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Edith L Qone

IVeking and Unneking in
Mddeearthand Hsanhere

EdthL Qone

se Ofthe nmost conmron dheradteristics of fartasy ssagarre isatendency to
Jaesm its tales in dualistic temrs, though nat as sinply &s its detradtors
wouldhave s bdieve. Jane Yensaysthet fartssy “tells oftrewwarld as it shouldlie
It holds certain values to ke inportant. It makes issLes dear. 1t i ifyouwill, a
ficion besed on great gopositess, ﬁed&hrgof nosing forees, question and
asng, Vinand yag, the great cance of gposites” (&4). \,{anasfa*taeyalms
kawmﬂayedhs‘damoqumrgfdms”mdffem\ws the Lanand Checs
of Mdneel Mbaroock, Susan Cooper’s Light and Dark; and other guises of Good
and Bl too nueraus to mention: The two warks carsicered here—Idlkien’s
\esta,a/(ecbscnhrgﬂ and Orson Soatt Card’s Aivin Veker saries—presert
this deradtenistic dichatomy admirably and with satisfying conplexdty.
Quoosing farossinTalkienswark heve Lﬂallybeendsaﬁsajlnterrrsofm
great themre of TreLordoftheRings (Lard), Pover and Renundiation This ispartly
mlH_HBE‘ !aljdislede_nS%GmmardntstoftmaﬂyzedmkMd Miiarsgmcasenﬂ
s particular gpposition \erystragly toour ace Wars e
Weepors. Inackition, the iceaofthe renunciation of poner isappealing becaLse it
isnat aconmmon ae inthe fantasy garre, which is rore likely to portray getting
ardwrgpmerraﬁerlfmwrgmp In his Avin IViker saies, Qrson Soatt
Cr e o G o s v i
twentieth century sarsihilities; the conoat ng
Unnreking. Although Talkiens Seconcary \arld is nat ueLally looked at inthese
temrs, the paradigmof IVBking and Unreking gaalies to Arcaias wll,
Hirst ve need to cifire the conoat as Card hes presented it inthe first four
bodks of the Avin IVaker series. IVBking/Unnreking is aponerful and
conoet, \ery meaningful to anyare anare of bath the saientific and soadogcd
redlities of our tines. Avin Mller hinselfsess this dichotamy as the nost kesic of
gIIBItIG’B ‘Avinkrewdl kainds of qoposites intreworld [ ] But desyer then
qupositesvias mekingand unneking, Soobqothat yanyioody naticed
thet rtv\asﬂermst inportant goposite of all” (Saverth Son 129),




IVeking and Uhnreking in Middle-earth and Hsannere

Ore besic daradtaristic of the Unnaker s its inplacalle destrudiveress, its
Chsire to bresk ing doan While il a child Avin hes a recurming dream
aoout “The warld filling up with an invisible tremroling nothing thet sesped into
everything and took it gart” (124). Later on, during his gaorentice years, he
cbsriles 1t thus: “Thet fire fromthe Sun, thetSwhat the Unnraker hetes nost.
Tre life it nakes. Pt thet fire o, thatSwhet the Unmeker sys insice hinedlf.
Putal firssaut, tumal water into icg, thewhdewarldsmoathwithice, thewiole
sy blackand cold like night” (RrerticeAlvin 131). Inadkition toacdksire to bring
O o e i
epperent allity to tear things anyae, Indung Amn can
them up, & lesst & Talesngper exdlairs it. Using the metaphor of a v,
Talesngoper says “fridk and flesh and bore dlike dl bresk down into the s
indistinguisheble dLst. Then the Unakerwill s ez, and tre dustwll mlrﬁnteI?/
dispersed othet it can never cone together again The universewill e cdd il
sllert, cirk; and at lest the Unnraker will ke at rest” (Savarth 131).

Aletter personification of entropy and the evertual heat-ceath ofthe uiverse
would e herd to find, andwe should nat betoo suprissd tofind it inthewark of
anauthorwhowntes sence fidion ssvell asfartasy, The draradter of the Unaler
waiks on .ed leds For thosee who I itS rodts in twentieth-oentury
ccsnology and [ysics, it can be gpreciated & a ponerful etaphor of angjor

