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The Elusive Appeal of the Fantastic
by Daniel T. Kobil

At  f i r s t  g la n c e  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  to  b e  l i t t l e  
c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e en  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  Loch N ess 
M onster and J .  R. R. T o l k i e n 's  e x q u i s i t e  f a n ta s y  
t r i l o g y ,  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s . A f t e r  a l l ,  many 
T o lk ie n  e n t h u s i a s t s  s u r e l y  v iew  th e  m o n s te r  h u n t  
a s  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  th a n  th e  f r u i t l e s s  p u r s u i t  o f  t h a t  
p r o v e r b i a l  w i ld - f o w l .  And th o s e  who w h o le - h e a r te d ­
ly  em brace th e  s e a r c h  f o r  " N e ss ie "  do n o t  o f  n e ­
c e s s i t y  f in d  th e  T r i lo g y  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p e a l in g .
S t i l l ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  lo o k  a t  th e s e  two su b ­
j e c t s  and n o t  acknow ledge  th e  i n t u i t i v e  p e r c e p t io n  
t h a t  th e y  a r e  somehow g e n e r i c a l l y  r e l a t e d .  The 
p ro b lem  i s  w ith  i s o l a t i n g  a s p e c i f i c  r a t i o n a l  co n ­
n e c t io n  b e tw e en  th e  m o n s te r  and M idd le  E a r th .  On 
c l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  two come to  m ind .

In  h i s  "E ssay  on F a i r y  S t o r i e s "  J .  R. R. T o l­
k ie n  w r i t e s ,  " I  d e s i r e d  d ra g o n s  w ith  a p ro fo u n d  
d e s i r e . "1 O b v io u s ly , one o f  th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  
T o lk i e n 's  f a n ta s y  i s  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  d e s i r e  to  
e x p e r ie n c e  d ra g o n s .  T h is  i s  m o st a p p a r e n t  i n  The 
H o b b it ,  th o u g h  a l l u s i o n s  to  d ra g o n s  a r e n o t  uncom­
mon in  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  and w i l l  q u i t e  p ro b ­
a b ly  b e  in c lu d e d  in  The S i l m a r i l l i o n . The s e e k e r s  
o f  "N e ss ie "  on th e  o th e r  h and  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
d rag o n s  a r e  c o n f in e d  s o l e l y  to  th e  re a lm  o f  F a e r i e .  
The th e o ry  t h a t  c a p tu r e s  th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  n e a r ly  
a l l  m o n s te r  h u n te r s  h y p o th e s iz e s  t h a t  Loch N ess i s  
i n h a b i t e d  by a v i a b l e  p o p u la t io n  o f  P l e s i o s a u r s .  
T hese  a r e  a su p p o s e d ly  e x t i n c t  s u b o r d e r  o f  M esozo ic  
m arin e  r e p t i l e s  anyw here from  20 to  40 f e e t  i n  
l e n g th .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s , th e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  s e e k  th e  
w o r l d 's  l a s t  s u r v iv in g  d ra g o n s .  T h u s , i t  i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  th e  f a n ta s y  o f  T o lk ie n  and th e  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  
Loch N ess m o n s te r  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  a p p ro a c h e s  to  a 
common n e e d , n am ely , th e  w ish  to  e x p e r ie n c e  d ra g o n s .  
The g e n e r a l  r e a c t i o n  o f  th e  p u b l i c  ig n o r a n t  o f  
th e s e  s u b j e c t s  i s  a n o th e r  a s p e c t  w here  t h e i r  s im ­
i l a r i t y  i s  a p p a r e n t .

