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A  T o a s t  t o  t h e  M e m o r y  o f  C .S .  L e w i s
Proposed at M agdalen C ollege, July 4th, 1975 by A . C . H arw ood

C e c i l  Harwood (on th e  r i g h t )  g i v in g  th e  T o a s t a t  th e  F r ie n d s  o f  L ew is P a r ty ,  4 J u ly  1975, 
a t  M agdalene C o l le g e ,  O x fo rd . (W a lte r  H ooper a t  l e f t . )

E d i t o r ' s  n o te :  Each summer s in c e  L e w is 's  d e a th  th e r e  has
been  a g a th e r in g  o f  F r ie n d s  o f  C .S . L e w is— c o l l e a g u e s , 
f r i e n d s ,  fo rm er s t u d e n t s ,  and s im p le  a d m ire r s . (Two f i n e  
s c e n e s  o f  th e  1972 p a r t y  a re  in  Im ages o f  H is  W orld , by  
G i lb e r t  and K i l b y . )  T here i s  good t a l k ,  ca k e s  and c h e e s e ,  
and w in e . The T o a s t in  1975 was g iv e n  by  A .C . Harwood, 
whom L ew is c a l l e d  "a w h o lly  im p e r tu r b a b le  man" and " the  
s o l e  H o ra tio  known to  me in  t h i s  age o f  H a m le ts ." We a re  
g r a te f u l  t o  th e  New York C .S . L ew is S o c i e t y  f o r  p e r m is s io n  
t o  r e p r i n t  th e  T o a s t .

WHEN I HAVE HEARD p r e v io u s  s p e a k e r s  on t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s ,  
t h e y  h a v e  m o s t ly  sp o k en  o f  som e a s p e c t  o f  L e w is ’ s  work 

in  w h ich  t h e y  h a v e  ta k e n  th e  g r e a t e s t  d e l i g h t  o r  from  w h ich  
th e y  h a v e  m ost b e n e f i t e d .  And t h e r e  i s  G od’ s p l e n t y  t o  
c h o o s e  from . Far m ore th a n  O l iv e r  G o ld sm ith  d id  L ew is  
d e s e r v e  th e  e p i t a p h  com posed by  Sam uel J o h n so n : Nullum f e r e  
s c r ib e n d i  genus non t e t i g i t :  nu llum  t e t i g i t  quod non o m a -  
v i t  ["Who l e f t  s c a r c e l y  any k in d  o f  w r i t i n g  u n to u c h e d , and  
n o t h in g  to u c h e d  t h a t  he d id  n o t  a d o r n " ] . L i t e r a r y  and h i s ­
t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m ,  v e r s e  o f  many k in d s ,  a l l e g o r y ,  h i s t o r y ,  
t h e o lo g y ,  C h r is t ia n  e t h i c s  and p r a c t i s e ,  p la n e t a r y  f i c t i o n ,  
c h i l d r e n ' s  b o o k s — a l l  came from  h i s  p en  w ith  e q u a l r e a d in e s s

and f o r c e f u l n e s s  and in  e q u a l a b u n d a n ce . He had a te e m in g  
m in d . When h i s  f e l l o w  u n d e r g r a d u a te s  w ere  p r o d u c in g  p e r h a p s  
on e e x q u i s i t e  l y r i c  (now w e l l  f o r g o t t e n )  in  a m on th , h e  was 
w r i t i n g  a you n g  e p i c ;  and when h e  was t o l d  t h a t  o n e  o f  i t s  
c a n t o s  was n o t  up t o  s ta n d a r d  h e  w en t away and p r o d u ced  
a n o th e r  in  t h e  s p a c e  o f  a few  d a y s .

L ik e  a l l  who r e a d  h i s  b o o k s — o r  w ere  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  e n jo y  
h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n — I l e a r n t  v e r y  much from  h im , th o u g h  o t h e r s  
h a v e  made p r o fo u n d e r  s t u d i e s  in  h i s  w orks and b e e n  m ore 
d e e p ly  in f lu e n c e d  by  th em . My own g r e a t  d e b t  t o  h im — i t  
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b een  g r e a t e r — was t h a t  o f  an a b id in g  f r i e n d ­
s h i p ,  w h ich  d e f i e d  a l l  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p in io n ,  o u t lo o k  and  
i n t e r e s t s .  I f i n d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h ich  l i v e  
m ost v i v i d l y  in  my memory a r e  t h o s e  w h ich  I s h a r e d  w ith  h im .