saertific reelity. Cord hes taken the inmrovesble and inpersorel faree of entrapy
andghvenit not anlyarene out apersonality and nelevdlernt intent. Entropy isa.
fairly fnghtening concet if we let aursehves think aoout it, but we seldomdo
tecaﬂertsaemaltri IS too distart to affect s parsardlly. Card pulls it
framthet far future to the Ilvc'scrfv\elldamardvary
oftre | @mnmyanﬂﬁm t’E)ebLtl thatﬂ ﬁembpof
ans |
i ol T (e b fragart a
person IS y/ & an anost
elemental fae of evl and destruction. Fewpeadl in arong them—ean
see the Unnreker directly; and even to himithe Univaker gopears s but asuttle
shimmeringofarr. The Unaker cenvwark through the physicl stuffoftrewarld
honever. Ore of the ot interesting and urusLel of symdlismin tre
e Bt oy ey Wl 8 T Gt of L
isnot anlyan ingtodl inthe camying out
cestructive cesig s, but ssans to have an inherertly necative “oersorelity.”
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Thewarldof Avin Vbker isare besed on the four elenents of earthy, ar, firg
andwater, aviewofthe material universewhich inour oanwarld goesdl thevay
lecktothe philosophers ofandient Gesss, particularty Bvpecodes. Grd, honewar,
g\esthese elerental funesacbgeeoflrtertlm inthewards of Aldogpy, “each
wats to e its oanvay” (). Earth, air, and fire are given netter-of-fact
daaierlsl]cslhatwrmbemobredmtlajmyrrdade’t eathinparticular
is cesariled anly in positive tems. WAter is different: “But water, it tears things
coan, it falls framtte sky and camies offeverythingitcan |, . | Ifthe iater hed
itsviay; thewholewarldwould ke smoath, just aligaosanwith nathing out of the
waters reech All deed and smooti” (). In cortrest to the cdlars of the other
dements—ydlonfire red eath geyar—mylfeTcrm S Wty &5 OB
bladk enpptiness” (23). Cbrdeqjlaﬂystatestmt “Water vas its [the Unnrekers)
snat, dd nost of its wark tearing things doan” (Rrartice 100). When the
Uhreker gpears to Gl Planter in the fomof the Overses, it Is Cvil thet
are of its rares is\Water-bearer ().

This isarather ariginel conceation. The ane thing nost essartial to life inthe
universe sswe knowit is the presence of liquid water. Anyore who Iiveswhere it
nomrally does nat rain far many months ofthe year knows thet the rainy seesmiis
grectedeachyear with analmostwarshipful relief. One ofthe foundetions of rary
enonamies is agyiauture, and thet agriculture is often bessd on imigation. VAken
rain ooes coe to athervise arid lands, honever, the destructive poner of water
mmqjteqoaareﬂ—amastv\osxaﬂedmny or hunoredhyear floodswithin
adcakarsn Liketie other dlenernts, water hes both alerefica andadestrudtive
. aFr% hllmﬂmmm%w mb??ﬁl" Bl
tie nto ngto m ngstores to
MHmaa‘/WMrgmﬂs)mwlaFTmeeattmus recur framthe\erytine
of Auins birth to his reking of the gJPcm pow

Honewer, ance thet plowis reck, ance Avinbecares alViker intruth, “The
Unraker colcnt touch himﬂram\/\fter anynore. Np, the UmakerS todl
wouldenoresuitierow ftwould e people” @ivi nhmsyrrml’ll) magm
SathSmand RdRqd, the Unnekersattads onAvinae lynysidd,
Just as Avirs understanding of Veking is in prinrarily sl tetmssuhalm
meking or fixing of dojedts and the healing ot bodies. The dange inthe powner of
water over Avin Sigrels a profound drenge froma prinranly prysical kettle to a

prinarily psychological and spirituel are. This rgjor shift ispresaged by the irany
ofwater baing acwlyaeAl\nnfmnmrgtdmoHWﬁeUTrder




IVbking and Unireking in Middle-earth and Hsanhere

when Gartie Smith duns a bucket of water on him (Rertice 118). Water dso
saves a positive function bywashing anay dl traces of Arthur Suarts dd DNA
afterAl;/inmsngsdhm Inascaresugpestive of beptismby inmrersion (Rartice
291-9).

The Uhneker isaponerful retaphor for more than a esic tenet of pysical
soene, honever. The greatest achieverent of the Alvin IVBker snies is its
psydological (and to sare, spiritual) truth. Entropy in redlity is a blind force of
neturewith no intention to harmor doevil. Fromthe first, honever, the Unneker
Is portrayed as having such intent, espedially tonard those it sees & heving the
poner tothvart itsaesigns, i.e. Vikers. Unlike nost ather personifications of euil,
suchas IVbrgoth or Sauran, the Unireker hes destructiveness as itsend, nat nerely
& the means to saething else (Such as pover over athers ar acousition of ridhes).
Onewould have to e ddlivaus to conterrporary saciety not to gaoreciate how
\é\hf_llg/ﬁeaanacfsersd%dstmim fits inwith whet we 2 0 often in the

rBns.