Anyone who h a s  e v e r  a t te m p te d  to  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  
b e l i e f  i n  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a l a r g e ,  unknown c r e a ­
t u r e  in  Loch N ess i s  a l l  to o  f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  
sm ug, p a t r o n i z in g  re s p o n s e  t h i s  u s u a l ly  e l i c i t s  
from  a p e r s o n  - t o t a l l y  u n a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  co n ­
t r o v e r s y .  N orm ally  o p en -m in d ed  p e o p le  p resum e 
th e m se lv e s  c a p a b le  o f  p ro n o u n c in g  ju d g m en t on th e  
m a t te r  when t h e i r  know ledge c o n s i s t s  o f  l i t t l e  more 
th a n  a w a re n e ss  o f  th e  t h r e e  w o rd s , "Loch N ess 
M o n s te r ."  L ik e w is e ,  m ost s t u d e n t s  o f  T o lk i e n 's  
w ork a r e  aw are o f  th e  p r e ju d i c e  t h a t  c o n d e sc e n d in g ­
ly  c l a s s i f i e s  F a n ta s y  as  so m e th in g  l e s s  th a n  r e ­
s p e c ta b le  — n o t  " r e a l  l i t e r a t u r e . "  A p rim e  e x ­
am ple o f  t h i s  p r e ju d i c e  i s  th e  re v ie w  by Edmund 
W ilson  t i t l e d  "Oo T hose A w ful O re s .'"  w h ich  a p p e a re d  
in  th e  A p r i l  14 , 1956 i s s u e  o f  The N a tio n .  W ilso n  
s t a t e s  t h a t  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  " i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
a c h i l d r e n 's  b o o k , w h ich  h a s  somehow g o t t e n  o u t  Of 
hand  . . . The a u th o r  h a s  in d u lg e d  h im s e l f  i n  d e ­
v e lo p in g  th e  f a n ta s y  f o r  i t s  own s a k e ."  I t  seem s 
t h a t  some p e o p le  a r e  g r e a t l y  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  a f f i r m ­
in g  t h e i r  s t a t u s  a s  " a d u l t s "  ev en  i f  t h i s  in v o lv e s  
d e f in in g  " a d u l t s "  as  c r e a t i v e l y  im p o v e r ish e d  b e in g s  
w ith  a t r o p h ie d  im a g in a t io n s .  B oth  th e  Loch N ess 
M onster and T o lk i e n 's  F a n ta s y  a r e  in n o c e n t  v ic t im s  
o f  su c h  c lo s e  m inded i n t o l e r a n c e .  S in c e  th e s e  su b ­
j e c t s  a d d re s s  th e m s e lv e s  to  a common n eed  and s u f ­
f e r  from  th e  same p r e ju d i c e s  i t  i s  p e rh a p s  n o t  s u r ­
p r i s i n g  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  th e  o b s t a c l e s ,  f a i r y  t a l e s  
and m o n s te rs  have  b o th  a t t r a c t e d  a  l o y a l  f o l lo w in g  
o f  v e ry  r e s p o n s ib le  p e o p le .

A num ber o f  r e s p e c te d  c r i t i c s  h av e  sp o k en  v e ry  
h ig h ly  o f  th e  t r i l o g y ,  n o t  o n ly  as  ex e m p la ry  f a n ­
t a s y ,  b u t  a l s o  as  s u p e r io r  l i t e r a t u r e .  R obley

E vans o f  C o n n e c t ic u t  C o l le g e  s t a t e s  i n  a c r i t i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  o f  T o lk ie n ,  "The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  i s  a 
m a jo r  w ork o f  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  f i c t i o n  w ith  s e r io u s  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  l i f e  as  we know i t . 1' 2 O th e r  
c r i t i c s  su c h  a s  P a u l J .  K o c h e r, C. S . L e w is , and 
R an d e l Helms s h a r e  a s i m i l a r  h ig h  r e g a r d  f o r  th e  
t r i l o g y .  T o lk ie n  h im s e l f  was a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  Ox­
f o r d  c r i t i c  and  s c h o l a r .  Nor i s  th e  m o n s te r  w i th ­
o u t  r e s p o n s i b l e  s u p p o r t e r s .  Tim D in s d a le ,  th e  
a u th o r  o f  s e v e r a l  books on th e  m o n s te r ,  i s  an  a e r o ­
n a u t i c a l  e n g in e e r  and e x p e r t  p h o to g r a p h e r  who h a s  
g iv e n  up h i s  jo b  as  w e l l  a s  tim e  w i th  h i s  f a m ily  
i n  o r d e r  t o  s e r v e  a s  p h o to g r a p h ic  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  
Loch N ess I n v e s t i g a t i o n  B u re a u . Much s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
s o n a r  and p h o to g r a p h ic  e q u ip m en t h a s  b ee n  em ployed  
in  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  m o n s te r .  A m in ia tu r e  s u b ­
m a rin e  was ev en  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  th e  lo c h .  The I n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n  B u reau  i s  f in a n c e d  p r i m a r i l y  by g r a n t s  
from  su c h  r e s p e c t a b l e  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  a s  W orld Book 
E n c y c lo p e d ia  and o t h e r s  o f  s i m i l a r  s t a t u r e .  T h e i r  
e f f o r t s  t o  f in d  th e  m o n s te r  h a v e  a t t r a c t e d  th e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i s t s  from  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o r ld .^
I n  l i g h t  o f  o u r  c u l t u r e ' s  sw ee p in g  r e j e c t i o n  o f  
th e  i r r a t i o n a l ,  i t  seem s s t r a n g e  t h a t  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c s  s h o u ld  th in k  so  much o f  T o l k i e n 's  f a i r y ­
t a l e  and t h a t  th e  Loch N ess M o n ste r  s h o u ld  h av e  
th e  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  a e r o n a u t i c a l  e n g i n e e r s ,  n a t ­
u r a l i s t s ,  and s c i e n t i s t s .  I n  t h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  
o r i e n t e d  s o c i e t y ,  why h a s  my own im a g in a t io n ,  as 
w e l l  a s  th e  im a g in a t io n s  o f  so  many o t h e r s ,  b ee n  
c a p tu r e d  by T o lk ie n  and  Loch N ess?

