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"CONFERENCE"
AN

D"THE TERRIBLE GOOD"A SOUL'S 
JOURNEYTO AWARENESS AND RESPONSIBILITY

"IF THE CITY WERE AS EMPTY AS IT SEEMED, IF THERE WERE NO COMPANION
A N Y W H E R E ,  W H Y  T H E  L I G H T S ? "

DEBORAH CARTER-DAY
A lic e  Mary H a d fie ld  in  h e r e ssa y  e n t i t l e d ,  "C o in h e ren ce , 

S u b s titu tio n  and E xchange in  C h a rle s  W illia m s ' P o e try  and 
P o e try -M a k in g ,"  sa y s  th a t  C h a rle s  W illiam s c o n s id e re d  th e  
m ost im p o rta n t c o n ce p t o f  h is  w r itin g  . . . ( to  b e ) th a t  
w hich he c a lle d  c o in h e re n c e , o r , in  f u l l ,  c o in h e re n c e , su b 
s t i tu t i o n  and e x c h a n g e ."1 She m en tio n s h is  p a m p h le t, "The 
Way o f E x ch an g e," r e p r in te d  in  The Im age o f th e  C ity  (L ondon, 
1958) w here he say s " . . . t h e r e  i s  a  u n io n  o f e x is te n c e s , and 
everyw here an in te rd e p e n d e n c e  in  s o c ia l  l i f e  f o r  m u tu al 
b e n e f i t  o r s u r v iv a l ."2 T h is  id e a  o f c o in h e re n c e  and  i n t e r 
dependence f o r  m u tual b e n e f i t  o r  s u rv iv a l i s  b ro u g h t to  
f r u i t io n  in  A ll H allow s E ve, C h a rle s  W illia m s ' l a s t  n o v e l. 
H ere, th e  s p i r i t  o f a  young g i r l ,  L e s te r , who h a s r e c e n tly  
d ie d , p ro g re s se s  th ro u g h  s e v e ra l s t a te s  o f aw aren ess u n t i l  
she le a rn s  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f c o in h e re n c e , s u b s ti tu tio n  and 
exchange in  a c h ie v in g  a  " t e r r i b l e  good"! h e r s o u l 's  e n tra n c e  
in to  th e  C ity  o f God.

A t f i r s t ,  th e re  i s  much c o n fu sio n  in  L e s te r 's  m ind. The 
su d d en ess o f h e r d e a th  h as l e f t  h e r u n p re p a re d  and p e rp le x e d . 
C o n sc io u sn ess o f th e  im p lic a tio n s  o f d e a th  com es to  h e r 
slo w ly  and she s tru g g le s  even  th en  to  com prehend w hat i t  a l l  
m eans. Her dilem m a becom es th e  r e a d e r 's  a s  w e ll, and  i t  i s  
n o t u n t i l  n e a r th e  end o f th e  f i r s t  c h a p te r  t h a t  th e  s t a te  
o f h e r b e in g  i s  f i n a l l y  c la r i f i e d .  A f te r  r e a l iz in g  th a t  i t  
i s  she and n o t R ich a rd  (h e r  h u sb an d ) who i s  d e ad , sh e  th in k s  
to  h e r s e lf :

T h is  how ever w as a  q u i te  new  l i f e .  H er good  
f o r tu n e  h ad  p r e s e rv e d  h e r  fro m  an y  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  t h a t  s t a t e  w h ich  i s — a lm o s t a d e q u a te ly —  
c a l le d  " d e a t h - i n - l i f e " j  i t  h ad  c o n s e q u e n tly  
l i t t l e  p re p a re d  h e r  f o r  t h i s  l i f e - i n - d e a t h .
H er h e a r t  had n o t f a l l e n —e v e r , e v e r— th ro u g h  
an unfathom ed e m p tin e s s , su p p o rte d  o n ly  on 
th e  f l u t t e r in g  w ings o f ev ery d ay  l i f e ;  an d  n o t 
even r e a l iz in g  i t  was so  su p p o rte d . She was 
a  q u ite  o rd in a ry , and  r a th e r  lu c k y , g i r l  and 
sh e was d e a d .3

W andering a im le s s ly  th ro u g h  th e  s i l e n t  c i ty  o f  h e r 
d e a th , she c o n tin u e s  to  c o n te m p la te  h e r  "new l i f e . "  She i s  
a t  a  lo s s  a s  to  w hat sh e sh o u ld  d o . B ein g  u n p re p a re d  f o r  
d e a th , she can n o t d is c o v e r  w hat m eaning th e re  i s  in  t h i s  
” . . .  C ity  ( th a t )  la y  s i l e n t l y  a ro u n d  h e r . . . " 4  sh e  pon
d e rs  th e  q u e s tio n !

I f  th e  C ity  w ere a s  em pty a s  i t  seem ed, i f  
th e re  w ere no com panion an y w h ere , why th e  
l ig h ts ?  She g azed  a t  them , and  th e  w onder 
f l ic k e r e d  and  w ent aw ay, and a f t e r  a  w h ile  
r e tu r n e d . . .a n d  so  on f o r  a  lo n g  tim e . . . .  
tho u g h  sh e had  been  a  re a so n a b ly  i n t e l l i g e n t  
and f o r c e f u l  c r e a tu r e , sh e  had  n e v e r in  f a c t  
had to  d is p la y  any  i n i t i a t i v e — much le s s  su ch  
i n i t i a t i v e  a s  was n eed ed  h e re . She had  n e v e r 
much th o u g h t o f  d e a th ; . . . n e v e r p re p a re d  
f o r  i t ;  sh e  had  n e v e r r e la te d  a n y th in g  to  i t .
She h ad  n o th in g  w h a te v e r to  do  w ith  i t ,  o r  
( th e r e f o r e )  in  i t .  As i t  seem ed  to  h av e

n o th in g  to  o f f e r  h e r  e x c e p t th in  w ide p ro s 
p e c t o f  London, sh e rem ain ed  h e lp le s s .5

H er c o n te m p la tio n  b e g in s  to  r e v e a l  c e r ta in  f a c t s  a b o u t 
h e r . We le a r n  th a t  " b e s id e s  R ic h a rd , th e  o n ly  th in g  in  w hich
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sh e  hold been  in te r e s te d  had  been  th e  a p p a ra tu s  o f  m o rta l 
l i f e ;  n o t p e o p le —she had  n o t o a red  f o r  p e o p le , e x c e p t p e r 
h ap s E v e ly n ;. . . "6 And th a t  sh e  h a s much p r id e , "a  good 
d e a l o f  p r id e , e s p e c ia l ly  s e x u a l— ( i t )  had  k e p t h e r from  
com m itm ents e x c e p t w ith  R ic h a rd ."7 H er p e r s o n a lity  b e g in s  
to  ta k e  sh a p e : sh e  had  n e v e r d is p la y e d  much i n i t i a t i v e ,  she 
c a re d  l i t t l e  f o r  p e o p le , and  sh e  was p ro u d .

