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Petty, One Ring To Bind Them All: Tolkien's Mythology
(University, Alabama: Univ. of Alabama Press, 1979),
esp. p. 62, and p. 100 where Petty notes the relevant
significance of circles for the old Sioux medicine man,
Black Elk. Finally, for a complete discussion of
Aragorn's significance, see Paul H. Kocher, Master

of Middle Earth: The Fiction of J.R.R. Tolkien (New
York: Ballantine Books, 1977), pp. 121-151.

Bor a valuable discussion of Tolkien's concept
of joy and other fantasy themes, see Robert J. Reily,
"Tolkien and the Fairy Story,"” in Tolkien and the
Critics, pp. 128-150, esp. 147-150. This essay orig-
inally appeared in Thought, 38 (1963), 89-106.

25In The Tolkien Reader, p. 105.

Bor other discussions of the freedom-fate dia-
lectic in Tolkien, see Gunnar Urang, Shadows of Heaven:
Religion and Fantasy in the Writings of C.S. Lewis,
Charles Williams, and J.R.R, Tolkien (Philadelphia: A
Pilgrim Press Book, 1971), pp. 157 ff., and Willis B.
Glover, "The Christian Character of Tolkien's World,"
Criticism, 13 (1971), 39-53.

Ih Tolkien: Tree and Leaf, Smith of Wootton
The Homecoming of Beorhtnoth (London: Unwin
158-59.

Major,
Paperbacks), pp.

Bor a more general and complete discussion of
the hand imagery, see Marion Perret, "Rings Off Their
Fingers: Hands in The Lord of the Rings,” Ariel: A
Review of International English Literature, 6 (1975)
52-66.

gor other discussions of Tom Bombadil, see
O'Neill, pp. 120ff., and Gordon E. Slethaug, "Tolkien
Tom Bombadil, and the Creative Imagination,” English
Studies in Canada, 4 (1977), 341-50.

8ir Gawain and The Green Knight, Pearl, and Sir
Orfeo, trans. J.R.R. Tolkien, intro. Christopher Tolkien
(New York: Ballantine Books, 1980), 11. 204-06, 596,
pp. 138, 148.

B Tolkien: Tree and Leaf, Smith of Wootton
Major, The Homecoming of Beorhtnotlg, p. 135.

Belebrating the Eucharist, Advent-Christmas
Season:
Minnesota: The Liturgical Press, 1980), p. 94.

B Tolkien: Tree and Leaf, Smith of Wootton
Major, The Homecoming of Beorhtnoth, p. 134.

8 The Tolkien Reader, p. 104.

Blodern Heroism: Essays on D.H. Lawrence, William
Empson, and J.R.R. Tolkien (Berkeley: Univ of California
Press, 1973), p. 235.

BThe Imaginative World of J.R.R. Tolkien,"
South Atlantic Quarterly,69 (1970), 275. See also
Barton R. Friedman's approach to the relationships
between history and fantasy or myth, "Fabricating
History: Narrative Strategy in The Lord of the Rings,"
Clio, 2 (1973), 123-144. Finally, the interested
reader should also consult an untitled poem of Murray
Bodo, O.F.M. which rather remarkably approaches the
general dialectic between internal and external reality
using the symbols of the "road" and "wheel" to stand
for the "Journey and the Dream." Thus, finally, "The
Journey and the Dream/Are one balanced act of love."

November 30 to January 30, 1980-81 (Collegeville,

pege 13

The Journey and the Dream (n.p.: St.
1972), pp. 167-68.

See Francis:
Anthony Messenger Press,

Bh Phantasmagoria: Tales of Fantasy and the
Supernatural, ed. Jane Mobley (Garden City, New
York: Anchor Books, 1977), p. 76.
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MATTERS OF GRAVE IMPORT continued from page 38

er forget the huge relief and delight of learning
from Screwtape that humility means, not having a
low opinion of one's own talents and other assets,
but simply to have no bias in one's own favor: to
be able to "design the best cathedral in the world,
and know it to be the best, and rejoice in the

fact, without being any more...glad at having done
it than he would be if it had been done by another.”

One of the things for which I am grateful to
Tolkien (together with trees and jewels and Recov-
ery) is the cluster of images in which he has made
Hope live. "...In the end the Shadow was only a
small and passing thing: there was light and high
beauty for ever beyond its reach.” Facing the
overwhelming powers of evil and death, one can make
Denethor's choice—or Theoden's— and make all the
difference.

My debt to Charles Williams is so immense that
it seems even more ridiculous than with the other
two to try to highlight it in a paragraph. But,
basically, his insights about the Glory turned a
multiverse into a universe for me. Who else had
had the courage to assert, in the face of all the
pronouncements of psychology and common sense, that
what we see when we fall in love is real and that
it is the rest of the world that is blind? And
that although the experience passes, the knowledge
of that reality in every person can transform a
life. The most boring person we know, the most ar-
rogrant or commonplace or depraved, bears the Glory;
more, the Glory is one throughout space and
throughout time. Here is a link with the matter of
the visions of past events that have always fascin-
ated me; here is the basis for unorthodox healing;
here is the Inward Light to which as a Quaker | turn
in meditation, and which makes me, willy-nilly, a
Friend to all creation.

Probably the single experience in the Society's
history that best engraved this on my mind was the
performance of Dale Ziegler's lovely music to THE
GREATER TRUMPS play we did at Mythcon 11. "Rise t6
adore the mystery of Love...
tery, if you mean to love."
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