A c tu a l ly ,  e x t r a - r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  i n  g e n e r a l  
a r e  e n jo y in g  m ore p o p u l a r i t y  now th a n  th e y  have a t  
any o th e r  tim e  in  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y .  T h ere  i s  t r e ­
mendous i n t e r e s t  i n  a l l  u n e x p la in e d  phenom ena su ch  
a s  e x t r a  s e n s o ry  p e r c e p t io n ,  th e  o c c u l t ,  w i tc h ­
c r a f t ,  E a s t e r n  m y s t ic is m , and u n i d e n t i f i e d  f l y in g  
o b j e c t s .  T h is  t r e n d  h a s  a t t r a c t e d  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
a num ber o f  p s y c h o lo g i s t s .  One in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  D r. 
R o b e r t E . O r n s te in ,  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  a th e o r y  o f  co n ­
s c io u s n e s s  t h a t  a t te m p ts  to  e x p l a in  why th e  mys­
t i c a l  h a s  grown so  p o p u la r  in  o u r  s c i e n t i f i c  c u l ­
t u r e .  The b a s i c  c o n c e p ts  p r e s e n te d  i n  h i s  b o o k ,
The P sy c h o lo g y  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s , p r o v id e  an i n ­
t r i g u i n g  fram ew ork f o r  c o n s id e r in g  th e  e n c h a n t in g  
pow er o f  T o lk ie n  and th e  M o n s te r .

The P sy c h o lo g y  o f  C o n sc io u sn e ss  i s  an a t te m p t  
to  i n t e g r a t e  two b a s i c  a p p ro a c h e s  to  k n o w led g e , 
th e  r a t i o n a l  and th e  i n t u i t i v e .  Up t i l l  now th e s e  
two m ethods h av e  b ee n  t r e a t e d  a s  i f  each  i s  t o t a l ­
ly  e x c lu s i v e  o f  th e  o t h e r .  O rn s te in  p ro p o s e s  t h a t  
t h i s  h a s  o c c u r re d  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  b i f u n c t i o n a l  n a ­
t u r e  o f  th e  human b r a i n .  In  th e  l e f t  h e m isp h e re  
o f  m ost human b r a in s  seem  to  be p la c e d  th e  fu n c ­
t i o n s  o f  la n g u a g e ,  r a t i o n a l  c o g n i t i o n ,  and tim e  
s e n s e .  I t  i s  th e  r i g h t  h e m is p h e re , i n  m ost c a s e s ,  
t h a t  seem s r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  n o n v e rb a l  th in k in g  such  
as  i n t u i t i o n ,  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and th e  d i r e c ­
t i o n  o f  many b o d i ly  a c t i v i t i e s .  O r n s te in  s e e s  th e  
m ain c u r r e n t  o f  W e ste rn  th o u g h t  as  b e in g  " l e f t  
h e m isp h e re  d o m in a te d ,"  o r i e n t e d  to w ard  v e r b a l  and 
m a th e m a tic a l  r a t i o n a l i t y .  T h is  can  be s e e n  by th e  
m anner i n  w hich  o u r  s o c i e t y  v a lu e s  w hat i s  r a t i o n ­
a l l y  e x p l a in a b le ,  and te n d s  to  ig n o r e  a n y th in g  
w hich  i s  n o t .  In  co m p ariso n  w ith  a l l  th e  e f f o r t  
t h a t  i s  made to  d e v e lo p  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p a c i t i e s  
o f  th e  l e f t  b r a i n ,  th e  r i g h t  h a l f  o f  o u r  b r a i n  i s  
v i r t u a l l y  ig n o r e d .