I rem em ber on e o f  my e a r l y  s o jo u r n s  a t  th e  K i ln s ,  when 
t h e r e  had b een  a h e a v y  f a l l  o f  snow in  th e  n ig h t  w ith  no  
w in d . We w en t o u t  in  t h e  m orn in g  i n t o  a w o r ld  tr a n s fo r m e d .  
E v e r y th in g  b o r e  i t s  r e p l i c a  in  w h i t e .  We t r i e d  t o  f i n d  
w ords t o  e x p r e s s  th e  b e a u t y — and t h e  s i l e n c e — o f  t h i s  new  
w o r ld , b u t en d ed  s p e e c h l e s s  b e f o r e  i t .

At th e  o t h e r  end o f  o u r  m e e t in g s ,  on th e  l a s t  o c c a s io n  
when h e  was w e l l  en ou gh  t o  p ay  a v i s i t  t o  my home in  S u s s e x ,
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C o lin  Hardy on f a r  l e f t , G len GoodKnight on l e f t  c e n te r ,  C .S . K i lb y  in  c e n te r ,  C e c i l  Harwood on r i g h t .

we w ere  a s s a i l e d  a f t e r  s u n s e t  by  on e  o f  t h o s e  trem en d o u s  
s to r m s  when th u n d e r  and l i g h t n i n g  w ere  a lm o s t  in s t a n t a n e o u s  
and th e  w h o le  h o u se  was w rapped in  b l i n d in g  f l a s h e s  o f  
l i g h t .  We s a t  in  a d a rk en ed  room w ith  open  w in d o w s, o v e r ­
whelm ed by t h e  s h e e r  pow er o f  th e  e le m e n t s .  J a c k  s a id  
a f t e r w a r d s  he had r a r e l y  b een  s o  f r i g h t e n e d ,  and had n e v e r  
s o  much e n jo y e d  b e in g  f r ig h t e n e d .

An a lm o s t  e q u a l l y  m em orable o c c a s io n  was when I s p e n t  a 
w eekend w ith  him  in  M agdalen d u r in g  th e  w ar. He had j u s t  
d is c o v e r e d  th e  w orks o f  t h a t  in c o m p a ra b le  n o v e l i s t  o f  H igh  
L i f e ,  M rs. Amanda R o ss . We r e a d  o n e  o f  h e r  b ook s t o  ea ch  
o t h e r  in  tu r n  u n t i l  c o n v u ls io n s  overcam e t h e  r e a d e r ,  and we 
en ded  b y — l i t e r a l l y — r o l l i n g  t o g e t h e r  on th e  f l o o r  in  o n e  o f  
th o s e  paroxysm s o f  p a i n f u l  la u g h t e r  w h ich  r a r e l y  v i s i t  one  
( a l a s )  a f t e r  o n e  grow s u p .

H e  w a s a t  h i s  b e s t  on w a lk in g  t o u r s  when h i s  d e l i g h t  in
N a tu re  v i e d  w ith  h i s  en jo y m en t o f  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  i n  w h ich  o f  
c o u r s e  he to o k  a le a d in g  p a r t .  The d a y 's  w a lk  had t o  b e  
c a r e f u l l y  p la n n e d  s o  t h a t  we r e a c h e d  an in n  a b o u t one  
o ' c l o c k — he h e ld  sa n d w ic h e s  i n  an ath em a, a s  o n e  o f  h i s  
p r in t e d  l e t t e r s  t e s t i f i e s .  T h ere  w ere  gran d  t o u r s  w ith  a 
m u ster  o f  s i x  o r  s e v e n ,  b u t I rem em ber w e l l  two o r  t h r e e  
w a lk s  we to o k  a lo n e .  One was down t h e  Wye V a l l e y — th e n  
s t i l l  a p r e t t y  rem o te  p l a c e .  As we came down from  t h e  h i l l s  
t o  T in t e rn  Abbey h e  s h o u te d  f o r  j o y  t h a t  th e  h e d g e s  w ere  
s t i l l  j u s t  a s  W ordsworth d e s c r ib e d  them :

These h ed ge-row s, h a rd ly  h ed g e-ro w s, l i t t l e  l in e s  
Of s p o r t iv e  wood run w ild .

W henever I r ea d  t h o s e  l i n e s ,  I h e a r  J a c k  d e c la im in g  them  a s  
we s t r o d e  down th e  h i l l .

