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It[the old English conutry-house] stood upon a low hill, above the
river—the river being the Thames at some forty miles from London.
A long gabled front of red brick, with the complexion of which time
and the weather had played all sorts of pictorial tricks,only,however,
to improve and refine it, presented to the lawn its patches of ivy,its

clustered chimneys, its windows smothered in creepers (2, [3]).°
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“It’ s not a romantic old house,” said Ralph. “You[lsabel]’ 11 be
disappointed if you count on that. It’s a dismally prosaic one; there’s
no romance here but what you may have brought with you.”

“I’ ve brought a great deal; but it seems to me I’ ve brought it to

the right place” (62, [3]).
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Ralph shook his head sadly. “I might show it [the ghost] to you,
but you’d never see it. The privilege isn’'t given to every one; it’ s

not enviable. It has never been seen by a young, happy, innocent
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person like you. You must have suffered first, have suffered greatly,
have gained some miserable knowledge. In that way your eyes are

opened to it. I saw it long ago,” said Ralph (64, [3]).
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The house had a name and a history; the old gentleman [Mr.
Touchett] taking his tea would have been delighted to tell you these
things: how it had been built under Edward the Sixth, had offered a
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night’s hospitality to the great Elizabeth (whose august person had
extended itself upon a huge, magnificent and terribly angular bed
which still formed the principal honour of the sleeping apartments) ,

repaired and much enlarged; ...(2-3, [3]).
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...and how, finally, after having been remodelled and disfigured in
the eighteenth century, it had passed into the careful keeping of a
shrewd American banker, who had bought it originally because (ow-
ing to circumstances too complicated to set forth) it was offered at
a great bargain: bought it with much grumbling at its ugliness, its
antiquity, its incommodity, and who now, at the end of twenty years,
had become conscious of a real aesthetic passion for it, so that he
knew all its points and would tell you just where to stand to see them
in combination and just the hour when the shadows of its various
protuberances — which fell so softly upon the warm, weary brickwork

— were of the right measure (3, [3]).
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“How old is your house? Is it Elizabethan?”

“It’s early Tudor,” said Ralph Touchett.
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She turned toward him, watching his face. “Early Tudor? How
very delightful! And I suppose there are a great many others.”

“There are many much better ones.”

“Don’ t say that, my son!” the old man protested. “There’s noth-

ing better than this” (21, [3]).
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She [Isabel] had been looking all round her again — at the lawn,
the great tree, the reedy, silvery Thames, the beautiful old house;
and while engaged in this survey she had made room in it for her
companions; a comprehensiveness of observation easily conceivable on
the part of a young woman who was evidently both intelligent and
excited. She had seated herself and had put away the little dog; her
white hands, in her lap, were folded upon her black dress; her head
was erect, her eye lighted, her flexible figure turned itself easily this
way and that, in sympathy with the alertness with which she evident-
ly caught impressions. Her impressions were numerous, and they were
all reflected in a clear, still smile. “I’ ve never seen anything so beauti-

ful as this” (20-21, [3]).
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Her [Isabel’s] uncle’s house seemed a picture made real; no refine-
ment of the agreeable was lost upon Isabel; the rich perfection of
Gardencourt at once revealed a world and gratified a need. The large,
low rooms, with brown ceilings and dusky corners, the deep embrasures
and curious casements, the quiet light on dark, polished panels, the
deep greenness outside, that seemed always peeping in, the sense of
well-ordered privacy in the centre of a “property” — a place where
sounds were felicitously accidental, where the tread was muffled by
the earth itself and in the thick mild air all friction dropped out of
contact and all shrillness out of talk — these things were much to
the taste of our young lady, whose taste played a considerable part

in her emotions (73, [3]).
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The front of the house overlooking that portion of the lawn with
which we are concerned was not the entrance-front; this was in quite
another quarter. Privacy here reigned supreme, and the wide carpet
of turf that covered the level hill-top seemed but the extension of a

luxurious interior. The great still oaks and beeches flung down a
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shade as dense as that of velvet curtains; and the place was furnished,
like a room, with cushioned seats, with rich-coloured rugs, with the
books and papers that lay upon the grass. The river was at some
distance; where the ground began to slope the lawn, properly speak-
ing, ceased. But it was none the less a charming walk down to the

water (3-4, [3]).
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It was in the “office” still that Isabel was sitting on that melan-
choly afternoon of early spring which I have just mentioned. At this
time she might have ha.d the whole house to choose from, and the
room she had selected was the most depressed of its scenes. She had
never opened the bolted door nor removed the green paper (renewed
by other hands) from its side lights; she had never assured herself
that the vulgar street lay beyond. A crude, cold rain fell heavily; the
springtime was indeed an appeal — and it seemed a cynical, insincere
appeal — to patience. Isabel, however, gave as little heed as possi-
ble to cosmic treacheries; she kept her eyes on her book and tried to

fix her mind (30-31, [3]).
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“How much money do you expect for it [the house] ?” Mrs.
Tuchett asked of her companion, who had brought her to sit in the
front parlour, which she had inspected without enthusiasm.