B eg in n in g  to  w alk a g a in , sh e  m oves to w ard  L e ic e s te r  
S q u are  Tube S ta tio n  and  s e e s , on th e  o p p o s ite  s id e  o f th e  
ro a d , som eone s ta n d in g  th e r e . H er em o tio n s a re  s tr a n g e ly  
u n en g ag ed . "She was s t i l l  n o t c o n sc io u s  o f  any  sh o ck  o f 
s u r p r is e  o r o f  f e a r  o r  ev en  o f r e l i e f .  H er em o tio n s w ere 
n o t in  a c t i o n ."8 The f ig u r e  sh e  s e e s  i s  E v e ly n , an  a c q u a in 
ta n c e  sh e  once s p e n t much tim e w ith , th o u g h  sh e  r e a l ly  d id  
n o t l ik e  h e r . M eetin g  a t  th e  b r id g e , by c h an c e , th e y  had  
b o th  been  k i l l e d  when a  f i g h te r  p la n e  had  c ra sh e d  in to  them . 
They a re  b o th  som ew hat r e lie v e d  when th e y  se e  each  o th e r , 
tho u g h  n e ith e r  sp e a k s o f d e a th . A gain a  new f a c t  a b o u t 
L e s te r  i s  re v e a le d : 'L e s te r  had  no la c k  o f  c o u ra g e . She had 
a lw ay s b een  w il lin g , a s  i t  i s  c a l le d , " to  fa c e  f a c t s " ; .  . . ' 9 
I r o n ic a l ly ,  much l a t e r ,  L e s te r  w i l l  be r e q u ir e d  to  fa c e  th e  
f a c t s  o f h e r own in d if f e re n c e  and  n e g le c t in  r e g a rd s  to  
a n o th e r a c q u a in ta n c e .

S u rp ris e d  som ew hat th a t  sh e  h a s a  new com panion, L e s te r  
a llo w s  E v ely n  to  le a d  h e r away to  th e  p a rk , t h e i r  own grow 
in g  f e a r s  n e c e s s i ta t in g  th e  re a s s u ra n c e  t h a t  stem s from  th e  
o th e r 's  e x is te n c e  in  th e  s i l e n t  w o rld  th e y  now in h a b i t .  B u t 
L e s te r  soon r e a l iz e s  th a t  h e r  com panion in  d e a th  i s  a  f o o l is h ,  
p r a t t l in g ,  m a lic io u s  g i r l .  She ru d e ly  t e l l s  E v ely n  to  be 
q u ie t .

The v o ic e  s to p p e d  . . . The s t i l l n e s s  o f th e  
C ity  was im m ed ia te ly  p re s e n t a g a in  an d  f o r  a  
moment sh e  a lm o st r e g r e t te d  h e r w o rd s. B u t 
o f  th e  two sh e knew sh e  p r e fe r r e d  th e  im m ense, 
th e  in im ic a l s ile n c e  to  t h a t  in s e n s a te  b a b b le .
D eath  a s  d e a th  was p re fe ra b le  to  d e a th  m im icking 
a  f o o l is h  l i f e . 10

As h e r aw aren ess o f h e r  new s i tu a t io n  in c r e a s e s , L e s te r  
b e g in s  to  r e a l iz e  s e v e ra l im p o rta n t f a c t s .  She once w ould 
have been  im p a tie n t o r  sy m p a th e tic  to  E v ely n  who i s  c ry in g  
b e ca u se  L e s te r  a sk ed  h e r to  be q u ie t .  Now sh e f e e l s  n o th in g . 
As h e r  f r i e n d 's  c ry in g  an d  c h a tte r in g  c o n tin u e , L e s te r  
th in k s  how sh e  m ig h t f e e l  i f  i t  w ere R ic h a rd  s i t t i n g  b e s id e  
h e r  th e re  in  d i s t r e s s .  She th in k s  she p ro b a b ly  w ould n o t 
have o f fe re d  him  h e lp  o r c o n c e rn , b u t in s te a d , "sh e  w ould 
have e x p e c te d  him  to  h e lp  h e r ."11 H er s e lf is h n e s s  c o n tin u e s  
to  in tru d e  in to  h e r th o u g h ts . Then so m eth in g  h ap p en s to  
change th e  d i r e c tio n  h e r th o u g h ts  have ta k e n .

In  h e r f i r s t  c o n sc io u s  r e c o l le c t io n  o f h e r p a s t ,  sh e  
rem em bers an  in s ta n c e  o f c o u r te s y , an  a c t  o f  "p u re  c o u rte s y "  
an d  i t  i s  t h i s  r e c o l le c t io n  th a t  p re v e n ts  h e r from  s e l f i s h ly  
ab an d o n in g  h e r f r ie n d . H er h e a r t  acknow ledges a  d e b t b e 
cau se  she had  s p e n t m ore tim e  w ith  E v ely n  in  l i f e  th a n  sh e 
had  anyone e ls e  e x c e p t R ic h a rd . In  g row ing  m o ral a w a re n e ss , 
L e s te r  re m a in s w ith  h e r com panion. 'S h e  s a id  in  a  v o ic e  
to u ch ed  by p i ty  i f  n o t by co m p assio n , " I t 's  no good ta lk in g , 
e s p e c ia l ly  l ik e  t h a t .  D o n 't you u n d e rs ta n d ? "12

