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What was Karl Marx Examining in the Latter Half
of “Manuscript VIII” of Das Kapital Volume II?

MATSUO Jun

There has been a long debate on what kind of systematic theory of cri-
sis Karl Marx was attempting to develop. A key issue in this debate has
been the relation between the theory of reproduction and the theory of
crisis. Recently, this debate has been reignited by Professors Ryozo
Tomizuka and Teinosuke Otani with a focus on two central questions.

The first question concerns the relation between the theory of repro-
duction in Marx’s Das Kapital Volume II Section 3 and “disturbances in
the process of reproduction”. Tomizuka has argued that Marx was at-
tempting to discuss “disturbances in the process of reproduction” in the
theory of reproduction in Das Kapital Volume II Section 3. On the other
hand, Otani has argued that Marx was attempting to discuss “distur-
bances in the process of reproduction” in “Das Kapital Volume III Chapter
7”; and that Marx was not discussing “disturbances in the process or re-
production” in the theory of reproduction in Das Kapital Volume II
Section 3.

The second question concerns the relation between the theory of repro-
duction in Das Kapital Volume II Section 3 and the so-called “internal con-
tradiction.” Tomizuka has argued that the “internal contradiction”
should have been discussed in the theory of reproduction in Das Kapital
Volume II Section 3. As opposed to this, Otani has argued that Marx had
no intention of discussing the “internal contradiction” as one of the cen-
tral themes in the theory of reproduction in Das Kapital Volume II
Section 3.

To properly evaluate this debate, I believe it is necessary to understand

as accurately as possible the contents of the manuscript of Das Kapital