“I haven’t the least idea,” said the girl.

“That’ s the second time you have said that to me,” her aunt
rejoined. “And yet you don’t look at all stupid.”

“I'm not stupid; but I don’t know anything about money” (33-34,

[3]).
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The house had a front upon a little grassy, empty, rural piazza
which occupied a part of the hill-top; and this front, pierced with a
tew windows in irregular relations and furnished with a stone bench
lengthily adjusted to the base of the structure and useful as a loung-
ing-place to one or two persons wearing more or less of that air of
undervalued merit which in Italy, for some reason or other, always
gracefully invests any one who confidently assumes a perfectly passive
attitude — this antique, solid, weather-worn, yet imposing front had
a somewhat incommunicative character. It was the mask, not the
face of the house. It had heavy lids, but no eyes; the house in reali-
ty looked another way — looked off behind, into splendid openness

and the range of the afternoon light (325, [3]).
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...on this bright morning of ripened spring its tenants had reason
to prefer the shady side of the wall. The windows of the ground-floor,
as you saw them from the piazza, were, in their noble proportions,
extremely architectural; but their function seemed less to offer
communication with the world than to defy the world to look in.
They were massively crossbarred, and placed at such a height that

curiosity, even on tiptoe, expired before it reached them (326, [3]).
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In an apartment lighted by a row of three of these jealous apertures
— one of the several distinct apartments into which the villa was
divided and which were mainly occupied by foreigners of random race
long resident in Florence — a gentleman was seated in company with
a young girl and two good sisters from a religious house. The room
was, however, less sombre than our indications may have represented,
for it had a wide, high door, which now stood open into the tangled
garden behind; and the tall iron lattices admitted on occasion more
than enough of the Italian sunshine. It was moreover a seat of ease,
indeed of luxury, telling of arrangements subtly studied and refine-

ments frankly, proclaimed, ... (326, [3]).
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The object of Mr. Rosier’s well-regulated affection dwelt in a high
house in the very heart of Rome; a dark and massive structure overlook-
ing a sunny piazzeta in the neighbourhood of the Farnese Palace. In
a palace, too, little Pansy lived — a palace by Roman measure, but
a dungeon to poor Rosier’s apprehensive mind. It seemed to him of
evil omen that the young lady he wished to marry, and whose fastidious

father he doubted of his ability to conciliate, should be immured in
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a kind of domestic fortress, a pile which bore a stern old Roman
name, which smelt of historic deeds, of crime and craft and violence,
which was mentioned in “Murray” and visited by tourists who looked,
on a vague survey, disappointed and depressed, and which had frescoes
by Caravaggio in the piano nobile and a row of mutilated statues
and dusty urns in the wide, nobly-arched loggia overhanging the damp

court where a fountain gushed out of a mossy niche (100-101, [4]).
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They [Pansy and Rosier] went in together: Rosier really thought
the room very ugly, and it seemed cold. The same idea appeard to
have struck Pansy. “It's not for winter evenings; it’s more for sum-

y

mer,” she said. “It’s papa’s taste; he has so much” (110, [4]).
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Between those four walls she [Isabel] had lived ever since; they
were to surround her for the rest of her life. It was the house of
darkness, the house of dumbness, the house of suffocation. Osmond’ s
beautiful mind gave it neither light nor air; Osmond’ s beautiful mind
indeed seemed to peep down from a small high window and mock at

her (196, [4]).
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The old gentleman at the tea-table, who had come from America
thirty years before, had brought with him, at the top of his baggage,
his American physiognomy; and he had not only brought it with him,
but he had kept it in the best order, so that, if necessary, he might
have taken it back to his own country with perfect confidence. At
present, obviously, nevertheless, he was not likely to displace him-
self; his journeys were over and he was taking the rest that precedes
the great rest.... He was neatly dressed, in well-brushed black; but
a shawl was folded upon his knees, and his feet were encased in thick,

embroidered slippers (4-5, [3]).
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He [Osmond] was a man of forty, with a high but well-shaped
head, on which the hair, still dense, but prematurely grizzled, had
been cropped close. He had a fine, narrow, extremely modelled and
composed face, of which the only fault was just this effect of its run-
ning a trifle too much to points; an appearance to which the shape
of the beard contributed not a little. This beard, cut in the manner
of the portraits of the sixteenth century and surmouted by a fair
moustache, of which the ends had a romantic upward flourish, gave
its wearer a foreigh, traditonary look and suggested that he was a