Just & the Unmeker is a metaphor far entrapy in the physical redlm it also
reminck s of thet farce in the psyddlogical relmthet Sgvund Freud cdled
Tharatcs, or the deathHinstinct. The conoept is generally defined &s *a universdl
inpulse for death, cestruction, setf-oestruction, andaggression [....] Freud piciured
hurren life asa theater of gperations inwhich two ultinrete foraess, the life instinct
(Erce) and the deathiinstinct (Thanetos) bettle for suprenrecy’” (Longven Dictiorery
208). Anather of those great gpasitions, ﬁeErosfrmmtosdldaorryislagely

aprophet without honor in its own country of psychiatry, a lesst in the United
Sates and in the gaedifics of FreudS description. Honever, the general conogt is
ore ofthose great archetypoal gpasitions, and are that pedks with particular force
tothe later twentieth certury. In our eradestruction for its own stke seens dl too
conmron on lage stages and s, fromwar and holocaust to random adts of
vidence and distruction on city strets.

With the shift of the IViker/Unreler beitle to the psydnological and spirituel
relm weightythedogical issesanise The rde offreewill isespsaally conplicated
The Unnreker itself, opearing as the Oversear to Cavil Planter, states 1 qoeskanly
o thosevihose cksires dlreadly tum tonard e and mywarks, the areswho alreedy
thirst for thewater | boring” (Rrartice 10). Note thewater syrmbolismagain Honewr,
throughout his chilchood the Unmekeer tries to uise Avins onn father to kill him
Although AvinMiller S loves hisson, he ssaTs unele to resist the concentrated
pover ofthe Unreler, and almost does kill Avin. Only the constant interverntion
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of Ry the Tardh, and the fact thet Airs father firdlly is coominced tosend the
oy anay fromMigor Church, savess Avin: Dioes this suggest thet: the Unnralers
poner canbe imesitible, o retter howherd are tries and howlittle crevants to
do anevl ossd? Hownruch resparsihility does Avin . bear for his adtias?

Other exanples of an individual succubing to the Unimreker are less
prablenetic. The beginning chepter of RenticeAlvin, told framthe point ofview
of Gl Harter, isanesterful denorstration ofanen gradLallycorminding hinsedf
thet adtions he knows to be wrong are right, and finding self-agyandizing
Justificatiars for bresking his namiage vons when the “insideess and in healty”
part does not wark to his advertage. Rresunaldly, the arack in Gavilssoul thet Iets
the Unmeker drive in avecke is his acogptance of davary; and Iust provicks the
decpgrame. The sevendeedly sirs are prettywell represented by variaus pegple
Who becare the UnivdlerS todls. Milate Franker is prick personified; Ay Sinp
hesapotent mixture of ILet, price and envy; and price and anger dive tre adtios
of\Ahite Murderer Harisn

Ahinsnost unrelentingantagonist, and e Unnrekersgretest tod, reyprove
to e Avins oan brather Galvin: Ovevineliming envy of Aivin sens to dhive
CGAvinsadtiars, and the character of Calvin preserts sone of the ost praolenretic
e
oo S n | SAMVN
he must find his brather and “redaini” him 1Auin rqjicjas

“What ks you think Calvin wesnt alreedly the enemmy of our work before he wes

“That’ nat possible,” said Recpy: “Bebies are bom innocent and pure.”

“Or stegped in ariginel S are the dices? | cant believe you of dl pecple
believe either ide, youwho put your hands on the won and see the futures in the beloys
heartfire. The chilotis alreecly hineetf then, the good and bed), tostep into the world
and meke of himselfwhet he wants nost to e.” (Joumgynen

| find the inplications of this more then allittle disturoing. Snce Avinexlicidy
rgedts the dodtrine of ariginel Sin, weare left with two altermetives. Bither GIiving
adtians are preckstined and free will goes out the windowy or Galvin hed alreedy
mﬁﬁﬁ%dhslminmmmmm Smeﬂ‘eﬁlvin_l\/{sig
Fies isdill awakin e S QITHC |
will beworked out inmmmaes Frperrty et

