
f o r  c a l l i n g  t h a t  p o i n t  to  my a t t e n t i o n ,  ev e n  i f  he 
and I  do n o t  a g re e  on who th e  b e s t  m ale  f a n ta s y  
w r i t e r s  a r e .

P .S .  G le n , you  may w an t to  e x c e r p t  some p a r a g ra p h s  
from  t h i s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  C h a n 's  l e t t e r .  I  d o n ' t  e x ­
p e c t  t h i s  t o  b e  p r i n t e d  in  e n t i r e t y .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
I  h av e  th e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  b o th  P r in c e  o f  Aunwan 
and Song o f  R h iannon  a r e  r e c e n t  w o rk s . I s  t h i s  s o ,  
o r  n o t?

T e r r i  W illia m s  P o r t l a n d ,  O regon

A f te r  r e a d in g  b o th  Gene M cG overn 's  l e t t e r  and 
M a rg a re t  H a n n a y 's  r e s p o n s e  i n  M y th lo re  1 5 , I  am a t  
a l o s s  a s  to  why th e y  c o n s id e r  " P r i e s t e s s e s  i n  th e

C hurch?" th e  l e a s t  p e r s u a s iv e  o f  L e w is 's  e s s a y s ,  
u n le s s  i t  i s  o n ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  d i s a g r e e  w i th  h im . 
D isa g re e m e n t i s  t h e i r  r i g h t ,  b u t  l e t ' s  lo o k  a t  th e  
e s s a y  to  s e e  i f  i t  r e a l l y  i s  weak (w hich  i s  w h a t I  
assum e a s  th e  c o n te x t  f o r  " l e a s t  p e r s u a s i v e " ) .

Some in t r o d u c to r y  rem a rk s  on th e  g e n e r a l  s u b ­
j e c t  o f  p r i e s t s  m ig h t b e  h e l p f u l .

The d e s ig n a t io n  o f  p r i e s t s  i s  e x c lu s i v e ly  
G o d 's  c h o ic e ,  and i t  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  n o t  b a s e d  on 
th e  m e r i t  sy s te m . N ote  th e  outcom e o f  K o ra h 's  
a t te m p t  to  b u rn  in c e n s e  b e f o r e  th e  L ord  b a s e d  on 
th e  a rg u m en t t h a t  a l l  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  I s r a e l  
was h o ly .  (Numbers 16)

T h ere  w ere  s t r i c t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  f u l f i l l m e n t  
o f  p r i e s t l y  d u t i e s  i n  th e  O ld T e s ta m e n t beyond  th e  
l in e a g e  r e q u ir e m e n t .  They in c lu d e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  on 
u n c le a n n e s s  and p h y s ic a l  d e f e c t s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  
b o th  p r o s p e c t iv e  p r i e s t  and p r o s p e c t iv e  s a c r i f i c e  
w ere  d i s q u a l i f i e d  on th e  b a s i s  o f  p h y s i c a l  d e f e c t s .  
(Lev. 21 and 22) (C o n tra ry  t o  M a rg a re t H an n a y 's  
a s s e r t i o n ,  th e  a rg u m e n t a g a i n s t  women p r i e s t e s s e s  
b a s e d  on m e n s tr u a t io n  w ould  b e  a s t r i c t l y  th e o lo g -
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i c a l  a rg u m e n t i f  ta k e n  from  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  I t  w ou ld  
n o t  b e  a " s u p e r s t i t i o u s  ta b o o "  u n le s s  God i s  a 
g iv e r  o f  s u c h ,  i n  w h ich  c a s e  p r i e s t s  th e m s e lv e s  
w ou ld  b e  p r o d u c ts  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  ta b o o .)  In  th e  
New T e s ta m e n t r e q u ir e m e n ts  w ere  ch a n g ed  b u t  n o t  
a b r o g a te d .  ( I  Tim. 3; T i tu s  1)

K eep in g  t h i s  b a c k g ro u n d  in  m in d , two p r i n c i ­
p l e s  o f  p r i e s t h o o d  becom e a p p a r e n t :

1) God c h o o s e s  who s h a l l  s e r v e  Him and  H is  
p e o p le  a s  p r i e s t s ;  th e y  do n o t  ch o o se  
th e m s e lv e s .

2) God o r d a in s  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  th e y  m u st 
f u l f i l l  to  s e r v e  a s  p r i e s t s .  T h is  i s  n o t  
th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  
th e  c h u rc h  o r  o f  th e  p r i e s t s  th e m s e lv e s .

T h u s , i n  th e  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  e i t h e r  who w i l l  b e  
p r i e s t s  o r  w h a t r u l e s  s h a l l  a p p ly  to  them  i t  i s

e x c l u s i v e l y  a m a t te r  o f  G o d 's  c h o ic e  and n o t  a t  
a l l  a m a t te r  o f  o u r  s ta n d a r d s  o r  p r e f e r e n c e s .

W e ll,  w h a t d o es  L ew is sa y  in  " P r i e s t e s s e s  i n  
th e  C h u rch ? "?  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  he a f f i r m s  th e  l e g i t ­
im acy o f  two p o in t s  u se d  to  s u p p o r t  o r d i n a t i o n  o f  
women a s  p r i e s t s .  F i r s t ,  women can  f u l f i l l  p u r e ly  
p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s  as  w e l l  a s  men. By t h i s  h e  a d ­
m its  t h a t  m e r i t  i s  n o t  a t  i s s u e .  S ec o n d , women 
h av e  p la y e d  an im p o r ta n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  
o f  b o th  I s r a e l  and  C h r is te n d o m . T h e re  w ere  p r o ­
p h e t e s s e s  i n  b o th  O ld  T e s ta m e n t and  New T e s ta m e n t 
s c r i p t u r a l  a c c o u n ts .  B u t ,  a s  h e  p o i n t s  o u t ,  th o u g h  
th e r e  w ere  p r o p h e te s s e s ,  t h e r e  w ere  no p r i e s t e s s e s .  
Why?

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  s to p  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  c o n ­
s i d e r  how th e  r e a s o n in g  on t h i s  i s s u e  m u st p r o g e s s .  
Lew is d o es  n o t  t r y  to  p ro v e  t h a t  women s h o u ld  o r  
s h o u ld  n o t  b e  p r i e s t s  from  n a t u r a l  r e a s o n .  R a th e r  
th e  a rg u m e n t f o r  p r i e s t s  m u s t b e  b u i l t  a n o th e r  w ay, 
f o r  th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  f o r  p r i e s t s  a r e  known o n ly  
th ro u g h  r e v e l a t i o n .  We do n o t  d i s c o v e r  them ; th e y  
a r e  g iv e n  to  u s .  As L ew is s a y s ,  t h e s e  u n d e r s ta n d ­
in g s  a r e  "o paque  to  o u r  r e a s o n  th o u g h  n o t  c o n t r a r y  
to  i t .  T h a t i s ,  we c o u ld  n o t  t h i n k  o f  them  o u r ­
s e l v e s ,  b u t  o n ce  we a r e  g iv e n  them  we can  s e e  some 
o f  th e  l o g i c  b e h in d  th em . T h u s , th e  a rg u m e n t o f

" P r i e s t e s s e s  i n  t h e  C h u rch ?"  m u s t b e  r a d i c a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  i n  s t r u c t u r e  th a n ,  f o r  e x a m p le , t h a t  i n  
M ir a c le s .  The o n e  i s  " o p a q u e " ;  th e  o t h e r  i s  s e l f -  
e v i d e n t .  P e rh a p s  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  c a n  b e  b e t t e r  
e x p r e s s e d  on a  d i f f e r e n t  i s s u e .  I t  w o u ld  b e  d i f f i ­
c u l t ,  i f  n o t  im p o s s ib le ,  to  c o n s t r u c t  a  p r o o f  i n  
w h ich  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  J e s u s ' s  d e a th  f o r  t h e  s a l v a ­
t i o n  o f  men w o u ld  b e  s e l f - e v i d e n t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
we know th r o u g h  r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t  i t  w a s . A nd, o n ce  
know ing  t h a t ,  we ca n  c o n s t r u c t  a  r e a s o n a b le  c a s e  
o r  e x p l a n a t io n  f o r  i t  (a s  L ew is d o e s  i n  Mere 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ) . The p r o o f  i s  t h e r e ,  b u t  on e  m u st 
h a v e  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  t o  b e l i e v e  f o r  i t  t o  b e  e f f e c ­
t i v e  .

