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20 Years and 50 Issues
1987 is  th e  20th  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  

The M ythopoeic  S o c ie ty . T h is is  th e  50th i s s u e  o f  
M y th lo r e . T h e  fo l lo w in g  a r e  co m m en ts  o f  m em - 
b e r s /r e a d e r s  on w h at th e  S o c ie ty  and  M yth lore h a v e  
m eant to  them .

Rayner Unwin London, G.B.

No o n e  w ho cla im s to  be in te r e s te d  in  se r io u s  
li te r a r y  fa n ta s y  —  and  i t  i s  n o t q u ite  su c h  a m in ority  
ta s te  a s  it  u se d  to  b e —  ca n  a ffo rd  to  ig n o r e  M yth -  
lo r e . T h an k s to  Glen G oodK night’s d ed ica t io n  o v e r  
m any y e a r s  th e r e  h a s  b een  a r e g u la r , w e ll-p r o d u c e d  
p u lse  o f sc h o la r sh ip , in form ation  and  re v ie w  a v a ila b le  
to  th o s e  o f u s , n o t o n ly  in  A m erica, w ho r e s p e c t  th e  
te l lin g  o f  ta le s  and  th e  e x e r c is e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  
im ag in ation . One o f th e  m irac les o f F a n ta sy  a s  a l i t e r 
a r y  form  is  th a t  it  is  co m p u ls iv e ly  rea d a b le , an d  th e  
c o n tr ib u to r s  to  M yth lore a ck n o w led g e  and  r e f le c t  th is  
adm irable q u a lity . I sa lu te  i t s  a ch iev em en t and  look  
forw ard  to  r e a d in g  th e  n ex t f i f t y  is s u e s .

Robert Boenig Texas A&M U niversity

As an  academ ic w ho te a c h e s  E n g lish  a t  a la r g e  
p u b lic  u n iv e r s ity , I am fa ced  w ith  tw o g r o u p s  o f  
p eop le: s tu d e n ts  w ho lo v e  T olk ien  and  L ew is m ere ly  
b e c a u se  th e y  a re  fu n  to  read  and  c o lle a g u e s  w ho fin d  
them  n o t q u ite  acad em ica lly  r e s p e c ta b le  b e c a u se  o f  
e ith e r  th e ir  o ld  fa sh io n e d  lite r a r y  ta s t e s  or  th e ir  
r e lig io u s  b e lie fs . M yth lore . am ong i t s  o th e r  v ir t u e s ,  
sp e a k s  to  b o th  g r o u p s , m ed ia tin g  th e s e  ex trem e p o s i
tio n s , fo r  i t  ca n  d em o n stra te  to  th e  fa n  and  p r o fe s so r  
a lik e  th a t th e r e  a re  g lo r ie s  h ere  w ell w orth  s e r io u s  
s tu d y .

Mindi M. Reid B ellevue, WA

Our c u r r e n t  a g e  i s  o n e  o f  b oth  e x c e s s  and  t r iv 
ia lity . P eop le  o f  D u b ious or n o n e x is te n t  ta le n t a re  
ex a lted  to  n a tio n a l, e v e n  g lo b a l fam e and  p la s te r  th e  
c o v e r s  o f  p o p u la r  m agazin es u n til th e  p o p u la r  ta s te  
fo r  th e ir  p a r ticu la r  tr iv ia l ity  or  b rh a v io ra l e x c e s s  h as  
b een  su p p la n te d  b y  th a t o f  th e  n ex t V anna White or  
Jim B ak k er , in  a c o n tin u ity  o f n o th in g n e s s . P erh a p s  
th is  i s  w h y  I v a lu e  th e  M ythopoeic S o c ie ty  an d  it s  
p u b lica tio n s: in  th e  fa c e  o f  a  p op u lar  c u ltu r e  o (or  
a n t i-c u ltu r e )  w ith o u t m em ory, i t  p e r s i s t s  in  an  e x p lo 
ra tio n  o f  th e  r ic h  la n d sc a p e  o f  im agin ation  — a c u l
tu r a l im agin ation  th a t is  a ty p e  o f  liv in g , g ro w in g  
M emory w ith  i t s  r o o ts  p la n ted  in  th e  tra d itio n  o f Mem
ory: th e  so il o f  hum an w on d erm en t th a t b ea rs  th e  
name o f  F o lk lore , F a ir y -ta le , F a n ta sy .