At this point much hes been said of Unnreking b little about Veking. One
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resson is thet Unneking s cefined fairly dearly earty an, but the difinition of
IVBking dhenges and evalves & Ains onn ickes of it growand neture. Intre
begiming he thinks of it intermrs of “hraking things go just where hevanted” but
dso*Understandinghoavthings amtobeardmlprg thetway’ (SaHm
63). Lag, he sssit intems of ¢ mhrgﬂmgsv\erttomamhervw
51z 0] soihsy just returally floned thet way” (Rrertice 30). a/ﬁetlneﬁl\nn
beconesatrue Vbker by mekingaliving gjlobnpioNharqaces ot becasehe
macke it, mmtaﬁemtagtltmmonﬂenself (38). The enpresis Ies
ey DO Kk oA _Tpvergibamil ToRHgE
foguidng, REipIng—enpoAenng Iyouw ngto
nakeitsdf. Avinhes m/\%tmeateeder, asourceof inspiration, acenter around
Ngqmmr%bgymmw the dvire, although exadty howi
ngis to g IS ot yet
copletely dear. AMinthinks at ane point “thet Godworked pretty much theway
AMn did—tdld the radss of the earth and the fire of the sun and stuff like the,
told it all howit vias supposed to ke and then et it be thet vay” (242). A5 A
becores atrue ik, saafice and suffering enter in, gMinghiman inoreesingly
Cmist-like agoect I\txaiydnesreerterﬁeﬁreofﬂefagetonﬂelm Ccen
pow he begins to viewhs tesk in temrs of whet Crerles Willians would cl
SUstitution, and whet most would viewas sugpestive of the redenptive love of
JaE “ItS true thet sonetines pegole have to suffer to neke saething good
covetole Butwnen | hawe it inmy poagr to sae tremfromsuffering it, and
ear it nyad] . . ]Tmt’spartofl\/ﬂarglfliwaltlnrrypmerlfmlbaarlt’

Qre diffiauity in detemrining where a Vbker fits in the divire saene of
things isthe fact tnet CardS fantasywarld isan altermete versian of our onn rater
then an inogpencent Sau% dsuchasAch Tre rdigios histary of this
altemete is nat too differert framour oanwarld, since Ghitianity in \erios
fans—Ruritan, Roen Gathalic, besic Pratestant—is the faith of nost of tre
White 15ts. CearlyJesswasalviker (Rattice240) but praebly not the
anlyare before AMin AN JesLs aspeaidl ceee, bath IVbker and God? Canarele
aGodadnat beaVikar? Presuraly are can ke aVeker without beinga God
sne Avinsaas to ke the first but not the ssoond—but ishe nrore then
Snce much renairs to e told of Avins stary thet revains to e ssn

Nb suchabiguity eddts in Aca, At lesst in its “firel” fom—to the extart
that anything Tallkienwrate can e said to ke fire—there isa dear cenrarcation
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betveen Buandeveryaedse Buisdeatyat the top ofthe hierardhy of Vikers,
the anly being with aoeess to the Hane Inperisheble and therefore the anly ae
cgoedle of true areation exnihilo. Bruekes this dearwnenhe sas. “And, thou,
Milkor, shelt see thet mﬁermrraykﬁpia;ajmmmrmitsmrmtmin
m=, nor cananyalter the music inny cespite™ Sinarillion 17). The Arur/Velar
Mikers, Makers within limits. The music of the Ainur hes agreat
dael to dowith the spedifics of ArcaS design, but the therre isstill Erus Without
the adtion of By, Ardawould have rerained nrerely a vision and nat a living
redity. “Therefore | sy Bl Let these things BY And | will serd forth into the
\Gid the Hare Inperniseble, and it Sl ke at the heart of the irdd, and the
Wérld rdll Bz and those ofyou thet will may go down into it™ (Siinarnillion 20).
IVilkor istie first and greatest of the Unnalers of Ak, The roat ofhiseuil is
like Calvin Siths anixure of priceand envy. Hesougt the Inperisheble Hane,
“for desire grawhat within himito bring into Baing things of his o™t thet
poner is resnved to Bru anly: The disoord that IVElkor introduicss into the music
ofareation isa result of his dooned attenpt to beaViler ofthe samrekind ss B,
and his ecesve prick, “for he sought therein to inoresse the poner and glary of
the part assigredto hinself”(16). A | incicated before, angjor difference betveen
Cards Uneker and the Unnreker-like behavior of variaus beings in Arca is
intention. For Cards Uk, destrudtion for itsoansaleisthe paint; inArdaiit
I5, theareticallyat least, aneans toanend. But oftenan outsice dosener might e
herd put to tell the difference. VWhen the \dar entered Ardia to begin thelir oan
cemiurgic MVbking,
they buitt Iarcbaml I\/Elkor thenry velleys they cetved and Velkor raised them
Up; mountairs they ﬂTEWﬂ‘Emd]/\n sees they holloned and IVElkor

kor
B i e e

There isancther aresture in Ak, honever, who aores even doser to Cards
aonogation of near-elevental destrudtive farce: Ungaliant. “The Hoar,” ve ae
tald, “knewnot whence Se cane; but soe have said thet in ages long efare e
clesoenoed fromithe carkness thet lies about Ardl,” and e “took Sgppe asaspicer
of morstrous fom weaving her black wets ina deft of the mountairs. Therede
sucked wp dl light thet se could find, and spun it forth aggin in cark nets of