To r e t u r n  t o  th e  i s s u e  a t  h a n d , why no p r i e s t ­
e s s e s ?  B e c a u s e , a s  L ew is e x p l a i n s ,  t h e  p r i e s t  i s  
a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  The p r i e s t  r e p r e s e n t s  man t o  
God and  God to  man. I n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e  t h e  p r i e s t  m u s t m e e t c e r t a i n  s y m b o lic  r e q u i r e ­
m en ts  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e .  (H ebrew s 5 an d  7 -9  g iv e  us 
some o f  C h r i s t ' s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  b e in g  th e  p e r ­
f e c t  and  e t e r n a l  H igh  P r i e s t . )  To r e p r e s e n t  man 
to  God, e i t h e r  men o r  women c o u ld  s e r v e  b e c a u s e  
m ank ind  i s  b o th  o f  th em . H ow ever, t o  r e p r e s e n t  
God to  man t h e r e  i s  n e e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  
f o r  God i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  th a n  man. I f  t h e  im ag e­
ry  o f  S c r i p t u r e  i s  i n s p i r e d  and  i f  im a g e ry  i s  a t  
a l l  im p o r t a n t ,  th e  w e ig h t  o f  t h e  e v id e n c e  p o i n t s  
to w a rd  th e  a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  God i s  m a s c u l in e  when 
com pared  t o  a f e m in in e  h u m a n ity .  T h a t i s ,  God i s  
o u r  F a t h e r ,  and  we a r e  t h e  b r i d e  o f  C h r i s t .  T h u s , 
th e  p r i e s t  w i th  h i s  m a s c u l i n i t y  w r i t  s m a l l  (b e c a u s e  
i t  i s  m e re ly  s e x u a l)  n e v e r t h e l e s s  d e m o n s tr a te s  to  
some d e g re e  a s p e c i f i c  G o d - l ik e  q u a l i t y  th e  p r i e s t ­
e s s  c a n n o t .  T h u s ,

O nly one  wearing th e  m asculine uniform  can (provisionally,
until th e  Parousia) represent th e  Lord to  th e  Church: fo r w e
are all, corpora te ly  and individually, fem inine to  Him.

He g o e s  on to  s a y  t h a t  i n  t h e  C hurch  we n o t  o n ly  
d e a l  w i th  m a le  an d  fe m a le  a s  f a c t s  o f  n a t u r e ,  " b u t  
a s  l i v e  an d  a w fu l shadow s o f  r e a l i t i e s  u t t e r l y  b e ­
yond o u r  c o n t r o l  an d  l a r g e l y  b ey o n d  o u r  d i r e c t  
k n o w le d g e ."

We m u st now r e t u r n  t o  o u r  p r e v io u s  p o i n t  a b o u t 
th e  n e c e s s a r y  s t y l e  o f  th e  a rg u m e n t. L ew is d o es  
n o t  mean f o r  t h i s  p r o o f  t o  b e  so  s e l f - e v i d e n t  t h a t  
i f  we w ere  s e t t i n g  up a c h u rc h  w i th o u t  D iv in e  g u id ­
an c e  we w o u ld  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  o r d a in  p r i e s t s  r a t h e r  
th a n  p r i e s t e s s e s .  R a th e r ,  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  s c r i p ­
t u r a l  e v id e n c e  o f  p r i e s t s  an d  n o t  o f  p r i e s t e s s e s  
and th e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  m a in l in e  o f  
C h r is te n d o m  ( E a s t ,  W e s t, and  R e fo rm a tio n )  h a s  o r ­
d a in e d  p r i e s t s  (an d  p a s t o r s )  r a t h e r  th a n  p r i e s t ­
e s s e s ,  i s  i t  n o t  r e a s o n a b le  t o  assum e t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  s o m e th in g  a b o u t m a s c u l in i t y  t h a t  b e t t e r  im ages 
and  s y m b o liz e s  God th a n  a b o u t f e m i n in i ty ?  F u r t h e r ,  
d o es  n o t  th e  p r e d o m in a n tly  m a s c u l in e  im a g e ry  u se d  
f o r  God and C h r i s t  s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h e s i s ?

I  t h i n k  t h a t  th e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  a w eak 
a rg u m e n t i s  b a s e d  on th e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  a r g u ­
m en t s h o u ld  b e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  (b a s e d  on  n a t u r a l  e v i ­
d en c e) r a t h e r  th a n  t h e o l o g i c a l  (b a se d  on  r e v e l a t i o n  
and c h u rc h  p r a c t i c e ) . T h a t i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  
t h e r e  may n o t  b e  s t r o n g  a rg u m e n ts  to  c o u n te r  
L e w is 's  t h e s i s .  I t  i s  o n ly  to  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  a r g u ­
m en t w i l l  n o t  f a l l  by  i t s e l f  and  n e e d s  s t r o n g  r e f ­
u t a t i o n  i f  i t  i s  to  f a l l .

A n d ers  S te n s t ro m  S to c k h o lm , Sweden

I  was happy  t o  r e a d  a b o u t t h e  S i l m a r i l l i o n  i n  
D ecem ber, 197 6 , M y th p r in t ,  and  am g r e a t l y  i n t r i g u e d  
a b o u t  G a n d a l f 's  t r u e  n a t u r e ,  i f  h e  i s  n o t  a V a la  
( a b o u t th e  B a lro g  b e in g  a f a l l e n  V a la ,  I  th in k  

b a l -  t e l l s  u s i t  i s  s o ) . I  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  d i s ­
c o v e r in g  t h i s  and  so  many o th e r  t h in g s  i n  S i lm a r ­
i l l i o n ,  and  I  hope e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  much m ore E lv i s h  
w ords and  gram m ar. "Nan E lm o th" i n  t h e  same M yth- 
p r i n t  i s  a  p r o m is e ,  b u t  "M aia" i s ,  I  s u s p e c t ,  o n ly  
an a l l u s i o n  t o  t h e  G reek  M a ia , d a u g h te r  o f  A t l a s ,  
m o th e r  o f  H erm es, and one o f  th e  P l e i a d e s ,  o r  t o

34



th e  Roman g o d d e s s  M a ia , s p o u se  o f  V u lca n u s  and  th e  
o r i g i n  f o r  th e  m onth-nam e May. T h e re  i s  a  s t o r y  
a b o u t th e  f i r s t  one i n  Mary P o p p in s .

Mary M. S to lz e n b a c h  San J o s e ,  C o s ta  R ic a

I .  M a rg a re t  P u rd y  (M y th lo r e  1 5 , p .  23) " r e a d  
som ew here" t h a t  T o l k i e n 's  e y e s  w ere  g r a y .  L o u ise  
D. M o rriso n  (p . 37) d e s c r ib e s  them  a s  k in d ly  and 
b lu e .  The se c o n d  seem s to  me a lm o s t  bound  to  be 
s p u r io u s .  ( K in d ly ? ) B u t d o es  anybody  know? Or 
was c h a n g in g  e y e - c o lo r  one o f  th e  W iz a rd 's  many 
t a l e n t s ?