When h e r  f r ie n d  s h r ie k s  o u t, "Why a re  we h e re  l ik e  th is ?
I  h a v e n 't  done a n y th in g . I  h a v e n 't ;  I  t e l l  you I  h a v e n 't .
I  h a v en ’ t  done a n y th in g ."1 3 . . L e s te r  r e a l iz e s  t h a t  th o se  
w ords have ta k e n  on a  new and  s ig n i f ic a n t  m ean ing , l ik e  an 
a c c u s a tio n  th e y  h o v er in  th e  a i r .  A t t h i s  p o in t L e s te r  u n d e r
s ta n d s  t h a t  in  t h is  w o rld  e v e ry  c a s u a l u tte r a n c e  o f h e rs  o r 
E v e ly n ’ s  r in g s  w ith  new c l a r i t y  an d  m eaning . A p p a lle d  by 
th e  dilem m a o f b e in g  fo rc e d  to  be w ith  E v ely n  in s te a d  o f 
R ic h a rd , she i s  h o r r i f ie d :

She saw E v e ly n , E v ely n  in s te a d  o f R ic h a rd .
She s ta r e d  down a t  th e  o th e r  g i r l  and  sh e  
ex c la im ed  a lo u d , "Oh my G od!" I t  w as th e  
k in d  o f c a s u a l e x c la m a tio n  sh e  and  R ic h a rd  
had  b een  in  th e  h a b it  o f  th ro w in g  a b o u t a l l  
o v e r th e  p la c e . I t  m eant n o th in g . . , B u t 
in  t h i s  a i r  e v e ry  w ord m eant so m e th in g , m eant 
i t s e l f ; . . . and  th e  o a th  had  ech o ed  in to  an 
in v o c a tio n . 14

As sh e  b e g in s  to  acknow ledge th e  m eaning in h e re n t in

th e  w ords sh e  an d  E v ely n  have u t te r e d ,  L e s te r  r e a l iz e s  a  
g r e a t  t r u th .  I t  i s  em bodied in  h e r  h u sb a n d 's  im ag e. She 
e x c la im s , d e s p a ir in g ly , " R ic h a rd !"  an d

As sh e  sp o k e , sh e  a lm o s t saw  h i s  f a c e , h im s e lf  
s a y in g  so m e th in g , an d  sh e  th o u g h t sh e  w ould 
have u n d e rs to o d  th a t  m ean in g , f o r  h is  fa c e  w as 
p a r t  o f  th e  m ean in g , a s  i t  a lw ay s h ad  b e e n , 
and* sh e  had  l iv e d  w ith  t h a t  m ean ing—lo v e d , 
d e s ir e d , denounced  i t .  S o m eth in g  i n t e l l i g i b l e  
an d  g r e a t  loom ed an d  w as g o n e . . . 15

Now sh e  i s  aw are t h a t  sh e  m ust do so m e th in g  an d  g e n tly  
sp e a k s  o f t h i s  to  E v e ly n . B u t h e r  f r i e n d  r e i t e r a t e s  t h a t  
sh e  h a s done n o th in g , n o t r e a l iz in g  a s  L e s te r  d o es th e  tru e  
m eaning o f h e r w o rd s. L e s te r  t e l l s  h e r :

"N o ," sh e  s a id , " I  know . N or have I —m uch.”
She had  f o r  s ix  m onths k e p t h o u se  f o r  R ic h a rd  
an d  h e r s e l f  and  m eant i t .  She h ad  m ean t i t ;  
q u a r re ls  an d  b ic k e r in g  c o u ld  n o t a l t e r  t h a t ;  
ev en  th e  th ro w in g  away c o u ld  n o t a l t e r  i t .  . . .  
i t  was a s  c e r ta in  a s  any  o f  th e  s t a r s  now above 
h e r  in  th e  sk y . F o r th e  seco n d  tim e  sh e  f e l t — 
a p a r t  fro m  E v e ly n —h e r  p a s t  p r e s e n t  w ith  h e r .
. . . t h i s  w as s tro n g e r  an d  m ore f ix e d . She 
l iv e d  m ore e a s i ly  f o r  t h a t  m om ent.16

T h is  i s  an  im p o rta n t d is c o v e ry  t h a t  L e s te r  m akes. H er 
re s o lv e  to  do so m e th in g  now s t a r t s  h e r  on th e  ro a d  to  h e r 
own s o u l 's  s a lv a t io n . The f a c t  th a t  sh e  h ad  lo v e d  R ic h a rd  
an d  h ad  m eant h e r  p a s s io n  f o r  him  w i l l  a llo w  h e r  to  redeem  
h e r  s p i r i t .  She know s o f  lo v e , b u t  h a s  n o t b een  g e n e ro u s  
w ith  i t .  She s t i l l  h a s a  c h a n c e , o f f e r e d  by  th e  u n iv e r s e , 
to  le a r n  a b o u t c o in h e re n c e , s u b s t i tu t io n  an d  ex ch a n g e .
L a te r , once sh e  h a s a c c e p te d  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in h e r e n t 
in  th e s e  a c tio n s  an d  th e n  a c te d  upon them , sh e  w i l l  have a  
g r e a te r  ch an ce  o f  becom ing a  c i t i z e n  in  th e  C ity  o f God and  
o f  know ing an d  a c c e p tin g  th e  " t e r r i b l e  good" t h a t  e x is t s  in  
th e  u n iv e rs e .