T he d e e p e s t  lo n g in g s  o f  th e  hum an h ea r t —  th e  
e t e r n a l  q u e s t ,  o u tw o r k in g s  o f  S e h n s u c h t  —  a r e  
tr e a te d  w ith  r e s p e c t  and  sc h o la r ly  a tte n tio n  in  th e  
p a g e s  o f  M yth lore. Sym b ols a re  v a lu e d , and  u n d e r 
s to o d ... and  n u r tu r e d  in to  r e v e la to r y  n ew  form s. Con
n e c t io n s , o fte n  u n e x p e c te d , a re  sh ow n  to  e x is t  b e tw een  
th e  w r itte n  v is io n s  o f  p eo p le  se p a r a te d  b y  th e  g u lf s  
o f tim e. The v o ic e  o f God i s  heard  in th e  m yth ic  s o n g s  
o f Man; th e  s t r u g g le  b etw een  L igh t and  D a rk n ess, 
Good and E v il —  so  o fte n  o b sc u r e d  in  th e  m odern  
w orld  b y  th e  ta w d ry  u n ifo rm ity  o f th e  p la y e r s  in  th e  
dram a — is  s e t  fo r th  fo r  u s  a g a in  and  a g a in  in  a 
n ob le  la n g u a g e  th a t e n a b le s  u s  to  se e  it  for  w h at it

i s ,  e n a b le s  u s  to  f e e l  i t s  sh a r p  e d g e  and  fe a r fu l p o ig 
n a n cy . We a re  o u r s e lv e s  en n o b led  b y  a s e n s e  o f  Time, 
o f C raft, and p a r tic ip a te  in  a m eetin g  o f  h e a r t and  
m ind, a r t  and  in te lle c t . T he w r ite r s  o f  m yth op oeic  
w o rk s, and th o s e  w ho c r it iq u e  and  e v a lu a te  them , jo in  
in  th e  G reat D ance a c r o s s  Time and  S p a ce  in  M yth -  
lo r e 's  p a g e s , and  th e  o n look er  i s  g r a te fu l, and  ta p s  a 
fo o t.

I am g r a te fu l. May th e  s a n ity  and  s e n s it iv i t y  o f 
th e  M ythopoeic  S o c ie ty  c o n tin u e  to  p r o v id e  a h a v en  
fo r  th o s e  o f u s  w ea ry  o f  th e  s h o r t - l iv e d  and  e x p e n d 
a b le , th e  g l i t z y  tr a sh  o f  a d isp o sa b le  c u ltu r e . The  
S o c ie ty  h as r is e n  fa r  a b o v e  m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  m ere 
fandom  —  w h ich  too  o fte n  p a r ta k e s  o f  th e  im ita tive  
and  th e  v u lg a r , d is c o n n e c te d  from  th e  c a r e fu l c r a f t s 
m an sh ip  and  d is c ip lin e d  tr a d it io n s  o f th e  p a s t . L ew is 
Williams, T o lk ien ... I b e lie v e  th e y  w ou ld  be p le a se d , 
in d e e d  a re  p le a s e d , w ith  th e  v o ic e  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  
g iv e n  them  (and  a ll s e e k e r s  o f  th e  B lue F low er) in  an  
a g e  th a t s t r iv e s  to  d ea d en  th e  im p u lse  to  a lo n g -term  
Q u est. P erh a p s  th a t i s  th e  g r e a te s t  p r a is e  p o s s ib le .

