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‘Japanese Communication’ Revisited:

On Inter-modal Communication Interference

Jun TovaMA

Communication has a three-strata structure: the Prototypes of Communica-
tion consisting of the set of repellency and attraction as the basis for life, the
four types of Modes of Orientation and the eight Patterns of Communication
most frequently appearing on the surface of human life.

One usually cannot automatically change one’s communication culture even
when speaking a different language from one’s own. lintercultural impedi-
ments often arise between speakers insisting on their own communication
styles, especially between unimodal speakers and bimodal ones.

The feature of Japanese communication is the frequent use of bimodal com-
munication. Other cultures, however, use unimodal communication. An over-
whelming majority of the world has acclimated to the unimodal alternative
(either-or) orientation. This is why, Japanese people are still suffering diffi-
culty in communicating with people of other cultures.
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