I t  seem s to  me t h a t  th e  t r e n d  to w a rd s  th e  mys­
t i c a l ,  th e  a r a t i o n a l ,  and th e  i n t u i t i v e  i s  an  a t ­
te m p t to  p a r t i a l l y  r e c t i f y  th e  trem en d o u s im b a la n ce  
t h a t  h a s  r e s u l t e d  from  an o v e rd e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e
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r a t i o n a l .  W hat a c c e p ta b le  o u t l e t s  do we h av e  f o r  
many o f  th e  i n t u i t i o n s  and f e e l i n g s  o f  th e  r i g h t  
b r a in ?  O fte n  tim e s  we do n o t  ev en  acknow ledge 
o u r  i n t u i t i v e  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  l e t  a lo n e  d e v e lo p  and 
e x p re s s  them . F or th e  m ost p a r t ,  we a p p ro a c h  l i f e  
w ith  o n ly  h a l f  o f  th e  f a c u l t i e s  t h a t  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  
a v a i l a b l e  to  u s .  Such an a r t i f i c i a l l y  c r e a te d  im­
b a la n c e  i n  o u r  th in k in g  can  o n ly  r e s u l t  in  d i s s a t ­
i s f a c t i o n  w ith  much o f  o u r  kno w led g e . T h ere  a r e  
many q u e s t io n s  t h a t  c a n n o t be an sw ered  r a t i o n a l l y .  
T hese m ust be lo o k e d  a t  from  a n o th e r  a n g le  in  o r d e r  
to  be u n d e r s to o d . I n s t e a d , . we a r e  t o l d  to  a c c e p t  
an sw ers  t h a t  a r e  l o g i c a l l y  so u n d , ev en  th o u g h  th e y  
do n o t  s a t i s f y  o u r  i n t u i t i v e  f e e l i n g s .  D r. O rn- 
s t e i n  t e l l s  us w h a t can  b e f a l l  a l o g i c - o r i e n t e d  
c u l t u r e  su ch  as  o u r s .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  " th e  d e v e l ­
opm ent o f  p u r e ly  l o g i c a l ,  r a t i o n a l  s c i e n c e ,  un­
b a la n c e d  by a p e r s p e c t i v e  b o rn  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  can  
p ro c e e d , i f  u n ch e ck e d , c lo s e  to  th e  p o i n t  o f  s e l f  
d e s t r u c t i o n .  T h is  la c k  o f  an o v e r a l l  p e r s p e c t i v e  
can  le a d  to  a c e r t a i n  s t e r i l i t y  . . .  i n  th e  con­
t e n t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y . " 4 Though O rn s te in  
does n o t  say  s o ,  i t  can  a l s o  le a d  to  s t e r i l i t y  in  
th e  c o n te n t  o f  l i f e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  to  s t a g n a t io n  o f  
th e  im a g in a t io n .  I m a g in a t io n  i s  s t i m u la te d  by th e  
unknown. In  a  w o rld  w here e v e r y th in g  i s  l o g i c a l l y  
e x p la in e d ,  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  l e f t  to  w onder a b o u t ,  
o r  more im p o r ta n t ly ,  to  w onder a t .  I  th in k  t h a t  
su ch  th in g s  as  T o lk i e n 's  f a n ta s y  and th e  m o n s te r  
o f  Loch N ess f u l f i l l  a b a s i c  n ee d  o f  th e  i n t u i t i v e  
p a r t  o f  th e  b r a i n  f o r  s t i m u l a t i o n .  They a l s o  s t im ­
u l a t e  o u r  im a g in a t iv e  pow ers and e n a b le  us to  
once a g a in  w onder a t  th e  w o rld  a ro u n d  u s .  T h is  
can  be s e e n  more c l e a r l y  when we c o n s id e r  some o f  
th e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  p e o p le  g iv e  to  a c c o u n t f o r  t h e i r  
a t t r a c t i o n  to  th e  m o n s te r  and M id d le - e a r th .

