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pter, of identifying culture with the sum of
distinct cultural activities; and if we >ayoid
this identification we shall also decline to ide-
ntify our group culture with the sum of the
activities of Dr. Mannheim’s élites. The anthro-
pologist may ‘study the social system, the
economics, the arts, and the religion of a par-
ticular tribe, he may even study their psycho-
logical peculiarities: but it is not merely by
observing in detail all of these manifestations,
and grasping them together, that he will
approach to an understanding' of the culture.
For to understand the culture is to understand
the people, and this means an imaginative
understanding. Such understanding can never
be complete: either it is abstract—and the
essence escapes—or else it is live; and in so
far as it is lided, the student will tend to
identify himself so completely with the people
whom he studies, that he will lose the point
of view from which it was worth while and
possible to study it. Understanding involves
an area more extensive than that of which
one can be conscious; one cannot be outside
What we ordi-

narily mean by understanding of another

and inside at the same time.

people, of course, is an approximation towards
understanding which stops short at the point
at which the student would begin to lose
some essential of his own culture. The man
who, in order to understand the inner world
of a cannibal tribe, has partaken of the pra-
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[By ‘culture,” then, I mean first of all what
the anthropologist mean: the way of life of
a particular people living together in one
place. That culture is made visible in their
arts, in their social system, in their habits
But these

things added together do not constitute the

and customs, in their religion.

culture, though we often speak for convenie-
they did.

simply the parts into which a culture can be

nce as if These things are
anatomised, as human body can. But just as
a man is something more than an assemhbage
of the various constituent parts of his body,
so culture is more than the assemblage of its
arts, customs, and religious beliefs. |1%
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being, and cannot ignore him, to exert an
unconscious pressure on that person to turn
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on each other. The effect on the person so
influenced is liable to be the repression and
distortion, rather than the improvement, of
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to have the right to make another over in
his own image....... To offer another people
your culture first, and your religion second,
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