I n e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  when h e  o f t e n  s t a y e d  w ith  me in  Lon­
d on , t h e r e  w ere many v i s i t s  to  t h e a t r e s  and p i c t u r e  g a l l e r ­
i e s .  I rem em ber e s p e c i a l l y  w a lk in g  w ith  him  t o  th e  ch arm in g  
l i t t l e  g a l l e r y  in  D u lw ich  and h i s  d e l i g h t  in  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  
la n d s c a p e s  o f  P o u s s in .  T here was o n e  t e r r i b l e  o c c a s i o n ,  o f  
w hich  I was r e c e n t l y  rem in d ed  on lo o k in g  th ro u g h  h i s  l e t ­
t e r s ,  when— I su p p o s e  th ro u g h  d i l a t o r i n e s s  — I had f a i l e d  to  
s e c u r e  t i c k e t s  f o r  The R in g . On my c o n f e s s in g  my f a i l u r e ,  I 
r e c e iv e d  th e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  i n  J o h n so n ia n  s t y l e ,  o f  w h ich  
he was a lm o s t  a s  e lo q u e n t  a m a s te r  a s  th e  g r e a t  D o c to r  h im ­
s e l f .

Magdalen C o lle g e  
May 7th  ' 34

S ir ,
I have read your p a t h e t ic a l  l e t t e r  w ith  such  

se n tim e n ts  as i t  n a tu r a l ly  s u g g e s t s ,  and w r ite

t o  in form  you th a t  you need  e x p e c t  from me no 
ungenerous rep ro a ch . I t  would be c r u e l  i f  i t  
were p o s s i b le ,  and im p o s s ib le  i f  i t  were  
a ttem p te d , to  add t o  th e  m o r t i f i c a t io n  w hich  
you m ust now be supposed  to  s u f f e r .  Where I 
can n ot c o n s o le ,  i t  i s  fa r  from my pu rp ose to  
a g g ra v a te ;  fo r  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  c o m p lic a ted  
m isery  o f  your s t a t e  t h a t  w h ile  I  p i t y  your  
s u f f e r in g s  I can n ot in n o c e n t ly  w ish  them 
l i g h t e r .  He would be no f r ie n d  t o  your reason  
or your v i r t u e ,  who would w ish  to  p a ss  ov er  so  
g r e a t  a m isc a r r ia g e  in  h e a r t l e s s  f r i v o l i t y  or 
b r u ta l  i n s e n s i b i l i t y  . . . .

As soon as you can , pray l e t  me know through  
some r e s p e c ta b le  a cq u a in ta n ce  in  what q u a rte r  
o f  th e  g lo b e  you in te n d  t o  s u s ta in  th a t  i r r e ­
v o c a b le  e x i l e ,  and p e r p e tu a l d is g r a c e  t o  which  
you have condemned y o u r s e l f .  Do n o t g iv e  in  to  
d e s p a ir . Learn from t h i s  exam ple th e  f a t a l  
con seq u en ces o f  e r r o r , and hope in  some humbler 
s t a t io n  and some d i s t a n t  lan d  th a t  you may y e t  
become u s e f u l  t o  your s p e c i e s .

L a te r  I r e c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  i n  t h e  same 
v e i n ,  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  w it h e r  any p a r t  o f  me w hich  t h e  e a r l i e r  
l e t t e r  had l e f t  u n s c a th e d .

H e was a  w o n d e r fu l g u e s t  t o  h a v e  in  t h e  h o u s e ,  and
a lw a y s  w r o te  t h e  m ost ch arm in g  " b r e a d -a n d -b u tt e r "  l e t t e r s  
t o  h i s  h o s t e s s .  He i s  s a id  t o  h a v e  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  h e  had  
had s o  l i t t l e  t o  do w ith  c h i l d r e n ,  and in d e e d  n e v e r  f e l t  a t  
home w it h  th em . A l l  I can  s a y  i s  t h a t  my own c h i ld r e n  
a d o red  h im . He e n t e r e d  w ith  c o m p le te  s e r i o u s n e s s  i n t o  t h e i r  
c o n c e r n s ,  swung w ith  them  on t h e i r  sw in g  and w en t swimming  
w ith  th em , and d e l i g h t e d  them  by  d is c o u r s in g  v o lu b ly  on some 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s u b j e c t  t h e  moment h i s  h ea d  a p p ea red  a f t e r  h e  
had d iv e d  i n t o  th e  muddy S u s s e x  w a te r .  He p la y e d  w ith  them  
th e  n o b le  game o f  h e a d s ,  b o d ie s  and t a i l s  and e x c e l l e d  
e v e r y o n e  i n  h i s  s k e t c h e s ;  o r ,  when more l i t e r a r y  gam es s u c ­
c e e d e d ,  h i s  c o n t r ib u t io n s  (o n e  a t  l e a s t  o f  w h ich  h a s  s u r ­
v iv e d )  w ere  o f  c o u r s e  m a s t e r ly .