D a n ie l Cohen, i n  h i s  book A Modern Look a t  
M o n s te r s , p ro p o s e s  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  why p e o p le  a r e  
so  f a s c in a t e d  by m o n s te r s .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  " th e  
d a n g e ro u s  unknown on th e  e a r t h  h a s  sh ru n k  a lm o s t 
to  th e  v a n is h in g  p o i n t .  We a r e  b e g in n in g  to  m iss 
i t .  W ith o u t i t ,  a good d e a l  o f  th e  f l a v o r  and 
e x c i te m e n t  h a s  gone o u t  o f  l i f e .  So we g r a s p  a t  
e v e ry  h i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  so m e th in g  l a r g e  
and s t r o n g  lu r k in g  o u t  t h e r e  b e n e a th  th e  s u r f a c e . " 5 
L a te r  o n , Cohen makes some comments a b o u t th e  
h a i r y  m o n s te r  o f  th e  m o u n ta in s  t h a t  r e a l l y  a p p ly  to  
a l l  unknown c r e a t u r e s :  " I t s  v e ry  e x i s t e n c e  i s  an
a f f r o n t  t o  s c i e n c e ,  in d e e d  to  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t s e l f .  
To e v e ry o n e  who r e s e n t s  th e  r i g i d  r u l e s  o f  s c ie n c e  
and c i v i l i z a t i o n  (and  in  some w ays, who d o e s n 't )  
th e  h a i r y  m o n s te r  h a s  enorm ous a p p e a l .  He i s  a l ­
so a s h in in g  g o a l  f o r  th e  f r u s t r a t e d  a d v e n tu r e r ."  
(C ohen, p . 170) T h ere  i s  a l s o  th e  e lo q u e n t  s t a t e ­
m ent o f  a young m o n s te r  h u n te r  named Dave who i s  
q u o te d  by Tim D in s d a le .

Som eone recently asked me why we hunt these creatures. It 
is easy to  answer, but difficult to  explain. We believe in them  
-  not only the individuals but w hat they  in the large sense 
represent. They are a not-so-impossible dream and an enigma 
alm ost answered. On this world bound by technological com­
plexities, they  are a return to  nature, and a subtle rem inder to 
man that he is not a master of all creation. It is a quixotic 
search for tru th  in a scornful world — a tedious search which 
someday m ust have its end. And when we do place the  final 
piece of the  puzzle in position perhaps men will stop to  gaze 
a t inscrutable nature and w onder about the deeper natural 
t r u th s . . . 6

Common to  th e s e  r e a s o n s  i s  a d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w ith  th e  r i g i d ,  r a t i o n a l  p ro n o u n ce m en ts  o f  an a l l  
to o  l o g i c a l  s o c i e t y .  W hat i s  l e f t  in  t h i s  w o rld  
to  amaze and s u r p r i s e  u s?  We a r e  t o l d  t h a t ,  a t  
l e a s t  i n  th e  way o f  l a r g e  a n im a ls ,  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  
new to  b e  fo u n d . D e s p i te  th e  f a c t  t h a t  c o u n t le s s  
p e o p le  have  o b se rv e d  th e  Loch N ess M o n ste r s in c e  
th e  f i r s t  r e c o rd e d  s i g h t i n g s  many h u n d re d s  o f  y e a r s  
a g o , s c ie n c e  h o ld s  t h a t  th e  c r e a t u r e  d o es  n o t  ex ­
i s t  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  n o t  b ee n  c a p tu r e d ,  k i l l e d ,  l a ­
b e l e d ,  and l o g i c a l l y  e x p la in e d  by a c a p a b le  s c i e n ­
t i s t .  B ecause i t s  b o u n d a r ie s  a r e  so  c o n f in in g ,  
r a t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y  r e n d e r s  us in c a p a b le  o f  p e r ­
c e iv in g  th e  " f l a v o r  and e x c i te m e n t"  i m p l i c i t  in  

The p r e d i c t a b l e  w o rld  ta k e s  on a b la n d ly  
b o r in g  a s p e c t  t h a t  s t i f l e s  th e  im a g in a t io n  and

d u l l s  th e  c r e a t i v e  m ind. The Loch N ess M o n ster 
g iv e s  us hope t h a t  t h e r e  r e a / l y  m ig h t b e  w ondrous 
th in g s  i n  n a tu r e  t h a t  l o g i c a l  s c ie n c e  c a n n o t a c ­
c o u n t f o r .  I t  i s  a welcom e a l t e r n a t i v e  to  th e  
b a r r e n ,  s t a g n a n t  w o rld  t h a t  many w ould  have  us i n ­
h a b i t i n g .