I I .  I  am g r a t e f u l  f o r  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  on 
M ic h a e l S c o t ,  and e m b a ra ss e d  to  d i s c o v e r  m ost o f  
i t  i s  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  my E n c y c lo p e d ia  B r i ta n n i c a .
I  w en t t o  th e  EB in  s e a r c h  o f  an an sw e r f o r  A le x e i  
K o n d r a t i e v 's  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t W i l l ia m s ' "young  pope 
D e o d a tu s , E g y p t ia n - b o r n ."  The EB l i s t s  two p o s s i ­
b i l i t i e s :  S a i n t  D e u s d e d i t ,  pope 6 1 5 -6 1 8 ; A deoda-
t u s , pope 6 7 2 -6 7 8 . No m e n tio n  o f  ag e  o r  c o u n t ry  
o f  b i r t h .  (The C a th o l ic  E n e y c lo p e d ia  m ig h t h a v e  
m ore in f o r m a t i o n . )  A s a i n t  m ig h t seem  m ore n e a r ly  
t o  f i t  W i l l ia m s ' b i l l .  W ill ia m s  sp e a k s  o f  th e  
C h u rc h 's  r e s i s t i n g  th e  Mohammedan h e r e s y ,  and  i t  
i s  to  b e  n o te d  t h a t  E g y p t f e l l  t o  t h e  A rab s a b o u t 
64 0 , so  t h a t  W illia m s  may e n v i s a g e  th e  P ope a s  a 
r e f u g e e  from  I s la m . A r th u r  h a s  b ee n  ro u g h ly  d a te d  
a ro u n d  500 by some s c h o l a r s ,  b u t  I  w ou ld  assum e 
e x a c t  h i s t o r y  o r  c h ro n o lo g y  to  b e  f a r  o u t s i d e  
W il l ia m s ' c o n c e rn .

P u rs u in g  th e  m a t te r  i n  A r th u r ia n  T o r s o ,  I  h a p ­
pen ed  upon th e s e  l i n e s ,  q u o te d  by L ew is from  W il­
l i a m s ' poem "The Coming o f  M e r l in " :

In the  w ood . . .  no strife
is excep t grow th from  th e  roots, nor reaction bu t repose;
vigours of joy drive up; rich-ringed m om ents
thick in their trunks thrive, young-leaved their voices.

I  w onder i f  anyone e l s e  h a s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  
t h e s e  l i n e s  may h a v e  i n f lu e n c e d  th e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  
th e  Wood B etw een th e  W orlds i n  The M a g ic ia n  ' s Neph­
ew. . .

I I I .  R e g a rd in g  J u d i t h  B ro w n 's  s p e c u l a t i o n  on 
th e  f u t u r e  P e n d ra g o n , Ransom s a y s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  
C a m il la ,  "You c a r r y  [ L o g r e s ']  f u t u r e  in  y o u r  b o d y ."  
(M acm illan  p a p e r b a c k , THS, p . 2 2 8 ) .

B u t t h i s  p o s s i b l e  c h i l d  i s  l i t t l e  s t r e s s e d  in  
co m p a riso n  w i th  th e  c h i l d  J a n e  S tu d d o ck  f a i l e d  to  
b e a r  "by whom th e  en e m ie s  s h o u ld  h av e  b e e n  p u t  o u t  
o f  L o g re s  f o r  a th o u s a n d  y e a r s . "  (THS, p .  278) I  
h av e  a f e e l i n g  o u r  a u th o r  may h av e  b e e n  a b s e n t -  
m inded i n  s t a r t i n g  th e s e  two h a r e s  a t  o n c e . Was 
J a n e 's  c h i l d ,  t o o ,  su p p o se d  to  h a v e  b e e n  a P e n d ra ­
gon? J a n e  was a T udor by b i r t h .  (Of c o u r s e .  Mer­
l i n  i n  h i s  f i e r c e n e s s  m ig h t n o t  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
God c o u ld  t a k e  o th e r  s t e p s ,  by means o f  A r th u r  
and  C a m il la . )

R ansom 's s u c c e s s o r  i s  now here i n d i c a t e d ,  b u t  
A r th u r  D e n n is to n  d o es seem  th e  b e s t  im m ed ia te  p o s ­
s i b i l i t y  .

IV .  D o e s n 't  H annay r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  "A b ece-  
darium  P h i lo s o p h ic um " i s  e n t i r e l y  a s p o o f ,  t u r n in g  
com m onplaces o f  v a r io u s  s c h o o ls  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  i n t o  
l i g h t  v e r s e ,  and h a v in g  no b e a r in g  on w h e th e r  o r  
n o t  Lew is h im s e l f  b e l i e v e d  M a t te r  o r  N o t-B e in g , 
e i t h e r  o n e , t o  b e  " fe m a le " ?  I  f e e l  t h a t  h i s  a c ­
t u a l  c o n c e p ts  on h i e r a r c h y  and on  g e n d e r  a s  a 
t r a n s - s e x u a l  r e a l i t y ,  w h e th e r  t r u e  o r  f a l s e ,  a r e  
m ile s  above th e  k in d  o f  f o o t l i n g  t a k i n g - o f - o f f e n s e  
w hich  seem s to  b e  th e  s to c k  i n  t r a d e  o f  f e m i n i s t  
c r i t i c s ,

A lso  — i t  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  th e  
com ing o f  V i r i t r i l b i a  " th e y  a l l "  b e g a n  to  t a l k  
b r i l l i a n t l y  (p . 321 , TH S), n o t  j u s t  th e  men. C an ’ t  
we a t  l e a s t  b e  a c c u r a t e ?

D irk  W. M osig , P h .D . D e p t, o f  P s y c h o lo g y ,
G e o rg ia  S o u th w e s te rn  C o l le g e ,  A m e ric u s , G e o rg ia  I

I  f e e l  o b l i g a t e d  to  comment on th e  l e t t e r  by

L . S p ra g u e  de Camp w h ich  a p p e a re d  i n  M y th lo r e  No. 
14 (D ecem ber 1 9 7 6 ) , i n  w h ich  he t r i e d  t o  a p p ly  to  
C. S . L ew is th e  same P r o c r u s t e a n  and  p se u d o p sy c h o -  
l o g i c a l  a p p ro a c h  h e  f o r c e d  on H. P . L o v e c r a f t  in  
L o v e c r a f t :  A B io g ra p h y  (D o u b le d a y , 1 9 7 5 ) .

I  th in k  t h a t  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  C. S . 
L ew is was q u i t e  a d e q u a te  —  you  w ere  e s s e n t i a l l y  
c o r r e c t  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  C. S . L e w is 's  l i f e  d id  n o t  
f i t  th e  " s c h i z o id  m am a's boy" p a t t e r n  s u g g e s te d  by 
Mr. de Camp. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  n e i t h e r  d id  H. P . L ove- 
c r a f t ' s ,  and  f o r  a lm o s t  th e  same r e a s o n s  you  ennum - 
e r a t e d  i n  C. S . L e w is 's  c a s e .

L o v e c r a f t ,  l i k e  C. S . L e w is , had  many good 
f r i e n d s  a t  s c h o o l ,  and  w h i le  b e in g  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  
h e  was n o t  a  l o n e r  o r  a r e c l u s e .  H is  l i f e l o n g  
f r i e n d s h i p s  w ith  A lf r e d  G a lp in ,  F ra n k  B e lk n a p  L ong, 
W. P a u l C ook, R h e in h a r t  K l e i n e r ,  and  many o t h e r s ,

show t h a t  h e  was c a p a b le  o f  d e e p , warm, and l a s t ­
in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  He n e v e r  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t ,  
o r  i n  any  way i n j u r e d  anyone who came i n  p e r s o n a l  
c o n t a c t  w i th  h im , and h e  h ad  th e  a b i l i t y  to  make 
f r i e n d s  e a s i l y .  He a t t e n d e d  th e  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  
now le g e n d a ry  Kalem  C lub i n  New Y ork C i t y ,  and 
v i s i t e d  many o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  i n  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y .

W hile  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  L o v e c r a f t 's  m o th e r  was 
a n e u r o t i c ,  o v e r p r o t e c t i v e  woman, i t  d o es  n o t  f o l ­
low t h a t  L o v e c r a f t  becam e a m am a's boy  a s  th e  co n ­
s e q u e n c e ,  n o r  t h a t  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  h i s  m a r r ia g e  o r  
h i s  c a r e  o f  h i s  a i l i n g  a u n t ,  M rs. G am w ell, c a n  b e  
a t t r i b u t e d  to  a  n ee d  f o r  a s u r r o g a t e  m o th e r .