All t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  l i v e d  i n  th e  p r e s ­
e n t  mom ent. N o -o n e  was l e s s  g iv e n  t o  r e m in is c e n c e s — o r  t o  
r e p in in g .  I can  h e a r  him  h e a r t i l y  d e p r e c a t in g  a l l  I h a v e  
v e n tu r e d  t o  t e l l  yo u  a b o u t him  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  He w r o te  me 
o n c e  t h a t  I s h o u ld  n o t  b e  s o r r y  f o r  him  b e c a u s e  h i s  i l l n e s s  
d e p r iv e d  him  o f  many t h in g s  he had lo v e d  t o  d o , b e c a u s e  "you  
so o n  c e a s e  t o  w ant t o  do t h e  t h in g s  y o u  know you  c a n ' t  d o ."  
And h i s  i n t e r e s t  was i n  p e o p le ,  n o t  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h a t,
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I t h in k ,  i s  w hy, when I r e a d  h i s  w o r k s , I seem  t o  h e a r  him  
s p e a k in g  t o  me. H is  b e n e f a c t i o n s ,  w h ic h  w ere  v e r y  g r e a t ,  
w ere  m o s t ly  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  n o t  t o  s o c i e t i e s .  He had  e n o r ­
mous sym p ath y  f o r  t h e  " l i t t l e  m an ."  On o n e  o c c a s io n  when I 
was d e p r e c a t in g  som e m odern h o u s in g  e s t a t e ,  h e  s a id :  "B ut i f  
you  c o u ld  s e e  n o t  t h e  h o u s e s ,  b u t  t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  in  
th em , i t  m ig h t lo o k  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t . "  In d e e d  we s h a l l  n e v e r  
b e  t r u e  men " t i l l  we h a v e  f a c e s . "  But I  b e l i e v e  h e  f e l t  
t h a t  th e  s im p le  man w it h  h i s  s im p le  v i r t u e s  m ig h t o f t e n  b e  
n e a r e r  t h a t  a c h ie v e m e n t  th a n  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s a v a n t .

I w ou ld  l i k e  t o  end w it h  a b r i e f  a n e c d o t e .  Some m on ths  
ago  I had  t o  v i s i t  th e  N o r th  o f  E n g la n d , and I had  s e c u r e d  
n o t  a com partm en t t o  m y s e l f — p r o g r e s s  h a s  d e p r iv e d  u s  o f  
su c h  a m e n i t i e s — b u t a t  l e a s t  r e a s o n a b le  b r e a t h in g  s p a c e ,  
when a t  t h e  l a s t  m in u te  a  n a v a l  p e t t y  o f f i c e r  e n t e r e d  w ith  
h i s  w i f e  and c h i l d r e n ,  t o  whom h e  had  p l a i n l y  b e e n  g i v i n g  a 
t r e a t  i n  to w n , p e r h a p s  on r e t u r n in g  from  som e v o y a g e .  Each  
c h i l d  had  b e e n  g iv e n  som e h id e o u s  t o y ,  a  d o l l  a s  b ig  a s  th e  
c h i l d  h e r s e l f ,  o r  som e m o n str o u s  W alt D is n e y  c r e a t i o n ,  and  
e a c h  was f l o u r i s h i n g  a  Com ic o f  u n b e l i e v a b le  v u l g a r i t y .  The 
e l d e s t ,  a g i r l  o f  a b o u t f o u r t e e n ,  had  r e c e i v e d  an e l a b o r a t e  
m a n icu re  and makeup s e t — p l a i n l y  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  s h e  had  u s e d .  
But s h e  was a f r i e n d l y  c h i l d ,  and when I b eg a n  t o  r e a d  s h e  
lo o k e d  up and  a s k e d ,  " I s  t h a t  a  n i c e  book ?"  I s a i d  i t  w as a  
v e r y  n i c e  b o o k , and in  r e t u r n  e n q u ir e d  i f  s h e  was fo n d  o f  
r e a d in g ,  and w hat s h e  l i k e d  b e s t  t o  r ea d ?  " 0 ,"  s h e  s a i d ,