gentleman who studied style (328, [3]).
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You would have been much at a loss to determine his original clime
and country; He had none of the superficial signs that usually render
the answer to this question an insipidly easy one. If he had English
blood in his veins it had probably received some French or Italian
commixture; but he suggested, fine gold coin as he was, no stamp
nor emblem of the common mintage that provides for general circula-
tion; he was the elegant complicated medal struck off for a special
occasion. He had a light, lean, rather languid-looking figure, and

was apparently neither tall nor short (328-329, [3]) .
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She [Mme Merle] had mentioned to Isabel most of the people the girl
would find it well to “meet” — of course, she said, Isabel could know
whomever in the wide world she would — and had placed Mr.Osmond
near the top of the list. He was an old friend of her own; she had
known him these dozen years; he was one of the cleverest and most
agreeable men — well in Europe simply. He was altogether above
the respectable average; quite another affair. He wasn’t a professional
charmer — far from it, and the effect he produced depended a good deal

on the state of his nerves and his spirits (351, [3]).
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She [Mme Merle] paused a moment, then added: “And you’ll see
dear old Gardencourt again!”

“I shall not enjoy much,” Isabel answered.

“Naturally — in your grief. But it’s on the whole, of all the
houses I know, and 1 know many, the one I should have liked best
to live in. I don’t venture to send a message to the people,” Madame
Merle added; “but I should like to give my love to the place” (380,
[4]).
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Gardencourt and Isabel Archer,

Heroine of The Portrait of a Lady
—A Study of Henry James

Hiroaki Dehara

The purpose of this paper is to make clear the relation and mean-
ing of the countryhouse at Gardencourt to Isabel Archer.

Into the story come a number of houses, but only four of them
actually concern the heroine; they are the countryhouse at Gardencourt,
Isabel’ s grandmother’ s house in Albany, and Osmond’ s lodging places
in Florence and Rome respectively.

Osmond’ s houses are much more refined and decorated than the
other two. However, they are closed to the world. For instance, his
villa in Florence is described as ‘having heavy lids but no eyes’ , and
his Palazzo Roccanera in Rome, as ‘the house of suffocation.’

The American house in Albany is not open to the world, either.
The way Isabel lives there is to enclose herself to the corner of a
room and devote herself to reading books and reverie, without open-
ing its door which would give access to the outside.

Mr. Touchett’ s estate at Gardencourt is not very closed to the world
though it makes much of privacy.

It shows no decadence but religious aspiration after Heaven, one
of the characteristics of Gothic architecture.

It was built under Edward the 6th, of early Tudor style, honoured
by the great Elizabeth’s overnight stay, bruised in Cromwell’ s wars,

and remodelled in the 18th century.
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The house may tell a lot about its master. Mr.Touchett is mental-
ly healthy though he is fatally ill. He preserves his identity as an
American well, both in his appearances and frame of mind. His estate,
with its aestheticism, its honourable history, its religious symbolism
of early Tudor style, and without any decoration of vanity, suggests
the master’s way of life, and that of Ralph, his son, who, cynical,
is also mentally healthy in spite of his crucial illness.

Mr.Osmond has completely lost his identity as an American and he
belongs nowhere. Neither his looks nor his spirit holds any nationali-
ty. He is rootless.

Osmond’s villa in Florence and his Palazzo Roccanera in Rome
represent what their master is; he, who is an egotistic aesthete, sensitive
and clever, turns his back on the real world and collects curios; he
is a snob to a T, full of pretension and vanity.

Osmond, who is nearly 20 years older than Isabel, entraps her into
marrying him and encloses her in his Palazzo Roccanera as if she
were one of his collected curios.

When Ralph’s illness becomes critical, Isabel returns to Gardencourt
to see him, in the teeth of her husband’s threats.

One of her motives for this is to be reconciled with him, that is,
to confess to him that her married life is miserable and that she was
wrong in marrying Osmond against Ralph’s objection.

Another motive to drive her into returning there is her nostalgia
for Gardencourt. Psychologically speaking, Gardencourt could be a
real home for her. Only this place makes her feel herself most relaxed,
and enlivened. This is the place from which she jumps into the abysses
of life, and comes back again, exhausted with its hardships. Now

she is a grown-up woman, mentally well developed, quite different
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from that romantic girl who had very little knowledge of real life when
she showed herself to us for the first time at Gardencourt several
years ago.

She likes Gardencourt best of all the houses in the story, feeling
a greatest affinity for it. However, Gardencourt is not hers legally,
and so it is very difficult for such a self-reliant woman as she to
indulge herself with Ralph’s kindness and live there for ever. As it
is, she has to return to Rome, partly to defend herself against Casper
Goodwood, her persevering wooer. Yet, Gardencourt remains in her
mind an affinity most comfortable and most soothing.

Even Mme Merle, who is Osmond’ s mistress-conspirator, confesses
to Isabel that dear old Gardencourt is the house in which she would

have liked best to live.
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