A lic e  M ary H a d fie ld  re m in d s u s o f w hat C h a rle s  Willia m s  
m eant an d  w hat L e s te r  w i l l  h av e  to  le a r n  in  h e r  d e s c r ip tio n  
o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  c o in h e re n c e , s u b s t i tu t io n  an d  e x ch an g e:

. . .  We l iv e  fro m  o th e r s , aw are o f i t  o r  
n o t—and  we can  do so  w ith  f a r  m ore in te n s e  
en e rg y  th a n  i s  common. I t  i s  n o t a  m a tte r  
o n ly  o f m a rrie d  p e o p le  lo v in g  e a c h  o th e r , 
how ever d e e p ly , o r  o f  d e d ic a te d  comm unal com
m u n itie s . A g r e a te r  l i f e  l i e s  a b o u t u s  a l l .
A w areness o f  t h i s  l i f e  can  a f f e c t  o u r em o tio n s 
an d  o u r w i l l s ,  an d  in  tim e  o u r a c t io n s .  A 
new l i f e  can  s p r in g  in  u s , w hich  i s  known in  
th e  c o in h e re n c e  o f  th e  g r e a te r  l i f e  an d  o u r
s e lv e s . L o v ers know a  l i t t l e  w h at i t  i s  to  
l iv e  th e  o th e r 's  l i f e ,  to  l iv e  h e r  fa m ily  
tr o u b le s , h is  f e a r  o f  f a i l u r e  a t  w ork—n o t 
s h a r in g  b u t l iv in g  fro m  th e s e  c o n d itio n s  a s  
i f  th e y  w ere o n e 's  own, a  t r u e  s u b s t i tu t io n ,  
c o in h e re n c e  and  e x ch a n g e . W hat we can  do and  
know a s  lo v e r s , lo v e  te a c h e s  we can  sp en d  our- 
l iv e s  becom ing a b le  to  do an d  know in  a  few  
m ore in s ta n c e s  an d  c irc u m s ta n c e s .17

T h u s, L e s te r 's  a w are n e ss o f th e  lo v in g  ex change b e tw een  h e r 
s e l f  an d  R ic h a rd  can  be e x te n d e d  to  o th e r s  now . T hrough  th e  
r i t u a l  o f  c o in h e re n c e , s u b s t i tu t io n  an d  ex ch an g e  sh e  can 
h e lp  som eone e l s e ,  i f  sh e  can  o n ly  f in d  som eone in  n e ed .
Once sh e  e x te n d s  h e r  lo v e , h e r  c h a n c e s  f o r  re d e m p tio n  can  n o t 
be f a r  away in  e i t h e r  tim e  o r s p a c e .

A lm ost a  m onth l a t e r ,  a f t e r  E v ely n  an d  L e s te r  have 
re c o n c ile d  th e m se lv e s  to  t h e i r  l i f e - in - d e a th  an d  t h e i r  d e so 
la t i o n  in  th a t  s i l e n t  c i t y  th a t  seem s in te n d e d  a s  a  k in d  o f 
P u rg a to ry , s e v e ra l m ore p e o p le , th o se  who in h a b i t  th e  r e a l  
w o rld  th e  tw o d ead  g i r l s  have l e f t  b e h in d , a re  in tro d u c e d : 
R ic h a rd  F u r n iv a l, L e s te r 's  h u sb an d ; Jo n a th a n  D ra y to n , a  
renow ned  p a in te r  an d  f r ie n d  o f  R ic h a r d 's ;  B e tty  W a llin g fo rd , 
J o n a th a n 's  f ia n c e e ; Lady W a llin g fo rd , B e t ty 's  m o th e r; and 
F a th e r  Sim on, a  r e l ig io u s  le a d e r  w hose m y s te rio u s  w o rk in g s 
have b een  th e  m ain to p ic  f o r  n ew sp ap ers ev ery w h ere  f o r  th e  
l a s t  few  m on th s. T hese men and  women w i l l  be a c t iv e  p a r t i c i 
p a n ts  in  L e s te r 's  a tte m p t to  h e lp  som eone. F o r i t  i s  B e tty  
W a llin g fo rd  who i s  to  be th e  r e c ip ie n t  o f  L e s te r 's  g i f t .
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As th e  s t o r y  u n fo ld s , B e t ty 's  p a th e t ic  p l ig h t  seem s to  
ta k e  p re c e d e n c e  o v e r a l l  th e  o th e r  fra g m e n ts  o f  th e  s to r y .  
V ic tim iz e d  by h e r  m o th er an d  F a th e r  S im on, sh e  i s  to  b e  u se d  
in  a  g h a s tly  m a g ic a l e x p e rim e n t t h a t  w i l l  u l t im a te ly  c au se  
h e r  d e a th . F a th e r  Sim on (who i s  in  r e a l i t y  h e r  n a tu r a l  
f a th e r ) ,  a s  a  n ecro m an c e r an d  a  c a b a l i s t ,  s e e k s  to  e x te n d  
h is  pow er b ey o n d  h is  a c tu a l  e x is te n c e  on t h i s  e a r th .  U sin g  
h is  d a u g h te r , who h a s  b een  c o n c e iv e d  j u s t  f o r  t h i s  d i a b o l i 
c a l  p u rp o se , he w a n ts to  se n d  h e r  a s  h is  s e r v a n t to  t h a t  
o th e r  w o rld  w here E v e ly n  an d  L e s te r  now r e s id e  to  le a r n  th e  
f u tu r e .  T h is  w i l l  in s u r e  o m n ip o ten ce  in  h is  p r e s e n t  s p h e re . 
A lre ad y  he i s  c a p a b le  o f  s e p a r a t in g  B e t ty 's  s o u l fro m  h e r  
body by m agic an d  h a s  s e n t  h e r  on s e v e r a l  e r ra n d s  in to  t h a t  
s p i r i t u a l  w o rld . U ltim a te ly , he d e s i r e s  t h a t  sh e  r e s id e  
th e re  p e rm a n e n tly  an d  h a s  s e t  down a  r i t u a l  t h a t  w i l l  c au se  
h e r d e a th .

