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It was absolutely necessary that the soul should be cut away. Reli-
gious belief, in the form in which we had known it, had to be abandoned.
By the ninteenth century it was already in essence a lie, a semi-con-
scious device for keeping the rich rich and the poor poor. The poor
were to be contented with their poverty, because it would all be made
up to them in the world beyond the grave, usually pictured as some-
thing mid-way between Kew Gardens and a jeweller’s shop. Ten thou-
sand a year for me, two pounds a week for you, but we are all the
children of God. And through the whole fabric of capitalist society
there ran a similar lie, which it was absolutely necessary to rip out.

(p. 15)
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It is as though in the space of ten years we had slid back into the
Stone Age. Human types supposedly extinct for centuries, the dancing
dervish, the robber chieftain, the Grand Inquisitor, have suddenly reap-
peared, not as inmates of lunatic asylums, but as the masters of the
world. Mechanisation and a collective economy seemingly aren’t enough.
By themselves they lead merely to the nightmare we are now enduring:

endless war and endless underfeeding for the sake of war, slave popula-
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tions toiling behind barbed wire, women dragged shrieking to the block,

cork-lined cellars where the executioner blows your brains out from

behind. (pp. 15~16)
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He could conceive nothing between slavery and a return to small-
ownership, which is obviously not going to happen and in fact cannot
happen. There is [little] question now of averting a collectivst society.
The only question is whether it is to be founded on willing co-operation

or on the machine-gun. (p. 16)
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What we are moving towards at this moment is something more

like the Spanish Inquisition, (p. 17)
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There 1s very little chance of escaping it unless we can reinstate the
belief in human brotherhood without the need for a “next world” to

give it meaning. (p. 17)
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It is this that leads innocent people like the Dean of Canterbury to
imagine that they have discovered true Christianity in Soviet Russia.
No doubt they are only the dupes of propaganda, but what makes
them so willing to be deceived is their knowledge that the Kingdom of
Heaven has somehow got to be brought on to the surface of the earth.
We have got to be the children of God, even though the God of the
Prayer Book no longer exists. (pp. 17~18)
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Marx did not say, at any rate in that place, that religion is merely
a dope handed out from above; he said that it is something the people

create for themselves to supply a need that he recognised to be a real

one. (p.19)
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it ends up with twenty thousand bombing planes darkening the sky
and Himler’s masked executioner whacking women’s heads off on a

block borrowed from the Nuremberg museum. (p. 534)
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By doing so one can see both London’s limitations and also the advan-
tage he enjoyed in not being, like Wells, a fully civilised man. As a

book, The Iron Heel is hugely inferior. It is clumsily written, (p. 30)
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#1 13 A ruling class which thought principally in the terms of a “good
time” &, HITHE good time KHHAFEZ DT TN TVWBEDERDS,
have a good time DHNT, [LWK] TlrEFicHsFw, [ [ELL
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WOERE .5 HRINETOA LGB THANEETT 7 ¥ X 4OF
RicKOMEh o/ &, HOLTHS, (pp. 31~32: THEE)

It 1s just here that Marxian Socialists have usually fallen short.

Their interpretation of history has been so mechanistic that they have
failed to forsee dangers that were obvious to people who had never
heard the name of Marx. It is sometimes urged against Marx that he
failed to predict the rise of Fascism. I do not know whether he predict-
ed or not — at that date he could only have done so in very general —
but it is at any rate certain that his followers failed to see any danger
in Fascism until they themselves were at the gates of the concentra-
tion camp. (p. 31)
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