Vernon Hyles Univ. o f Arkansas a t Pine B luff

I c o n tin u e  to  u s e  M yth lore  in  my SF and  F a n ta sy  
c la s s e s . . . .  I h a v e  had a r t ic le s  p u b lish e d  in  v a r io u s  
l i t e r a r y  and  p h ilo lo g ica l jo u r n a ls , I read  m any o f them  
r e g u la r ly , an d  I c o n s is t e n t ly  f in d  th e  m ateria l in  
M yth lore su p e r io r  in  q u a lity . [T he e d ito r  is ]  to  be  
com m ended.

Norma Roche Northampton, MA

What w e in  th e  S o c ie ty  sh a r e  to g e th e r  is  more 
th a n  en te r ta in m e n t or l i te r a tu r e  —  w e’v e  h e lp ed  each  
o th e r  grow  u p . My fa v o r ite  b o o k s h a v e  m ade me do  
som e se r io u s  th in k in g  a b o u t th e  th in g s  w e a ll fa c e  in  
th e  rea l w orld  — c o u r a g e , f a i th fu ln e s s ,  c a r in g  fo r  th e  
E arth , th e  n eed  to  k eep  p lu g g in g  e v e n  w h en  h ope  
seem s g o n e , th e  id ea  th a t th e r e  is  Som eone a b o v e  it  
all. A lo t o f  fa c to r s  g o  in to  th e  m aking o f  ea ch  in d i
v id u a l, b u t fo r  a ll o f  u s ,  th e  b o o k s w e lo v e  a re  p r i
m ary in g r e d ie n ts .  You —  a ll o f  y o u  w ho w r ite  fo r  and  
w ork  on M yth lore h a v e  h e lp ed  each  o th e r  w ith  th is  
p r o c e s s .  How m any tim es h a s  o n e  o f  y o u  p o in ted  o u t a 
b e a u tifu l p a s s a g e  I ’d read  r ig h t  o v e r , fo u n d  new  
m eaning  in  som e p o in t  th a t  seem ed  o b v io u s  b e fo r e , or  
c o n n e c te d  so m eth in g  in  Lord o f  th e  Rings to  som e
th in g  in  c la s s ic  l i te r a tu r e , in s p ir in g  me to  d is c o v e r  
th a t?  W ithout a ll o f  y o u , r e a d in g  w o u ld n ’t  b e a s  r ich  
an e x p e r ie n c e , an d  w ho I am w ou ld  b e a l i t t le  p o o rer .

A lexei Kondratiev Flushing, NY

T h o se  fo r  whom th e  r e a d in g  o f  h ig h  fa n ta s y  is  a 
p ro fo u n d  e x p e r ie n c e , b oth  a e s th e t ic  an d  sp ir itu a l, a re  
a sm all and  sc a t te r e d  m in ority , c o n s ta n t ly  fa ced  w ith  
m isu n d e r s ta n d in g  on th e  p a r t  o f  th o se  w ho v ie w  fa n 
t a s y  o n ly  a s  a  su p e r f ic ia l en te r ta in m e n t w ith  com m er
c ia l p o s s ib il it ie s .  A s a m em ber o f  th a t  m in ority  and  
o n e  w ho fo r  m any y e a r s  had  l i t t le  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
sh a r e  w ith  o th e r s  my fe e l in g s  a b o u t my fa v o r ite  w r it
e r s ,  I h a v e  fo u n d  th e  M yth op oeic  S o c ie ty  to  be a v ita l  
and  ir r e p la c e a b le  te r r a in  fo r  s t im u la tin g  ex ch a n g e .  
A gain  and  a g a in  I w on d er  to  s e e , in  th e  p a g e s  o f  
M yth lore, e v id e n c e  o f  so  m any o th e r s  w ho a re  s e n s i
t iv e  to  th e  life  g iv in g  p ow er o f  th e  m yth ic  im agina
tio n , w ho v iew  it  a s  so m eth in g  w h olesom e, n e c e s s a r y ,
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and indeed holy (reg a rd le ss  of re lig ious affiliations). 
G radually, as I have been able to  a tten d  some M ytho- 
poeic C onferences, I ’ve come to know th e  faces behind 
th e  names seen in  p r in t, and  gained some fr ie n d s  and  
co rresp o n d en ts  among them. The Society has evolved 
and m atured in  th e  y ea rs  I ’ve observed  it: u n d e r
s tan d in g  and  apprecia tion  of th e  Ink lin g s has dee
pened, and I am g ra tified  to see a tten tio n  being paid 
to o th e r g re a t fa n ta s is ts . The orig inal vision and 
enthusiasm  th a t shaped  th e  Society have stood the  
te s t  of time rem arkably  well, and I hope to  see it 
grow w ith undim inished v igor in  the  fu tu re .