" f a r  t h e  b e s t  I  l i k e  t h e  N a r n ia  T a le s  o f  C .S . L e w is .  I r e a d  
them  a g a in  and  a g a in ."  So we t a l k e d  a b o u t  C .S .  L e w is ,  and  
s h e  w as am azed t o  t h in k  s h e  w as t a l k i n g  t o  som eon e who had  
a c t u a l l y  known h im . I t  h a p p en ed  t h a t  I had  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  c u r r e n t  e x c e l l e n t  b u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  New Y ork L ew is  S o c i ­
e t y ,  and I had  b r o u g h t  i t  w it h  me t o  r e a d  in  t h e  t r a i n ,  s o  
o f  c o u r s e  I p r o d u ce d  i t  f o r  h e r  t o  s e e .  S h e  w as a s to u n d e d  
t h a t  p e o p le  i n  A m er ica  knew a b o u t L e w is .  " I f  t h e y  know  
a b o u t h im  t h e r e ,  h e  m u st b e  a  g r e a t  m an ,"  s h e  s a i d .  (I  
p r e s e n t  t h e  co m p lim e n t t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  t o  my A m er ican  
f r i e n d s . )

A l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  I w as t h in k in g  o f  w hat J a c k  
had d on e  f o r  t h a t  l i t t l e  g i r l .  What a  w indow  h e  had  o p en ed  
from  h e r  b a n a l and v u lg a r  s u r r o u n d in g s  i n t o  t h e  w o r ld  o f  
im a g i n a t io n .  In d e e d  h e  o p en ed  w ind ow s f o r  many p e o p le  i n t o  
r e a lm s  h i t h e r t o  unknown t o  th em . No d o u b t h e  w o u ld  h a v e  
f e l t  h i s  g r e a t e s t  a c h ie v e m e n t  w as t o  op en  t h e  w ind ow s o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  a way n o - o n e  e l s e  had  d on e  i n  h i s  genera?- 
t i o n .  But I r a t h e r  t h in k  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  on a n o t h e r  
l e v e l  a s  d e l i g h t e d  by  t h e  t r i b u t e  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l  in  t h e  
t r a i n .  He h a s  in d e e d  o p en ed  w in d ow s f o r  u s  a l l ,  o r  we w o u ld  
n o t  b e  h e r e .  L et u s  d r in k  h i s  m em ory, i n  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  w hat 
e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  h a s  r e c e i v e d  from  h im .

We n o te  w ith  s a d n e s s  t h a t  A .C . Harwood d ie d  in  S ep tem b er  
o f  1975.

REMINISCENCES
b y  W a l t e r  H o o p e r

Presented to M y th co n  VI, Scripps College, A ugust 16th, 1975

The t a l k  a p p e a rs  h e re  a s  r e v i s e d  b y  W a lte r  H ooper f o r  
p u b l i c a t io n .

I CERTAINLY CAN CALL YOU LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, b u t  I ' d  
r a t h e r  c a l l  yo u  f r i e n d s .  I ' v e  d rea d e d  t h i s  moment e v e r  

s i n c e  I was i n v i t e d  t o  t h i s  c o n v e n t io n .  I  r e a l l y  h a v e  
d re a d e d  i t  a w f u l ly .  "What w i l l  I do i n  f r o n t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  
p e o p le ? "  I a s k e d  m y s e l f .  " E v e r y th in g  i n  t h e  w o r ld  h a p p en s  
h e r e ,  and w hat can  my l i t t l e  t a l k  p o s s i b l y  mean t o  them ?"
But s i n c e  I ' v e  b e e n  h e r e  I ' v e  n e v e r  m et s o  much k in d n e s s .
And a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  s o u n d in g  r a t h e r  g u s h y , so m e th in g  w h ich  I 
s h o u ld  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  a v o id  i n  O x fo r d , I m ust s a y  t h a t  you  
h a v e  f o r c e d  me i n t o  l o v in g  y o u . I 'm  v e r y ,  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  
in d e e d  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  k in d n e s s  yo u  h a v e  shown me; e s p e c i a l l y  
G len  and B o n n ie , and a  g r e a t  many o t h e r s  w h ose nam es a r e  
w e l l  known i n  E n g la n d , su c h  a s  K ath ryn  L in d sk o o g  apd B e r n ie  
Z uber. I t h in k  you  f o r g e t  t h a t ,  th o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  many p e o ­
p l e  in  E n glan d  whom yo u  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  s e e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  g r e a t  
many in  C a l i f o r n i a  whom we w ou ld  l i k e  t o  s e e .