[ %Jm urtil no light nore could cone to her aboode; and se wes
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If Cardls Unnrekeer isanmetaphor for entrapy;, it is tenpting to see Ungdliart,
withher repestedly ized creradenisticssacevourer oflight, asananbulaiory
bladkide Hvewr, a]‘oemmOfUlearthwtolfeemlest\ﬂsaB
of Tolkiens shcreatm ﬁmﬂ mately 1915—a year before Gemran
astronoer Kal Shnarzhild ﬁemchtofbladddes Inthet early
varsian Sewes apersonification of

the prineval spirit IVoruwhomeven the Vlar knownot whence orwhensrecane | .
nore like she hes alvays been. . . . ]t was because of her labours thet <o little of thet
overfloning ligt of the Two Trees floned ever into thewordd, for e suded light greedily;
archltTdfeél% e brought forth only thet derkiness thet isa.cenial of dl light. (Bookof

Chistopher Talkienadtks inhiscomrentarythet “Tre arigindl iceaof thre prinevel
int Vorv” (p 150) is meck expliat in an entry in tre eary worcHist of the
shlagﬁgg where the nee Muru is defined &s ‘a ranre of the Rinevd
Night™ (160). Inthe earliest\ersion of “The Tale ofthe Sunand Voo’ the \dar
a\ddserdrgtmmwtolmmmm Ungaliart is trere. As Qrristopher

Tdklen lat aged inportance andanavest aea
AL oo ARG IO D
Ofdl wfr:btartsofAtb, |a1 Bd@esttomelemartal aedure of
cstruction. lﬂastrewalerlsm\mtokmd(domﬂem\erselrtoajd
cbrk saneress, Unppliant Bm\mwmmrghrgerfcrllgttoobm
it, and inits place produice an overineliming darkiness “thet Was more then loss of
light. In thet hour was reck a Darkeess thet ssemred nat ladk but a thing with
being of its oar” Sinarillion 76). Bven her elenental destruction is tenpered
here, honever, bythe Jon of chrkress &s presence rather than atsene.
Although the \dar co not have the pover of areetion ex nihilo, within the
linits thet Brules set for themtheir poner isgreet. Itistreywnoadually* torstruct”
Ah, ad bath in this construction and in the arigirel music of the Airur they
raeaged oA offresdrntombelllshmatcreetlmwmlfmomcnmlil
Althouoghtie Luoiferien Mblkor isthe rost ponerful oftre \dar, “to lluvetar
hed ghvensiill and knontecte scarce less then to Melkor buttfeobll ohtand pricke
of Aick isinthe deed of meking, and inthe thing eck, ardreﬂhar INposESsian
nor inhis oan nestery” (19). Tmcbsrefcrnmtay dly oer athers, isa
flavthet Mellkor srares with GAin, a flawithet mmﬂarmohd:iegﬂs
and nakestremUnrekers rather then Vilers. Aideand Avin, cespite their greet
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poaers of Veking, retain ahumlity about their gifts. They are dsowilling, even
e, todare that gift with athers and teach themto e IVikers thensehves, A5
Awin teaches the people of Vigor Grurch, Aule teedhes the Bldr. Tolkien males
the difference betveen Aice and Milkor edliait:

IVilkor was jealos of him for Aule vies nost like hinselfin thought and in [.]

Both, alsg, cesired to eke things of their oan that should ke newand of

others. [. . .] But Ale remeined faithful to Eru and submitted dl thet he did to his will,

adhe |dnotemymemksofdherabut and cave counsel. Wheress Melkor

w irit inenvyand hete, until at lest he could reke nathing save in mockery at the
others, and dl their works he destroyed ifhe could. (27)

Mika, like Gavin, hed the potential to ke agreat Miler. Bt prick, enwy, ad
e e e E’a“ﬂw%m
(Cses Whet poner ng asa\da and can anly comuyt
edsts st s Anas ﬁeUrrrBlercmtrrdemrg Cnt. He just taes
whet’ dreedly there and twists and bencs and bregks it” Joumgymen 290). S
IVielkor coes to Sere a besic deraderidtic of the Unnaker.3