On th e  F iftie th  Issu e  of M ythlore 
by Jo e  R. C h r is to p h e r

M ythlore... is  a con tinu ing  source of a rtic le s  
a b o u t...  th e .. .  In k lin g s , b u t  th e  q u a lity  of th o se  
a rtic le s  is  v e ry  uneven . Generally th ey  a re  qu ite  
b rie f, more in  th e  n a tu re  of no tes th an  a rtic les ; most 
a re  th e  work of dedicated  re a d e rs  (add ressed  to a 
like audience) ra th e r  th an  scholars.

—Kathleen S pencer

The Common Scholar lacks in  scho larsh ip , 
read in g  to  sa tis fy  h is common g rip

on w hat has happened  and on w hat i t  means, 
de ligh ting  equally  in  s ty le s ’ cu isines, 

like golden app les, w ith rich n ess  to  th e  pip.

And does he shape h is th o u g h ts  in to  a sc rip , 
and  does she p ra ise  im agination’s tr ip , 

th en  p ub lish ing  w ithin a magazine, 
th a t Common Reader?

Ah, he o r she w ithin a book can dip, 
th en  read  en th ra lled , if  th a t  romance can slip 

a M ystery  beyond th e  common scenes: 
the  Ink lin g s w rote th e ir  novels not fo r deans, 

and  not fo r scho lars, alive fo r le a rn in g ’s tip , 
b u t Common R eaders.

On th e  Placem ent of Criticism 
by  Joe R. C hristopher

[MJany of th e  a rtic le s  in [M ythlore] a re  qu ite  
re sp ec tab le  enough fo r [Speculum or PMLA].

—Ju d ith  A. Johnson

R espectab ility ’s the  sch o la r’s game,
fo r one’s prom otion’s b u ilt upon th a t  frame:

"Yes, M ythlore’s nice, b u t is  i t  re fe reed ?
I ’m up  fo r ten u re , and  I have th is  need"— 

so one, em barrassed , m ight confess in  shame.

No, no, a dean will n ev er deem th e  fame 
of i t  u p  to  an  o lder, unillo’d name—

o r e lse , th e  c o n te n ts  h e ’d h av e  to  ju d g e , 
ag reed

resp ec tab le .

But wisdom, ah, deep lea rn in g , is  a  flame 
which b u rn s  no t only in  ovens, w ell-banked and 

tame;
th e re ’s w ildness too, which fo re s ts  will o u t-  

sp eed —
do Tongues of Flame be-cap  the  Ph.D.’d?

Who care  w hat jo u rn a ls  solemn deans proclaim 
respectab le!

Melanie A. Rawls Thom asville, GA

C ongratu lations to  M ythlore on i ts  fif tie th  issue  
and  to  th e  M ythopoeic Society fo r i ts  tw en tie th  year. 
F an tasy  l ite ra tu re  ap p ea rs  to lig h t the  c rea tiv e  imagi
nations of i ts  re a d e rs : e ssay s , poems, p ic tu re s , books, 
costum es, songs, p lays, sc u lp tu re s  and w ho-know s- 
w hat-e lse  p ou r out. We a re  fo rtu n a te  to  have the  
Society and  its  pub lications to prov ide u s  a forum.

R obert A. H a ll, J r .  C orne ll U n iv e rs ity

As a specia list in  lin g u is tic s , I firm ly believe th a t 
th e  s tu d y  of language and  th a t  of li te ra tu re  should be 
jo ined hand in  hand in  philology, the  s tu d y  of a cu l
tu re  (real or im aginary) th ro u g h  its  tex ts , anc ien t and 
m odern. Philology is, as Tolkien poin ted  ou t in  h is 
Oxford valed ic to ry  a d d re ss , based  on love of w ords 
and  th e ir  m eanings. Philo logists a re  lovers of w ords.