In  The L ord o f  th e  R in g s ,  J .  R. R. T o lk ie n  
com bats th e  same s o r t  o f  h o p e le s s n e s s  t h a t  h a s  b een  
p r e v io u s ly  d i s c u s s e d .  U sing  th e  l i t e r a r y  medium, 
he c r e a t e s  a w o rld  t h a t  h a s  p ro v e n  to  be b o th  
i n s p i r a t i o n a l  and s a t i s f y i n g  to  th o s e  o f  us who 
f in d  l i t t l e  t h a t  i s  i n s p i r i n g  in  th e  n a rro w  view  
o f  r e a l i t y  p r e v a l e n t  to d a y . R obley  E vans t e l l s  u s ,  
"C on tem porary  l i t e r a t u r e  o f t e n  seem s o n ly  to  r e ­
f l e c t  th e  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  a l i e n a t i o n ,  and d e s p a i r  o f  
i t s  r e a d e r s  and to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  few o r  
no u l t i m a t e  t r u t h s  t o  b e  a f f i r m e d .  Man i s  a lo n e ,  
h e l p l e s s ,  and b a s i c a l l y  p a s s iv e  i n  a m e a n in g le s s  
u n iv e r s e ;  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  to  b e  done to  a l t e r  
h i s  c o n d i t io n  . . . Sam uel B e c k e t t 's  c h a r a c t e r s  
c i r c l e  g r im ly  a ro u n d  one a n o th e r  'w a i t i n g  f o r  
G o d o t' who n e v e r  comes" (E v an s , p .  2 3 ) .  T h is  
d e s p a i r  s tem s from  th e  same b l i n d  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  
th e  r a t i o n a l  t h a t  was d is c u s s e d  in  th e  l a s t  p a r a ­
g ra p h . A s tr o n a u ts  voyage i n t o  o u t e r  s p a c e  and 
p r o c la im  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no God o u t  t h e r e .  The 
o n ly  l o g i c a l  c o n c lu s io n  i s  t h a t  man i s  th e  p r o d u c t  
o f  a  ch a n ce  c o m b in a tio n  o f  m o le c u le s  m u l t i p l i e d  
by b i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s  o f  e v o l u t io n .  T h ere  i s  no 
p u rp o se  to  o u r  l i v e s  and t h e r e f o r e  no m eaning to  
o u r  a c t i o n s .  T o lk i e n 's  t a l e ,  on th e  o th e r  h a n d , 
a s s e r t s  e x a c t ly  th e  o p p o s i t e .  D r. E vans s a y s :

Tolkien is a Renaissance man whose essentially Christian 
vision of the  universe finds it ordered and purposive with 
places fo r all created beings whose relationships in th e  com­
m unity o f being provide their lives w ith moral and spiritual 
meaning. In th is vision such ideas as individual responsibility, 
exercise of human will in choosing between good and evil, 
fellow-feeling fo r o ther creatures, have a positive function.
And exactly because Tolkien can define th e  world as one 
organized by laws and purposes, he can show th a t action, 
too, is possible; men can choose to  do good or evil and to  
make gestures which shape events and the  lives of others, 
for better or worse.

(Evans, pp. 23-24)

T h is  i s  j u s t  w hat I  f in d  m ost s a t i s f y i n g  in  
Tolkien. The t r i l o g y  r e a f f i r m s  an e t h i c a l  view  

o f  l i f e  t h a t  we a l l  i n t u i t i v e l y  y e a rn  f o r .  N ea r­
ly  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  o f  th e  w o rld  t e l l  u s t h a t  o u r 
l i v e s  and a c t io n s  do h av e  m ean in g . We seem  to  
n ee d  to  b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t r u e  i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  th e  
s c i e n t i f i c  a rg u m en ts  o th e r w is e .  T o l k i e n 's  n a r r a ­
t i v e  a r t i s t r y  t e m p o r a r i ly  f r e e s  o u r  m inds from  
th e  s h a c k le s  o f  s k e p t ic i s m  and a l lo w s  us to  l i v e  
f o r  a w h ile  in  a w o rld  o f  m e a n in g fu l a c t i o n s .
T h is  i s  e s c a p e  o f  an a d m ira b le  n a t u r e .  T o lk ie n  
t e l l s  us t h a t  m ost c r i t i c s  o f  f a n ta s y  f a i l  to  make 
any d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  " th e  e s c a p e  o f  th e  P r i s ­
o n e r  and th e  f l i g h t  o f  th e  D e s e r t e r . " 7 He goes 
on to  s a y ,  " I t  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  e s s e n t i a l  m alady o f  
su ch  days — p ro d u c in g  th e  d e s i r e  to  e s c a p e  n o t  
in d e e d  from  l i f e  b u t  from  o u r  p r e s e n t  tim e  and 
s e l f  made m is e ry  t h a t  we a r e  a c u t e ly  c o n s c io u s  
b o th  o f  th e  u g l in e s s  o f  o u r w o rk s , and o f  t h e i r  
e v i l . " (T ree  and L e a f ,  p p . 64-65) M id d le - e a r th  
i s  a v i s i o n  o f  l i f e  t h a t ,  deep  down i n s i d e ,  we 
know i s  r e a l .  B u t t h i s  i s  n o t  th e  o n ly  r e a s o n  
t h a t  th e  t r i l o g y  su c c e e d s  so  a d m ira b ly .