I t  i s  on one o f th e s e  p ilg r im a g e s  in to  th e  o th e r , 
s p i r i t  w o rld , t h a t  L e s te r  f i r s t  s e e s  B e tty , who sh e  once 
knew a t  s c h o o l b u t d id  n o t b eh av e  v e ry  c h a r i ta b ly  to w a rd s . 
When B e tty , f r ig h te n e d  by  E v e ly n ’s  m a lic io u s  la u g h , ru n s  
b ack  to  h e r  m o th e r 's  h o u se , L e s te r  fo llo w s  h e r  f r i e n d s  to  
d is c o v e r  w h at i s  g o in g  o n . T hough sh e  c o n f ro n ts  E v ely n  w ith  
h e r  w ic k e d n e ss , E v e ly n  f l a t l y  d e n ie s  L e s te r 's  a c c u s a tio n . 
E v e ly n , a lw ay s c r u e l ,  a lw ay s p e t ty ,  s e e k s  to  h u r t  an d  
f r ig h te n  B e tty  j u s t  a s  sh e  once d id  when sh e  w as a l i v e .  B u t 
L e s te r , c a u g h t up  in  B e t t y 's  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d , r e s o lv e s  to  
h e lp  h e r  an d  p u l l s  aw ay fro m  E v e ly n  an d  h e r  b i t t e r  an d  s e l f 
i s h  u t te r a n c e , "Oh come aw ay! " 18

A t th e  w ords L e s te r , f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  in  h e r  
l i f e ,  saw  a  te m p ta tio n  p r e c is e ly  a s  i t  i s  when 
i t  h a s  c e a se d  to  te m p t—re p u g n a n t, im p la u s ib le , 
m ean. She s a id  n o th in g . She w en t fo rw a rd  an d  
up th e  s t e p s .  She w en t on in to  L ady W a llin g 
f o r d 's  h o u s e .19

Once in s id e  th e  h a l l ,  L e s te r  i s  c o n fro n te d  w ith  many 
shadow s an d  im ag es t h a t  r e s u l t  fro m  a  m agic s ig n  w hich 
F a th e r  Sim on h a s  made o v e r h e r . U naware o f  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  
o f h e r  p re s e n c e , b u t s u s p e c tin g  t h a t  i t  i s  so m e th in g  fro m  
t h a t  o th e r  w o rld , he m eans to  re d u c e  th e  in tr u d e r  to  h is  own 
w i l l .  A f te r  m aking a  m a g ic a l s ig n  o v e r th e  s p i r i t  ( i . e . ,  
L e s te r ) ,  F a th e r  Sim on a s k s  "W hy?" an d  e v e ry  memory o f th o s e  
tim e s  when L e s te r  d id  n o t h e lp  B e tty  a p p e a rs .

I t  w as u p o n  th o s e  v a g u e  a n d  u n e x p lo re d  mem
o r i e s  t h a t  th e  m a g ic a l s ig n  h a d  p o w e r. T he 
h a l l  b ecam e to  h e r  s u d d e n ly  f u l l  o f  sh a d o w s.
B e tty  w as on a l l  s id e s  o f  h e r  an d  so  w as sh e .
. . . She saw  h e r s e l f  ig n o r in g  B e tty , sn u b b in g  
B e tty , d e s p is in g  B e tty — in  th e  g a rd e n s , in  th e  
d o rm ito ry , in  th e  s t r e e t ,  ev en  in  t h i s  h a l l .
T hey w ere so  V iv id  to  h e r  t h a t  sh e  f o r g o t  th e  
god on th e  s t a i r ; sh e  w as s e c lu d e d  fro m  him  in  
a l l  t h i s  g h o s tly  vehem ence o f  h e r  p a s t .20

A g o n iz in g ly  L e s te r  i s  c o n fro n te d  w ith  h e r  p a s t  in d if f e r e n c e  
to  B e t ty 's  n e e d s . And sh e  s u f f e r s  f o r  h e r  p a s t  n e g le c t .

W here sh e  once h ad  r e fu s e d  to  h e lp , sh e  w as 
now l e f t  to  n e ed  h e lp . B u t t h a t  r e f u s a l  had  
b e en  la z in e s s  an d  in d if f e r e n c e  r a th e r  th a n  
d e l ib e r a te  m a lic e —o r ig in a l  r a th e r  th a n  a c tu a l  
s i n .  I t  w as p e rm itte d  to  h e r  to  re c o g n iz e  i t  
w ith  te a r s '.  The s p i r i t u a l  e c s ta s y  ra v a g e d  
h e r ;  . . .  21

And so  L e s te r  i s  b ro u g h t, a lm o s t f o r c ib ly  by  t h a t  u n iv e r s a l  
o m n ip o te n ce , to  a  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f h e r  c a llo u s n e s s . S t i l l ,  
sh e  i s  n o t b e in g  a b an d o n ed . H er p le a  w i l l  b e  s tre n g th e n e d  
by  h e r  rem em brance o f th e  'sy m p a th y  sh e  h ad  o n ce  f e l t  f o r  
B e tty , th e  o c c a s io n a l in te r f e r e n c e  sh e  h a d  b e s to w e d , (a n d  i t )  
a llo w e d  h e r  now a  w ord o f  a p p e a l. She c r ie d  o u t, p le a d in g  
a s  sh e  n e v e r su p p o sed  sh e  c o u ld  o r  w ould p le a d s  " B e tty ! 
p le a s e ! B e tty ! " '22

T hose w ords b re a k  th e  s p e l l  an d  L e s te r  m oves on up th e  
s t a i r s ,  to w ard s th e  h e lp  sh e  n e e d s  (a n d  to w a rd s th e  h e lp  sh e  
ho p es to  b e s to w ). S im on, th e  C le rk , d o e s n o t r e a l i z e  t h a t  
sh e  h a s co n q u ered  h is  m agic s ig n . He th in k s  to  h im s e lf :

I t  c o u ld  n o t , . . . t h i s  p o o r v a g ra n t fro m  
th e  o th e r  w o rld , t h i s  l e s s  th a n  human o r

a n g e lic  m o n s tro s ity , b e a r  th e  q u e s tio n  he 
h ad  p u t to  i t ,  an d  i t  h ad  f a l l e n  in  to  n o th in g 
n e s s  b e lo w . He w as r i g h t  enough  in  w h a t, 
a f t e r  h i s  own m an n er, he haul s e e n — th e  s u p e r 
n a tu r a l  sh a k in g  o f  L e s te r 's  c e n te r ;  b u t  th e  
p ro c e s s e s  o f  re d e m p tio n  w ere h id d e n  fro m  h im .
A t th e  m oment sh e  d rew  n e a r e r  to  th e  t r u e  l i f e  
o f  t h a t  C ity , he th o u g h t h e r  to  b e  d is s o lv e d .23