Qreat poner of Veking s often parlous in Ak, even for those of better
draracter then Mk, After dll, Aule does reke the dnarnves, and the fact thet he
dmitinseoﬁirdcﬂesﬂatfeaq%ﬁu@drﬂqpn& eventhouch
Adesnatives ae a heart gereras aes. Sarmbegrsasal\/biaatedvﬂm
Ale adind lesst are\ersionofthe “Anrels of Aren”he iIscesarbed a5 “a great
adftsrean |n|1he }nﬂig% %ngTer;e (I\/brgjj;f\a/g‘%&) A Fea'rrlsﬁujte’s
gyestest pupl poAer aged a
oormnt:tnlly tentation. Avin episodes with the reedes mssters
dtrer.

thediggingofthewl showtet reis nat immure to this tenrptation

V\hatma@ th(e;f I\/bkers—/luthgi e Al\_/1i:tn agj Lglgerm\dar, Miiar, ad Eldarf;
s to beaviewoftheir ponasssagt to agredier pupose, not

their oanstisfactionor zerregr’tﬂe\,élarrrdemhrafdtmrmalves
lout ssahebitation for the Children of lluetar, whomthey hed no part innraking
AMn weshisgreet poner reither toernrich hiselfnor tonrale his lifeeesier, and,
inoked, he nakes avovrever to Lee it for hinvself. Just es the \Alar reave adivire
missionto aeste Ada for Bvesand Men, Avinknons thet hispurpose inlife isto
buldtre Gystal Gy for atherstoinhelait. Although IVeking might beanactivity
satisfyingin itself, these Vilers never lasesight of the fadt thet their Veking isnot
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anend but anears to the fulfillment of a greater purpose outsice thenseives
Although Feanor starts ot in this frare of mind, jrice, gresd anda%
him In the begiming the he areates are firesly gven anay for
beeLtification of Arda. With the Sinarils, honever, Feanor begins to \elLe the
thing meck more than the greter purpose 'ITestayofFearrrardﬁeob/\n’dl
of the Noldor illustrates thet in Ak, alsa, Unneking can e dore to pegle &
vl as naterial things. Bypaisoning the minds of Feanor and ather Eves acairst
tmv\\dﬁa I\/Ellusm/\smmlsaiqa‘atmddogcd andsarritual Uneking
&

Although Feanors price and hat-hesceohess must bear a grest Sare of the
Hare, theadtians ofthe Noldor might eve beendifferertwithout the nechiretios
of Mikor. Feanorsfalings, and thet of ather Blves, provick thet arack intowhich
the Unnraker dives hisvedtg, and IVBlkor takes full advertage of it. Melkor isby
this tine practioed at dboeit, sincele firt erters Achon the of fidrgwhet
he hes marred, and feig s repentance and the tuming over ofanewleafafter being
relessad fromhis first corfinenrent by the \dar. Nowhe tums his tllents to the
Hhes tumingthemeagpinst the \dar andencouraging tremitoleave \elinor. Befare
ve tum to Unnreking of the less netenial sart, we must mention Melkors gest
cbed of prysical Unnreking, the cestruction of the Two Tiees (with Unpoliart &
his aocooplice) and the murdey of Ainne—the first murckr inAcha,

SumlearsdhismasterSlessasvdl, and ussshisoanponer ofpsyddogcl
and spiritual Unnreking to lring atnlageiMm the \ary | of
Nmen. Pnobarderwseafnto ke the cardirdl Sirs of Ach, sine they are tie
ngjar reesars for the fall ofthe Numenorearns frangrace When A-Rrarazon firdt
lrings Sauronto Nuena—, Sauron“as astounckd, bout his heartwithinves filled
the morewithenvyand hete.”\Abmring hisway into the coursdl ofte Kingy “he
bece men think thet intre warld, in the esst and even inthe west, there lay yet
manyssssand many lancs for theirwinning.” He thus leecs themto lreek the Bin
of the \Aar, resuting in the sinking of Nurenor Slinarillion 272).

Inackrtally, this is are of the feweranles in Arca ofwater a5 a destrudine

poner, andevenhere it isatodl of Buhinsif. The ismofwater inArcais
alrmst unfaili The Ainur praissdwater aoovedl ather denants: “And
itissaidbythe V\bterlerell\B}HiTEGdDOﬂTE MsicoftreAirur
more then inany sustance dee thet is in this Earthi” (19).