L o v e c r a f t 's  m a r r ia g e  was a f a i l u r e  f o r  r e a s o n s  
o f  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  in d ig e n ­
c y ,  f o r  L o v e c r a f t  was u n a b le  to  f i n d  a  p a y in g  m ar­
k e t  f o r  h i s  l i t e r a r y  t a l e n t s  t h a t  w ou ld  a l lo w  him  
t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  w i f e ,  o r  some o t h e r  fo rm  o f  em ploy­
m ent i n  th e  New Y ork C i ty  o f  th e  m id - 1 9 2 0 's  —  and 
n o t  b e c a u s e  h e  d i d n ' t  t r y .  I t  i s  r a t h e r  a b s u rd  to  
s t a t e  t h a t  h i s  m a r r ia g e  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  h i s  w if e  
was n o t  o ld  enough  to  b e  h i s  m o th e r ,  b u t  su c h  an 
in a n e  s t a te m e n t  i s  h a r d ly  s u r p r i s i n g  com ing from  
Mr. de Camp, who h a s  d e m o n s tr a te d  a u n iq u e  t a l e n t  
f o r  i n a n i t y  i n  h i s  L o v e c r a f t : A B io g ra p h y  and  e l s e ­
w h e re . ( I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I  s h o u ld  add  t h a t  S o n ia  
H a f t  G reene D av is  , L o v e c r a f t 's  w i f e ,  when i n t e r ­
v ie w e d  y e a r s  l a t e r  by  th e  L o v e c r a f t  s c h o l a r ,  Mr.
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R. A la in  E v e r t s ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e r  l a t e  h u sb a n d  
had  b ee n  s e x u a l ly  a c t i v e  and a s a t i s f a c t o r y  l o v e r ,  
a s  Mr. de Camp w e l l  know s, a l th o u g h  h e  i s  n o t  one 
to  a l lo w  h im s e l f  t o  b e  c o n fu s e d  by th e  e v id e n c e . )

S in c e  L o v e c r a f t  was th e  l a s t  s u r v iv in g  m ale  
member o f  h i s  f a m i ly ,  i t  i s  h a r d ly  s u r p r i s i n g  o r  
ab n o rm a l t h a t  he to o k  c a r e  o f  M rs. Gamwell (who a t  
one tim e  s u f f e r e d  a  b ro k e n  le g  and d ep en d ed  e n t i r e ­
ly  on h e r  nephew f o r  c a r e ) . S in c e  when i s  t h e  c a r e  
o f  an a i l i n g  e l d e r l y  r e l a t i v e  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a 
s c h i z o i d  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  o f  a n ee d  f o r  a m o th e r s u r ­
r o g a te ?

I  s h o u ld  add  t h a t  I  h av e  b e e n  s tu d y in g  H. P . 
L o v e c r a f t 's  l i f e  and w orks i n t e n s i v e l y  s in c e  1970 
(I  am c u r r e n t l y  w r i t i n g  a c r i t i c a l - a n a l y t i c a l  s tu d y  
o f  L o v e c r a f t  f o r  T w ay n e 's  U .S . A u th o rs  S e r i e s ) ,  and 
t h a t  I  do n o t  r e g a r d  Mr. de Camp as  an a u t h o r i t y  on 
H. P . L o v e c r a f t .  H is s c h o o lm a s te r i s h  b io g ra p h y  
o f  th e  man i s  s tu d d e d  w ith  e r r o r s  and i s  m ore a 
r e h a s h  o f  in f o r m a t io n  a v a i l a b l e  e ls e w h e re  th a n  a 
monument o f  o r i g i n a l  s c h o l a r s h i p .  To make up f o r  
th e  p a u c i ty  o f  new d a t a ,  Mr. de Camp c l u t t e r e d  h i s  
book w ith  l i t e r a l l y  h u n d re d s  o f  p a g e s  o f  v e r b a l

g a r b a g e :  v a lu e  ju d g m e n ts , o p in io n s ,  a rm c h a ir  p s y ­
c h o d ia g n o s e s ,  am using  a t te m p ts  a t  f re sh m a n  l i t e r ­
a ry  c r i t i c i s m ,  h ig h  s c h o o l  l e c t u r e s ,  and  c o u n t­
l e s s  d i g r e s s i o n s  o f  no v a lu e  to  th e  r e a d e r  o f  a 
b io g r a p h y .  H is g e n e r a l l y  u n s y m p a th e t ic  and co n ­
d e s c e n d in g  —  e v e r  d e r o g a to r y  - -  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  
h i s  s u b j e c t  h a s  l e d  some to  com pare h i s  book  to  
th e  Rev. G r i s w o ld 's  s la n d e r o u s  b io g ra p h y  o f  E d g ar 
A lla n  P o e , and Mr. D onald  W a n d re i, a  lo n g - t im e  
f r i e n d  o f  L o v e c r a f t " s ,  h a s  summed i t  up b e s t  by 
c a l l i n g  th e  book a " b i o g r a f f i t o . "

B u t Mr. de Camp h a s  c a r r i e d  h i s  i n a n i t i e s  f u r ­
t h e r .  A b r i e f  e x a m in a t io n  o f  h i s  r e c e n t  Arkham 
H ouse b o o k , L i t e r a r y  Swordsm en and S o r c e r e r s , r e ­
v e a l s  i t  t o  b e  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b i o g r a f f i t i ,  n o t  
o n ly  o f  H. P . L o v e c r a f t ,  b u t  o f  a num ber o f  o th e r  
f a n ta s y  w r i t e r s ,  on w hose l i v e s  th e  i n s e n s i t i v e  
a u th o r  h a s  c o n d u c te d  e v e n  l e s s  o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h  
—  o r ,  m ost l i k e l y ,  no o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h .

Mr. de C am p's b e s t  w ork h a s  b e e n  th e  d eb u n k in g  
o f  p s e u d o - s c ie n c e s  i n  a  few m e d io c re  v o lu m e s . Re­
g r e t t a b l y  h e  seem s to  l a b o r  u n d e r  th e  m is ta k e n  
a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  m a jo r  f a n t a s y  w r i t e r s  a r e  a l s o  i n  
n ee d  o f  " d e b u n k in g ,"  o r  t h a t  an  a p p ro a c h  w h ich  
w orked  on Mary B ak er Eddy o r  on S c ie n to lo g y  i s  a p ­
p l i c a b l e  t o  e v e r y  m a jo r  f a n t a i s i s t e  —  on e  ca n  o n ly  
s m ile  a t  su c h  a n a iv e  la c k  o f  o r i g i n a l i t y .

Mr. de Camp i s  o b v io u s ly  no b io g r a p h e r ,  f o r  he 
seem s to  h av e  no i d e a  o f  how to  go a b o u t th e  w r i t ­

in g  o f  an o b j e c t i v e  b io g r a p h y .  The id e a  o f  p r e ­
s e n t in g  f a c t u a l  d a t a ,  s a n s  th e  u n s o l i c i t e d  em b el­
l i s h m e n t  o f  h i s  b o r in g  and i l l - c o n c e i v e d  o p in io n s ,  
seem s to  h av e  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  to  him  —  a p p a r e n t ly  
he d o es n o t  b e l i e v e  h i s  r e a d e r s  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  
m aking  up t h e i r  own m in d s , o r  h e  i s  so  i n s e c u r e  o f  
h i s  c o n c lu s io n s  t h a t  h e  f e a r s  no one w i l l  s h a r e  
them  u n le s s  i t  b e  by f o r c e - f e e d i n g ,  a p a t h e t i c  
s p e c t a c l e .

I t  i s  c l e a r  from  an e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  p o i n t ­
l e s s  p lo t- s u m m a r ie s  and th e  a p p a l l i n g l y  s u p e r f i c i a l  
e v a lu a t io n s  o f  L o v e c r a f t 's  f i c t i o n  in  L o v e o r a f t : A 
B io g r a p h y , t h a t  Mr. de Camp i s  no l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c .  
And a f t e r  r e a d in g  a l l  h i s  p s e u d o p s y c h o lo g ic a l  non­
s e n s e  and p r e p o s te r o u s  p s y c h o d ia g n o s e s ,  i t  i s  ob ­
v io u s  t h a t  he i s  no p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  e i t h e r .