M ira c u lo u s ly  Le s t e r  i s  g e t t in g  n e a r e r  to  th e  " tr u e  l i f e  o f  
t h a t  C i ty ,"  an d  th ro u g h  th e  ex ch an g e  sh e  h o p e s to  h av e  w ith  
B e tty , sh e  w i l l  g e t  n e a r e r  ev en  s t i l l .  A f te r  a s k in g  B e t ty 's  
f o rg iv e n e s s  f o r  h e r  ( L e s te r 's )  n e g le c t ,  th e y  s h a re  in  a  
b r i e f  m oment o f  jo y  t h a t  i s  in c r e a s e d  by  t h e i r  g o o d n ess an d  
u n d e rs ta n d in g . T hough L e s te r  i s  n o t aw are  o f  th e  p lo t  on 
B e t ty 's  l i f e ,  sh e  t e l l s  h e r  new f r i e n d  w arm ly th a t  sh e  w i l l  
s ta y  a t  h e r  s id e .  C o n se q u e n tly , when Sim on b e g in s  h is  in c a n 
t a t i o n s  o v e r B e tty , L e s te r  i s  th e r e  to  in te r p o s e  h e r s e l f  
b e tw een  B e tty  an d  th e  e v i l  F a th e r  S im on. In  an  ex ch an g e  o f 
lo v e , L e s te r  s u b s t i t u te s  h e r s e l f  ( in  a  sy m b o lic a l way a s  
C h r is t  th e  s a v io r  o n ce  d id )  f o r  B e tty  an d  d e f e a ts  th e  d e a th  
l i g h t  t h a t  Sim on is s u e s  a g a in s t  h i s  w eakened d a u g h te r .
A id ed  by o th e r  h e a v e n ly  s p i r i t s  t h a t  s u p p o r t h e r  in  a  k in d  
o f  c r o s s , Le s t e r  m a g n if ic e n tly  r e a l i z e s  an d  ta k e s  upon h e r 
s e l f  th e  b u rd e n s  an d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in h e r e n t  in  th e  u n i
v e r s e . I n i t i a t e d  in to  a  s t a t e  o f  g ra c e  w h ich  com es fro m  
s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  c o in h e re n c e  an d  e x c h a n g e , L e s te r , th ro u g h  a  
m a g ic a l s a c r i f i c e ,  s t r u g g le s  a g a in s t  Sim on an d  d e f e a ts  h im .

L e s te r , ly in g  w ith  c lo s e d  e y e s , f e l t  th e  
ch an g e . She f e l t  h e r s e l f  r e s t in g  m ore 
q u ie t ly  an d  m ore s e c u re ly  on h e r  s u p p o r t; 
i t  m ig h t b e  s a id  sh e  t r u s te d  i t  m o re. . . .
She d id  n o t se e  th e  to n g u e - th r u s t in g  D eath  
l i e  s t i l l ;  o r  ev en  h e re  an d  th e r e  r e c o i l ,
. . . She th o u g h t, in  a  d row sy h a p p in e s s ,
" w e ll, t h a t 's  sa v e d  h e r  g e t t in g  u p ,"  b u t 
sh e  rem em bered no  a c t io n  o f  h e r  own, o n ly  
how on ce o r  tw ic e , when sh e  h ad  b een  t h i r s t y  
in  th e  n ig h t , R ic h a rd  h ad  b ro u g h t h e r  a  
g la s s  o f  w a te r an d  sa v e d  h e r  g e t t in g  u p ; an d  
in  h e r  d ro w s in e ss  a  k in d  o f  v i s t a  o f  in n u m er
a b le  som eones d o in g  su c h  th in g s  f o r  in n u m e rab le  
som eones s t r e tc h e d  o u t b e fo re  h e r , b u t  i t  was 
n o t a s  i f  th e y  w ere b e in g  k in d , f o r  i t  w as n o t 
w a te r th e y  w ere b r in g in g  b u t t h e i r  own jo y  . . .2 4

L e s te r  i s  d ream in g  o f th e  r i t u a l  o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  c o in h e r 
e n c e , an d  e x ch a n g e . S h a rin g  jo y  w ith  in n u m e ra b le  som eones 
i s  a  re -e n a c tm e n t o f  th e  r i t u a l .  She h a s p a r t i c ip a te d  in  
an  am azin g  s a c r i f i c e  b u t  s e e s  i t  a s  a  n a tu r a l  p ro g re s s io n , a  
s h a r in g  o f  jo y .

As an  i n i t i a t e  to  th e  e te r n a l  C ity , L e s te r  w i l l  co n 
t in u e  to  grow  in  a w a re n e ss  an d  u n d e rs ta n d in g . H er v is io n  i s  
c l a r i f i e d :  "To h e r  now a l l  s t a t e s  o f  b e in g  w ere b e g in n in g
to  be o f  t h e i r  own p ro p e r  k in d , e a c h  in  i t s e l f  an d  in  i t s  
r e la t i o n s h ip s ,  an d  n o t h am p erin g  th e  v is io n  o f  o th e r s .25 
Now, p o ig n a n tly , sh e  i s  a llo w e d  to  com prehend th e  " t e r r i b l e  
good" an d  i t s  im p lic a tio n s  f o r  h e r  an d  R ic h a rd .

. . .  As sh e  lo o k e d  a t  them  (s h e  i s  lo o k in g  
up th e  r i v e r  Tham es a t  th e  H ouses an d  th e  
Abbey a lo n g  i t s  Em bankm ent) th e  p re m o n itio n  
o f  a  pang  to o k  h e r ;  a  se n se  o f  d iv is io n , . . . 
sh e  w as su d d e n ly  a f r a id .  . . . T hey h ad  n o t 
g u e sse d  w h at t r u ly  e x is te d  . . . t h i s  w hich 
w as d i f f e r e n t  fro m  an d  r e fu s e d  a l l  e a r th ly  
m e e tin g s , an d  a l l  m e e tin g s  c o lo re d  o r  o v e r
lo o k e d  by  e a r th .  Oh v a in , a l l  th e  m e e tin g s  
v a in !  . . . H er s p i r i t u a l  c o n sc io u s n e s s  knew 
an d  sh u d d e re d  . . , how ever lo n g  sh e  w a ite d , 
sh e  o n ly  w a ite d  to  b e  s e p a ra te d , to  lo s e ,  in  
th e  en d  . . . T h is  w as i t  . . . th e  sm a ll c o ld  
p ie r c in g  p a in  o f  im m o rta l s e p a ra tio n .2 o