D r. O r n s t e i n 's  th e o ry  a b o u t th e  n a tu r e  o f  con­
s c io u s n e s s  i s  v e ry  h e l p f u l  in  e x p la in in g  T o lk i e n 's  
w id e s p re a d  p o p u l a r i t y .  F a n ta s y ,  as  T o lk ie n  ap­
p ro a c h e s  th e  s u b j e c t ,  w ould  be tre m e n d o u s ly  a t ­
t r a c t i v e  to  th e  n e g le c te d  r i g h t  h a l f  o f  o u r  b r a i n ,  
I t  f u l f i l l s  d e s i r e s  and c o n f irm s  a r e a l i t y  t h a t  
lo g i c  c a n ' t  even  d i s c u s s .  In d e e d , T o lk ie n  h im s e lf  
r e c o g n iz e d  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  same s o r t  o f  i n t u i ­
t i v e  n e e d s  t h a t  O r n s te in  h a s  h in te d  a t .  T o lk ie n  
s t a t e s  on page 13 o f  T ree  and L e a f ,  "The m agic o f  
F a e r ie  i s  n o t  an end in  i t s e l f ,  i t s  v i r t u e  i s  in  
i t s  o p e r a t i o n s ;  among th e s e  a r e  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
o f  c e r t a i n  p r im o r d ia l  human d e s i r e s . "  Some o f  
th e s e  d e s i r e s  t h a t  T o lk ie n  r e c o g n iz e s  a r e  " to  s u r ­
vey th e  d e p th s  o f  sp a c e  and t im e .  A n o th e r  i s  . . . 
t o  h o ld  communion w ith  o th e r  l i v i n g  t h i n g s . "  We
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a l s o  w ish  to  e x p lo re  " s t r a n g e  la n g u a g e s ,  and 
g lim p s e s  o f  an a r c h a ic  mode o f  l i f e ,  and above a l l ,  
f o r e s t s "  (T ree  and L e a f ,  p p . 4 0 -4 1 ) .  As we e n t e r  
T o lk i e n 's  w o rld  o f  M id d le - e a r th ,  th e s e  d e s i r e s  a r e  
r e a l i z e d .  H ere i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  com m unicate w ith  
a n im a ls ,  to  t a l k  to  N a tu re  i t s e l f  (a s  em bodied  by 
Tom B om badil and G o ld b e r r y ) , to  l e a r n  o f  th e  e v e n ts  
o f  f o r g o t t e n  a g e s ,  and to  t r a v e l  in  v a s t ,  w onder­
f u l  f o r e s t s .  I  f in d  t h a t  r e a d in g  th e  t r i l o g y  p r o ­
d u ces  in  me a s a t i s f i e d  f e e l i n g  o f  c o n te n tm e n t t h a t  
i s  se ldom  p r e s e n t  when I  r e a d  o th e r  b o o k s . T h u s , 
f o r  me a t  l e a s t ,  T o lk i e n 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  
m agic o f  F a e r ie  w o rk s . Ju d g in g  by th e  t r i l o g y ' s  
p o p u l a r i t y ,  I  th in k  t h a t  he h as  h i t  th e  m ark f o r  
o th e r  p e o p le  a s  w e l l .  O th e r  c r i t i c s  o f f e r  more 
r a t i o n a l  e x p la n a t io n s  f o r  t h i s  pow er common to  
m y tho logy  and good f a n t a s y .  T o lk ie n  r e p l i e s  to  
th e s e  s a y in g ,  " I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  I  t h i n k ,  to  be 
moved by th e  pow er o f  m yth and y e t  to  m is u n d e r ­
s ta n d  th e  s e n s a t i o n ,  to  a s c r i b e  i t  w h o lly  to  some­
th in g  e l s e  t h a t  i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t :  to  m e t r i c a l  a r t ,
s t y l e ,  and v e r b a l  s k i l l . " 8