In  re c e n t y ea rs , th is  noble u n d e rta k in g  of philol
ogy has been su b v e rte d  by  a movement based  on a 
supposed  "rad ica l skepticism  concern ing  language." I ts  
a d h e re n ts  aim a t "d eco n stru c tin g "  (ie. dem olishing, 
d estro y in g ) ev e ry  tex t th ey  deal w ith. F irs t  th e y  deny  
th a t  an y  word can have a c learly  iden tifiab le  meaning. 
Then th e y  fo ist wildly p e rv e rse  in te rp re ta tio n s  onto 
th e  tex t, o ften  read in g  in to  it  a meaning exactly  th e  
opposite  of w hat i ts  a u th o r specifically  in ten d ed . In  
Tolkien’s term inology, th e  d eco n stru c tio n is ts  a re  misol- 
o g is ts , h a te rs  of w ords. Like th e  o res  in  The Lord of 
th e  R ings, th e y  t r e a t  w ords and th e ir  m eanings as 
th in g s  to  be defiled and  played n a s ty  games w ith.

H ere is  w h ere  M yth lo re  an d  th e  M ythopoeic 
Society come in , to  reaffirm  th e  positive value of both 
language and  lite ra tu re . We, as c o n tr ib u to rs  and  mem
b e rs , love th e  tex ts  which we d iscu ss , and  we love 
th e  language which is  th e  vehicle of th e se  tex ts . We 
know th a t  th e  a u th o rs  in ten d  m eanings (even when 
th e  w orlds th ey  d iscu ss  a re  in ten tiona lly  im aginary), 
and  we do o u r b e s t to  d iscover those  m eanings. We 
may d is a g re e  am ong o u rs e lv e s  on one p o in t o r  
an o th e r, fo r of such  is  in te llec tu a l d isco u rse  made. 
But an y  d isagreem ents a re  (I hope!) frien d ly  and  con
s tru c tiv e . They a re  of v e ry  minor im portance com
p ared  w ith our love of th e  l ite ra tu re  we read  and 
analyze, and  of th e  fa n ta sy  which n o u rish es  o u r imag
ination  and  ou r scho larsh ip .

B e n ja m in  U r r u t i a  P ro v o , UT

D uring my f i r s t  ten  y e a rs  in th e  Society, my 
involvem ent was from a d istance  — sometimes a v e ry  
long d istance . In  1985 and 1986, i t  changed  d ra s t i
cally. I ac tually  met sev era l Mythopoeic people in 
p e rso n  — Gracia Fay Ellwood, Glen GoodKnight, Sarah 
Beach, Bonnie Callahan, S teven  Walker, P a trick  Wynne, 
etc. I ac tually  a tten d ed  a Society Conference. My life 
has been im m easurably en riched  by th e se  w onderfu l 
folks.

Anne Osborn R iverside,CA

I have belonged to  th e  Mythopoeic Society since 
1970, when a p o in ted -ea red  E lrond-robed  Glen got me 
to p lay  Toss th e  Ring In to  th e  M ountain a t  th e  L.A. 
R enaissance Faire. As is so common, th is  was th e  f i r s t  
time I had realized  th a t o th e r people fe lt as  deeply  as 
I did abo u t Tolkien and  Lewis (my app rec ia tion  fo r 
Williams came la te r) . I have met some of my d e a re s t
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fr ie n d s  th ro u g h  th e  S o c ie ty , and h ave draw n som e o f  
my d e a r e s t  fr ie n d s  in to  it . The S o c ie ty  g iv e s  me a 
p la c e  to  be th e  t r u e s t  me, an d  i t s  v a lu e  to  me 
in c r e a s e s  w ith  age .