The in te n s i t y  o f  t h i s  r e a l iz a t i o n  ro c k s  h e r to  th e  v e ry  fo u n 
d a tio n  o f  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  b e in g  an d  b e fo re  t h i s  f i n a l  p a in  o f 
im m o rta l s e p a ra tio n  o c c u rs , sh e  h a s  to  se e  R ic h a rd  and  g iv e  
him  th e  lo v e  sh e  h a s  f o r  h im . In  th e  f ig u r e  o f  th e  d w arf 
w h ich  Sim on h a s  c r e a te d  w ith  th e  hope o f  e n tra p p in g  L e s te r  
in  m o rta l f l e s h ,  L e s te r  c a l l s  R ic h a rd  an d  a r ra n g e s  f o r  a  
m e e tin g , t e l l i n g  him  to  e x p e c t th e  g ru eso m e, d efo rm ed  woman 
w hich  sh e  now in h a b i t s  w ith  E v e ly n . T h e ir  te le p h o n e  c o n v e r-
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s a t io n  e ch o es  h er  own aw aren ess o f  th e  " t e r r ib le  good" w hich  
sh e  and R ichard  must f a c e .

" T h a t 's  a l l  r i g h t , "  th e  v o ic e  a d d e d , "Once 
m ore. B e fo re  I  g o , b e fo re  I  g iv e  y o u  u p .
Oh my s w e e t;"

The v o ic e  w as so  f u l l  o f  s e re n e  g r i e f  t h a t  
R ic h a rd  w en t c o ld . He s a id ,  "N o th in g  s h a l l  
make me g iv e  you  u p . I 'v e  o n ly  j u s t  begun  
to  f in d  y o u ."

"But you w i l l ,  ev en  i f  n o th in g  makes y o u ,"  
th e  v o ic e  s a id .  " I t ' l l  have t o  be l i k e  t h a t .
B u t I ' l l  come f i r s t .  D o n 't be to o  d i s t r e s s e d  
a b o u t a n y th in g . And a sk  Jo n a th a n  to  l e t  me 
in ;  I ' l l  sp e a k  to  you  in s id e .  G oodbye. I  do 
lo v e  y o u , R ic h a r d ." 27

A f te r  t h i s  m e e tin g , L e s te r  (a n d  E v e ly n ) d e c id e  to  r e 
tu r n  to  Sim on to  r e s to r e  to  him  h i s  c r e a t io n ,  th e  d w a rf-  
f i g u r e .  T hough L e s te r  an d  B e tty  t r y  to  sa v e  E v e ly n  fro m  h e r  
own d a m n a tio n , sh e  e x h ib i t s  " th e  mad d e te rm in a tio n  o f  th e  
l o s t  s p i r i t , "28 an d  r e f u s e s  s a lv a t io n .  L e s te r  i s  s e p a ra te d  
fro m  a l l  e a r th ly  b o n d s an d  e x p e r ie n c e s  h e r  f i n a l  i n i t i a t i o n  
in to  th e  C ity  o f  God an d  th e  " t e r r i b l e  good" t h a t  h e r  im m or
t a l  s o u l i s  c a p a b le  o f .

O nly sh e  f e l t  a g a in  th e  a w fu l se n se  o f  s e p a r 
a t i o n .  I t  w as l ik e  a  s h a rp  p a in  in  a  g r e a t  
jo y . She g av e  h e r s e l f  to  i t ;  sh e  c o u ld  no 
o th e r ;  sh e  h ad  c o n se n te d  lo n g  b e f o re —when sh e  
m a rrie d  R ic h a rd  p e rh a p s — o r  w as c o n s e n tin g  
now—when sh e  w as le a v in g  h im . H er h e a r t  sa n k ; 
w ith o u t h im , w h at w as im m o rta lity  o r  g lo ry  
w o rth ?  an d  y e t  o n ly  w ith o u t him  c o u ld  sh e  ev ep  
b e  t h a t  w h ich  sh e  now w as. A l l ,  a l l  w as e n d in g ; 
t h i s ,  a f t e r  so  many p r e lu d e s , w as c e r ta in ly  
d e a th . T h is  w as th e  m ost e x q u is i te  an d  p u re  
jo y  o f  d e a th , in  a  b e a r in g  o f  b i t t e r n e s s  to o  
g r e a t  to  b e  b o rn e . . . 29

L e s te r 's  r i t u a l  o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  c o in h e re n c e  an d  ex ch an g e  
w h ich  i n i t i a t e s  h e r  in to  th e  e te r n a l  C ity  i s  an  i n s p i r a t io n  
f o r  th o s e  who m ust re m a in  to  c a r r y  o u t an  e a r th ly  ta s k . 
T hough h e r  h u sb an d  lo v e s  h e r  d e a r ly  an d  c a n n o t com prehend 
h e r  g o in g , a n d  i s  ev en  to u c h e d  by  d e s p a ir  a t  t h e i r  s e p a ra 
t io n ,  when Jo n a th a n  t r i e s  to  p re v e n t B e tty  fro m  s a c r i f i c i n g  
h e r s e l f  in  E v e ly n 's  b e h a lf ,  R ic h a rd  r e p l i e s :

R ic h a rd  s a id —an d  i f  th e r e  w as an  im p u n ity  
in  h is  a n sw e r, i t  w as h a rd ly  a v o id a b le ; a  
d e a d ly  to u c h  w as in  h is  h e a r t  an d  m ore th a n  
Jo n a th a n  he knew  t h a t  c e r t a in  d e p a r tu r e s  m ust 
b e ; i f  he sp o k e  w ith  th e  l e a s t  p o s s ib le  im 
p a tie n c e , i t  w as b u t  m o r ta l—R ic h a rd  s a id ,  " I  
s h o u ld n 't  w o rry . You w o n 't hav e h e r  i f  you  
k eep  h e r ;  w here sh e  w an ts to  go sh e  o u g h t to  
g o ." 30

And th o u g h  r e lu c ta n t ly ,  R ic h a rd  n e v e r th e le s s  r e a l i z e s  th e  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  t h a t  th o s e  who a r e  c a l le d  to  s e rv e  m ust f u l 
f i l l .