Mr. de Camp may o r  may n o t  b e  a  m am a's boy him ­
s e l f  ( h i s  f i x a t i o n  w i th  t h e  id e a  c e r t a i n l y  sm acks 
o f  p r o j e c t i o n )  - -  I  do n o t  know , n o r  do I  c a r e  to  
f i n d  o u t .  B u t h e  o b v io u s ly  d o es  s u f f e r  o f  a  c u r ­
io u s  p ro b le m , w h ich  m ig h t b e  c a l l e d  " t h e  s c h o o l ­
m a s te r  sy n d ro m e ,"  a c o n d i t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p i t i f u l  
when i t  l e a d s  h im  to  p a s s  ju d g m e n t on h i s  e t h i c a l ,  
i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and  c r e a t i v e  b e t t e r s ,  su c h  a s  C. S . 
L ew is and  H. P . L o v e c r a f t .

P e rh a p s  i t  was a b o u t  t im e  som eone d ebunked  th e  
d e b u n k e r .

F . W. E dw ards C o q u it la m , B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia ,
C anada

I n  M y th lo re  1 4 , L . S p ra g u e  de Camp c o n s id e r e d  
th e  q u e s t io n  o f  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e r e  i s  a c o n n e c ­
t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  u rg e  to  w r i t e  f a n t a s y  and  a  m o th e r 
co m p lex . U sin g  a form  o f  i n d u c t i v e  r e a s o n in g  h e  
c a r e l e s s l y  came to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  
o f  t h e  m o th e r  com plex  " s ta n d s  o u t  so  c o n s p ic u o u s ly  
among f a n t a s i s t s  a s  to  s u g g e s t s  a  c a u s a l  co n n e c ­
t i o n . "  {M y th lo re  1 4 , p .  27)

I f  any  in d u c t i v e  a rg u m e n t i s  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e ,  
i t  m u st a d h e re  to  th e  f o l lo w in g  p r i n c i p l e s :  1) A
s u f f i c i e n t  num ber o f  ex a m p le s  o r  f a c t s  m u st b e  
c i t e d  t o  j u s t i f y  th e  c o n c lu s io n ;  2) E ach exam ple  
o r  f a c t  m ust b e  p ro v e n ; 3) The ex a m p le s  o r  f a c t s  
m u st b e  t y p i c a l  and  n o t  i s o l a t e d  i n s t a n c e s ;  and 
4) The s u p p o r t in g  in s t a n c e s  m u st fo l lo w  a common 
p r i n c i p l e . 1 Mr. de Camp h a s  c e r t a i n l y  v i o l a t e d  a l l  
o f  th e s e  b a s i c  r e g u l a t i o n s .

The f o u r  ex a m p le s  o f  f a n ta s y  w r i t e r s  w i th  a  s o -  
c a l l e d  m o th e r co m p lex , nam ely  R. E . H ow ard, H. P . 
L o v e c r a f t ,  E. A. P o e , and C. S . L e w is , h a r d ly  s e r v e  
a s  a s u f f i c i e n t  num ber o f  ex a m p le s  to  make a g e n ­
e r a l i z a t i o n  a b o u t  a l l  f a n t a s y  w r i t e r s .  J u s t  b e ­
c a u s e  some o f  t h e s e  show ed a  te n d e n c y  to w a rd s  a 
m o th e r  com plex  d o es  n o t  mean t h a t  a l l ,  o r  ev e n  m o s t ,  
f a n t a s y  w r i t e r s  d o . The g e n e r a l i z a t i o n ,  g iv e n  by 
Mr. de Camp, i s  a b s u r d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when one s to p s  to  
c o n s id e r  j u s t  how many f a n t a s y  w r i t e r s  t h e r e  r e a l l y  
a r e .  F o r e x a m p le , th e  f o l lo w in g  show no m o th e r  
com plex  i n  any  way ( f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  b r e v i t y ,  I  h av e  
e l e c t e d  to  m e n tio n  o n ly  a  few o f  t h e  b e t t e r  known 
a u t h o r s ) :  P . S . B e a g le ,  R ic h a rd  Adams, H annes B ok,
E . R. E d d is o n , U rs u la  K. L eG u in , H. R. H ag g a rd ,
F r i t z  L e i b e r ,  G eorge M acD onald , W ill ia m  M o r r i s ,  and 
J .  R. R. T o lk ie n .  W ith  t h i s  w id e  r a n g e  o f  f a n ta s y  
w r i t e r s  i n  m in d , how d o es one c o n c lu d e  t h a t  th e  
m o th e r com plex  s ta n d s  o u t  s o  c o n s p ic u o u s ly  among 
f a n t a s i s t s ?  The ex a m p le s  g iv e n  by Mr. de Camp do 
n o t  j u s t i f y  h i s  g e n e r a l i z e d  c o n c lu s io n .

A lth o u g h  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  ex am p les  
a r e  "m am a's b o y s ,"  Mr. de Camp h a s  n o t  shown i n  any 
way how th e y  do i n  f a c t  f i t  th e  g e n e r a l i z e d  p a t t e r n  
o f  th e  "puny  s c h i z o i d " ;  h e  h a s  n o t  made a co n ­
v in c in g  p r o o f  t h a t  th e y  a c t u a l l y  do f i t  th e  p a t t e r n .  
T h is  i s  p r o b a b ly  due t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  
i s  g r o s s l y  o v e r - s i m p l i f i e d  and d o es  n o t  a l lo w  f o r  
c h a r a c t e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  to  e x i s t .

T h ese  ex a m p le s  ca n  a l s o  n o t  b e  a c c o u n te d  as  
t y p i c a l  e x a m p le s . Each o f  t h e s e  w r i t e r s  had  t h e i r  
own u n iq u e  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e y  
w ere  e a c h  p r o b a b ly  a f f e c t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  by th e  
d e a th s  o f  t h e i r  m o th e r s .  H ence , i t  f o l lo w s  t h a t
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th e  d e g re e  to  w hich  th e y  had  (o r  m ig h t h av e  had) 
a m o th er com plex w ould  be d i f f e r e n t  to o .  T h is  
f o l lo w s ,  s in c e  th e  m o th e r com plex i s  d i r e c t l y  a f ­
f e c te d  by th e  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s  o f  th e  p e r s o n  in  
q u e s t io n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s in c e  i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  
th e  m o th er com plex was th e  same f o r  any two o f  th e  
exam ples g iv e n  by Mr. de Camp, i t  i s  ev en  more un­
l i k e l y  t h a t  any o f  th e s e  exam ples c o u ld  be c o n s id ­
e re d  as  t y p i c a l  ex a m p le s . ( In  f a c t ,  th e s e  a u th o r s  
d id  r e a c t  d i f f e r e n t l y  to  th e  d e a th s  o f  t h e i r  mo­
t h e r s .  F or ex am p le , n o te  th e  r e a c t i o n s  o f  R. E. 
Howard and H. P. L o v e c r a f t ;  th e y  w ere  q u i t e  d i f ­
f e r e n t .  )

The exam ples do n o t fo llo w  a common p r i n c i p l e  
b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  n o t ,  in  th e  s t r i c t  l i t e r a r y  s e n s e ,  
a l l  f a n ta s y  w r i t e r s .  As H. P. L o v e c r a f t  sh rew d ly  
o b s e rv e d , i t  was th e  g row th  o f  an i m i t a t i v e  G o th ic  
s c h o o l w hich " i n s p i r e d  th e  r e a l  w ea v e rs  o f  cosm ic 
t e r r o r  —  th e  l i n e  o f  a c t u a l  a r t i s t s  (o f  s u p e r n a t ­
u r a l  h o r r o r )  b e g in n in g  w ith  P o e ." 2 i t  seem s to  me 
t h a t  L o v e c ra f t  a l s o  fo llo w e d  t h i s  same t r e n d  o f  
w r i t i n g ,  w ith  su ch  books a s  A t The M oun ta in s o f  
Madness and The L u rk in g  F ea r. T h u s, w h ile  Lew is 
and Howard may be c o n s id e r e d  as  f a n ta s y  w r i t e r s ,
Poe and L o v e c ra f t  c a n n o t .  S in c e  th e s e  in s t a n c e s  
a r e  n o t  o f  th e  same c l a s s ,  i n  t h a t  th e y  do n o t  
fo llo w  th e  same ty p e  o f  w r i t i n g ,  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  
c a n n o t b e  a c c u r a t e ly  made u s in g  them  a s  s u p p o r t .  
Even Mr. de Camp m ust s e e  t h a t  he h a s  com m itted  an 
a lm o s t- u n f o r g iv a b le  s l i p  o f  th e  pen h e r e .