In  te rm s  o f  O r n s t e i n 's  th e o ry  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  
we c o u ld  i n t e r p r e t  T o lk ie n  as  s a y in g  t h a t  f a n ta s y  
and myth have pow er p r im a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
a p p e a l  to  th e  i n t u i t i v e  d e s i r e s  o f  th e  r i g h t  b r a i n .  
T h is  s o r t  o f  a p p e a l  i s  e x tre m e ly  e l u s i v e  s im p ly  
b e c a u s e ,  by i t s  v e ry  n a t u r e ,  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  
a n a ly z e .  Compare t h a t  th o u g h t  w ith  T o l k i e n 's  id e a  
t h a t  myth i s  m a n 's  one im a g in a t iv e  a c t  " c a p a b le  
. . . o f  becom ing l a r g e l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  — as a
w h o le , a c c e p te d  u n a n a ly z e d ."  (M o n ste rs  and th e  
C r i t i c s ,  p . 63) Even T o l k i e n 's  th o u g h ts  on th e  
f u n c t io n s  o f  f a n ta s y  seem to  echo  w h a t O r n s te in  
h a s  s a id  a b o u t th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a " p e r s p e c t iv e  
b o rn  o f  i n t u i t i o n . "  One o f  th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  f a n ­
ta s y  i s  R e co v e ry . "R ecovery  (w hich in c lu d e s  r e ­
tu r n  and re n e w a l o f  h e a l th )  i s  a r e g a in in g  — 
r e g a in in g  o f  a c l e a r  v iew  . . .  We n e e d , i n  any 
c a s e ,  to  c le a n  o u r w indow s; so  t h a t  th e  th in g s  
se e n  c l e a r l y  may b e  f r e e d  from  th e  d ra b  b l u r  o f  
t r i t e n e s s  o r  f a m i l i a r i t y . "  (T re e  and L e a f ,  p . 44) 
F a n ta s y ,  as  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  by such  a u th o r s  as  T o l­
k ie n ,  a l lo w s  us to  lo o k  a t  th e  w o rld  th ro u g h  new 
w indow s. As B lak e  p u ts  i t  "we s e e  th r o u g h ,  n o t  
w ith  th e  e y e ."  By d o in g  t h i s  we l e a r n  once  more 
to  w onder a t  th e  w o rld  we l i v e  i n .

I t  rem a in s  to  be s e e n  w h e th e r  R o b e rt O r n s t e i n 's  
th e o ry  a b o u t th e  n a tu r e  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w i l l  be 
v e r i f i e d  th ro u g h  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  r e s e a r c h .  W hether 
th e  th e o ry  i s  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  o r  n o t  i s  n o t  v i t a l  to  
t h i s  p a p e r .  O r n s t e i n 's  h y p o th e s is  i s  one way o f  
p a r t i a l l y  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  th e  pow er t h a t  f a n ta s y  
and m o n s te rs  have o v e r  p e o p l e s ' im a g in a t io n s .
T here  a r e  d o u b t l e s s ly  o th e r  ways to  e x p l a in  t h i s  
phenom enon. H ow ever, even  i f  th e  e x p la n a t io n s  
f a i l ,  th e  phenomenon s t i l l  r e m a in s .  T h e re  seem s 
to  b e  a v o id  p r e s e n t  i n  many p e o p le  t h a t  r e a d in g  
T o lk ie n ,  o r  s e a r c h in g  f o r  th e  Loch N ess M o n s te r , 
i s  a b le  to  f i l l .  I  h av e  s p e c u la te d  in  t h i s  p a p e r  
a b o u t th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  v o id  and w h a t h a s  c a u se d  
i t .  M ost o f  a l l  th o u g h , I  th in k  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  
t h a t  p e o p le  r e a l i z e  th e  w o rth  o f  m o n s te r s  and f a n ­
ta s y  to  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  a d u l t s .  I  do n o t  
th in k  t h a t  o u r  w o rld  becom es l e s s  w o n d e r fu l a s  we 
re a c h  a d u l th o o d . The e a r t h  i s  s t i l l  a s  a w e - i n s p i r ­
in g  a s  i t  was when we w ere  c h i l d r e n .  J .  R. R. T o l­
k ie n  and th e  s e c r e t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t  o f  Loch N ess a r e  
v a lu a b le  b e c a u s e  th e y  h e lp  us to  rem em ber t h i s .
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SAVING THE APPEARANCES

When Heaven first exclaimed, Let there be Light!
The word threw  forth  a pure and po ten t ray,
Then they proclaimed to  man the gift of sight 
And C ontent sensibly flew into Day;
The eye o f man cojoined the  mind of God,
The grass grew green, the  moon grew tru ly  w hite;
The novel body touched, the  novel footsteps trod  
And novel cool, rough, fluid, firm  and bright 
Rose into earth ly  consciousness and fact.
Behold th is life, as dark as single earth,
Change my potentiality  to  act,
Bestow an adjective to  abstract w orth;
Come w ith your grace, O watcher, look on me 
And touch  my hand th a t I may breathe and be.

— Michael Dahl

(W ritten after reading Mr. Owen Barfield's book of the  same name)
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