Thom as H ow ard B e v e r ly  Farm s,M A

In N arnia, both  th e  good fo lk s  and  th e  bad knew  
cer ta in  th in g s  b eca u se  th e r e  w ere  s t i l l  p eo p le  (and  
o th er  c r e a tu r e s )  a b ou t k eep in g  th e  old ta le s  and  
rh ym es a liv e . We seem  to  liv e  in  a w orld  lik e  that: if  
th e  a n c ien t S to ry  is  n ot k ep t a liv e , cer ta in  th in g s  w ill 
d ie . T hose " certain  th in g s ,"  o f  c o u r se , are  T he Most 
Im portant T h in gs — w hat T.S. E liot ca lled  T he Perm a
n en t T h in gs.

O rch ids, la u re ls , and  h a ts  o ff  to  M ythlore for  
b e in g  one o f  th e  co n d u its .

K a th ry n  L in d sk o o g  O ra n g e , CA

How fa s t  th e  p a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s  h a v e  g o n e  —  as  
i f  in  a fa n ta sy . I am a lw ays th a n k fu l for  th e  fr ie n d s ,  
th e  stim u lation , th e  en terta in m en t, and th e  en rich m en t  
th a t th e  M ythopoeic S o c ie ty  h as ad d ed  to  my life . I 
n e v e r  t ir e  o f  M yth lore. I r e jo ice  in  fr ie n d s  old  and  
new  w ho ap p ear th e r e  th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s .

J e r r y  D a n ie l, E d ito r  CSL New Y o rk  C .S . L ew is S o c ie ty

All I can  sa y  is  "M agnificent."  No on e e ls e  is  
p ro v id in g  e x a c tly  th e  sam e p le a su r e  and  in s tr u c tio n  
you  a re  p r o v id in g  fo r  th o se  w ho lo v e  fa n ta sy  lite r a 
tu re  and th e  In k lin g s . Joe C h r isto p h er’s " In k lin g s’ 
B ib liography"  is  a  fe a tu r e  w h ich  sh ou ld  be co n tin u ed  
and  exp an d ed .

P a u l R i tz  C le a r w a te r , FL

The M ythopoeic S o c ie ty  and  M ythlore h a v e  in f lu 
en ced  my e n tir e  life . I h a v e  b een  aw are o f  fa n ta sy  
and b eca u se  o f it  becam e in v o lv ed  w ith  b ook s, f ir s t  
w ork in g  in  a b ook store  and  now  a s  a lib rar ian . I t  has  
a lso  ad d ed  in  h e lp in g  me fin d  my fr ie n d s  w ith  sim ilar  
in t e r e s ts .

Ia n  B a l la n t in e  New Y o rk , NY

I h a v e  en jo y e d  and  adm ired M ythlore s in c e  you  
b eg a n  p u b lica tio n . You h a v e  made an im portant co n tr i
b u tion  to  g a in in g  a fu ll a p p rec ia tio n  of a u th o rs  o f 
h igh  im agination .
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they are listed for four issues. You are encouraged to 
become a Benefactor by writing the Editor, Glen 
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B o n n ie  C a lla h a n P a s a d e n a , CA
P a u la  D iS a n ti G ro s s  P o in t  W oods, MI
R o b e rt B . G rib b o n H y a t ta v i l l e , MD
R o b e rt H a l l ,  J r . I t h a c a , NY
H e le n  H obbs S a lem , IN
T h e o d o re  K e l le r E . S tro u d s b u rg , PA
A lis o n  L ew is H ayw ard , CA
F ra n k  M e d la r C h e s tn u t H i l l , MA
A nne O sb o rn O ra n g e , CA
D ean P ic to n H o lly w o o d , FL
M ary M cD erm ott S h id e le r B o u ld e r , CO
D a v id  T ow nsend W oburn, MA
M ario n  V anLoo H o rto n , MI
H o lly  W ilk in so n C o ro n a  D e l M ar, CA

NM
The cloud people are women
long-necked, long-striding
a round jar balanced
high on the head.
Shadows of the white,
the grey, the black jars,
Inscribed with spirals,
terraces, lightning
pass over the plains,
from mountain to mountain
in silence, as the tall
women return bearing water
from the old, deep well.
Ursula K. Le Guin
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