T hese  p o i n t s ,  how ever, a r e  n o t  th e  o n ly  h o le s  
in  h i s  in d u c t iv e  r e a s o n in g .  He c l e a r l y  com m its 
th e  f a l l a c y  c a l l e d  "Non s e q u i t o r , "  w hich  o c c u rs  
when a c o n n e c t io n  i s  made ( o r ,  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  a t ­
tem p ted ) b e tw een  two th in g s  when a c t u a l l y  no such  
c o n n e c t io n  e x i s t s . 3 The u rg e  to  w r i t e  f a n ta s y  h as  
n o th in g  w h a ts o e v e r  to  do w ith  a m o ther com plex . 
F a n ta sy  w r i t i n g  i s  c l e a r l y  a l i t e r a r y  e x p r e s s io n ,  
w h ile  th e  m o th er com plex i s  a p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e x p r e s ­
s io n .  The one i s  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  d e p e n d e n t on th e  
o th e r ;  no c o n n e c t io n  e x i s t s  b e tw een  them .

I t  i s  a f a u l t  to  in te r c h a n g e  th e  te rm s ,  "m am a's 
boy" and " o e d ip a l  w r i t e r , "  a s  Mr. de Camp h as  d a re d  
to  do . The te rm  "m am a's boy" s im p ly  s u g g e s ts  some­
one u n d e r th e  s t r i c t  p r o t e c t i o n  and g u id a n c e  o f  h i s  
m o th er o r  some o th e r  s u i t a b l e  s u b s t i t u t e .  Anyone 
h a v in g  r e a d  th e  O ed ipus c y c le  w ould  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
th e  te rm  " o e d ip a l  w r i t e r "  s u g g e s ts  so m e th in g  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t ;  nam ely a s t r o n g e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  
s e x u a l  in v o lv e m e n t. The d i f f e r e n c e s  may a t  f i r s t  
a p p e a r  to  be s l i g h t ,  b u t  th e  t o t a l  outcom e o f  th e s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  c a n n o t and sh o u ld  n o t  b e  c l a s s e d  as 
one and th e  same th in g .

L a s t ly ,  th e  l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  by Mr. de Camp, d e ­
mands and b eg s ( a l l  a t  th e  same tim e) th e  q u e s t io n :  
how, e x a c t ly ,  i s  t h e r e  a c o n n e c t io n  b e tw een  th e  
u rg e  to  w r i t e  f a n ta s y  and th e  m o th e r com plex p o s s ­
ib l e ?  A lthough  he means to  answ er t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  
he f a i l s  to  do s o .  P e rh a p s  he becam e to o  p re o c c u ­
p ie d  by L in  C a r t e r 's  f a b u lo u s  "puny s c h iz o id "  p a t ­
t e r n .  A t any r a t e ,  i f  a t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n n e c t io n  
c o u ld  e x i s t  be tw een  th e  u rg e  to  w r i t e  f a n ta s y  and 
th e  m o th er com plex , he c e r t a i n l y  f o r g o t  to  i l l u s ­
t r a t e  i t s  p l a u s i b i l i t y .  C e r t a in l y ,  from  a p r a c t i ­
c a l  p o in t  o f  v iew , th e  c o n n e c t io n  does n o t  h o ld  
any w a te r !  I t  seem s to  me t h a t  Mr. de Camp w ould 
have done f a r  b e t t e r  (and done us a r o y a l  fa v o r )  i f  
he had  d e lv e d  i n t o  th e  m a t te r  w ith  m ore m e a t, r e ­
s e a r c h in g  th e  t o p i c  more and g iv in g  more s u p e r io r  
e x p la n a t io n s .  In  f a c t ,  I  c h a l le n g e  him  to  do so !

I  w ish  t o  end t h i s  r a t h e r  le n g th y  p a p e r  w ith  
one s m a ll comment on G len G o o d K n ig h t's  e d i t o r i a l  
to  L. S p rague de Cam p's l e t t e r ;  a comment on a 
comment, a s  i t  w e re . G len n o b ly  r e a s o n s  L e w is 's  
i n a b i l i t y  a t  c o m p e ti t iv e  s p o r t s  w ith  th e  la c k  o f  
a j o i n t  in  h i s  thum bs. H owever, t h i s  i s  no e x ­
c u se !  I t  may e x p la in  away a p o s s i b l e  w r i t i n g  d i f ­
f i c u l t y  b u t  can  h a r d ly  s e rv e  a s  a r e a s o n a b le  e x p la n ­
a t i o n  o f  why Lew is was n o t  good a t  c o m p e ti t iv e  
s p o r t s .  F or ex am p le , he w ould  s t i l l  have  done 
w e l l  a t  a  s p o r t  l i k e  s o c c e r ,  i f  th e  thumb j o i n t  
w ere h i s  o n ly  p ro b lem . And i f  anyone th in k s  t h a t

s o c c e r  i s  n o t  c o m p e t i t iv e ,  I  i n v i t e  him  o r  h e r  to  
come and p la y  h e r e  i n  B r i t i s h  C olum bia!

My m ain  p o i n t  i s  t h i s :  C. S . Lew is n e e d s  no
one to  f in d  e x c u s e s  f o r  h im , ev e n  i f  h e  was bad  
a t  c o m p e t i t iv e  s p o r t s .  I f  he was b a d , th e n  he was 
j u s t  p l a i n  b ad  and t h a t  i s  a l l  t h e r e  i s  to  i t !  
R e a l ly !  One can  h a r d ly  e x p e c t  e v e ry o n e  to  b e  e n ­
t i r e l y  p e r f e c t  i n  e v e r y th in g ,  ev e n  i f  th e y  a r e  o u r  
i d o l s .  Remember th e  g o ld e n  r u l e :  o n ly  gods may
c la im  to  be gods!

1 R ic h a rd  L. C h e rry , R o b e r t J .  C on ley  and
B e rn a rd  A. H i r s h ,  "A rgum ent and P e r s u a s io n "  in  
S t r u c tu r e  and P u rp o se : The E ssay  (B o s to n : H oughton
M i f f l i n  C o .,  1 9 7 5 ), p p . 3 0 8 -309 .

2 H. P . L o v e c r a f t ,  S u p e r n a tu r a l  H orror i n  L i t ­
e r a tu r e  (New Y ork : D over P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,
P . 25 .

J C h e rry , C on ley  and H ir s h ,  op . c i t .  , p . 310.

M a rg a re t R. P urdy  R idgew ood, New J e r s e y

I  was d e l ig h t e d  by M y th lo re  15 .

Jam es S p re c k e ls  a sk s  a b o u t e l f - r i n g s  and w iz ­
a r d s .  He s a y s  t h a t  a s  an  " a n g e l ,"  G a n d a lf  h ad  no 
n ee d  o f  N a ry a , th e  R ing o f  F i r e .  I  h av e  two th in g s  
to  say  a b o u t t h i s .  F i r s t l y ,  i t  seem s to  me t h a t  
th e  G re a t R ings w ere n o t  e x a c t ly  s o u r c e s  o f  power 
in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ;  t h e i r  f u n c t io n  was more to  
c h a n n e l and d i r e c t  to  s p e c i f i c  u s e s  pow er t h a t  was 
a l r e a d y  t h e r e .  The One R ing i t s e l f  gave pow er 
o n ly  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  to  th e  " s t a t u r e , "  o r  i n h e r e n t  
s t r e n g t h ,  o f  i t s  w e a re r .  The o th e r  G re a t R ings 
p ro b a b ly  w orked s i m i l a r l y .