IViny ather eanples of noHohysical Unreking are ssenin Tre Lordoftre
Rirgs Althoughthe adiel ariginoftine Ringwraiths liesearier, weenoounter them
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st fully here, and they provick an interesting eanple of an essartially soirtuel

Uneking that hes conssgLences on 1h°, ical plane. Suoocurhing to the
tentation ofthe NrEH Gé aewmﬂepo/\erof&um) hes
Unnreck their lumSveagdl e ofasimilar process

an earlier Sacp Iboand Frmbm\eds)felttfebegmrgsofﬂammof
dissalution by their eqoosure to the e Ring

QimaVomtonguesinfluence |sa1e>aTFie0faIrmst prelypawdogcd
Unnreking, although Theoden’ reference to “lesdhoraft’” suppests the presance of
srrrreedralraxamecfarmet@qblewt Jstasintre ArstAge ngdh’slles
drove wecrs betveen Bf and and Bf and Min, G attenpts to tum
Theoden acpirst his returdl dlies: Grirres lies and insincetions conre daose to
Unreking Theoden asahysical lbeing, tuming himinto aweak and SLspidaus
odnan Onlythe tinrely intervention of Ganoalf and Aragom saves the King of
the Rohimim from evertel mental and physical dissolution. Grinves ester
Saruen ishighly sdilled at the sort of menipulation of the truth to suit his oan
ek that Oalvln Smith (the ariginel spin doctar) teedes to Ahite Murderer
Harmisn The \Waice of Sarunan soedks with asimilarly forked tague.

Derethor isparrgs the e ofpsyddagc Undldng, sine inthis
cae dl the canrege is dore by Souron & adistance. Uhlike the nore forturete
Thamlen intervertionin Derethors case conres too latie—er Denethorsarmoganee

00 gredt to aooet rtTrro,mtrepalatlrSarmm Denethor into
kellanrgtmresml“qm dary, and through his grest price Derethor falls
into cesar. I—bruMyattermstomrderFaarntht Urmakahnmlf
s Of e LrTer (R 279, 50 el e e 0 ol

Jaumgmen aen nore

Neitner is it permitted in Ak, Gancelftells Deretiar, Aﬂmtylsmtg\ento
yau of Gonchr, toorobrlfeturofwcbalﬂ (ReumoftreKing 129).
InTolkiens Fonen Calml_iq kelief, despair isthe greatiest of Sirs becaLse it cenies

the possiility of grace. Quidice isanortal sinthet guerantess cenmation.
ather eanplescould ke found inArca thet would renardarelysisalang
CHdI’?gasoﬂ\/ﬂa ngand Unnreking, OEl nsajarlstfe ?’qet%mmardh
ino oomep: e S
of their m relationship with the regic of this
altamte d Much of the bullding a”d IVeking oﬂfEV\htes, even Aving
kills the ardtmefaeseermrferertlyﬂa/\edardtalrted, not unlike
Arda Marred, and the Men of Middle-earthwho beer the taint of anearty Fl to
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Milkar. The retreat ofthe Reck aorass the Mizippy isnore tren alittle reminiscent
of the Blves leaving Middle-earth and sallingy into the \VAést, and es poigrarnt. This
IssLe, and the thomy pradlemof the grey area between Milking and Unnalking—
the anelette and eggpraolem—would renard further studly, epedidly in reference
to Tlkiensand Cards attituides tonard raujewsustedrdog/.
Looking at Arch in tens of the “treat qaposites” of Malkang and Unnelang
(@ Card diefires them) can ke renarding and illumireting. There are significart
differences thet should nat ke dosssd o, honever. Card hes arested avariation
marR‘lr%/V\mq Tolkien quwaeofmy%vg)m alar%/dcffstay
Suppestion that it rgoresents a lost pest of our Prinary . Asacdlayto
this, the saiertific underpinnings of the Prnrary \orid are nore visidle in Gardls
aredtion, but do nat onthe face of it gopear to e an isse INA A must do
remenber thet the Avin Viker sries isawarkin Throughout the five
\,dumes Ished S0 far, Avins unckrstanding of significant issLes, such s the
I\/H<|rgardU1Td<|rg, the Gystal City; and his evertual cestiny, have
dagﬂaﬁe\d\ed—ardmefaeﬁe resckrSasvl. It is likely thet they will
cortinuetodosa It right ssemunfair to conpare afinisnedwarkwithawarkin
proyess, but frankly it is difficult to think of anything Tolkienwrate &s finised
Ore doults that mere deeth hes stopped imframrevising
Frlly; although nany beings in Arck have acted like toals of the Unnreker,
none.cuite netch thet entityScbgyree ofimplacable meesmr%eelerrerﬂ mxlse
toctsuty If TAlesngperSviewof the Unreker isaoourate,
bew”dgxﬁarda/ll God and Sat “Bienthe cev maelf(m’t
affard to bresk everything down, canhe, or hetd cesse to ke, just like everything
dseﬂenﬂanlaﬁxes@tcﬁreﬂeobinﬁmafaﬂw
csiretoexplait it for thesehves” Severth 128). Melkor, et leest et firdt, is incsed
explaiting destruction for notives of his mn—rmnrgArohaI of price ax
emtryEfcnllr;%r is fellonAar out ofthe sare atives; bringing aloout the doanfall
ecaLee he blanes the inminent amval of the Bhves for the \dlars
dtadsonhim
IVelkor evalved in Talkiens nind & well, and in a diredtion doser to the
Unae. Inhisoan“Notesonntives inthe Sianllion,” Tallkensaysof Midkar
(e Morgath) when “tonfronted by the exdsterce of ather inhebitanis of Arc ...
hewss eraged kyihe mere fadt of their edstence. [ . ] Hs de ultinate daed:
s their destruction” (Moropttis Ring 36). And furthemrore, “Ielkor could db
nothing with A, V\hdw\asrrtfrcmhsmn mind and was intenoven with
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thewarkand thoughts of athers: evenleft dlare he could anly heve gore ragingan
till dl wes levdlled agpin into aformess decs” (396). Tolkien certainly cones dase
tothe idea of the Uniraler herg, but never quite reaches it, because he continues:
ﬁrdyete\mo?@hl“evxmld ﬁe;hgm\ﬁ%ai mﬁlt(y\&%)jqrﬂe have Bdsted,
incependent ofhisoanmi awarldinpoterti |ssormhng
in Talkien thet prevents him from taking the firel step and conceving a being
\hose purpose es Litter negetion, that was beyond goodand evil, God and Saan
Parhgs afaith thet savdespair asthe greatest sinpreverted him That Cardisadle
todosomay e sinplya result of greater attention toanodem scientificvaricviewy
and acksire to merge that with religion and regic. On the ather hand, it nay sy
sorething we ey nat like to hear about the culture thet helped fomCard, or &
least influenced im Hisstrang IVormron keliefs may provice ackgree of insulation
framits most potent negetive effeds. In fadt, like Tolkien, enrbedickd in much of
hiswarkisareedionto, andarefutationof nainstreamsecular autiure. Noretheless,
this isaculture thet Card Seres, tosoeextert, with nost of ls—and it isawarld
cifferent framthe one thet shgpoed Talkien