Once a l l  i s  r e s o lv e d , Sim on d e s tro y e d  by h i s  own e v i l ,  
L e s te r  an d  B e tty , a lm o s t k in d re d  s o u ls  lo o k  a t  one a n o th e r  
f o r  th e  l a s t  tim e . B e tty  a s k s  L e s te r  a b o u t th e  s u f f e r in g  
fo llo w e rs  Sim on h a s  l e f t  b e h in d , th o s e  w hose i l l n e s s e s  had  
b een  c u re d  by h is  f a l s e  m ag ic s u f f e r  t h e i r  m a la d ie s  a g a in  th e  
moment h is  pow er w as d e s tro y e d . L e s te r  t e l l s  h e r , "T hey a re  
f o r  y o u , my d e a r . You can  do i t ;  y o u 'v e  done h a rd e r  th in g s . 
I t ' l l  ta k e  so m e th in g  o u t o f  y o u , o f  c o u rs e , b u t you  c a n . 
G o o d b y e ."31 And th e n , a f t e r  a  l a s t  g la n c e  a t  R ic h a rd  an d  
r e a s s u ra n c e s  to  him  o f  h e r  lo v e , L e s te r  b le s s e s  h im , th a n k s  
him  an d  d e p a r ts .

She s to o d , q u ie t  an d  v e ry  r e a l ,  b e fo re  them ; th e n  
th e  b r ig h tn e s s  q u iv e re d  in  th e  a i r ,  a  g leam  o f 
b r ig h te r  l i g h t  th a n  d a y , an d  in  a  f l a s h  tr a v e r s e d  
a l l  th e  h a l l ;  th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  a l l  h a llo w s  p o s s e s se d  
h e r , an d  sh e  to o , in to  th e  s e p a r a t io n s  an d  u n io n s  
w hich a re  in d e e d  i t s  a p p ro a c h , an d  in to  th e  en d  to  
w hich i t  i s  i t s e l f  an  a p p ro a c h  w as w h o lly  g o n e .
The tre m o r o f  b r ig h tn e s s  r e c e iv e d  h e r .32

By sa v in g  B e t ty  from  d e a th , L e s te r  was ta u g h t th e  l e s 
so n s  o f  s u b s t i t u t io n ,  c o in h e re n c e  and exch ange. When she i s  
g o n e , th e s e  g i f t s  rem ain t o  h er  f r ie n d s  and lo v e d  o n e s .
B e t ty  knows a lr e a d y  th e s e  l e s s o n s  and R ichard  and Jonathan  
a r e  w e l l  on t h e i r  way to  le a r n in g  them . L e s t e r ' s  d ea th  i s  
n o t  a  l o s s  b u t a  " t e r r ib le  good" f o r  she h as redeem ed n o t  
o n ly  h e r s e l f ,  b u t h er  f r ie n d  B e tty  a s  w e l l .  And B e tty  c a r 
r i e s  on th e  le g a c y  t h a t  L e s te r  has l e f t — sh e g iv e s  o f  h er 
s e l f  by h e a lin g  th e  s i c k  who have been r e s to r e d  t o  t h e i r  
form er i l l n e s s e s  a t  S im on's d e s t r u c t io n .  A l l  who knew L e ste r  
w i l l  remember h er  lo v e  and how i t  was m a n ife s te d  on t h i s  
e a r th .  Her g o o d n ess w i l l  l i v e  through B e t t y ,  Jonathan and 
R ichard  and a  p o t e n t i a l  good , a  " t e r r ib le  good" w i l l  rem ain , 
w a it in g  f o r  o th e r s  to  le a r n  how i t  can be a c h ie v e d .

FOOTNOTES

Im a g in a tio n  an d  The S p i r i t .  E ssa y s  in  L i te r a tu r e  an d  th e  
C h r is t ia n  F a i th , e d ite d  by  C h a rle s  A. H u tta r  (G rand  
R a p id s : W illia m  B . E erdm ans P u b lis h in g  Com pany, 1971)
p . 2 2 9 .

2 I b id .

3A ll H a llo w s Eve by  C h a rle s  W illia m s  w ith  an  in tr o d u c tio n  by 
T . S . E l i o t  (T he N oonday P r e s s , 1 9 7 ? ) p p . 7 -8 .

4 I b id . , p . 8 5 I b id . 6 I b i d . . p . 9 7I b id . . p p . 9 -1 0

8 I b i d . , p . 10 9 I b i d . . p . 12 10 I b i d . , p p . 1 4 -1 5

n i b i d . , p . 17 12 I b i d . . p . 18 1 3I b id .

l 4 I b id . , p p . 1 8 -1 9  15 I b i d . ,  p . 20 l 6 I b i d . , p . 21 
17 Im a g in a tio n  an d  th e  S p i r i t , p . 2 3 0 .

~̂8A11 H allo w s E v e . p . 9 4 . 19A11 H allo w s E v e , p . 9 4 .

2° I b i d . , p . 123 2 1 I b id . 2 2 I b id . 2 3I b id . , p . 124 

2 4 I b i d . , p . 163 2 5 I b id . . p . 223 26 I b i d . , p p . 2 2 3 -2 2 4

2 7 I b id . , p . 228 28 I b id . , p . 254 2 9 I b id . . p . 256
3° I b i d . , p . 260 31I b i d . , p . 269 32 I b i d . . p . 269

T he a r t  o f  A n n e tte  H a rp er h a s  g ra c e d  MYTHL0RE 
many tim e s . H ere i s  th e  su b m iss io n  sh e  s e n t  to  
TOLKIEN JOURNAL a b o u t 15 y e a r s  a g o , r e s u r r e c te d  
an d  p r in te d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e . May h e r  su c c e s s  
in s p i r e  o th e r  a s p i r in g  a r t i s t s .  -  G .G .
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