I b e g in  w it h  an a p o lo g y .  I r e a l i s e  t h a t  I h a v e  an  
a lm o s t  n e g l i g i b l e  k n o w led g e  o f  C .S . L ew is com pared w ith  
t h o s e  p e o p le  who knew him  much b e t t e r ,  s u c h  a s  Owen B a r-  
f i e l d  and P r o f e s s o r  T o lk ie n ,  and many o t h e r s  a s  w e l l .  I  am 
rem in d ed  o f  th e  f u n e r a l  a r ra n g ed  f o r  Abraham L in c o ln  in  
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  B ec a u se  t h e  g r e a t  man c o u ld  n o t  h im ­
s e l f  b e  t h e r e  t o  s p e a k ,  and b e c a u s e  a  g r e a t  many o f  h i s  
f r i e n d s  had d ie d  a s  w e l l ,  h i s  o ld  dog F id o  was b r o u g h t ,  so  
t o  s p e a k ,  o u t  o f  m o t h b a l ls .  He was s t i l l  a l i v e .  Now I 
t h in k  you  m ust r e c e i v e  me a s  s o m e th in g  o f  a " F id o ."  You 
c a n ' t  h a v e  T o lk ie n ,  and I d o n 't  t h in k  yo u  s h a l l  b e  a b le  t o

h a v e  Owen B a r f i e l d  j u s t  y e t ,  o r  in d e e d  a  g r e a t  many o f  t h e  
o t h e r s ,  t h e  g r e a t  " G r e a t s ."  So t h i s  i s  n o t  s o  much l i k e  
u s in g  y o u r  d in o s a u r s  w h i le  y o u  h a v e  th em  a s  m ak ing w hat u s e  
you  ca n  o f  y o u r  " F id o s ."  F or t h a t  i s  a l l  I ca n  c la im  t o  b e .

A f t e r  h e a r in g  s o  many e x tr e m e ly  go o d  p a p e r s  and  su c h  
l o v e l y  m u s ic — a s  in d e e d  I knew I w o u ld — I t h o u g h t ,  "What can  
I do? What can  I g iv e  t h a t  yo u  c a n ' t  do b e t t e r  y o u r s e lv e s ? "  
T h is  may b e  h i g h l y  e x p e r im e n t a l ,  b u t I b e l i e v e  t h e  b e s t  
t h in g  I ca n  do i s  t e l l  yo u  s o m e th in g  o f  w hat I fo u n d  C .S .  
L ew is t o  b e  l i k e — t h e  man h i m s e l f .  T h is  i s  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  I 
r e c a l l  t h a t  when I f i r s t  m et som eone who had s e e n  and  sp o k en  
w it h  C .S . L e w is ,  i t  was v e r y  l i k e  t h e  p e o p le  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  
s e e in g  F id o ,  who had  b e e n  to u c h e d  by  t h e  M a ste r . He had  
bow-wowed f o r  t h e  M a s te r , had  e a te n  P r e s i d e n t i a l  b o n e s .

V V HEN I WENT t o  s e e  C .S". L ew is I had  a lr e a d y  e n jo y e d  t e n  
y e a r s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w ith  h im . But I d id  n o t ,  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  know n e a r l y  s o  much a b o u t him  a s  p o s s i b l y  y o u  d o .
For yo u  knew him  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when much h a s  b een  s a i d  and  
w r i t t e n  a b o u t h im . In  f a c t ,  n on e  o f  t h e  t h in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  
b e e n  t a lk e d  a b o u t t o n i g h t  w ere  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h a t  t im e .  I 
f i r s t  r e a d  L e w is ' s  b o o k s  when I  w as an u n d e r g r a d u a te — a b o u t  
y o u r  a g e — and I rem em ber t h i n k i n g ,  " I  w is h  I c o u ld  know  
e v e r y t h in g  a b o u t h im . What a t e r r i b l e  and c r u s h in g  t r u t h  
t h a t  o n e  c a n  l i v e  and d i e  i n  t h e  same w o r ld  and n e v e r  know 
h im ."

Anyway, a f t e r  t e n  y e a r s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  L e w is ,  I

5


	A Toast to the Memory of C. S. Lewis
	Recommended Citation
	To join the Mythopoeic Society go to: http://www.mythsoc.org/join.htm
	Mythcon 51: A VIRTUAL “HALFLING” MYTHCON
	Mythcon 52: The Mythic, the Fantastic, and the Alien

	Abstract
	Additional Keywords

	tmp.1516734367.pdf.aPztA