N ary a , th e  R ing o f  F i r e ,  had  a s  i t s  f u n c t io n  
th e  v e ry  s o r t  o f  in f lu e n c e  t h a t  G an d a lf  w ould  need  
f o r  h i s  m is s io n  — to  " r e k in d le  h e a r t s  i n  a w o rld  
t h a t  grows c h i l l . "  ( I l l ,  p . 456 , B a l l a n t in e )  C i r -  
dan th e  S h ip w rig h t knew p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  t h a t  t h i s  
R ing w ould  do l i t t l e  good j u s t  s i t t i n g  i n  th e  Grey 
H avens, w hich  h e  h im s e lf  d id  n o t  p la n  to  le a v e .  
G a n d a lf ,  on th e  o th e r  h a n d , was p e r i p a t e t i c  and 
c o u ld  c a r r y  i t s  r e k in d l in g  power to  a l l  th o s e  who 
n eed ed  i t ,  so m e th in g  much more im p o r ta n t  th a n  p r e ­
s e r v in g  sym m etry.

M aking th e  r i n g  i n v i s i b l e  on G a n d a l f 's  hand 
was n o t  a "p o o r p lo y ,"  e i t h e r ;  i t  was an i n h e r e n t  
p r o p e r ty  and power o f  th e  E lv e n - r in g s .  G a l a d r i e l 's  
Nenya was i n v i s i b l e  to  a l l  b u t  th e  R in g b e a re r ,  and 
no one e v e r  saw e i t h e r  o f  th e  o th e r  two e l v e n - r i n g s  
u n t i l  th e  One had  b een  d e s t ro y e d  and th e y  had  l o s t
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t h e i r  p o w ers .
C o n c e rn in g  R a d a g a s t  and th e  o t h e r  two w iz a r d s  

— a s u b j e c t  t h a t  h a s  p u z z le d  me, to o  —  th e  r e a s o n  
t h a t  R a d a g a s t 's  r o l e  seem s m in o r  may b e  t h a t  h i s  
jo b  was t o  w ork w ith  c r e a t u r e s ,  n o ta b ly  b e a s t s  and 
b i r d s ,  t h a t  l i e  o u t s i d e  o f  th e  m ain  s t o r y .  We 
know a l r e a d y  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some o f  th e  f a u n a  was 
i n t e l l i g e n t .  The E a g le s  a r e  th e  m o st o b v io u s  e x ­
am p le , and th in k  o f  th e  fo x  who came upon th e  
s l e e p i n g  h o b b i t s  and rem a rk e d  upon th e  q u e e r n e s s  
o f  i t .  I f  S au ro n  and  Sarum an w ere  a b l e  t o  c o r r u p t  
b e a s t s  and  b i r d s  f o r  t h e i r  own p u r p o s e s ,  th e n  I  
w ou ld  sa y  t h a t  t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s  n e e d e d  t h e i r  W izard  
as  w e l l .  As f o r  th e  o t h e r  tw o , I  h a v e  o n ly  a  co u ­
p l e  o f  g u e s s e s .  One i s  t h a t ,  l i k e  R a d a g a s t ,  th e  
o th e r  two w iz a r d s  may h a v e  b e e n  a s s ig n e d  t o  r a c e s  
t h a t  l i e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  m ain  n a r r a t i v e .  G a n d a lf  
s a y s ,  "To th e  E a s t  I  go n o t , "  b u t  t h e r e  may h a v e  
b ee n  a w iz a rd  who d id .  How s u c c e s s f u l  su c h  a 
w iz a rd  may h av e  b e e n  i s  d e b a t a b l e ,  c o n s id e r in g  how 
many E a s t e r l i n g s  S a u ro n  was a b l e  to  m u s te r ,  b u t  
a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  E a s t e r l i n g s  a r e  i n t e l l i g e n t  b e i n g s ,  
t o o ,  and p re su m a b ly  a r e  a s  much E ru se n  a s  th e  
D u n ed a in , d e s p i t e  th e  p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r .
The o t h e r  g u e s s  i s  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  two w iz a r d s  h a d  
a l r e a d y  a c c o m p lish e d  th e  t a s k s  th e y  w ere  s e t ,  and 
h ad  gone b a c k  o v e r  S e a .

I  a lw a y s  l i k e  to  t h i n k  t h a t  one o f  t h e  o t h e r  
W iza rd s  c o u ld  h av e  b e e n  fe m a le .

Q u ery : I f  " C ird a n "  m eans " S h ip w r ig h t"  ( s in g u ­
l a r )  and  " C e le r d a in "  m eans " la m p w rig h ts "  ( p l u r a l ,  
a s  i n  "R a th  C e l e r d a i n " ) ,  w o u ld  "L a m p w rig h t,"  
s i n g u l a r ,  b e  " c a l a r d a n " ?  The Q uenya w ord  f o r  
"lam p" i s  o a lm a , w h ich  seem s to  s u s t a i n  t h i s  hy p o ­
t h e s i s  .

P a u l H. K ocher San L u is  O b isp o , C a l i f o r n i a

I t  i s  w e l l  known t h a t  T o lk ie n  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  
The J e r u s a le m  B ib le  (1966) an E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  
o f  The B ook o f  P r o v e r b s .

T h is  f a c t  n e v e r  s t r u c k  me a s  h a v in g  any p a r t i c ­
u l a r  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  u n t i l  I  
r a n  a c r o s s  a  r e f e r e n c e  i n  The Book o f  J o sh u a  ( 4 :2 0 ;  
4 :9 -1 0 )  t o  a  p la c e  c a l l e d  " G i l g a l , "  w h ere  th e  
I s r a e l i t e s  camped a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  th e  R iv e r  J o r d a n .  
Now th e  name o f  th e  e l f  K ing o f  B e r e l i a n d  who j o i n s  
E l e n d i l  i n  th e  L a s t  A l l i a n c e  a g a i n s t  S a u ro n  i s  " G i l -  
g a la d "  (L o tR  I I I ,  3 6 3 ) ; th e  c l o s e  r e s e m b la n c e  to  
" G i lg a l"  i s  o b v io u s .  As i f  t h i s  w ere  n o t  en o u g h , 
th e  g r e a t  Q ueen o f  L o th lo r i e n  i s  G a l a d r i e l ,  a name 
w h ich  l i k e w is e  h a s  i t s  l i k e n e s s  t o  th e  nam es o f  
b o th  th e  p la c e  and th e  K in g . W orth re m a rk in g  a l s o  
i s  th e  f u r t h e r  f a c t  t h a t  " G i lg a l"  i s  m e n tio n e d  n o t  
m e re ly  o n ce  b u t  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n  t h e  J o sh u a  e p i ­
so d e  and in  The J e r u s a le m  B ib le  e v e n  h a s  a c o n s id ­
e r a b l e  f o o tn o te  (p . 2 7 9 ) .

W hat I 'm  s u g g e s t in g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h a t  T o lk ie n  
a s  an O ld  T e s ta m e n t s c h o l a r  may h a v e  rem em bered , 
e i t h e r  u n c o n s c io u s ly  o r  c o n s c io u s l y ,  th e  G i lg a l  e p i ­
so d e  and f a s h io n e d  th e  L o tR  nam es a f t e r  i t .  Has 
anyone ru n  a c r o s s  o t h e r  ex a m p le s  o f  t h e  same k in d  
o f  th in g ?

Lee B u rw a sse r  A le x a n d r ia ,  V i r g i n i a

H av ing  j u s t  m a ile d  my d u es t o  th e  M y th o p o e ic  
S o c i e ty ,  I  v e n tu r e  to  w r i t e  and  a s k  a  q u e s t io n  
w h ich  h a s  p u z z le d  me. I f  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  d e a l t  
w i th  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  I  w ou ld  b e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  c i t a ­
t i o n s  on i t .  I f  n o t ,  i t  m ig h t b e  a m a t te r  o f  i n ­
t e r e s t  t o  a s u f f i c i e n t  num ber o f  m em bers a s  to  b e  
w o rth  lo o k in g  i n t o .