Ore might eexpected towonder towrnet extent these pardlels between Cards
world and Talkien showdirect influence of the latter upon the fomrer, and to
Whet extert they are sinply two skilled mythopoeic authors finding literary

for soe lesic concerms of aur century and our §oedies. That isnot a

| e et Ot g T A s U o vy Urae g s

e part of alittle song n Up towhile anay og in
%I—btrakﬁ\er Jal

Aaewth Inrg

Idemtthe e 0

Oftinynen agacrsi

Ardlnalaml e

Anail gddnring

A AN “Just agoare dreamand | heppened to sreg on it during my dlesg”
Joumgymen 263).

Notes

Hatfire the fifth book in tre sies (NewvYak Ta, 1998, sns avay trasiticdl

bk ad aorfims ny aoriertion thee Avindumenan nared the et of tre firs

ﬂ‘E&CfAVII‘BjGJTEy Hartfirehes nothing toact o the sUgect of this peper, ot ackk
| noe anjledtyad arbiguity to tre drerader of Givin
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An RaticcAMN (72) the staterent is nreck that “there hadint beenaViker in thewarld
ina thousand years or nore, or S0 folks said,” and since Jesus’s tie was over 1800 years
before AMINg, there was presunebly at leest ane nore A D—unless “fdlks” ae wog,
JAt lesst in the “firel”versionas published in TreSiinarillion Inore of theversians of the
A s e
only “rultipli It en In g
79, ds0 19 where he commrents upon aversion of the LQL ns. which hes Vorgath
mekingQres, Balragg, and other norsters.
4-bnever, Talkienwes not unanare of the soientific realities of the twertieth century. This
isse of laok of Archs with PrinaryWorld amdogycarretodsub himas
tlrrementon @Msmm “Athrabeth Ainrod ah Andreth,” cited 1980
olkien, he proposes revisians of his mythology to reconaile itwith Pimary
V\md oomqotlcrs of the Lhiverse) His mythology as arigirely conceived oned little to
suchreelities, with its fiat-earth aosTology, plantswithout sun, and cranming and fanaifl
arigirs of Sun and IVbon. Interestingly, in these notes he also states thet “ftfne Bives
the End of Ardh to be catestrophic” (e, not C). That viewwes nodified

%e%ragaﬁmﬂeocmqaof foding”so prominent in Lad Se Mgt 8RIY336-
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