We h av e  C. S . L e w is 's  a s s e r t i o n  i n  S u r p r i s e d  
By Joy  t h a t  he was a r d e n t  i n  h i s  a f f l i c t i o n  o f  th e  
N o r th e rn  T h in g , and t h a t  h e  d i s l i k e d  th e  D isn e y  
d w a r fs .  Why, th e n ,  a r e  th e  d w a rfs  i n  h i s  N a rn ia  
t a l e s  so  l i t t l e  im p ro v em en t on th e  D isn e y  v u l g a r ­
i z a t i o n ,  so  i n f e r i o r  to  T o l k i e n 's  d w arv es a s  to  
b e  a lm o s t  a n o th e r  p e o p le ?  To r e s t a t e ,  f o r  th e  
b e n e f i t  o f  L ew is f a n s ,  i n  a l e s s  ju d g m e n ta l  f a s h io n :

why a r e  L e w is 's  T ru m p k in , N ik a b r ik ,  P o g g in  e t  a l l  
n o t  o n ly  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  K hazad o f  M id d le  
E a r t h ,  b u t  h a r d ly  t r a c e a b l e  t o  t h e  d u e r g a r  o f  th e  
E ddas?  From w h a t o t h e r  s o u r c e  do  t h e  d w a rfs  o f  
N a r n ia  d e r iv e ?

I  h a v e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  my own id e a s  on th e  m a t t e r ,  
b u t  I  am f a r  from  l e a r n e d  i n  m a t t e r s  C S L ew is ian .
I f  any s t u d e n t  o f  t h e  N a r n ia  t a l e s  ca n  f i n d ,  o r  
h a s  fo u n d , th e  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  N a rn ia n  d w a r f s ,  I  
w ou ld  a p p r e c i a t e  know ing  a b o u t  i t .  ( I  do n o t ,  
h o w e v e r, p ro m ise  t o  c a l l  them  " d w a rv e s ." )

E l l i e  F a r r e l l  P a c i f i c  G ro v e , C a l i f o r n i a

H e r e 's  y e t  a n o th e r  r e p l y  t o  Mary W. S to l z e n -  
b a c h 's  q u e ry  (M y th lo re  13) a b o u t  th e  f a c t u a l / f i c -  
t i o n a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  M ic h a e l S c o t .  He i s  m e n tio n e d  
( b u t  n o t  b o d i ly  p r e s e n t )  i n  Jo h n  B e l l a i r s ' n o v e l .  
The Face in  th e  F r o s t ,  a s  t h e  t e a c h e r  o f  t h e  m a g i­
c i a n s  P ro s p e ro  and  M e lic h u s ,  good an d  b a d  w iz a r d s  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  P ro s p e ro  m e n tio n s  t h a t  S c o t  i s  
b u r i e d  i n  M e lro s e  A bbey, w h ich  i s  on e  o f  th e  s u g ­
g e s te d  b u r i a l  p l a c e s  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  M ic h a e l 
S c o t  — a s  c h r o n ic l e d  by S i r  W a lte r  S c o t t  i n  "The 
Lay o f  t h e  L a s t  M in s t r e l "  —  so  B e l l a i r s  a p p a r a n t ly  
u se d  th e  r e a l  p e r s o n  a s  h i s  m o d e l. I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  
P ro s p e ro  ( a s  B e l l a i r s  s a y s  i n  h i s  b o o k : " . . .  and 
n o t  th e  one you  a r e  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  e i t h e r ! " ) h a s  a 
b e s t  f r i e n d  nam ed R oger B aco n , a l s o  a m a g ic ia n  
( th o u g h  n o t  one o f  S c o t t ' s  s t u d e n t s ) .  The h i s t o r ­
i c a l  B acon w as a  c o n te m p o ra ry  o f  S c o t  an d  p r a i s e d  
S c o t 's  a s t r o n o m ic a l  and  m a th e m a t ic a l  w ork  ( C o s ta in ,  
The M a g n i f ic e n t  C e n tu r y ) . So f a r  I  h a v e n ' t  fo u n d  
a h i s t o r i c a l  ( o r  o th e r w is e )  p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  M e li­
ch u s  —  p e r h a p s  j u s t  a s  w e l l  c o n s id e r in g  h i s  am bi­
t i o n s  — b u t  maybe som eone e l s e  h a s  ru n  a c r o s s  
t h i s  name e l s e w h e r e .  (S ae w h a t you  s t a r t e d ,  M ary?!)

A le x e i  K o n d ra t ie v  F lu s h in g ,  New Y ork

I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  add  a  f o o tn o te  to  J e s s i c a  
K e m b a ll-C o o k ' s d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  name B e le r ia n d  
(F e b ru a ry  M y t h p r i n t ) . She l i n k s  i t  to  B e l e r i o n , 
p re su m a b ly  th e  C e l t i c  name o f  L a n d 's  End i n  C orn ­
w a l l ,  and d e r iv e s  i t  from  th e  s tem  B e l -  w h ich  a p ­
p e a r s  i n  many C e l t i c  p e r s o n a l  nam es. A m ore p r e ­
c i s e  c lu e  t o  th e  o r i g i n  o f  th e  name may b e  fo u n d  
i n  Alwyn an d  B r in le y  R e e s ' C e l t i c  H e r ita g e - ,  [ i n  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  name Balor~\ " . . .  t h e r e  i s  some 
e v id e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  B e l l e r u s  w hose s t o r y  
( a c c o r d in g  to  M ilto n )  was l i n k e d  w i th  th e  C o rn is h  
S t .  M ic h a e l 's  M ount w as , l i k e  th e  B a lo r  o f  f o l k ­
t a l e s ,  a o n e -e y e d  t h i e v i n g  g i a n t "  (p . 3 6 5 ) .  B e le r  
i s  in d e e d  a p l a u s i b l e  B r i t i s h  e q u i v a l e n t  (o r  v a r i ­
a n t )  o f  B a lo r .  S in c e  i t  a p p e a r s  th e  C e l t s  w ere  
fo n d  o f  a s c r i b i n g  l o c a l  h i b i t a t i o n s  to  t h e i r  gods 
(M anannan/M anaw yddan on th e  I s l e  o f  Man, N udd/ 
L lu d d  in  E n g la n d , Lug (L ieu ) i n  G a u l ) , i t  i s  n o t  
u n r e a s o n a b le  t o  su p p o se  t h a t  B e le r io n  r e p r e s e n t s  
th e  e a r t h l y  r e s id e n c e  o f  B a l o r / B e l e r ,  and  t h a t  
B a lo r  w as th u s  th e  t u t e l a r y  god o f  a n c i e n t  C o rn ­
w a l l  (rem em ber t h a t  a s  a  Fomor h e  w ou ld  h a v e  b ee n  
a god  to  th e  p ag a n  C e l t s ,  n o t  a m ere b o g e y ) .

I  d o n ' t  know w h e th e r ,  a t  t h e  tim e  h e  in v e n te d  
th e  name B e le r ia n d ,  T o l k i e n 's  d e lv in g s  i n t o  C e l t i c  
p h i lo l o g y  w ere  d ee p  enough  t o  h a v e  made h im  aw are  
o f  a l l  t h e s e  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  B u t s u r e l y  h e  m u s t h av e  
b e e n  aw are  o f  t h e  C e l t i c  r o o t  b e l -  ' b r i g h t ' ,  and 
o f  i t s  p h o n e t i c  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  th e  F in n is h  r o o t  v a l -  
(sam e m ean ing) w h ich  h e  a l s o  u se d  p r o m in e n t ly .

LETTERS OF COMMENT
T h o se  r e a d e r s  w h ose  le t te r s  a r e  prin ted  w ill have th e ir  

m e m b e r sh ip /su b sc r ip tio n  extended  fo r  th ree  m onths beyond  
th e ir  p rev iou s exp ira tion  d ate . L e tte r s  w hich sta te  opin ions  
or q u estion s c le a r ly  and su cc in c tly  a re  p r e ferred . L e tte r s  
m ay be ed ited  fo r  su ita b ility  and len gth . S ee  page 2 for  
a d d r e ss  of E d itor .
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